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Terms  of  Sale  and  Grading 


1.  An  order  blank  has  been  pres  ided  for  your  con¬ 
venience  Enclose  your  remittance  or  use  Master- 
Card,  Visa,  or  American  Express  (send  all  the 
information  in  raised  print  on  your  card,  the  name 
ot  the  issuing  bank,  and  be  sure  to  sign  your  or¬ 
der)  Please  list  alternate  choices  if  possible  (these 
will  only  be  used  if  your  first  choice  has  been  sold 
earlier).  If  you  are  ordering  for  a  type  set,  just  put 
"same  type"  for  your  second  choice.  We  will  then 
send  a  coin  of  the  same  design  type  and  of  equal 
or  higher  grade  and  value  if  your  first  choice  has 
been  sold.  Please  add  $2  postage  and  handling  for 
all  orders  under  $200.  Orders  will  be  sent  insured, 
either  through  our  private  carrier  or  the  United 
States  Post  Office. 

2.  Any  item  can  be  reserved  by  telephone  Mon¬ 
day  through  Friday  9:00  a.m.  to  noon  and  1:00  p.m. 
to  5:00  p.m.  Call  our  Order  Department— TOLL 
FREE— at  800-222-5993.  New  Flampshire  residents 
call  collect  603-569-5095. 

3.  GUARANTEE:  Any  item  not  satisfactory  for  any 
reason,  including  grading,  may  be  returned  within 
30  days  of  receipt.  Exceptions:  Bullion  coins,  dealer- 
to-dealer  transactions,  or  coins  for  which  the  price 
is  negotiated.  Coins  sent  in  sealed  PCGS  or  NCC 
holders  must  be  returned  untampered  with  and  in 
the  same  sealed  holders  for  the  guarantee  to  be  ef¬ 
fective.  Grading  is  a  subjective  description  that 
represents  the  opinion  of  the  cataloguer  as  to  the 
state  of  preservation  of  a  particular  item.  All  such 
terms,  including  adjectival  and  numerical  descrip¬ 


tions  of  coins  and  paper  money,  are  the  opinion 
of  the  cataloguer  and  are  not  an  attribution.  No  war¬ 
ranty,  whether  expressed  or  implied,  is  made  with 
respect  to  such  adjectival  or  numerical  descriptions 
which  can  and  do  vary  among  experts.  Further,  the 
interpretation  of  various  published  standards  has 
changed  over  a  period  of  time.  However,  it  has  been 
our  experience  (dating  to  1953)  that  our  conser¬ 
vative  grading  and  reasonable  prices  have  pleased 
countless  thousands  of  discriminating  numismatists. 
In  the  process  we  have  built  what  is  probably  the 
most  successful  rare  coin  dealership  in  the  world 
today.  All  items  are  guaranteed  authentic  forever. 

4.  As  the  future  is  unknown,  no  guarantee,  im¬ 
plicit  or  expressed,  is  made  concerning  the  invest¬ 
ment  performance  or  quality  of  any  coin  or  its  price 
in  the  future.  Market  prices  are  determined  by  supp¬ 
ly  and  demand.  Moreover,  grading  interpretations 
may  change  over  a  period  of  time.  It  is  possible  for 
prices  to  go  down  as  well  as  up. 

5.  All  transactions  are  deemed  to  take  place  in 
New  Hampshire  as  the  place  of  venue,  under  Car- 
roll  County  and  New  Hampshire  State  laws. 

6.  All  coins  are  kept  in  bank  vaults.  We  maintain 
no  over-the-counter  facilities.  We  do  attend  certain 
national  and  regional  conventions  and  are  pleas¬ 
ed  to  meet  our  clients  in  person  there.  We  are  as 
close  as  your  telephone  or  mailbox  and  invite  your 
inquiries  on  any  numismatic  subject  of  interest  to 
you. 

7.  This  catalogue  cancels  all  previous  lists  and 


quotations.  While  we  have  made  an  effort  to  avoid 
typographical  errors,  we  cannot  be  responsible  for 
any  errors  which  may  occur. 

8.  At  Bowers  and  Merena  Galleries  we  employ 
our  interpretation  of  the  Photograde  and  ANA 
systems,  including  About  Good-3,  Good-4,  Very 
Good-8,  Fine-12,  Very  Fine-20,  Very  Fine-30,  Ex¬ 
tremely  Fine-40,  Extremely  Fine-45,  About 
Uncirculated-50,  About  Uncirculated-55,  About 
Uncirculated-58,  Uncirculated  grades  from  MS-60 
to  MS-70.  Proofs  are  graded  from  Proof-60  through 
Proof-70.  Here  at  Bowers  and  Merena  Galleries  we 
are  conservative  when  it  comes  to  grading,  and  we 
have  found  that  many  of  the  pieces  that  we  call 
MS-65,  for  example,  are  as  nice  as  those  graded 
higher  elsewhere.  In  any  event,  you  are  protected 
by  our  30-day  money  back  guarantee  of  satisfac¬ 
tion.  We  have  been  pleasing  customers  for  many 
years! 

9.  Bowers  and  Merena  Galleries  and/or'staff 
members  are  members  of  the  Professional 
Numismatists  Guild,  American  Numismatic 
Association  (life  members),  the  American  Numis¬ 
matic  Society,  and  other  leading  organizations.  Q. 
David  Bowers  served  as  president  of  the  Professional 
Numismatists  Guild  1977-1979  and  president  of  the 
American  Numismatic  Association  1983-1985. 
Others  staff  members  have  likewise  been  active  in 
the  numismatic  hobby  and  profession  for  many 
years. 

10.  Items  may  be  sent  on  open  account  if  credit 

has  been  previously  established.  Interest  will  be 
charged  on  unpaid  accounts  at  the  rate  of  1 V2 %  per 
month  (18%  per  annum)  after  30  days.  □ 


For  instant  service  call  our  Order  Department  and  charge  your  purchase 

to  your  VISA,  MasterCard,  or  AMEX  account 

ACTION  TELEPHONE  NUMBER:  800-222-5993  (Orders  only) 


Bowers  and  Merena  Subscription  Rates 

If  you  are  receiving  this  issue  of  the  Rare  Coin  Review  as  a  sample  copy, 
then  we  invite  you  to  subscribe  in  order  to  receive  future  issues  the  mo¬ 
ment  they  are  released!  The  following  PREFERRED  subscription  rates  are 
for  ACTIVE  NUMISMATISTS  only  and  are  intended  for  those  who  are  pur¬ 
chasers  or  auction  bidders  or  who  intend  to  become  such.  Subscriptions 
are  not  solicited  from  others,  except  at  double  the  following  rates,  for  it  costs 
over  twice  what  we  charge  in  order  to  produce,  print,  and  deliver  these 
catalogues  to  you!  Just  indicate  the  subscription  type  that  you  desire:  A,  AA, 
AAA,  B,  BB,  BBB,  or  C— on  the  order  blank  with  this  issue,  and  return  it 
to  us  with  your  remittance. 

Subscription  A.  The  next  six  Rare  Coin  Review  issues  (a  $30  value  if  or¬ 
dered  separately)  plus  all  Special  Coin  Letter  issues  produced  during  that 
period  (an  additional  value  of  $30  to  $50)  mailed  to  U.S.  addresses.  Pre¬ 


ferred  rate  Subscription  A . $19.00 

Double-Length  Subscription  AA . 35.00 

Triple-Length  Subscription  AAA . 51.00 


Subscription  B.  The  next  six  Rare  Coin  Review  issues  (a  $30  value  if 
ordered  separately)  plus  all  Special  Coin  Letter  issues  produced  during 
that  period  (an  additional  value  of  $30  to  $50)  PLUS  the  next  six 
auction  catalogues  produced  by  Auctions  by  Bowers  and  Merena,  Inc., 
and  prices  realized  list  to  be  sent  after  each  sale.  A  value  of  over  $100 


if  ordered  separately!  Preferred  rate  Subscription  B . $49.00 

Double  Subscription  BB  . 95.00 

Triple  Subscription  BBB . 140.00 

Subscription  C.  First  Class,  all  publications  (except  our  Special  Coin  Letter) 
to  U.S.  addresses.  Preferred  Rate . 89.00 

Canada  and  Me«ico — all  publications 

By  regular  mail  75.00 

Fir-.t  f  lass  . 135.00 

Other  Foreign  address — all  publications 

K,  regular  mail  100.00 

Air  Mail  145.00 

1989  by  Bowers  and  Merena  Galleries,  Inc.  All  rights  reserved. 


Chairman  of  the  Board,  Q.  David  Bowers 
President,  Raymond  N.  Merena 


Order  Department 

Thomas  J.  Becker,  Senior 
Numismatist 

Elizabeth  Arlin,  Manager 
Frank  Van  Valen,  Professional 
Numismatist 
Gail  Watson 
Barbara  Southard 

Auction  Department 

Richard  A.  Bagg,  Ph.D. 

Director 

Jennifer  Douglass,  Manager 
Andrew  W.  Pollock,  III 

Professional  Numismatist 
Barbara  Fiore,  Associate 
Mary  Lou  Barrett,  Associate 
Lisa  Simons,  Consultant 

Research  Department 

Michael  j.  Hodder,  Director 
Beth  O.  Piper,  Associate 

Graphics  Department 

Lee  Blythe  Lilljedahl, 

Manager 

William  Winter,  Art 
Director 


Linda  A.  Heilig 
Judy  L.  Bouchard 
Roberta  French 
Margaret  Graf 
Cathy  Dumont,  Manager, 
Photography  Dept. 

Administration 

Mary  Valley,  Manager 
Diane  MacArthur 
Cynthia  Odom 
Debbie  Tallman 
Robin  R.  Brierley 

Publications  Department 

Sandi  Scott,  Manager 
Mary  Tocci 
Doug  Plasencia 

Accounting  Department 

Donald  H.  Snyder,  C.P.A., 
Controller 
Laurel  A.  Morrill 
Geraldine  Conaty 
Dottie  FHill 

Computer  Department 

Brenda  C.  Quinby 


Editor,  Rare  Coin  Review 


Q.  David  Bowers 


The  coin  market  is  hot,  and  there  is  tremendous  ap¬ 
petite  for  pieces  which  are  rare  and  in  higher  grades. 
The  market  seems  to  be  in  two  tiers:  first,  investors 
have  the  upper  hand  and  are  carrying  away  many  coins 
graded  MS-63,  MS-64,  MS-65,  or  the  equivalent  grades  in 
Proof.  Particularly  popular  are  such  series  as  com- 
memoratives,  silver  dollars,  and  gold  coins.  The  second  tier 
is  that  of  collectors,  dedicated  numismatists,  who  are  put¬ 
ting  together  sets  of  large  cents,  Liberty  nickels,  silver 
dollars,  or  some  other  discipline.  Put  both  of  these  factors 
together,  and  the  result  is  a  market  that  is  active  from  one 
end  to  the  other. 

The  present  Rare  Coin  Review  offers  many  delightful 
items.  Colonials,  half  cents,  large  cents,  Indian  cents,  early 
nickel  coins,  early  silver,  Liberty  Seated  pieces,  Barber 
coinage— you  name  it,  and  on  the  following  pages  you  will 
probably  find  it!  Silver  dollars  abound,  and  range  from 
issues  of  the  18th  century  down  to  the  exceedingly  popular 
Morgan  and  Peace  issues.  Gold  coins  offer  many  interesting 
possibilities,  both  the  collector  of  scarcities  and  rarities  and 
for  the  buyer  forming  a  type  set.  Many  other  things  are 
offered— just  turn  the  pages  and  see! 

Our  motto  for  many  years  has  been:  "Your  friends  in 
the  rare  coin  business."  Ever  since  1953  we  have 
helped  build  some  of  the  finest  museum  collec¬ 
tions,  investment  holdings,  and  private  cabinets  ever 
assembled.  We  have  handled  our  share  of  great  rarities— 
indeed,  far  more  than  our  share — as  well  as  untold  numbers 
of  other  coins.  Along  the  way  we  have  achieved  a  record  of 
success  unequaled  in  professional  numismatics.  The  secret 
of  this  success  is  rather  simple:  we  treat  you  as  we 
ourselves  would  like  to  be  treated.  Certainly  we  are  in  the 
business  to  make  a  profit,  but  beyond  that  we  realize  that 
the  best  customer  is  a  satisfied  client — not  a  client  who 
buys  once  and  never  comes  back  again  but,  rather,  a  buyer 

Iwho  makes  an  initial  purchase,  perhaps  tentatively,  likes 
what  he  sees,  and  then  comes  back  again  and  again.  Many 
people  who  are  buying  from  us  now  were  our  clients 
decades  ago. 

An  iron-clad  guarantee  of  satisfaction  is  yours  for  each 
and  every  item  you  order  from  this  Rare  Coin  Review.  Once 
you  see  a  coin,  we  want  you  to  be  delighted  with  every  as¬ 
pect  of  it.  Technical  grade  is  one  thing,  and  we  believe  we 
have  done  a  good  job  in  assigning  grades  such  as  F-12, 

|  EF-40,  MS-60,  MS-65,  etc.  In  some  instances  we  offer 

"slabbed"  coins  by  NGC  and  PCGS,  which  give  the  opi¬ 
nions  of  others  concerning  grades.  However,  in  each  and 
every  instance,  you  never  take  a  chance  when  you  buy  from 
Bowers  and  Merena  Galleries.  No  matter  what  we  or  some 


certification  service  might  say  about  it,  you  are  the  final 
judge.  If  you  agree  with  the  technical  grade,  but  do  not  like 
the  aesthetic  appeal,  striking,  or  anything  else — or  even  if 
you  have  simply  changed  your  mind  about  buying  a  coin — 
or  if  you  in  the  meantime  have  bought  one  elsewhere — just 
send  it  back  within  30  days  and  an  instant  refund  is  yours. 
No  guarantee  could  be  stronger  or  fairer. 

Coin  collecting  can  contribute  to  your  good  feeling  about 
life  and  your  longevity.  Time  and  time  again  it  has  been 
shown  that  involvement  in  an  absorbing  hobby  will  ease 
the  cares  of  the  world  and  will  provide  a  happier  existence. 
Coins  are  literally  the  footprints  of  history— elements  of 
recorded  time  which  you  can  own,  hold  in  your  hand,  and 
contemplate.  The  best  way  to  appreciate  coins  is  to  learn 
about  them,  and  the  best  way  to  learn  about  them  is  to 
build  a  library  of  books.  Our  offering  of  books  in  this  issue 
goes  beyond  a  mere  listing — not  only  do  we  offer  a  wide 
variety  of  popular  and  important  titles,  but  each  and  every 
book  is  offered  at  at  least  a  10%  discount,  and  if  you  buy 
$100  or  more,  a  20%  discount!  In  this  way  we  do  our  best 
to  put  these  books  in  your  hands  at  an  attractively  low 
price.  Again,  the  same  guarantee  applies:  after  you  receive 
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HAVE  YOU  HEARD  ABOUT  THE 


"it 
allows 
you  to 
build  an 
exciting 
collec¬ 
tion  at 
your 
own 
pace. . 


Are  you  interested  in 
Morgan  dollars,  com¬ 
memorative  half 
dollars,  or  Buffalo  nickels? 

How  about  Mercury  dimes  or 
Walking  Liberty  half  dollars? 
The  Collection  Portfolio  Pro¬ 
gram  offers  all  of  these  and 
more! 

What  is  the  Collection  Port¬ 
folio  Program?  It  is  a  monthly 
acquisition  program  that 
allows  you  to  build  an  ex¬ 
citing  collection  at  your  own 
pace  and  at  your  own  mon¬ 
thly  cost.  By  means  of  conve¬ 
nient  monthly  installment 
payments  (the  amount  set  by 
you),  you  can  assemble  a  top- 
quality  collection  of  your  fa¬ 
vorite  United  States  coins. 

Here's  how  the  program 
works:  Each  month  we  will 
send  you  one  or  more  dif¬ 
ferent  coins  in  the  program 
you  choose  (for  example, 
Linclon  cents,  Morgan  dollars, 
etc.)  in  the  grades  you  have 
selected.  These  coins  will  be 
individually  packaged  and 
will  be  accompanied  by  a 
description  of  the  piece,  the 
grade,  and  the  price.  Programs 
are  available  for  $100  per 
month  upward,  depending  on 
the  program  selected.  You  are 
never  obligated  to  pay  more 
than  your  established  monthly 
amount. 

The  CPP  is  managed  by 
Frank  Van  Valen,  a  profes¬ 
sional  numismatist  on  the  staff 
of  Bowers  and  Merena 
Galleries,  Inc.  He  has  been 
collecting  coins  since  1961, 
and  is  a  member  of  many  na¬ 
tional  organizations,  including 


the  American  Numismatic 
Association  (for  which  he  is 
the  District  Delegate  for  New 
Hampshire),  the  Great  Eastern 
Numismatic  Association,  and 
the  Liberty  Seated  Collectors 
Club.  Frank  works  with  each 
CPP  member  on  an  individual 
basis,  assuring  that  each  and 
every  collector  is  satisfied 
with  his  or  her  monthly  selec¬ 
tion.  Hundreds  of  collectors 
from  around  the  world  cur¬ 
rently  belong  to  the  CPP— 
each  of  them  assembling 
quality  collections  in  their 
area  of  interest.  Every  partici¬ 
pant  is  able  to  contact  Frank 
by  telephone,  to  discuss  all 
aspects  of  numismatics,  from 
basic  "beginner's"  questions 
to  advanced  inquiries. 

What  does  one  gain 
from  joining  the 
CPP?  Besides  the 
personal  attention  mentioned 
above,  all  CPP  members  re¬ 
ceive  a  generous  20%  dis¬ 
count  on  all  books  offered  for 
sale  by  Bowers  and  Merena 
Galleries,  as  well  as  discount 
prices  on  our  popular  and 
famous  "Kingswood"  series  of 
quality  holders.  In  addition, 
special  mailings  are  sent  from 


time  to  time  to  CPP  members, 
outlining  coins  and  books  be¬ 
ing  offered  especially  to  them, 
long  before  the  same  offerings 
are  made  to  the  general 
public.  In  this  way,  you  re¬ 
ceive  "first  shot"  at  great 
coins  and  books,  and  are  able 
to  add  them  to  your  collec¬ 
tion,  often  at  discount  prices. 
As  usual,  the  Bowers  and 
Merena  30-day,  money-back 
guarantee  applies  to  all  pur¬ 
chases  made  through  the  CPP 
plan.  Here  at  Bowers  and 
Merena,  we  are  not  happy  un¬ 
til  you  are— and  that  certainly 
applies  to  the  Collection  Port¬ 
folio  Program! 

The  CPP  is  a  very  flex¬ 
ible  program,  designed 
with  you,  the  collector, 
in  mind.  If  you  would  like  to 
participate  in  the  program— or 
would  just  like  to  read  our 
free,  no-obligation  brochure- 
just  put  "Send  CPP  Informa¬ 
tion"  on  your  order  blank  and 
Frank  will  do  the  rest!  The 
brochure  explains  the  program 
in  greater  detail,  and  will 
answer  any  further  questions 
you  might  have.  A  member¬ 
ship  application  is  included 
with  the  brochure. 

We  know  you  will  want  to 
begin  your  membership  as 
quickly  as  possible  in  one  of 
Bowers  and  Merena's  most 
popular  programs  ever.  From 
half  cents  to  double  eagles, 
Bowers  and  Merena  is 
building  great  collections 
through  the  Collection  Port¬ 
folio  Program! 


"The 

brochure 

will 

answer 

any 

further 

questions 

you 

might 

have. . 
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a  book,  you  have  30  days  to  be  sure  you  like  it.  If  you 
don't  like  what  the  book  says,  the  information  it  contains, 
or  anything  else  about  it— send  it  back,  even  if  it  is  "shop¬ 
worn"  from  reading!  In  our  own  library  we  would  not  want 
to  have  a  book  we  didn't  like,  and  we  don't  want  you  to,  ei¬ 
ther!  However,  this  guarantee  is  not  much  of  a  threat  to  the 
"bottom  line"  of  our  company  balance  sheet,  for  during  the 
course  of  a  year  we  send  out  thousands  and  thousands  of 
numismatic  books,  and  only  "once  in  a  blue  moon"  does 
anyone  ever  send  one  back!  However,  the  guarantee  is  ab¬ 
solutely  real,  and  we  invite  you  to  take  advantage  of  it.  Im¬ 
portant  note:  Due  to  increasing  production  costs,  the  prices 
of  certain  titles  will  be  raised  in  our  next  issue — a  good 
reason  to  order  now! 

The  world  is  changing,  and  one  of  the  things  chang¬ 
ing  in  recent  years  has  been  increased  use  of  the 
telephone.  Our  toll-free  order  number  is  (800) 
222-5993,  useful  anywhere  in  the  continental  United  States 
outside  of  New  Hampshire.  See  an  item  of  interest?  Call 
toll-free  and  we'll  reserve  it  for  you!  If  you  are  an  establish¬ 
ed  customer,  we'll  be  happy  to  send  it  on  open  account. 

Or,  we  can  ship  instantly  against  your  credit  card  account. 
Further,  last  year  we  installed  a  FAX  machine,  and  if  you 
have  a  FAX  machine  at  your  end  of  the  line,  and  you  want 
to  communicate  with  us  or  send  an  order,  just  have  your 
FAX  call  our  FAX  at  (603)  569-5319! 

Telephone  communications  are  dandy,  of  course,  and 
we'd  be  delighted  to  hear  from  you  by  voice  or  by  FAX. 
However,  there  is  something  nice  about  a  written  com¬ 
munication  as  well,  and  the  enclosed  order  blank  can  be 
easily  filled  out  and  dropped  into  your  mailbox— and  will 
be  in  our  hands  a  day  or  two  later. 

Let  me  mention  two  special  services,  in  addition  to  the 
coins  and  other  items  offered  for  sale  in  the  present  cat¬ 
alogue: 

Our  Want  List  Program,  under  the  capable  manage¬ 
ment  of  Liz  Arlin,  manager  of  the  Order  Depart¬ 
ment,  has  been  one  of  the  great  success  stories  of 
recent  times.  Whether  you  want  a  1794  silver  dollar,  an 
1815  half  eagle,  or  simply  some  nice  commemorative  half 
dollars  in  MS-63  grade,  your  "want  list"  sent  to  the  per¬ 
sonal  attention  of  Liz  Arlin  will  prompt  her  into  action,  and 
chances  are  that  she  will  respond  with  a  quotation  on 
pieces  you  can  use.  The  more  general  your  want  list  is,  the 
more  she  can  find  for  you.  For  example,  let's  suppose  that 
you  are  just  beginning  to  collect  Morgan  silver  dollars,  and 
you  would  like  to  put  together  a  set  in  MS-64  and  MS-65 
grades.  Simply  write  Liz  a  letter  such  as  this:  "I  would  like 
all  dates  of  Morgan  dollars  in  MS-64  or  MS-65  grade.  At 
present  I  already  have  the  1878-CC,  1881,  1881-S,  1884-0, 
1885-0,  and  a  Proof  1895,  but  I  need  all  the  others."  Liz 
will  quote  what  we  can  supply,  and  keep  your  listing  on 
hand  for  future  acquisitions.  We  are  always  buying  old-time 
estates  and  other  numismatic  properties,  and  with  your 
want  list  in  Liz  Arlin's  hands,  you  get  first  choice  of  whatev¬ 
er  we  buy!  And,  there's  absolutely  no  obligation.  Once  you 
receive  a  quotation  from  Liz,  if  you  don't  like  the  price, 


then  you  don't  have  to  order!  And,  if  you  do  order,  whatev¬ 
er  you  buy  is  subject  to  our  normal  money-back  guarantee 
of  satisfaction.  Why  not  get  acquainted  with  Liz?  And,  if  a 
telephone  call  would  be  better  for  you  than  a  written  want 
list,  just  call  her  on  our  toll-free  line! 

Our  Collection  Portfolio  Program,  directed  by  Frank 
Van  Valen,  is  oriented  toward  the  busy  professional 
or  executive  who  would  like  to  build  a  nice  collec¬ 
tion  or  portfolio  of  choice,  rare,  and  desirable  coins,  but 
wants  to  have  us  do  the  "work"  for  him.  Let  Frank  know 
your  desires  and  objectives,  and  he  will  send  you  a 
package  each  month  or  other  interval  of  your  choice.  In 
that  way  you  can  build  a  truly  beautiful  holding  over  a 
period  of  years.  Of  course,  our  normal  money-back  guaran¬ 
tee  of  satisfaction  applies.  Our  Collection  Portfolio  Program 
also  offers  the  possibility  of  buying  coins  over  a  period  of 
several  months,  with  no  carrying  or  interest  charges — 
something  rare  in  today's  world.  Interested?  Just  mark  "Send 
CPP  information"  on  your  order  blank,  and  Frank  will  get 
in  touch  with  you.  Again,  if  you  want  to  use  the  telephone, 
just  call  him  on  our  toll-free  line. 

Buying  coins  is  a  pleasure  when  you  do  business  with 
Bowers  and  Merena  Galleries.  Our  latest  Rare  Coin  Review 
is  now  in  your  hands,  we've  done  our  work  at  this  end  and 
are  mighty  proud  of  it — and  now  we  look  forward  to  hear¬ 
ing  from  you  by  telephone  or  mail. 

Sincerely, 


Thomas  Becker 

Senior  Numismatist 

Bowers  and  Merena  Galleries,  Inc. 


■  ABOUT  THE  COVER:  A 
beautiful  portrait  painted  after  the 
turn-of-the-century  by  Philip 
Boileau  presents  a  cheery  visage, 
reminiscent  of  summer,  for  us 
during  these  winter  months. 
Boileau  (1864-1917)  was  noted  for 
his  paintings  of  beautiful  women, 
and  his  art  decorated  numerous 
Painting  by  magazine  covers,  postcards,  calen- 
Philip  Boileau  dars,  and  other  printed  surfaces. 

The  present  image  was  taken  by 
us  from  a  calendar  which  turned 
up  in  the  hands  of  a  Montana  an¬ 
tique  dealer.  A  few  years  ago,  in 
our  sale  of  the  Arnold  and 
Romisa  collections  (September 
1984)  we  used  another  Boileau 
portrait,  which  we  thought  looked 
quite  nice— so  following  our  own 
example,  here  is  another  one. 
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Send  Liz  Arlin  Your  Want  List 


At  Bowers  and  Merena  Galleries  we  understand  that  not  every  collector  has  a 
specific  want  list  of  needed  coins.  Some  collectors  prefer  to  make  variable  selec¬ 
tions,  and  others,  who  may  not  have  an  advanced  collection,  simply  need  too  many 
coins  to  make  a  want  list  practical.  Others  may  wish  to  have  the  expert  advice  of  a 
professional  numismatist  when  making  up  a  want  list— who  can  help  them  choose 
only  the  most  interesting  and  best-valued  pieces. 


No  matter  what  category  you  fit  in— from  the  collector 
with  the  most  specific  needs  to  the  numismatist 
who  desires  professional  advice— Liz  Arlin  can  be  your 
valued  assistant. 

Liz  thoroughly  understands  coins  and  the  people  who 
collect  them.  Since  Liz  really  enjoys  collecting  herself 
and  possesses  boundless  energy  and  enthusiasm,  you 
will  find  working  with  her  to  be  a  productive  and  re¬ 
warding  experience. 

Here  is  how  you  can  put  Liz  Arlin  to  work  for  you.  .  . 

ISend  Liz  your  specific  want  list.  Upon  receipt  of 
•  your  list,  Liz  will  review  our  inventory  and  call  or 
write  with  quotations  on  coins  you  need.  She  will  then 
continue  to  compare  your  needs  against  every  new  pur¬ 
chase  that  we  make.  Together  you  and  Liz  will  make 
your  collection  grow! 


2  If  your  collecting  interests  are  too  broad  to  condense  into 
•  want  list  form,  send  Liz  an  outline  of  what  you  are  looking 
for.  There  is  no  obligation  to  buy,  just  opportunity  to  receive 
regular  quotations  on  coins  you  can  use. 


3  If  you,  like  many  of  our  customers,  prefer  to 
•  have  Liz  build  a  want  list  for  you,  just  let  her 
know  and  she  can  make  suggestions  of  which 
type  of  coins  to  buy.  If  investment  is  a  considera¬ 
tion,  Liz  can  suggest  proven  past  winners  that 
should  perform  well  in  the  future.  She  can  help 
you  get  the  very  best  values  while  building  a  col¬ 
lection  or  portfolio  that  has  meaning  and 
direction. 


Our  Want  List  Program  is  working  for  hundreds  of  collectors  and  it  will  work  for 
you  too!  Get  in  touch  with  Liz  Arlin  today!  She  is  waiting  for  your  call  at 
(800)  222-5993.  Put  one  of  the  best  in  the  business  to  work  for  you  today! 
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Want  List  of  Major  Items 

For  the  personal  attention  of  Liz  Arlin 

(800)  222-5993 

Name _ _ 

Street  _ 

City  _ State _ 

Zip _ Telephone _ _____ 


Denomination 

Date,  Mintmark,  Variety 

Grade 

L, 

Comments  or  other  instructions: 

Mail  this  page  to  Liz  Arlin.  Or,  if  you  don't  wish  to  cut  out  this  page  of  the  Rare  Coin  Review,  simply  make  a  photocopy  of  this  form. 
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Amazingly  Popular! 

This  Limited  Edition  Frank  Gasparro  Coin  Set 
Is  One  Of  Our  Most  Popular  Offerings  Ever i 


From  1965  until  1981,  Frank  Gasparro 
was  Chief  Engraver  of  the  United  States 
Mint.  During  his  tenure  in  the  highest 
office  to  which  an  engraver  can  aspire,  he 
created  new  designs  for  four  different 
coins.  Now,  for  the  first  time  ever,  Frank 
Gasparro  has  personally  certified  1,000 
limited-edition  sets,  each  hand-numbered 
and  personally  signed  by  Frank  Gasparro. 

Each  set  is  mounted  in  a  custom-made 
plastic  display  holder  with  a  glossy  black 
background  and  beautiful  gold  lettering. 

At  the  center  is  mounted  the  Personal 

Certification 
from  Frank 
Gasparro,  hand 
signed  in  ink 
and  hand 
numbered. 

Each  coin  in 
the  set  is  a 
Gem  Proof— the 
finest  quality 
available.  Each 
piece  represents 
the  first  year  of 
issue  of  the  de¬ 
sign:  1959  Lin¬ 
coln  cent  mem¬ 
orial  reverse;  1964  Kennedy  half  dollar, 
eagle  reverse;  1971  Eisenhower  dollar,  ob¬ 
verse  and  reverse;  1979  Susan  An¬ 
thony  dollar,  obverse  and  reverse. 

Here  is  one  of  the  most  sig¬ 
nificant,  historical,  and  desirable 
numismatic  items  to  be  offered 
in  our  time.  Set  No.  1  was  re¬ 
tained  by  Frank  Gasparro  person¬ 
ally.  No.  2  was  presented  to  the 
National  Coin  Collection  at  the 
the  Smithsonian  Institution.  No. 

3  was  presented  to  the  American 
Numismatic  Society.  No.  4  was 
presented  to  the  American 
Numismatic  Association.  Only  996 


sets  remained  from  the  production,  and 
of  this  number  hundreds  have  already 
been  sold  to  appreciative  collectors, 
dealers,  and 
musuems.  This 
issue  is  well 
on  the  way  to 
being  sold  out. 

To  reserve 
one  of  these 
limited-edition  ■  Frank  Gasparro 
sets  telephone 

toll  free:  (800)  222-5993.  We  will  then  ship 
sets  immediately  to  credit  card  orders,  or 
will  reserve  your  set  awaiting  the  arrival 
of  your  check.  Remember,  this  is  a  strictly 
limited  edition  offer ;  and  once  the  996  sets 
offered  have  been  sold,  no  more  will  be 
available— ever.  To  be  assured  of  receiving 
one  or  more  of  these  scarce,  desirable, 
and  beautiful  numismatic  sets,  order 
right  away!  Each  set  is  j 
$125,  a  small  price  to  pay 
for  this  historical  item. 

Order  early— these  sets 
have  been  selling  very  well, 
and  we  cannot  guarantee 
how  long  our  supply  will 
last.  Of  course,  each  set  comes 
with  the  Bowers  and  Merena  30- 
day  money-back  guarantee  of  total  satisfaction. 


Yes!  I  would  like  to  take  advantage  of  this  unique  numismatic  opportunity!  Each 
of  these  limited-edition  sets  will  be  mounted  in  a  custom-made  display  holder,  and 
will  be  hand  numbered  and  personally  signed  by  Frank  Gasparro. 

Please  send  me _ set(s)  of  The  Coins  of  Frank  Gasparro  at  $125  per  set.  Enclos¬ 
ed  is  my  check  or  money  order  for  _ ,  or  charge  to  my  □  Visa, 

□  MasterCard,  or  □  American  Express  card. 

Account  No.  _ Expires - 

Issuing  Bank  (MasterCardA/isa)  _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ 

Signature  _ Phone___ _ 

Name  _ . _ 

Street _ 

City  _ State _ Zip _ 
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Colonial  Coins 

1724  Wood's  Hibernia  farthing.  EF-40.  An  attractive, 
chocolate-brown  piece  with  nice  central  device 
detail  visible.  Just  a  trace  off  center,  but  not 
detracting . 149.00 

1723  Wood's  Hibernia  halfpenny.  EF-45.  Pleasing, 
lustrous  light  brown  surfaces.  Well  struck,  nicely 
centered  and  problem-free  $175;  AU-55.  A  very 
attractive  reddish-brown  piece  with  traces  of 
original  mint  lustre.  Sharply  struck  and  well 
centered.  Free  of  pitting  or  corrosion  .325.00 


Scarce  1694  Elephant  Token 
Proprietors  O  Over  E  Variety 


1778  Machin's  Mills  copper.  VF.  11-78A.  Rarity-3. 

An  interesting  and  scarce  double  struck  error. 
Two  heads  are  clearly  visible  on  the  obverse, 
and  portions  of  two  seated  figures  are  noted  on 
the  reverse.  Dark  brown  planchet  overall  with 
red  highlights  .  . 625.00 


1694  Elephant  Token.  Proprietors  O  Over  E  vari¬ 
ety.  VF-20  (ANACS).  An  extremely  elusive  and 
important  variety  in  the  Carolina  Elephant  to¬ 
ken  series.  Most  survivors  are  not  in  this  nice 
state  of  preservation.  Pleasing  brass-colored  sur¬ 
faces  complemented  by  whispers  of  sky-blue 
and  violet  hues.  The  central  devices  are  strong, 
and  the  planchet  is  free  of  digs  and  scratches. 
A  small  rim  bruise  is  noted  at  9:00  on  the  re¬ 
verse.  Priced  to  sell  quickly  at  .  .  .  .4,250.00 

Although  there  is  no  law  known  authorizing  coinage  for  Car¬ 
olina,  it  is  believed  that  the  pieces  dated  1694  with  the  reverse 
legend  GOD  PRESERVE  CAROLINA  AND  THE  LORD'S  PRO- 
PRIETERS.  1694.  were  struck  in  England.  It  is  believed  that  they 
were  intended  as  advertising  items  to  heighten  interest  in  the 
American  colonies  with  specific  attention  paid  to  the  Carol¬ 
ina  Plantation. 


"WASHINGTON 
BORN  VIRGINIA" 

Res  trike  Cent  > 

H  J3r 

Around  the  year  1792,  Jacob  Perkins,  an  accomplished  die-  \  ^  Mcj  ./■ / 
cutter  who  lived  in  Newburyport,  Massachusetts,  engraved  dies 
for  a  "cent"  to  honor  President  George  Washington.  — 

The  obverse  depicted  the  portrait  of  Washington,  facing  left,  ~ 
with  the  surrounding  inscription:  GEO.  WASHINGTON  BORN 

VIRGINIA  FEB. 11.1732.  The  February  11th  date  is  Washington's  actual  date  of  birth.  Later,  the 
calendar  was  revised  to  eliminate  an  error,  and  all  earlier  dates  in  history  were  moved  for¬ 
ward  by  11  days.  Hence,  we  now  consider  Washington's  birth  date  to  be  February  22nd. 

The  reverse  listed  Washington's  accomplishments:  GENERAL/OF  THE/AMERICAN  ARMIES- 
/1 775/RESIGN  ED/1 783/PRESIDENT/OF  THE/UNITED  STATES/1789. 

Original  examples  of  the  1792  WASHINGTON  BORN  VIRGINIA  cent  are  great  rarities.  In¬ 
deed,  in  a  recent  Guide  Book  of  United  States  Coins,  a  price  of  $1,750  is  given  for  an  original 
in  just  Fine  grade. 

Sometime  around  1959  Albert  Collins,  a  Massachusetts  coin  dealer,  acquired  the  original 
obverse  die.  The  reverse  had  disappeared,  apparently  years  earlier.  From  the  obverse  he  struck 
2,000  uniface  (one-sided)  specimens  on  bright  copper  planchets.  The  obverse  die  was  then 
presented  to  the  American  Numismatic  Association  Museum. 

We  acquired  several  hundred  examples  of  this  interesting  restrike.  Each  is  Choice  Brilliant 
Uncirculated,  some  with  a  bit  of  natural  toning— each  is  a  beauty.  (Request  "WASHINGTON 
BORN  VIRGINIA"  cent.) 

1  coin . $19.95 

3  coins  (only  $17  apiece,  or  the  lot  for) . 51.00 

5  coins  (only  $16  apiece,  or  the  lot  for)  . 80.00 

10  coins  (only  $15  apiece,  or  the  lot  for) . 150.00 


1797  Nova  Eborac  copper.  Figure  Seated  Right.  EF- 

40.  An  appealing,  warm  tan  example.  Slightly 
off  center,  as  is  typical  for  this  variety.  The  rims 

and  surfaces  are  problem-free  . 995.00 

1797  Nova  Eborac.  Large  Head  variety.  VG-8.  A 
well-centered  piece  with  good  detail  still  visi¬ 
ble.  It  is  believed  that  fewer  than  30  specimens 

still  survive . 450.00 

1787  Nova  Eborac.  Figure  Facing  Left.  F-12.  Rarity- 
6.  Bold  central  devices  are  surrounded  by  brown 
surfaces  complemented  by  tan  highlights.  The 
planchet  is  somewhat  porous,  which  is  not  un¬ 
common  for  the  issue . 289.00 

1787  Connecticut  copper.  M27-a.1.  G-6.  An  attrac¬ 
tive  piece  with  nice  detail  visible.  The  planchet 
is  light  tan  overall  and  is  complemented  by  light 
rose  toning . 99.00 


Half  Cents 

1809/6  B-5,  C-5.  VF-30.  An  attactive,  problem-free 

example  of  this  popular  issue  . 79.00 

1825  B-2.  EF-45.  A  sharp  piece  with  nice  detail  visi¬ 
ble.  The  coin  has  been  recolored  at  one  time. 

A  somewhat  scarcer  date  . 110.00 

1828  12-Stars.  AG-3  $22;  G-4  $30;  VG-8.  Very  close 
to  grading  Fine  overall  $45;  VF-30  $115;  EF-40. 
Pleasing  with  nice  detail  $249;  EF-45.  Well 

struck . 295.00 

1818  13-Stars.  AU-50.  Deep  brown  surfaces  surround 
sharply  struck  central  devices . 185.00 

1832  EF-45.  Toned  rose,  golden  orange,  and  gun- 

metal  blue.  Attractive  . 110.00 

1833  EF-40  $99;  EF-45.  Extremely  sharply  struck 

with  nice  lustre.  A  few  light  scratches  are  noted 
above  Liberty's  head  $89;  AU-50.  Pleasing  tan 
surfaces  $159;  AU-55.  Extremely  well  struck  with 
attractive  glossy  brown  surfaces  complemented 
by  original  mint  lustre  . 215.00 

1834  EF-40  $99;  EF-45.  Glossy  brown  surfaces  $110; 

AU-50.  A  beautiful,  lustrous  piece  with  a  pleas¬ 
ing  light  tan  patina  $159;  AU-55.  Rich  red-brown 
and  tan  surfaces.  Sharply  struck  devices.  Fully 
lustrous  and  very  attractive . 215.00 

1835  EF-40.  Light  tan  surfaces  with  a  trace  of  sky- 

blue  toning.  Very  lustrous  and  sharply  struck 
$99;  EF-45.  Warm  brown  fields  $110;  AU-50.  Tan 
surfaces  complemented  by  mint  lustre  and  just 
a  tinge  of  red  highlights  $159;  About 
Uncirculated-55  . 215.00 

1849  B-4.  Rarity-2.  EF-45.  A  somewhat  scarcer  issue 
in  the  series.  Light  brown  and  red.  Lightly  clean¬ 
ed  at  one  time . 109.00 

1851  VF-20  $39;  EF-45.  Attractive  reddish-brown 

patination  $115;  AU-55  . 225.00 

1853VF-30  . 49.00 

1854  EF-40.  Attractive  chocolate-brown  surfaces. 
Some  light  rim  nicks  noted  $59;  AU-50.  Light 
tan  and  red  surfaces  $159;  AU-55.  A  sharply 
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U.S.  Copper  Coins 


>truck  specimen  with  a  great  deal  of  mint  lus¬ 
tre  over  medium  brown  surfaces  ...  225.00 

1855  EF-45  $115;  AU-55.  Well  struck _ 225.00 

1857  B-l.  Rarity-2.  EF-45.  Attractive  red  and  brown 
toning.  Nice  strike . 149.00 


Large  Cents 


Exceptional  1793  MS-60  Chain  AMERI.  1c 

Second  Finest  Known 


1793  Chain  AMERI.  Cent.  MS-60.  Sheldon-1.  High 
Rarity-4.  An  exceptional  example  of  our  nation's 
first  cent.  It  is  virtually  impossible  to  improve 
upon  the  quality  of  the  above  offered  piece.  An 
exceedingly  attractive  piece  with  beautiful  light 
brown  surfaces  complemented  by  just  the 
faintest  trace  of  pale  iridescent  toning.  Original 
mint  red  can  be  seen  in  protected  areas— mostly 
around  the  lettering  on  the  obverse  and  reverse. 
Only  two  1793  Chain  cents  extant  have  any  mint 


color  still  remaining,  and  the  above  of¬ 
fered  piece  is  one  of  them.  The  surfaces 
are  quite  reflective  and  serve  only  to 
complement  the  exceedingly  sharp 
strike  of  the  central  devices.  Each  in¬ 
dividual  strand  of  Liberty's  hair  is  sharply 
defined.  The  piece  is  well  centered  on 
the  planchet  and  is  surrounded  by  a  nice 
high  rim  which  has  served  to  help  pro¬ 
tect  the  fields.  Save  for  a  small  mark  on 


Liberty's  cheek  and  another  through  the 
3  in  the  date,  the  surfaces  are  pleasing¬ 
ly  mark  free.  Even  the  edge  devices  show 
an  exceptional  amount  of  detail.  A 
chance  of  a  lifetime  for  the  serious 
collector . 97,500.00 

In  1974  (his  piece  first  appeared  in  an  auction  sale 
conducted  by  Sotheby-Parke-Bernet  Galleries  It  later 
appeared  as  part  of  the  Herman  Halpern  Collection 
of  large  cents  offered  by  Stack's. 
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U.S.  Copper  Coins 


Elusive  1793  S-9  Wreath  Cent 


1793  Wreath  Cent.  S-9.  Reverse  H.  AU-50.  An 

extremely  attractive  example  of  the  issue.  This 
coin  has  a  very  rich  dark  brown  coloration 
which  is  uniform  throughout.  The  coin  is  ex¬ 
tremely  well  centered  with  ail  of  the  beading 
around  the  border  clearly  defined.  The  central 
devices  are  very  well  struck  and  exhibit  nice 
detail.  Only  the  highest  points  on  the  coin  ex¬ 
hibit  wear.  The  surfaces  are  pleasing  and 
problem-free.  An  excellent  opportunity  for  the 
quality-conscious  collector . 10,500.00 


1794  S-44.  VF-20.  Pleasing  medium  gray  surfaces 
complemented  by  a  tinge  of  red  coloration.  A 
pleasing  example  of  the  issue.  Some  minor  edge 
bumps  are  noted  around  the  piece.  If  not  for 
these,  the  coin  would  probably  grade  VF-30 
overall  . 395.00 


1794  S-43.  EF-40.  An  exceedingly  sharply  struck 
specimen.  The  coin  has  an  interesting  die  break 
through  the  U  in  UNITED  on  the  reverse  exten¬ 
ding  nearly  all  the  way  to  the  A  in  STATES.  Well 
centered  and  attractive.  Cleaned  long  ago,  but 
taking  on  rose  and  violet  toning  .  .  .  1,695.00 
1796  S-84.  F-15.  Pleasing  dark  brown  surfaces  with 
no  problems.  A  small  nick  is  noted  on  Liber¬ 
ty's  neck.  Porous  free  planchet  . 495.00 

1796  S-91.  Rarity-3.  F-15.  A  light  brown  piece  with 
a  tinge  of  tan  highlights.  A  mint  clip  is  noted 
beneath  the  96  in  the  date.  A  nice  piece  for  a 

type  collection . 495.00 

1796  S-87.  Rarity-3.  VF-20.  Lightly  toned  olive  over 
pale  brown  surfaces.  There  is  evidence  of 
weakness  in.  strike  in  the  letters  ENT  in  the  word 
CENT  on  the  reverse  . 725.00 


Last  Coin  Needed 

The  following  is  from  T.H.: 

"Dear  Liz: 

"Thank  you  very  much  for  holding  the  1916-D 
Mercury  dime  for  me.  It  is  the  last  coin  I  need  for 
my  dime  collection.  The  only  other  pieces  I  have 
encountered  in  the  desired  grade  were  from  other 
dealers  and  were  damaged  and  not  attractive,  al¬ 
though  the  technical  grade  was  correct.  I  know  I 
can  count  on  you  and  Bowers  and  Merena  to  always 
send  a  satisfactory  coin." 


Pleasing  EF-45  1800  Cent 


1800  S-97.  EF-45.  Known  as  the  Q  variety,  due  to 
a  die  flaw  in  the  second  0  in  the  date.  An  ex¬ 
tremely  attractive  red  and  brown  piece  with 
superb  detail  . 995.00 

Attractive  1802  AU-50  Large  Cent 


1802  S-239.  AU-50.  An  easily  recognizable  variety 
due  to  the  large  die  break  on  the  obverse  as 
noted  in  the  photograph.  A  very  lustrous  exam¬ 
ple  with  attractive  pale  brown  surfaces.  Well 
struck  and  nicely  preserved.  An  extremely  nice 
example  for  a  high-quality  type  set  1,150.00 


1803  S-260.  AU-58  (PCGS).  A  superb  example  of 
the  issue  with  a  needle-sharp  strike  and  excep¬ 
tional  eye  appeal.  This  coin  exhibits  light  red 
and  rose  surfaces  complemented  by  original 
mint  lustre  and  a  whisper  of  golden  toning.  The 
coin  has  pleasing  satiny  surfaces.  Priced  to  sell 


quickly  at  just .  1,795.00 

1808  S-277.  VG-8 . 89.00 


1808  S-277.  VG-8 . 89.00 


1808  S-279.  EF-45.  A  deep,  glossy  brown  example 
of  this  important  and  popular  Classic  EHead  large 
cent  variety.  Also  important  as  the  first  year  of 
issue  .  1,295.00 

The  Classic  Head  large  cent  varieties  from  1808  through  1814 
have  always  been  popular  among  Rare  Coin  Review  readers 
and  tend  to  sell  very  rapidly.  We  encourage  you  to  call  toll  free 
at  1-800-222-5993  if  this  item  is  of  interest  to  you 


1810  S-282.  AU-50  (PCGS).  A  beautiful,  glossy 
brown  example  with  a  trace  of  pale  sky-blue  ton¬ 
ing  on  the  reverse.  Scarce  and  popular  among 


large  cent  collectors  .  1,295.00 

1812  VG-8 . 89.00 


1838  Newcomb-9.  AU-55.  An  extraordinary  exam¬ 

ple  of  this  issue.  The  surfaces  are  a  deep  glossy 
brown  with  a  tinge  of  deep  red  visible.  Fully 
lustrous  and  well  struck.  A  small  mark  is  noted 
in  the  obverse  field  behind  one  of  the  curls  in 
Liberty's  hair.  A  pleasing  piece . 299.00 

1839  N-7.  VF-30.  Cleaned  at  one  time  .  .  .  59.00 

1850  Extremely  Fine-45.  Light  reddish-brown  sur¬ 
faces.  Mark-free . 89.00 

1851  EF-45  $89;  AU-50  .  139.00 

1853  EF-45.  Very  attractive  light  tan  surfaces  com¬ 

plemented  by  a  tinge  of  red  toning.  Well 
preserved . 89.00 

1854  N-4.  Rarity-5.  MS-60.  Exceedingly  sharply 

struck  and  very  attractive  with  original  mint 
lustre  . 299.00 

1855  Upright  5s.  N-2.  EF-45  $89;  N-3.  EF-45  $89; 

N-4.  EF-45  $89;  N-7.  EF-45  $89;  AU-50.  Lightly 
cleaned  at  one  time . 99.00 

1855  Slant  5s.  N-10.  EF-45.  Glossy  red-brown 

surfaces . 89.00 

1856  Slant  5s.  N-13.  EF-45  . 89.00 


Small  Cents 

FLYING  EAGLE  CENTS 


1857  AU-55  (ANACS).  A  well-struck  example  with 
a  pleasing  light  golden  color  $225;  MS-60. 
Superb  mint  lustre  and  frost  $369;  MS-64 
(PCGS).  A  superb  example  of  this  issue.  Ex¬ 
ceedingly  attractive  satinlike  surfaces  com¬ 
plemented  by  a  whisper  of  rose  iridescence.  Just 
a  faint  trace  of  weakness  is  visible  in  the  eagle's 
tail  feathers.  A  pleasing  piece . 1,995.00 

INDIAN  CENTS 

1863  EF-45.  Nice  strike  $42;  AU-55.  Sharp  and  very 

lustrous  . 59.00 

1864  Copper-nickel.  MS-60.  A  pleasing,  fully 

lustrous  example  with  attractive  pale  iridescent 
toning.  Well  struck . 149.00 

1864  Bronze.  MS-64.  An  extremely  attractive  ex¬ 
ample  of  the  issue  with  blazing  golden  orange 
surfaces.  Sharply  struck . 495.00 

1864-L  AU-50.  An  eye-appealing  piece  with 
beautiful  glossy  brown  surfaces  tinged  with 
original  mint  lustre.  Some  evidence  of  die 
clashing  visible  on  the  obverse.  A  difficult  and 
important  issue  in  the  series . 219.00 
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U.S.  One-Cent  to  Three-Cent  Coins 


1865  EF-40  $25;  EF-45  $32;  About  Uncirculated- 
50  $39;  MS-60.  Attractive  red,  orange  and  light 
blue  surfaces . 69.00 

18H  EF-45.  A  scarce  and  very  desirable  issue.  This 
coin  is  medium  brown  and  exhibits  nice  detail. 
A  planchet  flaw  is  noted  on  the  reverse  from 
the  rim  at  about  9:00  up  through  a  portion  of 
the  wreath  to  about  11:00 . 130.00 

1872  MS-63.  Red  and  brown.  A  beautiful  piece  with 
much  of  the  original  mint  red  remaining.  Sharp¬ 
ly  struck  and  problem  free.  Call  quickly  on  this 
one . 495.00 

1874  AU-55.  Light  tan  surfaces  toned  gunmetal  blue. 

Well  struck . 75.00 

1875  MS-60.  Sharply  struck  example  with  beautiful 

fiery  orange  surfaces . 149.00 

1876  Extremely  Fine-40.  Rich  chocolate-brown 

pati  nation . 79.00 


1877  AC-3.  Nice  detail  still  visible  on  this  problem- 
free  piece  $49;  VR20.  A  beautiful,  glossy  brown 
piece  with  an  extremely  attractive  problem-free 
planchet.  The  central  devices  are  strong.  A 
pleasing,  noteworthy  example  of  this  key  date 


in  the  Indian  cent  series . 525.00 

1881  MS-60  . 60.00 

1883  EF-45 . 23.00 


1886  MS-63.  An  outstanding  example  of  this  scarce 
issue.  The  piece  is  toned  in  gorgeous  sky-blue 
and  fiery  orange  iridescence.  A  small  toning 
spot  is  noted  on  the  reverse  in  the  ribbon  area 
169.00 

1887  MS-60.  Deep  red,  orange  and  electric  blue 

toning  over  lustrous  surfaces . 60.00 

1890  MS-63.  Exceptional  eye  appeal.  This  coin  has 

superb  glossy  brown  surfaces  with  mint  red 
highlights.  Sharply  struck . 129.00 

1891  MS-63.  This  example  has  blazing  mint  red  and 

orange  surfaces  . 99.00 

1892  MS-63.  Pleasing  satin-like  fields  are  com¬ 

plemented  by  pale  iridescent  toning.  Sharply 
struck . 99.00 

1893  EF-45  $11;  MS-63.  Frosty  surfaces  com¬ 
plemented  by  bright  golden-orange  .  .  .  99.00 

1897  EF-45  $11;  AU-50 . 23.00 

1898  MS-63.  Frosty  fields  and  devices  toned 

golden-orange  . 99.00 

1899  EF-40  $9;  EF-45  $11;  MS-63.  An  outstanding 
example  of  the  issue.  Superb  satinlike  lustre 
enhanced  by  fiery  orange  toning.  Sharply  struck 
and  exhibiting  exceptional  eye  appeal  .99.00 

1900  About  Uncirculated-50.  Medium  brown  with 

nice  mint  lustre  . 13.00 

1901  EF-45  $10;  AU-55  $19;  MS-60  $49;  MS-64 
(PCGS).  Pleasing  red  and  brown  ....  139.00 

1902  EF-45  $10;  AU-50  $13;  AU-55  $19;  MS-60  $49; 

MS-63.  Outstanding  eye  appeal.  This  coin  has 
superb  original  mint  lustre  and  is  toned  mahog¬ 
any  and  deep  gold . 89.00 

1903  EF-45  $10;  AU-50  $13;  AU-55  $19;  MS-60  $49; 

MS-63.  Gorgeous  glossy  brown  surfaces  with 
rose  and  sky-blue  highlights . 99.00 

1904  Extremely  Fme-45  $10;  MS-63.  Deep  golden- 

orange  color . 89.00 

1905  EF-45  $10;  AU-55  $19;  MS-60.  Lustrous  with 

pale  iridescent  toning  . 49.00 

1906  EF-45  $10;  AU-50  $13;  AU-55  $19;  MS-60.  Red 

and  brown  $49;  MS-63  . 89.00 


1907  EF-45  $10;  AU-55  $19;  MS-60.  Beautiful  red 
and  brown  surfaces  complemented  by  original 


mint  lustre . 49.00 

1908  EF-45  $10;  AU-50  $13;  AU-55  $19;  MS-63. 

Blazing  original  mint  lustre . 89.00 

1909  Indian  MS-60  $59;  MS-63  $99;  MS-63  (PCGS). 
Red  and  brown  with  a  sharp  strike  .  .  .99.00 

LINCOLN  CENTS 

1909  Lincoln.  MS-63.  A  lustrous  example  with 
golden  brown  surfaces . 23.00 


1909-S  VDB.  VF-30.  A  pleasing  glossy  brown  piece 
$329;  MS-60.  Exceedingly  sharply  struck  and 
attractively  toned  violet  and  rose  over  satiny  sur¬ 
faces  $495;  MS-63.  Red  and  brown.  Fully 
lustrous  and  well  struck  $595;  MS-64  (PCGS). 
Rich,  fully  lustrous  brown  surfaces  with  tinges 
of  mint  red  in  protected  areas.  Extremely  attrac¬ 
tive  and  problem-free  with  an  exceedingly  sharp 
strike  $695;  MS-64  (PCGS).  Red  and  brown  with 
some  slight  irregularity  in  toning.  Another 
superbly  struck  piece  with  Lincoln's  beard  ful¬ 
ly  defined.  A  nice  example  of  this  key  Lincoln 

cent  issue . 795.00 

1910  MS-60  $15;  MS-63 . 23.00 

1911-D  MS-60.  Pleasing  glossy  brown  with  traces 
of  mint  red . 105.00 


A  Modern  Rarity 
in  Superb  Condition 


One  of  the  most  popular  Lincoln 
cents  minted  in  fairly  recent 
times  is  the  1972  Doubled 
Die  obverse.  This  coin,  while  often  en¬ 
countered  in  Mint  State,  is  usually  red 
and  brown  in  coloration  or  may  be 
found  brilliant  but  spotted.  The  examples 
we  have  for  sale  are  the  finest  we  have 
ever  handled!  Each  piece  is  fully  red  and 
looks  like  it  just  left  the  die! 

This  is  certainly  an  unusual  opportuni¬ 
ty  to  acquire  a  scarce  and  popular  mod¬ 
ern  issue  which  is  far  harder  to  find  in 
MS-65,  full  red,  than  many  collectors 
realize.  Even  if  you  don't  collect  Lincoln 
cents,  this  coin  is  something  special  you 
will  really  enjoy  owning! 

The  1972  Doubled  Die  obverse,  Lin¬ 
coln  cent  MS-63  $199;  MS-65.  Full  mint 
red. .  .just  $249. 


1911-S  MS-63.  Sharply  struck  and  fully  lustrous  $210; 
MS-64.  Deep  golden-orange  iridescence  over 


exceedingly  sharply  struck  devices  .  .  .315.00 
1913-S  MS-63.  Light  gold  and  orange  toning  over 
fully  lustrous  surfaces . 175.00 

1918- D  MS-63.  Sharp  and  lustrous . 99.00 

1919- D  MS-63.  Pleasing  red  and  gold  .  79.00 

1919-S  MS-63 . 75.00 

1920  MS-65.  Blazing  fiery  orange  toning  over  fully 

brilliant  surfaces . 185.00 


1922-D  MS-60.  Rich  red  and  brown  surfaces.  A 
small  nick  is  noted  in  Lincoln's  beard  .79.00 


1930  MS-60  $6;  MS-63  $12;  MS-64  $17;  MS-65 
28.00 

1930-D  AU-55  $5;  MS-60  $11;  MS-63  $26;  MS-64 


45.00 

1930- S  MS-60  $7;  MS-63  $13;  MS-64  _ 40.00 

1931  MS-60  $18;  MS-63  $38;  MS-64.  .  .42.00 

1931- S  MS-63.  Full  mint  red  with  just  a  few  stray 

marks  $89;  MS-64.  Blazing  mint  red  and  full 
mint  lustre . 105.00 

1932- D  AU-55  $7;  MS-60  $13;  MS-63  $32;  Mint 

State-64  . 36.00 

1934  MS-65 . 13.00 

1934-D  MS-60  $18;  MS-63  $29;  MS-64  .  .  .  35.00 

1935  MS-65 . 8.50 

19.35- D  MS-65 . 13.00 

19.35- S  MS-65  . 65.00 

1936  MS-65 . 5.00 

1936-D  MS-65 . 7.00 

1936- S  MS-65  . 8.00 

1937  MS-65 . 8.00 

1937- D  MS-65  . 7.00 

1937- S  MS-65 . 9.00 

1938  MS-65 . 6.00 

1938- D  MS-65 . 9.95 

1938- S  MS-65 . 13.00 

1939  MS-65 . 5.00 

1939- D  MS-65 . 13.00 

1939-S  MS-65 . 10.00 


1972  Doubled  Die.  MS-63.  Full  mint  red  with  just 
a  mark  or  two  $199;  MS-65.  This  example  has 
superb  blazing  full  mint  red  and  virtually  im¬ 
maculate  surfaces . 249.00 


Gem  Uncirculated  MS-65 
Lincoln  Cent  Special 

Order  1934,  1935,  1935-D,  1935-S,  1936,  1936- 
D,  1936-S,  1937,  1937-D,  1937-S,  1938,  1938-D, 
1938-S,  1939,  1939-D,  and  1939-S  and  receive 
the  package  for  just  $179!  If  ordered  separate¬ 
ly,  these  coins  would  cost  $204.45,  but  if  you 
order  today,  and  ask  for  package  special  #1,  we 
will  send  you  the  16  pieces  for  over  10%  sav¬ 
ings  off  the  regular  price.  Limit  one  per 
customer. 


Two-Cent  Pieces 

1864  Large  Motto.  AU-50.  Pleasing  orange-brown 

surfaces.  A  die  cud  is  noted  on  the  obverse  be¬ 
neath  the  date  $89;  AU-55  . 99.00 

1865  AU-55.  Fully  lustrous  with  a  great  deal  of  mint 

red  visible . 99.00 


Nickel  Three-Cent  Pieces 

1865  AU-50  $55;  AU-55  $65;  MS-60  ....  159.00 

1866  AU-50 . 55.00 
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U.S.  Three-Cent  to  Five-Cent  Coins 


1869  AU-55.  Fully  lustrous  with  a  nice  strike  and 
pleasing  soft  pastel  toning . 65.00 

1881  EF-40.  A  pleasing,  problem-free  example  of 
this  scarce  issue.  Nicely  struck  with  a  tinge  of 
original  mint  lustre . 105.00 

Silver  Three-Cent  Pieces 

1851  AU-55.  Lustrous  with  deep  golden-orange 

toning . 179.00 

1851-0  AU-58.  A  satiny  example  with  fully  lustrous 
surfaces  complemented  by  a  tinge  of  pale  or¬ 
ange  peripheral  toning.  The  only  branch  mint 
silver  three-cent  piece  . 325.00 

1852  AU-50.  Frosty  with  champagne  toning  $149; 

About  Uncirculated-58.  Satinlike  surfaces  sur¬ 
round  frosty  devices . 215.00 

1856  Extremely  Fine-40.  Warm  rose  and  gray  sur¬ 
faces  with  some  heavier  gunmetal  blue  toning 
on  the  obverse . 129.00 

1858  AU-50.  Gunmetal-blue  and  charcoal-gray  sur¬ 
faces.  Nice  strike . 229.00 

1859  AU-55.  Lustrous  and  well  struck  .  .  .  179.00 

1862  AU-55.  Somewhat  reflective  surfaces  enhanc¬ 
ed  by  pale  orange  toning . 179.00 

Nickel  Five-Cent  Pieces 

SHIELD  NICKELS 

1866  Rays.  About  Uncirculated-55.  Beautiful 

original  mint  lustre  with  a  trace  of  champagne 
toning.  Popular#type  piece . 189.00 

1867  No  Rays.  AU-50.  Fully  lustrous  with  light  pastel 

toning  . 49.00 

1868  AU-55  $69;  MS-60.  Beautiful  pale  gold  and 

rose  over  fully  lustrous  surfaces . 125.00 


1871  MS-63.  A  beautifully  toned  deep  rose,  golden- 
orange,  and  warm  gray  coin.  Surfaces  are  com¬ 
pletely  original  and  fully  lustrous  and  serve  to 
complement  sharply  struck  central  devices.  A 


pleasing  example . 595.00 

1881  G-4.  Nice  detail  still  visible  on  this  scarce  and 
important  issue.  The  reverse  could  probably 

grade  VG  overall  . 225.00 

1883  Shield.  EF-45  $75;  AU-55  . 95.00 

LIBERTY  NICKELS 

1883  No  Cents.  AU-55  . 19.00 

1883  With  Cents.  MS-60.  Fully  brilliant.  .189.00 

1884  AU-55 . 99.00 


of  light  rose  and  pale  gray  toning.  Very  sharply 
struck.  One  of  the  scarcest  issues  in  the  Liber¬ 
ty  Head  nickel  series  $825;  AU-55.  A  piece  with 
beautiful  pale  orange  and  gold  toning  over  ful¬ 
ly  lustrous  surfaces.  A  small  mark  is  noted  on 
Liberty's  cheek . 825.00 

1886  AU-55.  Brilliant  and  fully  lustrous.  Some 

weakness  in  strike  visible  on  the  very  top  of  Lib¬ 
erty's  head.  Very  scarce  issue  in  the  series,  and 
popular  among  collectors . 325.00 

1887  AU-55  $99;  MS-60.  Fully  lustrous.  A  light  ob¬ 

verse  scratch  is  noted  on  Liberty's  neck  $99;  MS- 
60.  Beautiful  full  mint  frost.  Somewhat  softly 
struck  . 110.00 

1888  About  Uncirculated-55.  Gorgeous  original 

mint  lustre  complemented  by  a  tinge  of  rose  ir¬ 
idescence.  A  small  rim  nick  is  noted  at  3:00  on 
the  obverse . 89.00 

1889  AU-50 . 69.00 

1890  AU-50  $75;  MS-60.  Slightly  mirrored  surfaces 

toned  gold  and  orange.  This  example  is  very 
sharply  struck . 195.00 

1891  About  Uncirculated-50  $75;  MS-60.  Gorgeous 

satin  lustre . 189.00 

1892  AU-55  . 89.00 

1893  AU-50  $75;  Proof-63  (NGC).  A  beautiful, 

reflective  piece  toned  in  gorgeous  pale  irides¬ 
cent  hues.  Very  sharply  struck . 395.00 

1894  About  Uncirculated-55.  A  more  elusive  piece 

in  higher  states  of  preservation.  This  coin  is  fully 
lustrous,  well  struck  and  attractively  toned  in 
champagne  hues  . 125.00 

1895  AU-55  . 89.00 

1896  AU-55 . 89.00 

1897  AU-55  . 89.00 

1898  About  Uncirculated-55.  Satiny  lustre  toned 

pale  orange . 89.00 

1899  AU-55  $99;  MS-60.  Superb  satinlike  fields. 

Nice  eye  appeal . 189.00 

1900  AU-55  $79;  MS-60  $179;  Proof-63  (PCGS).  An 

attractive  mirrored  piece  with  pleasing  sky-blue 
toning . 395.00 

1901  MS-60  . 179.00 

1902  EF-45  $39;  AU-50  . 59.00 

1903  AU-55  $79;  MS-60  $179;  Proof-63  (PCGS). 

Sharply  struck  devices  are  surrounded  by  reflec¬ 
tive  fields  with  traces  of  toning . 395.00 

1904  AU-55  $79;  MS-60  .  179.00 

1905  AU-55  $59;  AU-55  . 79.00 

1906  AU-55  $79;  MS-60  $179;  MS-63.  A  beautiful 

coin  with  pleasing  satiny  fields  enhanced  by  a 
whisper  of  pastel  iridescence . 359.00 

1907  AU-55  $79;  Proof-63  (PCGS).  A  fully  brilliant 

coin  with  heavily  frosted  devices.  The  lowest 
Proof  mintage  issue  in  the  entire  Liberty  Head 
series . 425.00 

1908  AU-55  . 79.00 

1909  EF-45.  Deep  golden-orange  toning  .  .39.00 

1910  AU-55  $79;  AU-58.  A  fully  lustrous  coin  with 

outstanding  iridescent  toning . 99.00 

1911  MS-60.  Pleasing  full  mint  bloom  with  a  trace 

of  pale  orange  toning . 179.00 

1912  EF-45  $39;  AU-55  $79;  MS-60.  Attractively 

toned  . 179.00 

1912-D  About  Uncirculated-55.  A  scarce  issue  in 
the  series.  This  piece  is  very  pleasing  with  nice 
mint  lustre  and  just  a  whisper  of  pale  orange 
and  gold  toning . 125.00 

BUFFALO  NICKELS 


1885  F-15.  Extremely  nice  detail  still  visible  with 
a  full  and  bold  LIBERTY.  An  original  piece  with 
light  gray  and  gold  toning  $395;  AU-55 
(ANACS).  Fully  lustrous  piece  with  a  whisper 


1913-S  Type  II.  AU-55.  A  lustrous  piece  with  a  trace 
of  original  toning.  Nice  strike  $225;  AU-58.  Fully 
lustrous  with  just  the  faintest  trace  of  rub.  Very 
sharp . 259.00 


1914-S  MS-63  (PCGS).  A  pleasing  coin  with  some 
light  toning.  Free  of  detracting  carbon  spotting 
or  problems.  Well  struck . 215.00 

1916-D  MS-64.  Razor-sharp  devices  are  com¬ 
plemented  by  light  golden  toning.  If  not  for 
some  stray  fly  specks,  this  coin  would  grade  MS- 
65  overall . 495.00 

1918-D  MS-60.  Attactively  toned  rose  and  mauve. 
The  strike  is  somewhat  soft  . 195.00 

1920  MS-62  (NGC).  Lustrous  and  very  sharply 

struck.  Lightly  toned  rose  and  heather.  A  few 
light  fly  specks  noted . 135.00 

1921  MS-63  (PCGS).  A  fully  lustrous  piece  with 

beautiful  pale  orange  toning  . 189.00 

1926-D  MS-63.  Elusive  issue.  A  pleasing  example 
$315;  MS-64.  Full  mint  bloom  with  some  light 
mottled  toning.  Soft  mintmark . 425.00 

1929  MS-64  $99;  MS-64  (PCGS).  Gorgeous  full 
mint  brilliance  and  superb  lustre . 99.00 

1929- D  MS-64.  Full  mint  bloom  complemented  by 

warm  golden-gray  toning.  A  nice  original 
example . 235.00 

1930- S  MS-64.  Exceptional  full  mint  frost  with 

gorgeous  satinlike  surfaces.  Softly  struck  as  is 
typical  for  the  issue . 259.00 

1934- D  MS-63  $99;  MS-65.  Needle-sharp  strike. 

Beautiful  iridescent  toning . 575.00 

1935- D  MS-64  (PCGS).  Exceptional  satiny  lustre 

toned  light  blue,  pale  orange,  and  rose. 
Attractive  . 325.00 

1936  MS-63  . 35.00 

1936- D  MS-63  $37;  MS-65.  Full  mint  bloom 
enhanced  by  pale  orange  toning  ....  149.00 

1937  MS-60  $19;  MS-63  . 35.00 

1937- D  MS-63  $35;  MS-65 . 79.00 

1937-D  3-Legged.  EF-45.  A  pleasing,  original  exam¬ 
ple  of  this  popular  coin.  This  piece  exhibits  a 
nice  strike  and  is  attractively  toned  pale  gold 
$215;  AU-50.  A  sharp  piece  with  traces  of  mint 


lustre  visible.  Toned  pale  gold . 295.00 

1937- S  MS-63  . 37.00 

1938- D  Buffalo.  MS-63  $32;  MS-65  . 75.00 


JEFFERSON  NICKELS 

1942  Type  I.  Proof-65.  A  gorgeous,  satiny  piece  with 

beautiful  light  iridescent  toning . 49.00 

1942-P  Type  II.  Proof-60.  Fully  brilliant  $149;  Proof- 
63.  Frosty  central  devices  surrounded  by  highly 
reflective  fields  $249;  Proof-64.  Razor-sharp 
strike.  Frosty  and  brilliant  $295;  Proof-65.  A 
gorgeous,  frosty  cameo-like  portrait  surround¬ 
ed  by  mirrored  surfaces  toned  with  a  whisper 

of  champagne  iridescence . 375.00 

1943/2  MS-63.  This  example  has  pleasing  frosty  lus¬ 
tre  with  a  tinge  of  champagne  toning.  Well 
struck.  The  key  date  within  the  Wartime  varie¬ 
ty  dating  1942-1945  . 485.00 


A  Beautiful  Silver  Dollar 

The  following  is  from  T.L.A.: 

"Dear  Liz  Arlin  and  Tom  Becker: 

"Once  again  I  am  writing  to  thank  you  for  the 
exceptional  coin  you  selected  and  sent  to  me.  The 
Proof-64  1872  Liberty  Seated  silver  dollar  is 
beautiful,  original,  and  completely  satisfying  in 
every  way.  Although  I  diligently  search  for  this  kind 
of  quality,  I  very  seldom  find  pieces  of  this  calibre. 
Please  find  enclosed  my  check  in  full  payment  of 
it,  plus  an  additional  amount  for  Walter  Breen's  new 
Encyclopedia.'  Your  efforts  are  appreciated,  and  I 
thank  you  for  keeping  me  in  mind  when  such  coins 
become  available.” 
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Success  Secrets 

How  To  Be  A  Successful  Coin  Dealer,  by  Q.  David  Bowers 


Interested  in  becoming 
a  coin  dealer?  Or  are 
you  a  collector  or  in¬ 
vestor  who  is  interested  in 
how  things  are  behind 
the  scenes  in  a  coin 
dealership?  Either  way, 
you  will  tind  the  new 
book,  How  To  Be  A  Suc¬ 
cessful  Coin  Dealer  to 
be  a  fascinating  guide  to 
the  intricacies  of  the 
business. 

The  author,  Q.  David 
Bowers,  has  cred-.^* 
entials  which 
few  can  match:  35 
years  in  the  coin 
business,  catalogu- 
ing  many  of  the 
world's  most  famous ' 
rarities  and  collections, 
serving  as  president  at 
one  time  of  the  Profes¬ 
sional  Numismatists  Guild, 
and  being  involved  in 
many  other  activities. 


The  present  volume  is 
extracted  and  up¬ 
dated  from  his  long¬ 
term  series  in  Coin  World. 

Fifteen  chapters  cover 
everything  from 
building  a  coin  stock 
to  grading,  to  authentici¬ 
ty,  to  starting  a  business, 
to  attending  conventions, 
to  turning  a  profit  in  this 


very  competitive  field. 
There  are  even  good 
words  of  advice  on  pick¬ 
ing  a  company  name, 
planning  advertising  and 
checking  it  for  results,  and 
managing  expenses- 
something  which  even 
the  long-established 
dealer  will  find  useful.  In¬ 
teresting  illustrations  and 
a  comprehensive  index 
complete  the 
work. 
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Half  Dimes 


U.S.  Silver  Coins  for  Sale 


CAPPED  BUST  TYPE 

1829  Valentine-7.  AU-50.  A  gorgeous  piece  with 
outstanding  pale  green,  fiery  orange,  and  golden 
peripheral  toning  $249;  V-9.  AU-50.  Extremely 
sharply  struck  with  each  curl  well  defined.  A 
nice,  strictly  original  example  toned  in  pale  ir¬ 
idescent  hues . 249.00 

1831  VF-20.  A  nice  problem-free  piece  with 
beautiful  light  pastel  toning . 99.00 


1832  V-1.  EF-45.  Mint  lustre  visible  in  protected 

areas.  Lightly  toned  $169;  V-8.  About 
Uncirculated-58.  A  fully  lustrous  example  with 
gorgeous  deep  iridescent  obverse  toning.  The 
central  devices  are  frosty . 325.00 

1833  V-6.  EF-40.  A  pleasing  charcoal-gray  example 

with  electric  blue  and  golden  highlights.  Well 
struck . 149.00 

1834  V-4.  About  Uncirculated-50.  A  pleasing  exam¬ 

ple  for  a  type  set.fThis  coin  has  gorgeous  deep 
fiery  orange,  gunmetal-blue  and  pale  green 
peripheral  toning . 249.00 

1835  V-7.  EF-45  .  169.00 

LIBERTY  SEATED  TYPE 

1837  No  Stars.  VF-20  $89;  VF-30 . 99.00 

1838  No  Drapery.  EF-40.  Beautifully  toned  in 

gunmetal-blue  hues.  Well  struck  $79;  AU-55. 
Gorgeous  original  mint  lustre  surrounds  sharply 
struck  and  frosty  devices . 189.00 


1839  No  Drapery.  AU-58.  A  superb  example  of  the 
issue.  The  coin  is  fully  struck,  satinlike  and  ex¬ 
quisitely  toned  in  soft  golden  iridescence.  A 


nice  item  for  a  type  collection . 565.00 

1840  No  Drapery.  EF-40  . 49.00 

1841  AU-50.  Deep  orange  and  red  toning 

throughout.  Sharp  strike  $175;  AU-55.  A  frosty 
piece  with  subdued  natural  mint  lustre.  Toned 
in  mottled  hues  . 215.00 

1843  AU-50  . 159.00 

1844-0  G-4.  Rare  issue . 75.00 

1845  AU-55.  Brilliant  and  frosty . 189.00 

1849  AU-55.  Pleasing  iridescence  over  lustrous 

surfaces  . 189.00 

1850  AU-55.  Pleasing  iridescent  toning  .  .  189.00 

1851- 0  F-15  $35;  AU-50.  Lustrous  with  a  tinge  of 

champagne  peripheral  toning . 235.00 

1852- 0  F-12 . 69.00 


1853  Arrows  at  Date.  EF-45.  Sharply  struck  with 
original  surfaces  attractively  toned  $89;  AU-50. 
Frosty  and  lustrous  $159;  AU-55.  Gorgeous  ful¬ 
ly  lustrous  example  with  a  whisper  of  sky-blue 


toning.  Very  attractive.  Traces  of  clashed  dies 
visible . 189.00 

1854  Arrows.  EF-45  $89;  AU-50 . 159.00 

1854-0  Arrows  at  Date.  AU-50.  A  beautiful  exam¬ 
ple  with  gorgeous  deep  golden  toning.  Nice 
strike . 159.00 

1855  Arrows.  EF-40  .  79.00 

1856  EF-45  $89;  About  Uncirculated-50.  Beautiful 

pastel  iridescence . 159.00 

1856-0  VF-20  . 49.00 

1857  EF-40  $79;  EF-45  . 89.00 

1858  EF-45.  A  pleasantly  toned  piece  in  light  pas¬ 
tel  iridescence  $89;  AU-50.  Lightly  toned  with 
frosty  surfaces  $159;  MS-60.  A  sharply  struck 
piece  surrounded  by  reflective  fields  toned 
gunmetal-blue  and  fiery  orange.  An  attractive 


example . 295.00 

1859  AU-50  . 159.00 


1860  EF-40  $79;  AU-50.  A  beautiful  coin  toned  in 

gorgeous  iridescent  hues.  The  central  devices 
are  sharp  and  frosty . 145.00 

1860-0  EF-45  $69;  AU-55.  An  extremely  sharply 
struck  example  toned  in  beautiful  rose  hues  over 
full  satinlike  surfaces  . 179.00 

1861  EF-45  $69;  AU-50.  Lustrous  with  mottled 
peripheral  toning.  Some  light  scratches  are 
noted  near  the  date  on  the  obverse  $35;  About 
Uncirculated-50.  Reflective  surfaces  surround 


frosty  devices . 145.00 

1862  EF-45  $69;  AU-50  . 145.00 


1868  VF-20.  A  pleasing  original  piece  with  attrac¬ 

tive  iridescent  toning.  The  coin  is  a  pleasing 
problem-free  example  with  some  good  detail 
present.  One  of  the  more  scarce  issues  in  the 
entire  Liberty  Seated  half  dime  series  with  a 
mintage  of  just  89,200  . 169.00 

1869  MS-60.  A  beautiful,  lustrous  example  with 

nice  frosty  devices  and  slightly  reflective  fields 
toned  in  pastel  iridescence  . 425.00 

1869-S  AU-58.  Attractive  golden  and  lime-green  ton¬ 
ing  over  fully  lustrous  surfaces . 249.00 

1870  F-15  $10;  EF-45  $69;  AU-50  $145;  AU-55. 

Sharply  struck . 179.00 

1871  EF-45  $69;  About  Uncirculated-50.  Outstan¬ 

ding  deep  iridescent  toning.  Superb  eye  appeal 
$145;  AU-55  .  179.00 

1872  EF-45  $69;  AU-50  .  145.00 

1872-S  Mintmark  Above  Bow.  EF-45  $69;  AU-55.  A 

breathtakingly  beautiful  example  delicately 
toned  in  champagne  iridescence.  Fully  lustrous 
and  very  attractive  . 179.00* 


1872- S  Mintmark  Below  Bow.  MS-62  (NGC).  A 

pleasing,  frosty  piece  with  satinlike  lustre 

enhanced  by  a  trace  of  toning . 595.00 

1873  Closed  3.  EF-45  $69;  MS-60.  Satiny,  sharply 
struck  and  brilliant . 349.00 

1873- S  EF-45  $69;  AU-50.  Light  lilac  toning  over 
pleasing  lustrous  surfaces.  Last  year  of  issue  for 
the  Liberty  Seated  half  dime  series  .  145.00 


ORDER  EARLY! 


Dimes 

DRAPED  BUST  TYPE 

1803  JR-3.  G-4.  A  nice  problem-free  example  of  the 
grade  with  good  detail  visible.  A  trace  of  pale 
orange  peripheral  toning  adds  to  the  appeal  of 


the  piece . 495.00 

1805  AG-3.  Variety  with  four  berries  ...  295.00 


1807  JR-1.  AU-50.  An  extremely  attractive  piece  with 
gorgeous  full  mint  lustre  enhanced  by  light 
golden  toning.  The  central  devices  are  very 
sharply  struck  with  each  hair  strand  clearly  visi¬ 
ble.  Unfortunately,  there  is  a  trace  of  weakness 
in  strike  below  the  eagle's  tailfeathers.  A  small 
rim  ding  is  noted  at  11:00  on  the  obverse  above 
the  L  in  LIBERTY.  A  beautiful  example  of  the 
issue  . 1,650.00 


1821  Small  Date.  VF-20.  An  original  example  with 
traces  of  mint  lustre  in  protected  areas.  This  coin 
is  attractively  toned  rose,  pale  orange,  gold  and 
light  gray  $129;  JR-8.  MS-60/63.  A  breathtakingly 
beautiful  specimen  with  a  razor-sharp  strike  and 
superb  satinlike  surfaces  enhanced  by  deep 
golden  orange  and  pale  green  toning.  An  ex¬ 
ceptional  piece  for  the  quality-conscious 


collector . 1,425.00 

1821  Large  Date.  VF-20.  Medium  gray  .  .  .  115.00 

1825  JR-2.  About  Uncirculated-50.  A  fully  lustrous, 
brilliant  example  . 695.00 


1827  JR-11.  EF-45.  An  attractive  piece  with  a  great 

deal  of  original  mint  lustre  visible.  Lightly  toned. 
The  strike  is  slightly  soft  $349;  )R-4.  Rarity-2. 
AU-50.  Mostly  brilliant  with  just  a  tinge  of 

peripheral  toning . 695.00 

1828  Small  Date.  JR-1.  Rarity-2.  AU-55.  An  outstan¬ 

ding  example  with  a  razor-sharp  strike,  satiny 
surfaces  and  beautiful  pearl-gray  toning  with 

light  golden  highlights . 795.00 


1831  JR-4.  AU-55.  An  extremely  well-struck  exam¬ 
ple  with  satiny  surfaces  toned  in  pastel  irides¬ 


cence.  A  pleasing  example . 565.00 

1834  JR-1.  AU-50  . 475.00 


1835  JR-1.  EF-40.  Lightly  toned  $275;  JR-4.  EF-45. 

Very  lustrous  for  an  EF-45  specimen.  Pleasing 
light  iridescent  toning  $295;  JR-5.  AU-50.  Ex¬ 
ceptional  eye  appeal.  This  piece  is  toned  deep 
electric  blue,  fiery  golden-orange  and  cham¬ 
pagne.  Superb  eye  appeal  . 475.00 

1836  JR-3.  AU-55.  Fully  lustrous  and  mostly  bril¬ 

liant  with  just  a  tinge  of  rose  peripheral  toning. 
Nice  strike . 565.00 
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LIBEKTV  SEATED  TYPE 


U.S.  Silver  Coins 


1837  Small  Date.  No  Stars.  F-15 . 49.00 

18  18-0  No  Drapery.  No  Stars.  F-15.  The  only  New 
Orleans  Mint  issue  of  this  variety  with  No  Stars 
on  the  obverse.  A  scarce  and  important  issue 
in  the  series.  This  piece  has  beautiful  gray  and 
golden  surfaces.  The  central  devices  exhibit  nice 

detail  . 185.00 

1839-0  VF-30.  This  coin  has  much  mint  lustre.  At¬ 
tractively  toned  in  deep  sky-blue  and  golden- 

orange  hues . 35.00 

1850  EF-40 . 49.00 

1853  Arrows  at  Date.  EF-40  $39;  EF-45.  This  exam¬ 
ple  is  fully  lustrous  and  very  attractive.  Sharply 
struck  with  frosty  devices  enhanced  by  pastel 
toning  . 49.00 


1859  Proof-60  (ANACS).  A  brilliant  example  with 
just  a  tinge  of  light  peripheral  toning.  The  cen¬ 
tral  devices  are  frosty  and  well  struck.  Just  800 
Proofs  were  minted  of  this  issue.  Walter  Breen 
states  in  his  Complete  Encyclopedia  of  U.S.  and 


Colonial  Coins  that  many  of  the  Proofs  were 
melted  as  unsold  or  spent . 1,150.00 

1866-S  F-12  . 59.00 

1873  Arrows  at  Date.  F-15  . 32.00 

1874  Arrows  at  Date.  EF-40.  A  mostly  brilliant  piece 

with  some  olive-green  peripheral  toning.  The 
surfaces  are  somewhat  reflective . 129.00 

1875  AU-50  . 99.00 

1877  EF-45 . 79.00 


1886  AU-50.  Beautiful  deep  iridescent  toning  $99; 
AU-55.  Brilliant,  frosty  and  lustrous  .  .  139.00 

1887  AU-50.  Slightly  mirrored  surfaces  com¬ 
plemented  by  deep  iridescent  toning.  .99.00 

1888  EF-45  $99;  About  Uncirculated-50.  Gorgeous 

satiny  surfaces  toned  in  beautiful  deep  irides¬ 
cent  hues . 99.00 


BARBER  TYPE 


1892  AU-55.  A  sharply  struck,  frosty  example  of  this 

first  year  of  issue . 99.00 

1893  AU-55.  Frosty  central  devices  are  com¬ 

plemented  by  tinges  of  fiery  toning.  Very 
attractive . 99.00 

1897  AU-50  $99;  MS-60.  Deep  gunmetal-blue  and 

violet  toning . 225.00 

1897-0  EF-40.  A  pleasing  example  with  generous 
amounts  of  mint  lustre.  A  nick  near  Liberty's 
mouth  is  noted  on  the  obverse.  This  is  a  scarce 
issue . 115.00 

1898  About  Uncirculated-50.  Pleasing  iridescent 

toning  $89;  MS-60.  A  reflective  piece  with  a 
superb  strike  and  a  trace  of  sky-blue,  rose  and 
soft  orange  toning  . 225.00 

1899  EF-40  $32;  Extremely  Fine-45.  Beautiful  lilac 

toning . 39.00 

1900-S  EF-45  . 39.00 

1902  AU-50.  Fully  brilliant  . 89.00 

1904  VF-30  . 15.00 

1906  FF-40  $32;  AU-55.  A  pleasing  example  with 
mirrored  surfaces  toned  pale  orange  .  .99.00 


1909-0  VF-30  . 23.00 

1910  EF40  $32;  About  Uncirculated-58.  Fully 
lustrous  and  brilliant  .  . 149.00 


1911  MS-60  $225;  MS-64.  A  gorgeous,  strictly 
original  example  with  superb  satiny  surfaces 
enhanced  by  a  whisper  of  pale  orange 
peripheral  toning.  Sharply  struck  and  mark-free. 


A  beautiful  piece . 825.00 

1912  AU-55  . 99.00 


1913  EF-40  $29;  AU-50  $89;  MS-60.  Fully  lustrous 

with  just  a  trace  of  peripheral  toning.  A  small 
scratch  is  noted  on  Liberty's  chin  $99;  MS-60, 
pleasing  satiny  lustre  lightly  toned.  Sharply 
struck . 225.00 

1913-S  G-4/VG-8.  A  nice,  problem-tree  example  of 
this  scarce  issue . 15.00 

1914  EF-40  $32;  EF-45  $39;  AU-55.  Reflective  sur¬ 

faces  surround  frosty  devices  and  are  traced  with 
a  whisper  of  champagne  toning . 99.00 

1915  VF-30  $9;  AU-50  $89;  MS-60  . 225.00 

1916  Barber.  AU-50  $89;  About  Uncirculated-55. 

Satiny  lustre . 99.00 

1916-S  Barber.  AU-50.  Brilliant.  Last  year  of  issue 
for  the  Barber  dime  series . 89.00 

MERCURY  DIMES 


1940  MS-6  i  $22;  Proof-65 

1940-D  MS-63  $35;  MS-63  FSB  $42;  MS-65  FSB. 
Lustrous  . 139.00 

1940- S  MS-63  $22;  MS-64 . 28.00 

1941  MS-63  $19;  MS-65  $45;  Proof-65.  Superb  full 

mint  brilliance . 550.00 

1941- D  MS-63  $38;  MS-63  FSB  $45;  MS-64  FSB. 

Fully  lustrous . 59.00 

1941- S  MS-63  $22;  MS-63  FSB  $36;  MS-65.  Take 

your  pick . 59.00 

1942/1  VF-20  . 249.00 

1942  MS-63  $22;  MS-65  $49;  Proof-65  . 550.00 

1942- D  Mint  State-63  FSB  $38;  MS-65  $59;  MS-65 

FSB . 129.00 

1942- S  MS-63  $27;  MS-65  . 69.00 

1943  MS-63  $22;  MS-63  FSB  $29;  MS-65  $59;  MS- 

65  FSB  . 115.00 

1943- D  MS-63  $22;  MS-63  FSB  $35;  MS-64  $47; 

MS-65  FSB . 99.00 

1943- S  MS-63  $22;  MS-65  $59;  MS-65.  This  one 

has  nice  lustre . 129.00 

1944  MS-63  $23;  MS-65  . 75.00 

1944- D  MS-63  $21;  MS-63  FSB  $35;  MS-65  FSB. 

Lustrous . 99.00 

1944- S  MS-63  $22;  MS-63  FSB  $32;  MS-64  $37; 

MS-65  . 49.00 

1945  MS-63  $19;  MS-65  . 59.00 

1945- D  MS-63  $19;  MS-65  . 45.00 

1945-S  MS-63  . 22.00 


1916  Mercury  AU-50  $19;  AU-55 . 23.00 

1916-D  G-4.  Key  date  in  series.  Pleasing  medium 

gray  surfaces.  Problem-free.  Nice  .  .  .  .289.00 
1916-S  Mercury  MS-60  $49;  MS-64.  Lustrous  with 
light  golden  and  silver-gray  toning  .  .  .  149.00 

1917  MS-60 . 21.00 

1918-D  EF-45  . 25.00 

1920- S  MS-64.  Blazing  mint  brilliance  with  superb 

satinlike  lustre.  Well  struck . 375.00 

1921  F-12 . 69.00 

1921- D  G-4  $29;  About  Uncirculated-50.  Brilliant 

with  reflective  surfaces.  Sharp  with  bold 
mintmark . 595.00 


Exceptional  1921-D  MS-64  10c 


1921-D  MS-64  (NGC).  Outstanding  satinlike 
lustre  which  is  strictly  original  and  enhanced 
by  a  tinge  of  champagne  toning.  A  superb  ex¬ 
ample  of  this  key  issue . 1,750.00 


1923  MS-64.  Fully  lustrous  with  beautiful  pale  or¬ 
ange  toning.  Nearly  Full  Split  Bands  .  159.00 


1927-D  AU-55.  Toned . 89.00 

1936  MS-63  . 25.00 

1937  MS-63  $32;  MS-65  $59;  MS-65  FSB.  A  nice 

selection . 99.00 

1938  MS-63  $32;  MS-65  $75;  Proof-65.  This  exam¬ 

ple  has  highly  reflective  surfaces  toned  light 
golden  and  brown . 495.00 

1939  MS-63.  Toned  . 27.00 

1939-D  MS-63  . 23.00 

1939- S  MS-63.  Toned  $32;  MS-64  . 39.00 


Twenty-Cent  Pieces 

1875  EF-45.  A  pleasing  example  with  pale  rose  and 
light  gray  toning.  A  great  deal  of  original  mint 
lustre  is  visible  in  the  fields  and  in  protected 
areas  $385;  AU-55.  Frosty  central  devices  sur¬ 
rounded  by  brilliant  and  lustrous  fields.  Well 
struck . 595.00 


1875-CC  EF-45.  A  very  attractive  example  of  this 
issue  with  a  nice  strike.  The  surfaces  are  slight¬ 
ly  porous,  but  are  beautifully  toned  pearl-gray, 
rose  and  gold  $275;  AU-50.  Blazing  mint  bril¬ 
liance  on  the  central  devices  surrounded  by 
deep  fiery  orange  toning,  prominent  on  the  re¬ 
verse.  Sharply  struck  and  quite  attractive.  A  small 
scratch  is  noted  near  the  eagle's  beak  on  the 
reverse  $495;  AU-55.  A  beautiful  piece  with 
gorgeous  frosty  devices  surrounded  by  mirrored 
fields  enhanced  by  a  whisper  of  champagne 
toning.  Superbly  struck  and . 595.00 

1875-S  F-12  $79;  VF-30  $99;  EF-40.  Beautiful  deep 
golden  orange  toning  over  lustrous  surfaces 
$325;  EF-45.  Toned  in  iridescent  hues  $385;  AU- 
50.  Sharply  struck  and  lustrous  with  iridescent 
toning . 450.00 


Great  Books  for  Sale! 

See  our  book  section  in  this  issue 
for  some  really  great  buys  on  interesting 
and  valuable  reference  books.  There  is  no 
substitute  for  knowledge,  as  they  say! 
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U.S.  Silver  Coins 


1875-S  $  Mintmark  variety.  VF-30.  A  beautifully 
toned  example  of  this  very  scarce  issue.  The 
piece  is  well  preserved  with  no  scratches  or 
problems.  Toned  in  lovely  shades  of  violet,  lilac 
and  pale  orange.  As  indicated  by  the 
photograph,  there  are  obvious  extra  serifs  at  the 
top  and  bottom  of  the  S  which  cause  the  mint- 
mark  to  look  like  a  $ . 229.00 


1876  AU-50.  A  beautifully  toned,  strictly  original 
example  of  this  scarce  issue  $550;  AU-50.  Deep 
gunmetal-blue  and  golden  brown  toning  over 
fully  lustrous  surfaces.  The  central  devices  are 
sharply  struck  $550;  About  Uncirculated-50. 
Deep  mirrored  surfaces  are  enhanced  by 
gorgeous  pale  orange  toning,  and  surround  fully 
struck  central  devices . 550.00 

Quarter  Dollars 

DRAPED  BUST  TYPE 

1805  Browning-3.  G-4.  5  berries  variety.  Medium 


gray  surfaces . 215.00 

1806  VG-8 . 295.00 


1806  B-3.  EF-40.  A  lovely  example  of  this  issue.  The 
coin  has  some  slight  weakness  in  strike  behind 
Liberty's  ear,  and  on  the  eagle's  breast  feathers. 
Very  lustrous  for  an  EF-40  coin  and  gorgeously 
toned  in  pastel  coloration  . 1,450.00 


CAPPED  BUST  TYPE 

1825/3  F-12.  An  attractive,  problem-free  example  of 


this  scarce  and  popular  issue.  Priced  to  sell 
quickly . 99.00 

1834  VF-30.  Pleasing  pearl-gray  and  deep  golden 
toning  over  very  lustrous  surfaces  ....  115.00 

1835  VF-30.  Deep  iridescent  toning . 115.00 


1836  B-3.  AU-58  (NGC).  An  extremely  sharply 
struck  example  of  this  scarce  Browning  variety. 
The  coin  is  strictly  original  and  beautifully  toned 
in  iridescent  coloration  . 795.00 

Many  of  the  quarters  reported  being  minted  in  1836  actual¬ 
ly  bore  the  date  of  1835.  A  somewhat  scarcer  issue  than  is 
realized. 


1838  Capped  Bust.  AU-50.  A  well-struck,  original 
piece  toned  rose,  pearl-gray  and  electric  blue. 
Last  year  of  issue  for  the  Capped  Bust  design 
type . 595.00 

LIBERTY  SEATED  TYPE 

1842-0  Small  Date.  VG-8.  Free  of  rim  marks  or 
planchet  problems.  Light  gray  patina.  Rare  in 
any  condition . 445.00 

Virtually  all  of  the  reverses  for  the  1842-0  quarters  are  weak 
due  to  foreign  particles  adhering  to  the  die  at  the  time  of  strik¬ 
ing.  Only  one  pair  of  dies  were  used  for  this  date.  It  is  believed 
that  the  157,000  reported  mintage  figure  may  include  coins 
dated  from  1841. 

1853  Arrows  &  Rays.  VF-20  $49;  VF-30  .  .  .59.00 

1854  Arrows.  VF-20  $39;  VF-30  $49;  EF-40  $89;  AU- 

55.  Full  original  mint  bloom  with  a  trace  of  lilac 
toning  $495;  MS-60.  Pleasing  satiny  lustre  and 
heavily  frosted  devices  are  complemented  by 
beautiful  light  toning . 895.00 


1854-0  Arrows.  MS-63.  A  gorgeous,  satiny 
specimen  with  beautiful  warm  gray,  rose  and 
violet  toning.  Very  sharply  struck  with  pleasing 
frosty  devices.  Variety  with  repunched  mint- 
mark.  Listed  by  Breen  as  rare  in  his  Complete 
Encyclopedia  of  United  States  and  Colonial 


Coins . 1,495.00 

1855  Arrows.  VF-20  $39;  VF-30 . 49.00 

1856  VF-30  $49;  EF-40  $89;  EF-45 . 115.00 


1857  EF-40  $89;  EF-45.  Beautiful  golden  and  pale 

gray  toning.  Nice  strike  $115;  AU-55.  Fully 
lustrous  $249;  MS-60.  A  pleasing,  original  piece 
with  gorgeous  full  mint  bloom,  sharply  struck 
and  fully  frosted.  Lightly  toned . 695.00 

1858  VF-30  $49;  EF-40  $89;  EF-45.  Sharply  struck 

$115;  About  Uncirculated-50.  Full  original  mint 
lustre  . 199.00 

1860  EF-40.  Golden-orange  toning  $89;  MS-60. 

Deep  mirrored  surfaces  toned  lilac,  rose  and 
fiery  orange.  Sharply  struck . 495.00 

1861  AU-50  .  175.00 

1862  AU-50.  Lustrous,  well  struck  and  toned  with 
a  whisper  of  golden  iridescence  ....  175.00 

1868-S  F-12.  A  scarce  issue  normally  found  in  lower 
grades.  Attractively  toned . 99.00 

1875  AU-55  .  195.00 

1876  EF-45.  Frosty  $99;  AU-55  $195;  MS-60. 

Gorgeous  natural  mint  frost  toned  gold  and  light 
orange . 495.00 

1876-CC  AU-55.  Highly  reflective  surfaces  toned 
deep  golden  surround  heavily  frosted  devices. 
This  example  is  very  attractive.  Type  II  reverse 
with  the  small  CC . 249.00 

1876- S  AU-55  $195;  MS-60  . 495.00 

1877  AU-55  .  195.00 

1877- CC  EF-45  $135;  MS-63.  Variety  with  the  Type 

II  reverse,  listed  as  tall  and  close  CC.  Also  the 
piece  has  a  double  date  with  the  numerals  77 
clearly  repunched.  A  satiny  piece  with  warm 
orange  and  golden  toning . 995.00 


1888-S  MS-63.  Exceptional  satiny  surfaces  toned 
rose  and  pale  gold.  Sharply  struck  devices  are 
enhanced  by  full  mint  frost.  Noted  by  Walter 
Breen  in  his  Complete  Encyclopedia  of  United 
States  and  Colonial  Coins  as  usually  seen  in  low 
grades.  Priced  to  sell  rapidly . 795.00 


1890  AU-55.  A  gorgeous  example  of  this  scarce 
issue.  The  coin  exhibits  full  original  mint  lus¬ 
tre  and  is  complemented  by  superb  pastel  ton¬ 
ing.  Sharply  struck  and  attractive  .  .  .  .525.00 


1891  AU-55  $225;  AU-58  $249;  MS-63.  A  breathtak- 
ingly  beautiful  specimen  with  gorgeous  heavi¬ 
ly  frosted  devices.  The  surfaces  are  satinlike  and 
lightly  toned . 750.00 
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his  and  That 

News  and  Notes  from  Around  the  World 


WORRY  ABOUT  PEOPLE,  not  about  snakes:  Ac¬ 
cording  to  USA  Today ,  last  year  in  New  York  City 
dogs  bit  8,064  people,  people-biting-people  bites 
came  in  second  at  1,587,  cats  finished  third  with 
802  bites,  rats  chalked  up  just  291  bites,  squirrels 
lagged  with  a  paltry  95  bites,  just  72  gerbil  bites 
were  recorded,  and  snakes,  with  just  18  bites  for 
the  year,  were  almost  off  the  bottom  of  the  chart. 
*  *  * 

KEITH  M.  ZANER,  "Trends”  editor  for  Coin 
World,  in  his  column  of  October  12,  1988  pointed 
out  that  buyers  were  turning  their  attention  toward 
truly  scarce  and  rare  coins  and  were  paying  ex¬ 
cellent  prices  at  auction  to  acquire  items  from  large 
cents  to  colonials.  "It  will  be  interesting  to  see  if 
this  trend  continues,”  Keith  Zaner  writes.  "Is  in¬ 
terest  in  rarity  catching  up  compared  to  the  relative¬ 
ly  high  prices  being  paid  for  slabbed  Mint  State  and 
Proof  coins?  If  it  does,  prices  for  truly  rare  coins 
have  a  lot  of  catching  up  to  do.”  It  is  always  nice 
to  see  when  someone  agrees  with  our  own  feel¬ 
ing,  which  is  that  the  recent  market  has  largely 
overlooked  truly  scarce  and  rare  coins,  and  today 
many  such  pieces  can  be  acquired  for  only  slight¬ 
ly  more  than  common  or  “type”  issues. 

*  *  * 

IS  THERE  ANYTHING  LEFT  WE  CAN  BELIEVE 

IN?  The  law  of  gravity  may  be  repealed,  or  at  least 
amended,  according  to  an  article  in  Scientific 
American,  October  1988,  which  reveals  that 
Newton's  famous  law  may  be  subject  to  modifica¬ 
tion,  depending  upon  what  substances  are  exer¬ 
ting  the  gravitational  pull.  Is  nothing  sacred 
anymore? 

★  *  * 

RECORD  PRICE:  "Last  May  31 ,  the  second  day 
of  George  Kolbe's  auction  of  numismatic  books, 
a  new  record  was  set  for  an  American  numismatic 
book.  .  .  An  original  subscription  copy  of  Crosby's 
Early  Coins  of  America  started  at  $1,600  on  an 
estimate  of  $1,500.  Spirited  floor  bidding  ensued 
and  the  book  was  finally  hammered  down  at 
$5,940  (including  the  buyer's  premium)." — from 
The  Asylum,  Journal  of  the  Numismatic 
Bibliomania  Society  (membership  information  can 
be  directed  to:  N.B.S.,  4223  Iroquois  Avenue, 
Lakewood,  California  90713). 

*  *  * 

STONEWALLING:  Here  in  New  England,  an  an¬ 
cient  industry,  that  of  building  stone  walls,  is  in  bet¬ 
ter  shape  than  ever,  and  those  few  people  in  the 
business  have  all  the  work  they  can  handle.  It  seems 
as  though  stone  walls,  popular  a  century  or  so  ago, 
have  come  into  the  limelight  once  again.  Old  walls 
are  being  preserved,  sometimes  with  the  aid  of  civic 
legislation,  while  new  ones  are  being  built,  all  in 
the  name  of  linking  present-day  life  to  a  simpler 
past,  noted  a  recent  article  in  The  Wall  Street 
lournal. 

*  *  * 

TERMINOLOGY  PUZZLE:  Recently,  while  driv¬ 
ing  on  Interstate  93,  we  came  upon  a  sign  stating: 

Entering  the  White  Mountain  Area."  What  we 


were  doing  was  entering  an  area  of  the  White 
Mountains — plural— but  the  "s"  was  dropped  from 
mountains  when  it  was  used  as  an  adjective,  in  this 
instance  to  modify  the  word  "area.”  We  got  to 
thinking,  and  realized  that  when  plural  items  are 
used  as  adjectives,  they  typically  revert  to  singular 
form.  Thus,  we  have  a  ten-foot  ladder,  not  a  ten- 
feet  ladder;  a  165-room  hotel,  not  a  165-rooms 
hotel,  etc.  Then  we  started  thinking  about  coin  ter¬ 
minology.  Should  the  same  rule  apply?  Is  it  an  1 828 
12-star  half  cent  or  should  it  be  an  1828  12-stars 
half  cent?  Somehow,  going  to  the 
singular  in  coin  terminology 
doesn't  seem  to  be  quite  right,  and 
in  some  instances  we  know  it  is 
not  right:  we  would  not  have  an 
1 837  No  Star  dime,  for  example — 
it  would  be  an  1837  No  Stars 
dime.  Anyway,  the  entire  situation 
furnishes  food  for  thought. 

*  *  * 

JUST  THE  FAX,  MA'AM:  A  new 

method  of  communication  has 
become  popular  in  the  business 
world  during  the  past  year  or  two, 
and  when  our  price  lists  and  auc¬ 
tion  catalogues  appear,  our  FAX 
machine  is  quite  busy.  Just  for  the 
record,  our  special  FAX  number  is: 

(603)569-5319.  It  operates  24 
hours  a  day,  so  if  you  have  the  urge 
to  place  an  order  at  2:30  in  the 
morning,  and  have  a  FAX 
machine,  go  ahead  and  do  it! 

*  *  * 

AND  SPEAKING  OF  FAX 
MACHINES.  .  .  a  recent  New  York 
Times  Sunday  magazine  article 
enlightened  us  about  the  origin  of 
the  word  "fax.”  It  comes  from  the 
Latin  phrase  fac  simile,  meaning  to 
"make  similar,"  shortened  and  Americanized  to 
just  "fax.”  The  same  article  also  warned  about  a 
new  trend  with  the  machines:  junk  fax.  The  phrase, 
an  updated  version  of  junk  mail,  refers  to  adver¬ 
tisements  sent  over  the  telephone  lines  which  print 
out  on  your  fax  machine.  Needless  to  say,  fax 
owners  aren't  too  happy  about  it,  and  are  already 
complaining  that  junk  faxes  use  up  paper  and  tie 
up  their  machines. 

*  *  * 

JOHN  W.  HASELTINE,  the  19th-century  rare 
coin  dealer,  is  primarily  known  for  his  study  of 
varieties  of  silver  coins  and  his  coin  dealing. 
However,  he  must  have  had  varied  other  interests, 
for  Lot  526  of  Brian  Riba's  sale  of  October  8,  1 988 
offered  the  following:  a  "Ford's  Theatre  ticket  for 
the  orchestra,  reserved  chair-Friday.  .  .  A  fine  ticket 
on  yellow  stock  paper,  stamped  'Ford's  Theatre, 
April  14,  1865,  this  night  only.' On  the  reverse  was 
the  following  signature  in  ink:  'I  certify  that  this  is 
an  original  ticket  for  the  evening  that  President  Lin¬ 
coln  was  assassinated  April  14,  1865  and  was 
presented  to  me  by  James  R.  Ford,  John  W. 
Haseltine,  July  14,  1865."  The  lot  was  estimated 


at  $2,500-$3,500.  Wonder  what  it  sold  for? 

*  *  * 

YOU  CAN'T  TAKE  IT  WITH  YOU  and  it  is  too 

bad  that  there  is  not  some  way  to  get  it  there,  for 
Forbes  magazine  recently  reported  that  the  top  ear¬ 
ning  entertainer  is  the  late  Elvis  Presley,  whose 
estate  earned  $15  million  last  year  from  various 
royalties  and  licensing,  while  the  late  Ian  Fleming 
"earned”  $7.5  million,  and  Marilyn  Monroe  was 
in  the  running  with  $1  million. 

*  *  * 


THE  VALUE  OF 
HOBBIES:  "Thor¬ 
oughly  practical 
people  need  the 
help  of  hobbies  to 
keep  them  from 
shriveling  up.” 
From  The  Numis¬ 
matist,  May  1901. 

*  *  * 

WHAT  HASN'T 
CHANGED  PRICE 

much  since  1916 — 
over  70  years  ago? 
Well,  we  suppose 
there  are  a  number 
of  things  which 
haven't  but  we  do 
know  that  one  of 
them  apparently  is 
the  price  of  turkey. 
The  New  Rochelle 
Pioneer,  November 
25,  1916,  contains 
this  item:  "This 
year,  say  dealers. 
New  Rochelleans 
will  be  lucky  if  they 
can  buy  turkey  for 
less  than  35c,  38c,  or  even  40c  a  pound.  There  is 
a  great  scarcity  because  of  the  cold,  rainy  spring." 
*  *  * 

PHYLLIS  ZAUNER  said  it  in  an  article,  "Big 
Money  From  Small  Change,"  in  The  American 
Legion  Magazine,  September  1988:  "The  true 
numismatist  has  the  best  of  two  worlds  at  his  finger¬ 
tips.  He  can  carefully  gather  an  important, 
historically  significant  collection  that  gives  him 
many  years  of  pleasure  and  sell  it  for  profit  years 
later.  Not  all  hobbies  can  make  that  claim." 

*  *  * 

KEN  BRESSETT,  well-known  numismatist  and 
editor  of  the  Guide  Book,  was  quoted  by  Ms. 
Zauner  in  the  same  article:  "People  who  plan  to 
build  an  inheritance  for  their  children  and  grand¬ 
children  get  hooked  on  the  coins  themselves  and 
become  avid  collectors.  In  the  end,  they  leave  their 
heirs  a  legacy  of  fascination  with  history  and 
geography  that  is  as  valuable  as  the  money." 

*  *  * 

ABOUT  REVIEWS:  Dorothy  Parker  (she  of  the 
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"candy's  dandy,  but  liquor's  quicker"  couplet) 
once  penned  the  following  review:  "This  is  not  a 
novel  to  be  tossed  aside  lightly.  It  should  be  thrown 
with  great  force."  George  Bernard  Shaw,  upon 
receiving  a  particularly  scathing  review  of  one  of 
his  plays,  wrote  to  the  reviewer  stating:  "I  am  seated 
in  the  smallest  room  of  my  home.  I  have  your 
review  before  me.  Presently  it  will  be  behind  me." 

*  *  * 

THE  COIN  DEALER  NEWSLETTER  is  frequently 
used  around  the  office  here.  We  are  involved  with 
the  weekly  publication  in  more  ways  than  one,  and 
for  much  of  the  summer  our  Graphic  Arts  Depart¬ 
ment  was  putting  together,  with  the  cooperation 
of  the  editors  of  the  periodical,  a  large  compen¬ 
dium  of  issues  dating  back  25  years.  In  connection 
with  this  project  we  had  our  own  set  of  The  Coin 
Dealer  Newsletter  specially  bound  for  our  library. 
Rick  Bagg,  who  was  taking  care  of  this  project— 
and  who  on  his  own  is  a  connoisseur  of  books— 
was  amazed  to  see  that  the  finished  results  oc¬ 
cupied  1 5  large  volumes  and  a  full  shelf  of  space. 
*  *  * 

SPECIALIZATION:  Sign  observed  in  a  pizza 
parlor:  "We  made  a  deal  with  our  bank:  we  don't 
cash  checks,  and  they  don't  sell  pizza." 

*  *  * 

NEW  DESIGNS:  There  is  a  lot  of  talk  in  Congress 
about  redesigning  our  circulating  coins— but  what 
about  our  paper  money?  Writing  in  Artist's 
Magazine,  designer  Stephen  M.  Hoffman  suggested 
that  our  money  is  boring  and  artistically  muddled, 
and  is  in  drastic  need  of  a  complete  overhaul. 
"From  the  designer's  viewpoint,  United  States  cur¬ 
rency  is  a  mess,"  wrote  Hoffman.  "Folding  money 
must  have  been  designed  by  a  committee  of  politi¬ 
cians." 

Hoffman  grumbles  that  there  are  no  less  than  six 
major  problems  with  the  design  of  the  $100  bill. 
Some  of  his  complaints  and  suggestions: 

•Serial  numbers:  "The 
serial  number  isn't 
something  you  need  to 
know  in  order  to  spend 
$100.  This  is  money,  not 
a  lottery  ticket.  Put  the 
serial  number  on  the  back 
of  the  bill  or  use  smaller 
type." 

•Borders:  "Borders 
should  contain  the 
design,  not  be  the  design. 

These  elegant  flourishes 
and  waves  pull  your  eyes 
toward  the  edges  of  the 
bill,  away  from  the  logical 
center  of  interest 
(Franklin's  portrait). 

However,  it  can  be 
argued  that  the  most  im¬ 
portant  information  on 
any  piece  of  paper 
money  is  the  number  in 
each  corner.  (What  do  you  look  at  first  when  you 
unfold  a  bill?)  So  why  not  put  a  great,  big  100 
where  Franklin's  face  is?'' 

•The  Legal  Tender  notice:  "Because  this 
message  appears  on  all  paper  money,  it  must  be 
important.  But  do  we  really  need  to  be  told  that 
money  is  legal  tender?" 

•Signatures:  "The  Secretary  of  the  Treasury's 
signature  adds  credibility.  As  a  marketing  tool  it's 
better  than  a  celebrity  endorsement  for  reassuring 
readers  that  this  money  isn't  bogus.  But  print  the 
name  beneath  the  signature,  too.  Otherwise, 
readers  may  wonder  [whose  signature  it  really  is]." 

•The  denomination  printed  over  the  seal:  "It's 


never  a  good  idea  to  overprint  type  with  art,  even 
though  the  numeral  is  black  and  the  seal  is  green. 
What  are  we  supposed  to  look  at  first?  Which 
message  is  more  important?  Overprinting  also 
slows  down  reading  time.  How  many  glances  does 
it  take  to  be  sure  that  1 00  is  not  a  1 .00  or  a  1 90?" 

*  *  * 

I  BEG  TO  DIFFER.  Differences  of  opinion 
chaiacterize  numismatics  today  and  always  have. 
Years  ago,  sculptor  Augustus  Saint-Gaudens  told 
Theodore  Roosevelt  that  in  his  opinion  by  far  the 
most  beautiful  American  coin  design  to  that  point 
was  the  Flying  Eagle  design  as  found  on  American 
cents  circa  1858.  Now  comes  the  following  item 
from  the  Newsletter  of  the  American  Numismatic 
Society,  Summer  1988.  A  quotation  is  given  from 
Frank  Leslie's  Illustrated  Newspaper,  issue  of  Oc¬ 
tober  16,  1858,  illustrated  by  a  pattern  Indian  cent 
of  that  date.  "The  author  of  the  article  applauds 
the  new  design  (the  Indian  head)  while  denigrating 
with  equal  fervor  the  'hideous  abortion  supposed 
to  represent  an  eagle'  which  had  introduced  the 
small  cent  series  in  circulation  the  previous  year. 
The  author's  hope  that  the  'handsome  Indian  head' 
would  be  adopted  was  realized  in  1 859  when  the 
new  obverse  and  a  slightly  modified  reverse 
entered  circulation." 

*  *  * 

WHAT  ABOUT  MS-61,  MS-62,  MS-63,  and  MS- 

64?  An  article,  "Describing  Condition,"  in 
Bookman's  Weekly,  a  magazine  for  the  out-of-print 
book  trade,  described  basic  terms  for  grading 
books.  They  are:  As  New,  Fine,  Very  Good,  Good, 
Fair,  and  Poor.  Funny  isn't  it  that  thousands  of  book 
sellers  all  over  the  world  are  able  to  conduct  un¬ 
told  millions  of  dollars  worth  of  business — and  have 
lots  of  happy  customers— with  such  a  'primitive' 
grading  system. 

*  *  * 

YAWN:  Ho  hum,  yawn.  The  1989  Farmer's 
Almanac  predicts  that 
the  days  of  the  one-cent 
piece,  commonly  called 
penny,  are  numbered. 
The  Almanac  suggests 
that  a  "bit"  worth  1 2  Vi 
cents  would  be  more 
useful.  Well,  the  "pen¬ 
ny"  has  been  minted 
since  1  793,  and  before 
that  if  state  and  British 
versions  are  included, 
and  judging  from  the 
billions  now  made  each 
year,  the  denomination 
is  likely  to  be  with  us 
for  a  long  time  in  the 
future.  The  reason? 
State  sales  tax  and  odd 
pricing  of  merchandise 
(such  as  $2.99)  man¬ 
date  the  use  of  such 
pieces  in  change. 

*  *  * 

IN  CASE  YOU  DIDN'T  KNOW,  back  in  1915 
a  coast-to-coast  telephone  call  from  Los  Angeles 
to  New  York  City  cost— guess  what?  Would  you 
believe  $45?  That's  right. 

*  *  * 

SPENDING  A  MINT:  Mention  the  U.S.  Mint  and 
numismatists  see  coins,  but  advertising  companies 
see  millions  of  dollars  in  potential  business.  A  re¬ 
cent  issue  of  Advertising  Age,  a  trade  publication 
of  the  advertising  industry,  revealed  that  the  U.S. 
government  is  the  29th  largest  advertiser  in  the 


country— with  the  U.S.  Mint  alone  spending  $22 
million  last  year  for  its  promotions.  And  apparent¬ 
ly  it  is  money  well  spent:  Using  the  theme  "Hold 
onto  the  Promise,"  the  Constitution  com¬ 
memorative  coin  last  year  raised  $50  million  in 
revenues  for  the  government.  This  year  the  Mint 
is  running  a  $16  million  advertising  campaign  to 
sell  the  Olympic  commemorative  coin,  using  the 
theme,  "Help  America  Shine." 

*  *  * 

NEXT  AUGUST  those  who  have  a  copy  of  the 
1 989  coin  calendar  issued  by  Krause  Publications 
(address:  700  East  State  Street,  lola,  Washington, 
54945),  will  find  themselves  treated  to  a  full-color 
enlargement  of  the  1 876-CC  20-cent  piece  which 
we  auctioned  in  October  1 987  for  $69,300  as  part 
of  the  Norweb  Collection.  Each  month  on  the 
Krause  calendar  features  a  different  Liberty  Seated 
coin  variety,  of  which  the  1 876-CC  is  the  rarest  of 
the  12  different  ones  pictured. 

*  *  * 

LIME  BEER?  Beer  used  to  be  just  beer — either 
regular,  dark,  or  light— but  all  that  is  changing.  Star¬ 
ting  next  year,  Americans  will  be  able  to  purchase 
a  flavored  "panache"  beer  imported  from  Canada 
that  comes  in  lemon-orange,  peach,  and  lime 
flavors.  Also  available  will  be  "dry"  beer,  a 
Japanese  creation  that  is  described  as  a  "drier¬ 
tasting  brew"  with  a  higher  alcohol  content.  What's 
next? 

*  *  * 

COIN  COLLECTOR?  A  29-year-old  master 
machinist  was  arrested  by  the  FBI  in  Buena  Park, 
California,  after  having  picked  enough  locks  on 
telephone  coin  boxes  to  gather  up  to  $600,000  in 
32  different  states,  according  to  USA  Today. 

*  *  * 

A  NIFTY  INVESTMENT:  Anthony  Swiatek  recent¬ 
ly  wrote  of  a  gentleman  who  spent  $49.80  at 
Gimbel's  Department  Store  in  1949,  acquiring  a 
group  of  commemoratives.  By  his  calculations  they 
have  increased  to  be  worth  $5,776  today! 

*  *  * 

OVER  20,000  NEW  WORDS  are  featured  in  the 
Third  College  Edition  of  Webster's  New  World  Dic¬ 
tionary  released  this  past  autumn.  Included  are  such 
words  and  terms  are  fat  city,  pooper-scooper,  couch 
potato,  and  kissy-face.  We  haven't  seen  this  dic¬ 
tionary  yet  but  have  just  read  about  it  in  USA  To¬ 
day.  We  wonder  if  they  included  a  term  we  came 
across  in  a  periodical  published  in  1920,  "to 
marceline,"  which  means— or  meant— to  rush 
around  with  great  energy  but  with  no  apparent 
result,  derived  from  Marceline,  once  a  clown  at 
New  York's  Hippodrome,  who  couldn't  walk  from 
one  side  of  a  room  to  the  other  without  knocking 
over  tables,  smashing  vases,  etc. 

*  *  * 

OLD  COIN  DESIGNS  NEVER  DIE,  they  just 
resurface  as.  .  .  pocket  knives?  A  recent  advertise¬ 
ment  we  saw  offered  a  "novel,  round  pocket  knife" 
approximately  the  size  of  a  silver  dollar,  which 
features  the  reverse  design  of  the  famous  Buffalo 
nickel.  We're  not  sure  why  a  round  pocket  knife 
is  desirable,  but  the  advertisement  further  notes  that 
it  has  two  one-inch  blades  that  can  do  everything 
a  "linear  pocket  knife  can  do."  It  is  good  to  see 
that  this  classic  coin  has  remained,  after  all  these 
years,  on  the  cutting  edge  of  design! 

★  *  * 

THE  TURKEY  HUNTER  is  the  title  of  a  periodical 
issued  by  Krause  Publications,  publisher  of  the  well- 
known  Numismatic  News.  Could  it  be  that  The 
Turkey  Hunter  is  about  looking  for  coins?  We  doubt 
it,  but  the  thought  crossed  our  mind! 
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HEADLINE  spotted  in  Bank.  Note  Reporter: 

Hasby  \  obsolete  catalogue  set  tor  November 
release  Upon  reading  the  article  we  found  that 
the  catalogue  itself  was  not  obsolete  and,  in  fact, 
was  undoubtedly  released  on  time,  but,  rather,  the 
title  was  derived  from  the  subject  of  the  catalogue 
itself,  obsolete  bank  notes. 

*  *  * 

OBSERVATIONS  on  life:  "Few  women  have  had 
no  love  affairs;  there  are  none  who  have  had  only 
one."  Further:  "Behind  every  successful  man  there 
is  a  proud  wife  and  a  surprised  mother-in-law.” — 
Adapted  from  The  Florida  Metropolis,  Jacksonville, 
February  10,  1916. 

*  *  * 

EPHRAIM  BRASHER  WOULD  BE  PLEASED  to 

know  that  his  name  has  found  its  way  to  the 
masthead  of  a  new  publication,  The  Brasher 
Bulletin,  issued  by  the  newly-formed  Society  of 
Private  and  Pioneer  Numismatics.  Information  con¬ 
cerning  this  group  may  be  obtained  from:  David 
Showers,  3445  American  River  Drive,  Suite  D, 
Sacramento,  CA  95864. 

*  *  * 

THE  OLD  BUSINESS  SAYING,  "You've  got  to 
spend  money  to  make  money,"  has  been  given  a 
new  twist  by  a  South  Carolina  company  that  sells 
bags  of  shredded  money  as  an  advertising  promo¬ 
tional  device.  The  company,  called  "Old  Money,” 
offers  half-ounce  bags  of  real  U.S.  currency  (taken 
out  of  circulation  by  the  Federal  Reserve)  to  direct 
mail  advertisers  to  send  to  potential  customers. 
"The  bags  create  a  very  prominent  soft  bulge  in 
the  envelope,"  said  the  president  of  the  company. 


Natural  curiosity  assures  that  envelopes  with  such 
bulges  are  opened."  The  bags  of  money  are  very 
popular;  apparently  99%  of  the  recipients  keep  the 
bag,  and  most  show  it  to  their  friends.  The  Old 
Money  Company  has  more  than  $5  billion  in 
shredded  bills  in  its  warehouse,  which  caused  the 
president  to  quip:  "If  you  overlook  its  tattered  con¬ 
dition,  I  have  considerably  more  cash  than  even 
the  Rockefellers." 

*  *  * 

TIME  AND  MONEY  ON  YOUR  HANDS? 

Reader  R.W.S.  recently  wrote  as  follows:  "How 
does  one  spread  numismatic  good  cheer?  Here  is 
one  way:  the  next  time  you  go  to  the  bank  and  cash 
a  check,  ask  the  teller  for  $100  worth  of  new  or 
used  small-sized  $2  bills.  Then  just  spend  these 
twos  just  like  you  do  with  other  currency.  You 
would  be  surprised  at  how  many  expressions  of 
delight  you  will  get  from  the  recipients!  I  have  done 
this  for  several  years,  and  although  there  are  those 
who  think  I  am  a  shade  strange,  well,  they're  right." 
*  *  * 

ALWAYS  ON  THE  LOOKOUT  for  items  that  will 
improve  our  understanding  of  the  English  language 
and  its  pronunciation,  we  feel  compelled  to  reprint 
the  following  item  from  The  Maine  Antique 
Digest— from  a  report  by  Ralph  Finch  who  was 
describing  a  sale  of  bottles  held  in  Las  Vegas, 
Nevada,  conducted  by  an  auctioneer  hired  local¬ 
ly.  Apparently  the  unnamed  auctioneer  had  some 
pronunciation  problems,  for  Finch  related:  "A  flask 
embossed  with  a  frigate  was  said  to  have  a  'free- 
gate'  on  it.  No,  he  was  told,  it's  'frig-it. '  'I  was  afraid 
to  pronounce  it  that  way,'  the  auctioneer  admitted. 
*  *  * 

WHAT  DO  DOOR  HINGES  have  to  do  with  rare 


coins?  A  recent  magazine  advertisement  from 
Stanley  Hardware— a  major  manufacturer  of  door 
hinges— featured  a  Bowers  and  Merena-supplied 
photograph  of  an  1838-C  $5  gold  piece,  and  re¬ 
vealed  that  there  actually  is  a  connection  between 
the  two  items. 

The  answer  dates  back  to  1 832,  when  Charles 
McCulloch,  an  engineer  from  Cornwall,  England, 
built  a  steam-powered  gold  refinery.  Years  pass¬ 
ed,  and  the  refinery,  now  in  ruins,  was  purchased 
and  restored— using  Stanley  Hardware  hinges  to 
support  the  500-pound  front  doors.  The  company 
took  out  advertisements  detailing  the  history  of  the 
old  refinery,  and  proudly  featuring  its  part  in  the 
reconstruction.  And  the  photograph  of  the  gold 
coin?  The  advertisement  noted:  "The  gold  mined 
from  McCulloch's  Mill  was  among  that  made  into 
the  first  half  eagles  at  the  U.S.  Mint  in  Charlotte." 
*  *  * 

IN  A  RECENT  MAILING  the  Colonial  Coin  Com¬ 
pany  stated  that  96%  of  all  minted  or  printed 
money  produced  historically  is  now  worthless — a 
commentary  not  concerning  the  collectors'  value 
of  such  pieces  but,  rather,  the  fact  that  the  issuing 
governments  have  repudiated  them.  Here,  indeed, 
is  a  very  interesting  statistic. 

*  *  * 

IT'S  NOT  A  MOMENT  TOO  EARLY  to  get  in 

touch  with  Dr.  Richard  ("Rick")  A.  Bagg,  our  Direc¬ 
tor  of  Auctions,  if  you  want  to  consign  to  the 
balance  of  our  1989  auction  season.  Coming  up 
are  several  impressive  sales  in  New  York  City  and 
our  big  sale  for  the  American  Numismatic  Associa¬ 
tion,  held  next  summer  in  Pittsburgh.  The  number 
of  lots  in  the  summer  has  been  limited  by  the  ANA, 
so  if  you  want  to  reserve  some  "slots,"  call  Rick 
today  COLLECT  at  (603)  569-5095. 


Animals  of  one  kind  or  another  appear 
on  many  early  American  and  regular 
issue  United  State  coins.  Some  are 
very  familiar — such  as  eagles,  horses,  and 
bears.  Others  are  less  familiar,  such  as  snakes, 
griffins,  and  badgers. 

Just  match  the  animals  in  the  left  column 
with  the  coin  types  on  the  right  on  which  they 
appear.  A  perfect  score  of  "20"  is  outstan¬ 
ding.  Use  of  the  Guide  Book  was  allowed  by 
the  compilers  of  the  quiz,  but  you  are  not 
allowed  to  use  it! 

There  are  a  couple  of  zingers,  and  we  will 
tell  you  about  them:  number  18,  which  we 
call  a  snake,  because  it  has  a  wiggly  shape 
like  one,  is  called  a  "worm"  by  certain  others. 
The  griffin  is  quite  visible  on  the  Bowers  and 
Merena  trademark,  but  on  a  coin — your  editor 
had  trouble  with  this  one,  and  you  may  also. 
One  more  thing:  one  of  the  letters  is  used 
twice. 

Your  editor  disclaims  all  responsibility  for 
this  quiz:  it  is  the  handiwork  of  staff  members 
Mike  Hodder  and  Andy  Pollock. 


k/ATCH  THE  ANIMALS  WITH  THE  COINS! 

/M/I  1.  badger 

A.  1938  New  Rochelle  commemorative 

IW  |  2.  bear 

B.  1737  Higley  copper 

1  F  1  3.  beaver 

C.  1915-S  Panama-Pacific  $50  (round) 

4.  bird 

D.  (1616)  Sommer  Islands  shilling 

5.  bison 

E.  1860  Mormon  $5 

6.  calf 

F.  1849  Oregon  Exchange  Co.  $5 

7.  dolphin 

G.  1915-S  Panama-Pacific  quarter  eagle  (obverse) 

8.  eagle 

H.  1914  nickel 

9.  elephant 

1.  (1675)  St.  Patrick  farthing 

10.  griffin 

J.  1838  quarter 

11.  hippocampus 

K.  (1684)  London  Elephant  token 

12.  hog 

L.  1936-S  Bay  Bridge  commemorative 

13.  horse 

M.  1935  Hudson  commemorative 

14.  lion 

N.  1783  Chalmers'  shilling 

15.  owl 

O.  1926  Oregon  Trail  commemorative 

16.  ox 

P.  1  787  New  Jersey  copper 

1 7.  panther 

Q.  1927  Vermont  commemorative 

18.  snake 

R.  1936  Wisconsin  commemorative 

19.  stag 

S.  1915-S  Panama-Pacific  Octagonal  $50  (obverse) 

20.  whale 

Answers:  1  -R,  2-L,  3-F,  4-N,  5-H,  6-A,  8-j 

9-K,  10-1,  1 1-G,  1 2-D,  1 3-P,  14-E,  15-C,  16-0,  17-Q,  18-N,  19-B,  20-M. 
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BARBER  TYPE 


U.S.  Silver  Coins 


1892  EF-45 . 119.00 

1892-0  AU-58.  Beautiful  satiny  lustre  enhanced  by 
a  trace  of  champagne  iridescence.  A  small  mark 
is  noted  on  Liberty's  jaw  bone . 249.00 

1895  EF-45.  Much  mint  lustre  visible.  Mostly  bril¬ 
liant  with  a  tinge  of  light  toning . 119.00 

1896  AU-50  . 149.00 

1898  EF-45 . 119.00 


1902  AU-50  $149;  MS-63.  Blazing  full  mint  bril¬ 
liance  and  lustre.  Extremely  nice  ....  750.00 

1903  AU-50.  Mottled  toning  . 149.00 

1904  EF-45 . 119.00 

1905  AU-58.  Gorgeous  full  mint  bloom.  Very  sharp¬ 

ly  struck.  A  tiny  mark  is  noted  in  the  obverse 
field  directly  opposite  Liberty's  eye  .  .  199.00 

1906-D  About  Uncirculated-50.  Subdued  mint  lus¬ 
tre  toned  rose . 149.00 


1909  MS-63.  Prooflike.  Sharply  struck  with  deep 


mirrored  surfaces.  Brilliant . 750.00 

1909-D  About  Uncirculated-55.  Sharply  struck  and 

brilliant . 185.00 

1909-S  EF-45 . 119.00 


1914  EF-45.  Pleasing  warm  gray  and  gold  toning 

$119;  AU-55.  Gorgeous  full  mint  bloom.  Pleas¬ 
ing  satiny  surfaces  surround  frosted  devices.  Just 
a  trace  of  rub  on  the  cheek,  otherwise  this  coin 
would  probably  grade  MS-63  .  185.00 

1914- D  AU-55.  Lustrous  with  a  whisper  of  cham¬ 
pagne  toning  . 185.00 

1915  EF-45  $119;  AU-55.  Pleasing  fiery  orange  and 

gold  toning  over  satiny  surfaces . 185.00 

1915- D  AU-55  $185;  MS-60.  Heavy  satinlike  sur¬ 
faces.  Well  struck . 315.00 

1915- S  EF-45.  Quite  lustrous.  Toned  in  iridescent 

hues  . 119.00 

1916- D  AU-55.  Last  year  of  issue  for  the  Barber  quar¬ 
ter  series . 185.00 


STANDING  LIBERTY  TYPE 

1917  Type  I.  About  Uncirculated-55.  Fully  lustrous 
$189;  MS-60.  Satiny  lustre  toned  russet  and  pale 
gray.  Sharply  struck  with  full  beading  around 
the  shield  and  all  stripes  visible  on  the  inner 

shield . 249.00 

1917-S  Type  I.  EF-45.  Reflective  surfaces  enhanced 

by  just  a  trace  of  light  toning . 179.00 

1917  Type  II.  AU-50.  Nice  head  detail.  Lustrous  with 
light  golden  toning  $115;  AU-58.  Subdued  nat¬ 
ural  mint  lustre  toned  pearl-gray  with  a  trace  of 
peripheral  fiery  orange  toning  $199;  MS-63.  Full 
mint  frost  $395;  MS-63  Full  Head.  Sharply 
struck,  with  pleasing  surfaces . 425.00 


1917-D  Type  II.  AU-55.  Beautiful  satinlike  lustre  $179; 
AU-58 . 195.00 

1917- S  Type  II.  EF-45 . 129.00 

1918- D  EF-45.  Warm  gray  surfaces  complemented 

by  tinges  of  sky-blue  and  violet . 85.00 

1918-S  EF-40  . 45.00 

1919  EF-45  $69;  AU-55.  Fully  brilliant  $129;  MS- 


60.  Fully  lustrous  with  mottled  toning  189.00 

1919-S  EF-40.  Scarce  issue.  Light  gray  planchet  with 
some  slightly  darker  toning  around  the 
periphery . 189.00 

1920  AU-55  $149;  AU-58.  Fully  lustrous  $189;  MS- 
60.  Gorgeous  deep  golden  toning  over  satiny 
lustre  $219;  MS-63.  Sharply  struck  and  lustrous 

. 349.00 

1921  EF-45.  An  attractive,  problem-free  example  of 
this  scarce  issue.  The  coin  exhibits  a  great  deal 
of  original  mint  lustre  and  has  a  pleasing  golden 


color  . 249.00 

1923  AU-50  $89;  MS-60.  Pleasing  satiny  lustre  $169; 

MS-63  . 395.00 

1924  AU-50  $89;  AU-55  . 99.00 

1924-D  VF-30  $69;  EF-40  . 89.00 

1925  AU-55  . 99.00 

1926  AU-50  $59;  AU-58 . 119.00 


1926-D  MS-60.  Beautiful  full  mint  frost  and  bril¬ 
liance.  A  few  light  nicks  are  noted  on  Liberty's 
waist  $159;  MS-63.  Full  mint  bloom  $349;  MS- 
64.  Exceptional  satiny  lustre  toned  in  deep 
golden-orange  iridescence . 495.00 

1927  AU-50  $59;  About  Uncirculated-58  $119;  MS- 

63.  Fully  lustrous . 349.00 

1928  MS-63.  A  pleasing,  fully  lustrous  example  with 
champagne  toning.  Nice  eye  appeal  .349.00 

1928-D  MS-63.  Full  mint  frost  with  a  tinge  of  light 
toning  on  the  reverse . 359.00 

1928- S  EF-40  . 39.00 

1929  AU-55.  Lustrous  $89;  MS-63  $349;  MS-63  Full 

Head.  Subdued  mint  frost  with  mottled  reverse 
toning . 395.00 

1929- D  EF-40 . 45.00 

1930  AU-55  $89;  AU-58.  Fully  lustrous  $119;  MS- 

60  $189;  MS-63  . 349.00 

WASHINGTON  QUARTERS 

1932  MS-63.  Fully  lustrous  $79;  MS-64.  Beautiful 
satiny  lustre . 110.00 

1934  Light  Motto.  MS-63.  Fully  brilliant  .  .69.00 


ASHINGTON  QUARTER  SPECIAL 

Washington  quarters  are  hot,  and  we  are  pleased  to  offer  the  following 
group  of  Brilliant  Uncirculated  coins.  As  a  bonus,  if  you  order  $100  or 
more  from  this  group  of  MS-63  and  MS-64  quarters,  you  may  take  a 
generous  10%  discount.  Call  1-800-222-5993  to  reserve  your  coins  today! 


1932  MS-63  $79;  MS-64 . 110.00 

1934  Light  Motto.  Mint  State-63  $69;  Mint 
State-64  . 99.00 

1934  Heavy  Motto.  Mint  State-63  $49; 

Mint  State-64 . 69.00 

1935  MS-63  $37;  MS-64  . 49.00 

1936  MS-63  $35;  MS-64  . 49.00 

1936-  S  MS-63  $149;  MS-64 _ 259.00 

1937  MS-63  . 45.00 

1937-  S  MS-63  . 175.00 

1939  MS-63  $21;  MS-64  . 29.00 

1939-D  MS-63  . 59.00 

1939-  S  MS-64  . 99.00 

1940- S  MS-63  $32;  MS-64 . 99.00 

1941  MS-63 . 15.00 

1941- S  MS-63  $27;  MS-64  . 34.00 

1942  MS-63  $12;  MS-64  . 16.00 

1942- D  MS-63  $16;  MS-64 . 21.00 

1942- S  MS-63  $85;  MS-64 . 99.00 

1943  MS-63  $12;  MS-64  . 16.00 

1943- D  MS-63  $16;  MS-64 . 21.00 

1943- S  MS-63  $37;  MS-64  . 45.00 

1944  MS-63  $9;  MS-64 . 12.00 

1944- D  MS-63  $21;  MS-64  . 25.00 

1944- S  MS-63  $19;  MS-64  . 24.00 


1945  MS-63 . 9.00 

1945-D  MS-63  $10;  MS-64 . 15.00 

1945- S  MS-63  . 12.00 

1946  MS-63  $8;  MS-64 . 10.00 

1946- D  MS-63  $9;  MS-64 . 12.00 

1946- S  MS-63  $12;  MS-64 . 17.00 

1947  MS-63  $9;  MS-64 . 12.00 

1947- D  MS-63  . 10.00 

1947- S  MS-63  $12;  MS-64  . 16.00 

1948  MS-63  $8;  MS-64 . 10.00 

1948- D  MS-63  $9;  MS-64 . 12.00 

1948  S  MS-63 . 13.00 

1949  MS-63  $25;  MS-64  . 29.00 

1949- D  MS-63 . 13.00 

1950  MS-63  $6;  MS-64 . 9.00 

1950- D  MS-63  $7;  MS-64 . 9.00 

1950- S  MS-63  $14;  MS-64 . 18.00 

1951  MS-63 . 5.00 

1951- D  MS-63 . 5.00 

1951- S  MS-63  $12;  MS-64 . 17.00 

1952  MS-63 . 4.00 

1952- D  MS-63 . 5.00 

1952- S  MS-63  $10;  MS-64 . 13.00 

1953- D  MS-63 . 6.00 

1953-S  MS-63  . 5.00 


SPECJAL  BONUS  OFFER ! 


As  a  special  bonus,  we  are  offering  "roll"  quantities  of  Washington  quarters  at 
the  following  prices.  Each  of  these  "rolls"  will  contain  40  brilliant,  MS-63  quality 
coins.  We  are  certain  you  will  be  very  pleased  with  each  "roll"  you  order.  Make 
your  selection  and  give  us  a  call.  These  "rolls"  are  sure  to  sell  quickly! 


1943  MS-63  .  285.00 

1944  MS-63 . 210.00 

1944-D  MS-63  . 449.00 

1944-  S  MS-63  . 529.00 

1945  MS-63  . 259.00 

1945- D  MS-63  . 389.00 

1945-S  MS-63  . 369.00 

1946  MS-63  . 235.00 


1946-D  MS-63  . 259.00 

1946-S  MS-63  . 225.00 

1947  MS-63 . 315.00 

1948-D  MS-63  . 269.00 

1948- S  MS-63  . 375.00 

1949  MS-63  .  799.00 

1949- D  MS-63  .  379.00 

1950- S  MS-63  .  379.00 
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1934  Heav  \  Motto.  MS-63  $49;  MS-64  $69;  MS- 

65.  Subdued  full  mint  frost  . 255.00 

1935  MS-63  $37;  MS-64  Fully  lustrous  .  49.00 

1935-D  MS-64.  Brilliant  and  lustrous  with  frosty 

devices . 190.00 


1935-S  MS-65.  A  beautiful,  satiny  example  of  this 
scarce  and  desirable  issue.  A  strictly  original 
coin  with  traces  of  peripheral  toning  on  the 


obverse . 575.00 

1936  MS-63  $35;  MS-64  $49;  MS-65  .  .  .  149.00 

1936-D  AU-55.  A  very  nice  AU-55  example  with 

a  great  deal  of  original  mint  lustre  and  pleas¬ 
ing  eye  appeal.  One  of  the  scarcer  issues  in  the 
series . 149.00 

1936- S  MS-63 . 149.00 

1937  MS-63  $45;  MS-65.  Gorgeous  satinlike  sur¬ 

faces  enhanced  by  a  whisper  of  champagne 
iridescence . 169.00 

1937- D  MS-60  $35;  MS-63 . 59.00 

1937- S  MS-60.  Gorgeous  full  mint  frost  $99;  MS- 

63.  A  brilliant  and  fully  lustrous  example  of  this 
elusive  issue . 175.00 

1938  Proof-65.  Scarce  as  a  Proof.  Priced  to  sell 

quickly  at . 475.00 

1938- S  MS-63  $69;  MS-65.  Brilliant,  frosty  and  quite 

attractive . 425.00 

1939  MS-63  $21;  MS-64  $29;  MS-65 _ 110.00 

1939- D  MS-63  $59;  MS-65,  lustrous . 215.00 

1939- S  MS-63  $79;  MS-64  $99;  MS-65.  Pleasing 

satiny  lustre.  Elusive  in  this  high  state  of 
preservation . 375.00 

1940- S  MS-63  $32;  MS-64  $39;  MS-65  .  .  .  79.00 

1941- S  MS-63  $27;  MS-64  $34;  MS-65  .  .  .  55.00 

1942  MS-63  $12;  MS-64  . 16.00 

1942- D  MS-63  $16;  MS-64  $21;  MS-65  .  .  .65.00 

1942- S  MS-63  $85;  MS-64  $99;  MS-65  .  .215.00 

1943  MS-63  $12;  MS-64  . 16.00 

1943- D  MS-63  $16;  MS-64 . 21.00 

1943- S  MS-63  $37;  MS-64  . 45.00 

1944  MS-63  $9;  MS-64 . 12.00 

1944- D  MS-63  $21;  MS-64  . 25.00 

1944- S  MS-63  $19;  MS-64  . 24.00 

1945  MS-63 . 9.00 

1945- D  MS-63  $10;  MS-64 . 15.00 

1945- S  MS-63  . 12.00 

1946  MS-63  $8;  MS-64 . 10.00 

1946- D  MS-63  $9;  MS-64 . 12.00 

1946-  S  MS-63  $12;  MS-64 . 17.00 

1947  MS-63  $9;  MS-64 . 12.00 

1947- D  MS-63  . 10.00 

1947- S  MS-63  $12;  MS-64  . 16.00 

1948  MS-63  $8;  MS-64 . 10.00 

1948- D  MS-63  $9;  MS-64 . 12.00 

1948- S  MS-63  . 13.00 

1949  MS-63  $25;  MS-64  . 29.00 

1949- D  MS-63 . 13.00 

1950  MS-63  $6;  MS-64 . 9.00 

1950- D  MS-63  $7;  MS-64  . 9.00 

1950- S  MS-63  $14;  MS-64 . 18.00 

1951  MS-63 . 5.00 

1951- D  MS-63 . 5.00 

1951- S  MS-63  $12;  MS-64 . 17.00 

1952  MS-63 . 4.00 

1952- D  MS-63 . 5.00 

1952- S  MS-63  $10;  MS-64 . 13.00 

1953- D  MS-63 . 6.00 

1953-S  MS-63  . 5.00 


Great  Books  for  Sale! 

See  our  book  section  in  this  issue 
for  some  really  great  buys  on  interesting 
and  valuable  reference  books.  There  is  no 
substitute  for  knowledge,  as  they  say! 


Half  Dollars 


FLOWING  HAIR  TYPE 


1795  Flowing  Hair.  Overton-105.  VF-20.  A  nice  ex¬ 
ample  for  an  early  type  set.  This  coin  is  well 
centered  and  does  not  have  any  rim  bruises  or 
marks.  The  fields  are  mark-free  and  light  gray 
with  some  pale  iridescent  toning.  .  .  1,350.00 

DRAPED  BUST  TYPE 

1803  Large  3.  0-103.  Rarity-3.  F-12.  Warm  gray  and 
rose  toning.  Slightly  bent  with  some  marks  in 
the  surface  on  the  reverse  $195;  F-15.  A  pleas¬ 
ing  example  of  the  date  and  grade.  Pale  golden- 
gray  surfaces . 295.00 

1806/5  Overton-102.  Rarity-3.  F-15  . 325.00 

1806  0-101.  F-12.  Pointed  6.  No  Stem.  Pleasing  ol¬ 
ive  and  pale  gray  toning.  Well  centered  on  the 
planchet  and  problem-free . 275.00 

1806  0-115a.  EF-40.  Reflective  surfaces  are  toned 

gunmetal-blue  around  the  periphery  and  light 
golden  at  the  centers  $695;  0-116.  Extremely 
Fine-40 . 695.00 

1807  Draped  Bust.  0-103.  Rarity-3.  F-15.  Gorgeous 

pale  rose  and  golden  patina  $325;  0-102. 
Rarity-3.  Fine-15  to  R20.  A  sharp  example  with 
the  wear  visible  on  the  highest  points  of  Liber¬ 
ty's  head  and  on  the  eagle's  breast  feathers.  Light 
gray  surfaces  are  highlighted  by  tinges  of  pale 
iridescence  $395;  0-105.  VF-20.  A  great  deal  of 
mint  lustre  is  visible  on  the  surfaces  of  this  piece 
$425;  0-105.  VF-30.  A  pleasing  example  with 
beautiful  original  surfaces  toned  deep  rose  and 
highlighted  by  pale  iridescent . 495.00 

1807  Draped  Bust.  0-110.  EF-40.  A  very  lustrous 
piece  toned  in  beautiful  heather  and  pale  lilac 
hues . 695.00 

CAPPED  BUST  TYPE 

1807  50/20.  0-112.  VG-8 . 49.00 

1813  0-106.  AU-55.  Very  lustrous  and  lightly  toned. 
Sharply  struck.  A  few  minor  rim  bumps  are 
noted . 495.00 

1817  0-103.  Rarity-2.  F-15.  A  strictly  original  piece 
with  small  amounts  of  warm  gray  and  gold 
toning  . 49.00 

1819/18  0-101.  EF-40 . 135.00 

1821  0-106.  VF-20  . 65.00 

1822  0-105.  Rarity-3.  EF-45.  A  strictly  original  ex¬ 
ample  with  pearl-gray  toning . 185.00 

1823  0-101,  Rarity-2.  VF-30  $89;  O-IOIa.  Patched 
3  variety.  EF-40.  A  desirable  piece  with  much 
mint  lustre  in  protected  area.  Beautiful  cham¬ 
pagne  color  $135;  0-107.  Rarity-2.  AU-50.  Mostly 


brilliant  and  lustrous  . 325.00 

1824/4  0-110.  Rarity-2.  EF-45  . 165.00 


1825  0-105.  Rarity-2.  EF-40  $135;  0-116.  Rarity-3. 
AU-50.  Very  sharply  struck  and  mostly  brilliant 


with  a  trace  of  rose  peripheral  toning  $395;  O- 
106.  Rarity-3.  AU-50  (NGC).  Lustrous  and  bril 

liant  with  frosty  devices . 395.00 

1826  0-116.  VF-20  $65;  0-112.  VF-30  $89;  0-107. 
Rarity-2.  EF-45.  Very  lustrous,  sharply  struck  and 
pleasantly  toned  $165;  0-111.  Rarity-2.  EF-45.  A 
strictly  original  example  with  pastel  toning  over 
lustrous  fields  $165;  0-101.  AU-50.  A  sharply 
struck,  fully  lustrous  example  with  beautiful 
lime-green,  lilac  and  gold  toning.  If  not  for  a 
thin  scratch  in  the  obverse  field,  this  coin  would 
easily  grade  AU-55  or  AU-58  . 325.00 

As  with  any  coin  ordered  from  Bowers  and  Merena  Galleries, 
you  have  a  full  30-day  money-back  guarantee  of  complete 
satisfaction.  So  go  ahead,  and  order  with  confidence. 


1827  Square  Base  2.  0-104.  VF-30  $89;  0-105  EF-40 
$135;  0-115.  Rarity-2.  AU-50.  A  fully  brilliant 
piece  with  heavily  frosted  devices  and  nice 
original  mint  lustre  $325;  0-126.  MS-60.  Excep¬ 
tional  satinlike  lustre  enhanced  by  a  trace  of  pale 
orange  peripheral  toning.  A  handsome,  sharp¬ 


ly  struck  piece . 895.00 

1827  Curled  Base  2.  0-146.  AU-50  . 345.00 


1828  0-102.  VF-30  $89;  0-110.  Rarity-2.  EF-45. 

Gorgeous  deep  golden  toning  complemented 
by  rose  and  pale  green  highlights.  Very  attrac¬ 
tive  $165;  0-120.  AU-50.  Mostly  brilliant  with 
a  trace  of  peripheral  toning . 325.00 

1829  0-104.  EF-40  $135;  O-lla.  EF-40  $135;  0-112. 

EF-40  $135;  0-115.  EF-40.  Pleasing  pearl-gray  sur¬ 
faces  $135;  0-111.  Rarity-2.  EF-45.  Brilliant.  Light 
pinmarks  noted  on  both  the  obverse  and  reverse 
$145;  0-111.  Rarity-2.  EF-45  $165;  0-108.  Rarity-2. 
AU-50.  Fully  brilliant . 325.00 

1830  0-107.  EF-40.  Spiked  Shield  variety  $135;  0-119. 

EF-40  $135;  0-103.  EF-45  $165;  0-122.  Extremely 
Fine-45  . 165.00 

1831  0-102.  EF-40.  Frosty  surfaces  toned  pale  gold 

$135;  0-116.  Rarity-3.  EF-45  .  185.00 

1832  0-103.  EF-40  $135;  0-106.  EF-40  $135;  0-115. 

EF-40  $135;  0-118.  EF-45  mottled  golden  brown 
toning  $165;  0-122.  EF-45.  Very  lustrous  with 
pleasing  light  toning . 165.00 

1833  0-108.  VF-30  $89;  0-104.  EF-40  $135;  0-106. 

EF-40.  Referred  to  as  the  Laced  Lips  variety  $135; 
0-108.  EF-40  $135;  0-112.  EF-40  $135;  0-110. 
EF-45  $165;  0-107.  Rarity-3.  AU-50.  Gorgeous 
original  mint  lustre  surrounds  frosted  devices 
$345;  0-113.  Rarity-2.  About  UncircuIated-50. 
Very  lustrous  with  pleasing  pale  orange  and 
golden  highlights . 325.00 

1834  Large  Date.  Large  Letters.  0-101.  EF-40  $135; 

0-102.  EF-40.  Beautiful  lavender  and  pale  orange 
toning  $135;  0-101.  EF-45  $165;  0-102.  Extreme¬ 
ly  Fine-45 . 165.00 

1834  Large  Date.  Small  Letters.  0-105.  VF-30  $89; 
0-105.  EF-45  $135;  0-108.  Rarity.  EF-45.  Lightly 
cleaned  at  one  time  but  taking  on  beautiful  pale 
orange,  sky-blue  and  golden  toning  .  .  165.00 

1834  Small  Date.  Small  Letters.  0-111.  EF-40  $135; 
0-116.  EF-40  . 135.00 
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1835  0-101.  VF-30.  Light  golden-yellow  toning  $89; 
0-107.  EF-40  $135;  0-109.  Rarity-2.  Extremely 
Fine-40 . 135.00 


Scarce  1836  Reeded  Edge  50c 


1836  Reeded  Edge.  EF-45.  A  gorgeous  piece  for  a 
high-quality  Capped  Bust  half  dollar  collector. 
This  piece  is  extremely  attractive,  strictly  original 
and  very  lustrous.  Satiny  fields  are  enhanced  by 
superb  violet,  lavender,  electric  blue,  pale  or¬ 
ange  and  golden  toning.  Just  a  slight  trace  of 
weakness  in  strike  above  Liberty's  ear  and  on 
the  eagle's  left  leg.  Just  1,200  pieces  were 
minted  of  this  variety  . 2,250.00 

1836  Lettered  Edge.  0-105.  Rarity-3.  VF-30.  Reflec¬ 

tive  surfaces  lightly  toned  around  the  periphery 
$99;  0-101.  EF-40  $135;  0-113.  EF-45.  Very 
lustrous  and  frosty  with  traces  of  toning  $165; 
0-122.  EF-45  $165;  0-112.  AU-50.  Frosty  and 
lustrous . 325.00 

1837  Reeded  Edge.  AU-55.  An  exceedingly  sharp¬ 

ly  struck  example  with  somewhat  mirrored  sur¬ 
faces  delicately  toned  champagne.  A  slight  trace 
of  weakness  visible  in  STA  of  STATES  on  the  re¬ 
verse.  Very  attractive . 695.00 

1838  EF-45  $249;  AU-50.  Pleasing  mint  lustre  with 

some  light  toning . 495.00 

1839  EF-40.  Cleaned  at  one  time  $59;  Extremely 

Fine-45 . 249.00 


1839-0  VF-25.  A  very  attractive,  original  piece  with 
pearl-gray  surfaces  toned  in  pastel  iridescence 
$495;  EF-45.  A  gorgeous,  original  example  of 
this  scarce  issue.  All  of  the  central  devices  are 
very  sharply  struck.  The  fields  are  mark-free  and 
are  complemented  by  traces  of  light  toning.  An 
extremely  attractive  example  of  this  scarce  issue. 
Last  year  of  issue  of  the  Capped  Bust  half  dol¬ 
lar  style . 895.00 


"Such  Good  Service " 

The  following  is  from  D.R.: 

“Enclosed  please  find  my  check  for  the  1929-D 
Standing  Liberty  quarter  dollar  which  I  reserved  on 
the  telephone  with  you  yesterday.  I  greatly  ap¬ 
preciate  your  continued  attention  to  my  Want  List. 
My  thanks  to  you,  Liz,  and  all  at  Bowers  and  Merena 
for  your  efforts.  Considering  that  my  budget  is  rather 
limited,  I  find  it  flattering  that  I  receive  such  good 
service.” 


LIBERTY  SEATED  TYPE 


1840  Small  Letters.  EF-40  $149;  AU-58  (NGC).  An 

exemplary  example  of  the  issue  with  superb  eye 
appeal.  If  not  for  trace  of  light  rub,  this  coin 
would  definitely  grade  MS-63  or  better. 
Gorgeous  satiny  surfaces  are  toned  deep  rose, 

fiery  orange  and  electric  blue . 650.00 

1840-0  AU-55.  Fully  brilliant,  sharply  struck  and 

quite  attractive.  Pleasing  lustre . 395.00 

1842  Medium  Date.  EF-45.  Recutting  obvious  in  the 
842  of  the  date.  Light  golden  toning  $229; 
About  Uncirculated-55.  Repunched  date.  Pleas¬ 


ing  frosty  lustre  and  sharp  strike  with  a  tinge 
of  lavender  toning . 325.00 

1843  EF-45 . 159.00 

1844  EF-45.  Satiny  lustre  with  a  whisper  of  rose 

toning . 159.00 

1844-0  EF-40  . 89.00 

1845/5-0  G-6.  Breen-4780.  Very  rare . 95.00 


1845  VF-20.  An  underrated  issue  which  is  very  rare 
in  Uncirculated  condition.  The  piece  offered 
here  is  attractive  with  some  iridescent  toning. 
The  central  devices  exhibit  good  definition.  A 


few  stray  handling  marks  are  noted  .  .  115.00 

1845-0  VF-20.  Repunched  date . 59.00 

1846  Small  Date.  AU-50.  Repunched  6  in  the  date. 
A  frosty  and  lustrous  example . 189.00 


1846  Medium  Date.  MS-60.  A  very  sharply  struck 
example.  Brilliant  and  lustrous.  An  interesting 
die  crack  has  developed  on  the  reverse  and 
branches  out  in  three  different  directions  from 
the  eagle's  beak.  Two  small  marks  are  noted  on 
the  reverse,  one  in  the  eagle's  neck  feathers  and 
the  other  on  his  left  leg . 695.00 

1846  Tall  Date.  AU-50.  Beautifully  toned  pale  gray 
and  gold  with  light  purple  highlights  $189; 
AU-55 . 239.00 

1846- 0  Medium  Date.  About  Uncirculated-50.  A 

pleasing,  lustrous  piece  with  a  lavender  and  pale 
gold  patina . 259.00 

1847- 0  VF-30 . 69.00 

1848  EF-45.  Repunched  4  in  the  date.  Usually  in 
much  lower  grades  than  the  present  piece  listed 
here.  This  coin  is  a  very  attractive  example  with 
pleasing,  lustrous  surfaces  that  are  strictly 
original  and  complemented  by  light  toning.  A 
nice  piece  for  the  Liberty  Seated  half  dollar  spe¬ 


cialist  . 389.00 

1850-0  AU-50  . 225.00 


1853  Arrows  &  Rays.  F-15  $59;  VF-20  $89;  EF-40. 
Gorgeous  lavender  and  rose  toning  with 
highlights  of  electric  blue.  Superb  eye  appeal 
$325;  AU-50.  Lightly  polished  at  one  time  but 
taking  on  electric  blue  and  gold  toning.  Very 
sharply  struck  $425;  AU-50.  Very  lustrous  with 

a  nice  strike  and  light  toning . 550.00 

1853-0  Arrows.  VF-30.  An  extremely  lustrous  piece 
for  a  VF-30  classification.  Central  devices  are 
frosty  and  exhibit  a  great  deal  of  original  lus¬ 
tre.  The  piece  is  toned  rose,  gold  and  pale  gray 
throughout.  Scarcer  than  the  Philadelphia  Mint 


issue . 215.00 

1854  Arrows.  EF-45  $250;  AU-55  $695;  AU-58 
Gorgeous  satiny  lustre  enhanced  by  a  trace  of 
light  golden  and  iridescent  toning  .  .  .725.00 


1854-0  Arrows.  EF-45  $250;  AU-50  $395;  AU-55. 
Fully  brilliant  and  frosty  $695;  MS-63.  Elusive 
in  this  high  state  of  preservation.  Subdued  nat¬ 
ural  mint  frost  toned  in  russet  hues  around  the 
periphery.  Very  sharply  struck.  An  interesting 
die  crack  has  developed  on  the  obverse  through 

the  stars  on  the  right .  1,695.00 

1855/4  With  Arrows.  VG-8.  Listed  as  very  rare  by 
Walter  Breen.  There  is  clear  evidence  of  an  ex¬ 
tra  8  within  the  8;  a  double  knob  on  the  first 
numeral  5;  and  a  crossbar  of  a  4  within  the  final 


5.  Late  die  state . 575.00 

1855- 0  Arrows.  EF-45  $250;  AU-50  _ 395.00 

1856  EF-45  $149;  AU-50.  Lustrous . 239.00 

1856- 0  AU-50  $239;  AU-55.  Brilliant  and  frosty 

with  recutting  in  the  date . 325.00 


1857  EF-45.  Deep  mottled  charcoal-gray,  gold  and 

gunmetal-blue  toning  $199;  AU-50.  Reflective 
fields  complemented  by  rose  highlights  $239; 
AU-55.  Blazing  brilliance  $325;  AU-58.  Satinlike 
lustre  with  tinges  of  pale  golden  orange  toning 
$475;  MS-60.  Frosty  and  lustrous  $650;  MS-61 
(PCGS).  Gorgeous  original  mint  lustre  toned 
champagne  and  rose.  An  extremely  attractive 
example  of  the  issue  . 795.00 

1858  VF-30  $45;  EF-45  $199;  AU-50  $239;  AU-55 

$325;  AU-58.  Frosty  with  slightly  mirrored 
surfaces  . 475.00 

1858-0  VF-30  $95;  EF-45.  Gorgeous  iridescent  ton¬ 
ing  over  quite  lustrous  surfaces.  A  scratch  is 
noted  in  the  shield  $129;  EF-45  $199;  AU-50 
$239;  MS-60.  Exceptional  eye  appeal.  This  coin 
has  gorgeous  satiny  surfaces  which  are  toned 
lavender,  violet,  fiery  orange  and  champagne. 
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Ver\  sharply  struck  with  full  detail  in  Liberty's 
head  and  in  the  eagle's  wing  leathers.  A  pleas¬ 
ing  piece . 650.00 

1858-  S  VF-20.  This  is  an  extremely  scarce  issue  in 

the  Liberty  Seated  halt  dollar  series.  Light  gray 
surfaces  exhibit  traces  of  golden  peripheral  ton¬ 
ing.  A  small  rim  mark  is  noted  at  7:00  on  the 
reverse  . 120.00 

1859  EF-45  $199  AU-50.  Deep  mirrored  surfaces 

surround  heavily  frosted  central  devices.  A  small 
defect  is  noted  about  the  eagle's  beak  on  the 
reverse  $395;  AU-55.  An  attractive  example  of 
this  scarce  issue.  Toned  in  iridescent  hues,  most¬ 
ly  around  the  periphery . 459.00 

1859- 0  EF-40.  Pale  gray  and  gold  toning  $159;  EF-45 

$199;  AU-50.  Frosty  central  devices  $239; 
AU-55.  Gorgeous  fully  lustrous  surfaces  enhanc¬ 
ed  by  pastel  iridescence . 325.00 

1860  AU-50.  Frosty,  somewhat  reflective  surfaces 

toned  pale  golden  orange  $239;  AU-58.  A 
breathtakingly  beautiful  specimen  with  extreme¬ 
ly  well  struck  devices  surrounded  by  satiny 
fields.  Superb  eye  appeal . 475.00 

1860- 0  F-12  $45;  AU-55.  Satinlike  lustre  with 

gorgeous  iridescent  toning . 325.00 

1860-S  VC-8  . 45.00 


1861  AU-50  $239;  AU-55  $325;  AU-58.  An  extreme¬ 
ly  attractive  piece  with  gorgeous  iridescent  ton¬ 
ing  over  fully  lustrous  surfaces.  Well  struck 
central  devices  are  complemented  by  full  mint 


frost  $475;  MS-60.  A  well-struck  example  with 
heavily  frosted  devices  surrounded  by  satinlike 
lustre.  A  trace  of  champagne  toning  noted 
around  the  periphery . 795.00 

1861- 0  AU-55.  A  beautiful  piece  for  a  type  set. 
Strictly  original  surfaces  complemented  by 
pleasing  iridescent  peripheral  toning  .325.00 

1862  VF-20.  Scarce  issue . 135.00 

1862- S  About  Uncirculated-55.  Subdued  natural 

mint  frost  complemented  by  champagne 
highlights . 325.00 

1863- S  AU-50  $239;  AU-55  . 325.00 

1864  VF-30.  A  scarce  issue  in  the  series.  Lightly 

cleaned  at  one  time,  but  is  taking  on  pleasing 
pale  golden-orange  toning  . 110.00 

1864- S  VF-20  . 69.00 

1866  With  Motto.  VF-30  . 85.00 

1866-S  With  Motto.  F-15  . 40.00 


1867-S  MS-63.  An  extremely  pleasing  example  of 
this  scarce  issue.  The  central  devices  are  sharply 
struck.  The  fields  are  completely  satinlike  as 
well  as  the  devices,  and  the  entire  coin  is  toned 
in  beautiful  shades  of  champagne,  sky-blue  and 
violet.  A  tiny  mark  is  noted  on  Liberty's  arm. 
This  is  a  beautiful  piece  for  a  high-quality  col¬ 
lection  . 1,895.00 

1868  VF-30.  Well  struck  with  good  central  device 
detail  visible.  Lightly  cleaned  at  one  time.  A 
trace  of  russet  toning  is  noted  around  the 
periphery . 185.00 


i  i ' 

Pieces  of  Eight9— 

Ameri 

ca's  First  Sii 

Iver  Dollar 

The  Spanish  colonial  8  Reales,  also  known  as  the  “pillar  dollar”  or  “piece  of  eight,”  was 
one  of  the  principal  coins  used  by  American  colonists.  While  many  coins  of  historical  im¬ 
portance  are  very  expensive,  the  “piece  of  eight”  is  reasonably  priced. 

The  ’’piece  of  eight”  is  also  a  “fun”  coin  to  own  and  enjoy.  Inagine  showing  your  friends 
a  large  silver  coin  that  may  well  have  circulated  in  the  colonies! 

We  offer  attractive  Very  Fine  or  better  specimens,  date  of  our  choice.  These  coins  were 
minted  from  1732-1770,  and  are  priced  at  just  $179  each. 

Just  $179  each! 


1870  EF-45.  An  outstanding  piece  for  an  EF  grade. 

This  coin  exhibits  a  great  deal  of  original  mint 
lustre,  is  sharp  and  frosty  and  is  free  of  detrac¬ 
ting  handling  marks.  To  complement  all  of  this 
the  piece  is  toned  in  beautiful  pastel  irides¬ 
cence.  Call  quickly  on  this . 195.00 

1871  VF-20  $69;  AU-50  $239;  AU-55  (NGC).  Sharp 
and  frosty  $325;  Proof-60.  A  dazzling  piece. 
Light  hairlines  in  the  obverse  field  are  well  con¬ 
cealed  by  exquisite  electric  blue,  rose,  fiery  or¬ 
ange  and  violet  toning.  The  coloration  on  this 
piece  is  simply  breathtaking.  Sharply  struck  and 
very  reflective.  Don't  miss  this  opportunity  to 


obtain  a  gorgeous  piece . 895.00 

1872  VF-30  $69;  EF-40  $169;  EF-45  .  199.00 


1872-CC  VG-8.  A  problem-free  example  of  this 
scarce  issue  $110;  Extremely  Fine-40.  A  rare  date 
in  any  condition.  This  coin  exhibits  much  mint 
lustre  in  protected  areas,  is  frosty  on  the  cen¬ 
tral  devices  and  fully  brilliant.  Many  of  the 
1872-CC  half  dollars  were  melted  after  April 
1873  . 475.00 

1872- S  Extremely  Fine-40.  Another  scarce  issue  in 

the  series.  Toned  gunmetal-blue  around  the 
periphery . 269.00 

1873- CC  No  Arrows.  Closed  3.  G-4A/G-8.  Rare  $139; 

VG-8.  An  attractive,  problem-free  example  of  this 
rare  issue  toned  pale  rose  over  pearl-gray 
surfaces . 159.00 

1873  Arrows  at  Date.  VF-20  $89;  VF-30.  Attractive 
iridescent  peripheral  toning.  Important  type 
issue . 129.00 


1874  Arrows  at  Date.  EF-45  $295;  AU-50.  Gorgeous 

full  mint  frost  $425;  AU-55  mirrored  surfaces 
surround  frosty  devices.  Light  peripheral  ton¬ 
ing  $495;  AU-58.  Rich,  satiny  lustre  delicately 
toned  in  champagne  and  rose . 550.00 

1874- S  Arrows  at  Date.  Extremely  Fine-45.  Very 

scarce  variety.  Reflective  fields  are  com¬ 
plemented  by  mint  lustre  in  protected  areas.  The 
central  devices  are  nice  and  frosty.  Call  quick¬ 
ly  on  this  one  . 395.00 

1875  AU-50  . 239.00 

1875- S  MS-60.  This  example  is  fully  brilliant  with 

pleasing  satiny  surfaces  surrounding  heavily 
frosted  devices . 595.00 


1876  VF-30  $69;  Extremely  Fine-45  $199;  MS-63. 
Exceedingly  sharply  struck  example  with  virtual¬ 
ly  mark-free  surfaces.  The  lustre  on  this  piece 
is  superb  and  very  satiny.  A  gorgeous  example 
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of  the  issue.  Elusive  in  this  high  state  of  preser¬ 
vation  . 1,295.00 

1876-CC  AU-55.  Sharply  struck  and  attractive  with 
a  tinge  of  light  peripheral  toning.  A  scarce  and 
popular  issue . 425.00 

1876- S  MS-60.  Fully  lustrous  with  deep  red,  elec¬ 
tric  blue,  pale  gray  and  gold  toning.  .650.00 

1877  EF-45  $199;  AU-50  . 239.00 

1877- S  VF-30  $49;  EF-45  $199;  AU-50  $239;  AU-58. 
Reflective  surfaces  surround  heavily  frosted  cen¬ 
tral  devices.  The  eye  appeal  of  the  piece  is 
enhanced  by  a  whisper  of  peripheral  iridescent 


toning . 475.00 

1878  AU-55  . 325.00 

1884  VG-8.  Very  scarce . 259.00 


Superb  1888  50c 


1888  MS-60/64.  An  extremely  elusive  issue, 
especially  in  this  superb  state  of  preservation. 
Just  12,000  pieces  were  minted.  The  coin  is  fully 
lustrous  with  satiny  fields  toned  in  iridescent 
hues.  A  few  scattered  marks  on  the  obverse  are 
all  that  keep  this  coin  from  full  MS-64  classifica¬ 
tion  overall  . 2,500.00 


1889  MS-63.  Fully  brilliant  fields  surround  sharp¬ 
ly  struck  and  frosty  devices.  Just  a  tinge  of  deep 
golden  peripheral  toning.  A  tiny  mark  is  noted 


on  Liberty's  chin . 1,495.00 

BARBER  TYPE 

1892  AU-50.  Lustrous.  First  year  of  issue  for  the 
Barber  design . 395.00 


1893- 0  EF-40  $195;  AU-55.  Mottled  golden  and  tan 

toning  $495;  MS-60.  Full  mint  frost  com¬ 
plemented  by  deep  fiery  orange  and  electric 
blue  peripheral  toning.  This  example  has  nice 
eye  appeal . 495.00 

1894  Proof-60.  Deep  mirrored  surfaces  toned  heath¬ 
er.  Sharply  struck.  Two  rim  nicks  noted  at  3:00 
on  the  reverse . 375.00 

1894- 0  AU-55.  Pleasing  full  mint  lustre  525.00 


Satisfaction  Guaranteed! 

Each  coin  in  this  Rare  Coin  Review 
comes  with  a  30-day  money  back  guarantee 
of  satisfaction.  We  know  you'll  be 
delighted  with  our  quality,  value,  and  service. 


1894-S  MS-60.  Gorgeous  satinlike  surfaces  are  quite 
reflective  and  serve  to  complement  gorgeous 
heavily  frosted  central  devices.  The  entire  coin 
is  highlighted  by  a  tinge  of  sky-blue  and  gold 
peripheral  toning.  A  desirable  and  quite  attrac¬ 
tive  example  of  the  issue . 695.00 

1895  AU-58.  Exceedingly  sharply  struck  and  toned 
in  deep  iridescent  hues  throughout  .  .525.00 

Gorgeous  1896  Uncirculated  50c 


1896  MS-63/65.  If  not  for  a  tiny  planchet  flaw  on 
Liberty's  neck,  this  coin  would  probably  grade 
MS-65  overall.  The  piece  is  superbly  struck  with 
all  devices  fully  defined.  The  coin  is  strictly 
original  with  gorgeous  satiny  fields  toned  rose, 
violet,  and  gold  on  the  obverse  and  pale  sky- 
blue  on  the  reverse.  Difficult  to  improve  upon. 
A  nice  addition  to  an  advanced  Barber  half  dol¬ 


lar  collection . 2,595.00 

1897  EF-45 . 250.00 


1899  EF-40  $195;  AU-50.  Cleaned  at  one  time,  but 

taking  on  pale  champagne  toning  $179;  AU-58. 
An  exceedingly  well-struck  example  with 
gorgeous  original  mint  bloom  highlighted  by 
pale  orange  hues . 525.00 

1900  EF-40  $195;  EF-45  $250;  AU-55  $495;  MS-60. 

Heavy  mint  frost  throughout . 695.00 

1900-S  EF-45  $250;  AU-50.  Lightly  polished  $159; 
AU-50.  Pleasing  satiny  lustre  with  just  a  whis¬ 
per  of  champagne  toning . 395.00 

1901  EF-40.  Light  gray  surfaces  $195;  AU-55.  A 

reflective  piece  with  full  mint  lustre  toned  rose, 
gold  and  light  orange . 495.00 

1902  EF-40  $195;  About  Uncirculated-50.  Deep 
gunmetal-blue,  green  and  fiery  orange  toning 
$395;  MS-60.  Sharply  struck,  fully  lustrous  and 
toned  deep  electric  blue,  gold,  orange  and 


copper . 695.00 

1903-0  EF-45 . 250.00 


1904  EF-45.  Mostly  brilliant  with  a  tinge  of  mint 

lustre  in  protected  areas.  Some  light  reverse 
scratches  are  noted  $250;  Proof-63.  Deep  mir¬ 
rored  surfaces  surround  sharply  struck,  frosty 
devices.  Some  light  mottled  toning  evident 
around  the  periphery .  1,495.00 

1904-S  EF-40.  One  of  the  scarcer  issues  in  the  Barber 
series . 295.00 

1905  MS-60.  Very,  very  close  to  grading  MS-63 
overall.  This  coin  is  very  sharp  and  extremely 
attractive  with  full  mint  lustre  enhanced  by  just 


a  trace  of  rose  highlights.  A  nice  piece  for  a  type 
set . 695.00 

1906- D  About  Uncirculated-58.  Full  mint  bloom 

Brilliant  . 525.00 

1907  EF-45  $250;  AU-50.  Brilliant  due  to  a  light 
cleaning  at  one  time  $189;  AU-50  .  .395.00 

1907- D  EF-45  $250;  MS-63.  Brilliant,  sharp,  and 

lustrous . 1,395.00 


Gem  1907-D  Half  Dollar 


1907-D  MS-65.  An  impressive,  immaculate 
piece  with  exceptional  eye  appeal.  The  surfaces 
are  completely  mark-free  and  very  satiny.  The 
coin  is  strictly  original  with  a  tinge  of  electric 
blue  peripheral  toning.  A  striking  piece  which 
would  complement  even  the  most  advanced 
Barber  half  dollar  collection.  A  good  selection 
for  the  specialist  . 4,450.00 


1907- 0  AU-55.  Subdued  mint  lustre  .  .  .  .495.00 

1908- D  EF-40  $195;  EF-45  . 250.00 

1908-0  EF-40.  Lightly  toned  $195;  About 

Uncirculated-50  . 395.00 


1910- S  MS-62  (NGC).  A  breathtakingly  beautiful 

piece  lightly  toned  in  pastel  iridescence.  The 
devices  are  sharp.  Gorgeous  original  mint  lus¬ 
tre.  If  not  for  a  few  very  tiny  marks,  this  coin 
could  probably  grade  MS-64  . 995.00 

1911  EF-45.  Fully  brilliant,  but  cleaned  at  one  time 

$250;  AU-50.  Deep  mottled  toning  on  the 
obverse . 395.00 

1911- D  EF-45.  Quite  lustrous  with  pleasing  rose  and 

champagne  toning . 250.00 

1912  EF-40  $195;  EF-45  . 250.00 

1912- D  EF-45  $250;  AU-50  . 395.00 

1915-D  EF-40  $195;  EF-45  $250;  AU-50  $395; 

AU-55.  Blazing  brilliance . 495.00 

1915- S  EF-45 . 250.00 

WALKING  LIBERTY  HALF  DOLLARS 

1916- D  Mintmark  on  Obverse.  MS-60.  A  lustrous 

piece  with  pleasing  pale  orange  toning  on  the 
obverse.  Slightly  soft  strike,  as  is  typical  for  the 
issue . 315.00 


A  FINE  COLLECTION 
IS  YOUR  BEST  INVESTMENT 
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vn  hprp  Ate  actual  photographs  of  the  new  Bowers  and  Merena  medals,  enlarg¬ 
'd  to  show  detail  The  finished  medals  will  be  Gem  Proof,  40  mm  in  diameter. 


1988  Presidential 
Campaign  Medals 

Last  Chance  to  Order  at  Issue  Price! 


The  1988  election  is  now  history,  but  there  is  still  time  to  order 
the  dazzling  new  Bowers  and  Merena  one-ounce  silver,  limited 
edition  medals— featuring  obverse  portraits  of  presidential  can- 
diates  George  Bush  and  Michael  Dukakis.  Order  quickly,  though— 
because  this  may  be  your  last  opportunity  to  order  at  the  issue  price  of 
just  $29.95  each! 

Created  by  a  master 

The  medals  are  designed  by  former  chief  engraver  of  the  U.S.  Mint, 
Frank  Gasparro,  who  crafted  them  with  the  same  skill  that  has  made 
his  Eisenhower  dollar  and  Memorial  reverse  of  the  Lincoln  cent  so 
popular.  These  medallic  portraits  of  Bush  and  Dukakis  are  a  superb  ad¬ 
dition  to  his  list  of  numismatic  achievements,  and  display  again  why  he 
is  one  of  the  world's  most  respected  engravers.  Each  medal  bears  on 
the  reverse  the  famous  Bowers  and  Merena  griffin,  and  the  date. 

A  pure  silver  work  of  art 

Each  piece  is  made  of  one  ounce  of  .999  fine  (nearly  pure)  silver, 
and  features  a  Gem  Proof  mirror  finish.  Each  is  40  mm  in  size— larger 
than  a  silver  dollar!  We  spare  no  expense  or  effort  to  created  high- 
quality  numismatic  medals  that  you  can  proudly  own  and  display. 

Guaranteed  low  mintages 

Furthermore,  the  quantities  of  these  medals  will  be  strictly  limited. 
We  guarantee  that  no  more  than  1,000  pieces  will  be  struck,  after 
which  the  dies  will  be  destroyed.  We  have  no  way  of  knowing  how 
many  will  actually  be  ordered,  so  the  total  mintage  could  actually  be 
substantially  lower!  Without  a  doubt,  these  medals  will  be  among  the 
rarest  productions  made  by  Frank  Gasparro. 

Important  and  desirable 

Considering  the  significance  of  Frank  Gasparro,  the  importance  of 
the  1988  presidential  elections,  and  the  superb  beauty  and  quality  of 
these  medals,  this  is  sure  to  be  one  of  the  most  important  and 
desirable  medallic  creations  of  our  time. 

Special  pre-issue  price 

Our  intent  is  to  produce  high-quality  numismatic  medals  of  limited 
quantity,  but  at  a  price  which  will  be  affordable.  These  1988  presiden¬ 
tial  candidate  medals  can  be  yours  for  only  $29.95  each,  or  $55  for  the 
pair.  This  special  pre-issue  price  will  be  maintained  only  until  January 
1,  1989.  After  that  date,  the  price  will  be  $39.95  each— if  any  are  still 
available.  Order  yours  today  for  shipment  immediately! 
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Limited  Edition 


Silver  Medals 


Complete  Your  Collection  Today! 


Over  the  past  six  years,  Bowers  and  Merena  Galleries  has 
created  a  collection  of  beautiful  and  rare  silver  medals. 
Designed  by  former  chief  engraver  of  the  United  States  Mint, 
Frank  Gasparro,  these  lovely  medals  are  made  of  one  ounce  of  .999 
fine  (almost  pure)  silver.  Each  is  larger  than  a  silver  dollar  (44  mm  in 
size),  and  each  reflects  the  highest  standards  of  design,  engraving,  and 
minting.  The  end  result  of  all  this  care  is  a  medal  of  lasting  beauty— a 
brilliant  Gem  Proof  example  of  medallic  art. 

A  tribute  to  excellence 

Each  medal  illustrates  important  events  and  personalities.  From  our 
first  medal  in  1983  (of  numismatist  Virgil  Brand)  to  our  most  recent  of¬ 
ferings  (of  the  1988  presidential  candidates),  each  Bowers  and  Merena 
medal  serves  as  a  tribute  to  excellence  and  achievement  in  our  time. 


Medals  Available 

1983  VIRGIL  BRAND  MEDAL.  Obverse  with  portrait  of 
Virgil  Michael  Brand  and  surrounding  inscription.  Reverse 
with  Bowers  and  Merena  Galleries'  logotype  and  iden¬ 
tification,  1983  date.  Engraved  by  Frank  Gasparro,  as  are 
all  of  the  medals  in  this  series.  (Stock  No.  M-1)  $49.95. 

1984  VIRGIL  BRAND  MEDAL.  With  the  same  obverse 
as  preceding,  but  with  the  1984-dated  reverse.  (Stock  No. 
M-2)  $55.00. 

1984  SALUTE  TO  THE  OLYMPICS  MEDAL.  A  medal  of 
rare  beauty  showing  a  goddess  holding  a  wreath  over  an 
Olympic  runner,  with  the  Greek-style  amphitheatre.  Of  all 
medals  ever  produced  in  honor  of  the  Olympic  Games, 
this  has  to  be  one  of  the  finest!  (Stock  No.  M-3)  $45.00. 


A  select  group  of  owners 

Perhaps  the  most  significent  aspect  of  these  medals  is  their  low 
mintages.  We  have  endeavored  to  create  truly  limited  editions ,  so  each 
of  these  medals  will  be  treasured  as  a  genuinely  rare  piece.  By 
"limited"  we  do  not  mean  hundreds  of  thousands,  or  even  tens  of 
thousands— but  1,000  or  fewer!  When  you  acquire  a  Bowers  and 
Merena  medal,  you  are  assured  of  being  part  of  a  select  group  of  proud 
owners.  Once  1,000  pieces  are  struck,  we  destroy  the  dies. 

Limited  numbers  available 

We  have  limited  numbers  of  past  Bowers  and  Merena  medals  still 
available.  But  hurry:  once  these  medals  are  sold,  there  will  be  no  more 
available  from  us. .  .ever! 


1983  AUCTION  PROGRAM  MEDAL  WITH  1984  RE¬ 
VERSE.  The  magnificent  sales  conducted  by  Auctions  by 
Bowers  and  Merena,  Inc.  during  the  calendar  year  1983 
were  memorialized  on  a  1984-dated  medal  by  Frank 
Gasparro.  The  obverse  shows  a  goddess  holding  a  banner 
inscribed  with  the  names  of  the  auction  sales  conducted, 
while  the  reverse  is  the  standard  Bowers  and  Merena  die 
with  a  1984  date.  (Stock  No.  M-4)  $49.95. 

1984  REAGAN  MEDAL.  Issued  during  the  1984 
presidential  campaign.  The  obverse  features  candidate 
Ronald  M.  Reagan.  (Stock  No.  M-5)  $49.95. 

1984  WALTER  MONDALE.  Issued  during  the  1984 
presidential  campaign.  The  obverse  features  candidate 
Walter  Mondale.  (Stock  No.  M-6)  $49.95. 

1985  FRANK  GASPARRO.  The  obverse  features  Frank 
Gasparro,  engraver  and  sculptor  of  the  medal,  at  work  in 


Mintage  Totals 

Here  are  the  mintages  for  earlier  medals.  We  pledge  that  the  quan¬ 
tities  made  will  represent  the  total  limit  for  each  issue. 

1983  Virgil  Brand  Medal:  486  pieces 

1984  Virgil  Brand  Medal:  183  pieces 
1984  Olympic  Medal:  350  pieces 

1983/4  Auction  Program  Medal:  200  pieces 

1984  Reagan  Presidential  Campaign  Medal:  700  pieces 

1984  Mondale  Presidential  Campaign  Medal:  600  pieces 

1985  Frank  Gasparro  Medal:  320  pieces 

1986  President  Lincoln  Medal:  280  pieces 

1986  C.S.A.  President  Jefferson  Davis  Medal:  265  pieces 

1987  President  George  Washington  Medal:  252  pieces 

1988  President  Theodore  Roosevelt  Medal:  Orders  still  being  taken. 

1988  President  Harry  S  Truman  Medal:  Orders  still  being  taken. 

1988  Bush  Presidential  Campaign  Medal:  Orders  still  being  taken. 

1988  Dukakis  Presidential  Campaign  Medal:  Orders  still  being  taken. 


his  studio.  (Stock  No.  M-7)  $35.00. 

1986  PRESIDENT  LINCOLN  MEDAL.  Gem  Proof.  The 
obverse  features  Abraham  Lincoln,  president  of  the  United 
States  from  1861  to  1865.  (Stock  No.  M-8)  $39.95. 

1986  JEFFERSON  DAVIS  MEDAL.  Gem  Proof.  Pictured 
on  the  obverse  is  Jefferson  Davis,  who  served  as  president 
of  the  Confederate  States  of  America  from  1861  to  1865. 
(Stock  No.  M-9.)  $49.95. 

1987  GEORGE  WASHINGTON  MEDAL.  Gem  Proof.  A 
classic  tribute  to  the  "Father  of  Our  Country— first  Presi¬ 
dent  of  the  United  States,  George  Washington  (on  the 
obverse).  (Stock  No.  M-10)  $49.95 

1988  THEODORE  ROOSEVELT  MEDAL.  Gem  Proof. 

The  obverse  features  a  portrait  of  America's  "Rough 
Riding"  president,  Theodore  Roosevelt.  (Stock  No.  M-11) 
$29.95 

1988  HARRY  S  TRUMAN.  Gem  Proof.  America's 
"straight  talking"  president,  Harry  Truman,  is  featured  on 
the  obverse.  (Stock  No.  M-12)  $29.95 
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uestion  and  Answer  Forum 

By  Q.  David  Bowers 


The  " Question  and  Answer  Forum"  is 
open  to  all  Rare  Coin  Review  readers.  We 
invite  questions  of  interest  concerning 
any  aspect  of  American  numismatics. 
Those  of  the  most  general  appeal  will  be 
answered  in  this  column.  Address  your 
inquiries  to:  Q.  David  Bowers ,  Editor, 
Rare  Coin  Review,  Box  1224,  Wolfeboro, 
NH  03894. 

*  *  * 

QYou  could  make  a  nice  profit  for  yourselves, 
.  and  gain  nationwide  attention,  if  you  would 
advertise  in  airline  magazines,  financial  journals, 
and  other  publications  outside  of  the  rare  coin 
field.  There  are  many  other  advertisements  in  such 
publications,  but  most  of  these  are  of  the  “hype" 
type  and  are  oriented  toward  investment  solicita¬ 
tions.  I  bet  you  a  bicentennial  $2  bill  that  if  you 
advertised  you  would  get  a  lot  of  dedicated 
numismatists  and  would  add  to  your  mailing  list. 
I  don't  want  to  tell  you  how  to  run  your  business, 
but  I  thought  you  would  appreciate  the  sugges¬ 
tion.  What  do  you  think? — C.N.N. 

Although  we  occasionally  run  small  “in¬ 
troductory"  advertisements  in  antique  and  art 
magazines,  and  sometimes  some  large  display 
advertisements  as  well  (such  as  when  we  have  an 
important  auction  sale),  we  have  found  that  to 
advertise  in  airline  magazines  and  other  general 
periodicals  is  too  expensive  for  the  things  we  are 
selling — which  admit  just  a  small  margin  of  profit. 
We  have  found  that  the  best  results  are  obtained 
from  the  traditional  standbys:  Coin  World,  Numis¬ 
matic  News,  Coins  Magazine,  CoinAge,  The  Nu¬ 
mismatist,  The  Coin  Dealer  Newsletter,  etc.  We 
seem  to  have  more  success  in  "converting" 
established  collectors  to  become  our  customers 
than  we  do  in  being  missionaries  to  the  general 
public. 

*  *  * 


Ql  recently  received  your  beautiful  poster  of 
J  the  1804  silver  dollar  from  the  King  of  Siam 
sale,  and  in  looking  at  it  closely  I  notice  something 
odd.  There  is  a  diebreak  along  the  top  of  LIBER¬ 
TY  on  the  obverse.  Now,  why  would  a  die  used 
to  strike  only  15  or  so  coins  over  a  25-year  period 
have  any  diebreaks  at  all?— A.K. 

This  is  an  interesting  question,  and  the  only 
explanation  I  can  give  at  this  point  is  that  the 
die  must  have  cracked  on  an  early  impression,  per¬ 
haps  even  on  the  first  striking.  Michael  Hodder  of 
our  staff  is  examining  extant  1804  silver  dollars  to 
determine,  if  possible,  the  diebreak  progression. 
Once  this  has  been  done,  the  results  will  be 


published.  In  the  meantime  if  any  readers  have  fur¬ 
ther  information  on  the  subject,  they  are  invited  to 
correspond  with  Michael  at  our  office. 

*  *  * 


ism 


I  recently  bought  an  1859-S  Liberty  Seated 
silver  dollar,  which  is  graded  VF-20  by 
ANACS.  I  have  been  doing  research  on  the  Liber¬ 
ty  Seated  dollar  series,  concerning  the  availabili¬ 
ty  of  certain  dates,  for  four  years— and  the 
breakdown  of  the  1859-S  dollar,  as  per  my  notes, 
is  as  follows:  Uncirculated,  eight  pieces;  About  Un¬ 
circulated,  six  pieces;  Extremely  Fine,  five  pieces; 
Very  Fine,  19  pieces. 

It  is  very  possible  that  some  of  these  are  the 
same  coin  offered  more  than  once.  This  issue  has 
appeared  fewer  times  in  the  following  dates,  which 
most  people  consider  to  be  very  scarce:  1844, 
1848,  1850,  1854,  1855,  1861,  1862,  and  1872-S. 
The  closest  issue  to  the  1859-S,  in  my  research, 
is  the  1872-CC,  which,  of  course,  is  considered  to 
be  a  prime  rarity  in  any  grade.  The  issues  that  show 
up  less  frequently  than  the  1859-S  are:  1850-0, 
1851,  1852,  1871-CC,  and  1873-CC.  My  research 
has  covered  just  the  grades  of  Very  Fine  to  Uncir¬ 
culated.  I  believe  the  1859-S  is  a  sleeper,  especially 
at  current  prices.  I  bought  my  coin,  the  VF-20  ex¬ 
ample,  at  the  same  price  I  could  have  bought  an 
EF  or  AU  common  date  Liberty  Seated  dollar  for, 
an  issue  such  as  the  1842. 

What  do  you  think  concerning  my  findings 
about  the  1859-S,  and  why  are  they  so  scarce  and 
undervalued?  Thank  you  for  your  time.  I  hope  that 
sometime  you  will  publish  a  book  on  silver  dollars, 
as  I  would  enjoy  reading  it.— B.B. 

The  1859-S  which  has  been  discussed  in  this 
column  before,  is  indeed  one  of  the  scarcest 
of  all  Liberty  Seated  silver  dollars.  My  comment 
concerning  your  findings  is  that  you  have  unearth¬ 
ed  significantly  more  "Uncirculated"  pieces  than 
has  been  my  experience.  I  have  only  seen  one  or 
two  pieces  which  have  claim  to  Uncirculated 
status — and  this  is  in  the  course  of  viewing  several 
dozen  1859-S  dollars  over  the  years.  Your  findings 
that  Uncirculated  pieces  are  more  available  than 
Extremely  Fine  pieces  is  contrary  to  my  own  ex¬ 
perience,  and  I  suspect  one  of  two  things:  Either 
your  research  shows  the  same  Uncirculated  piece 
appearing  on  the  market  multiple  times,  or  that  if 
you  or  I  examined  some  of  these  Uncirculated 


pieces  in  person,  we  would  find  them  to  be  AU  or 
less.  Apart  from  that,  I  agree  with  your  findings  and 
believe  that  the  1859-S  is  indeed  quite  undervalued 
on  the  present  market.  The  Norweb  Collection  coin, 
Lot  3810  in  our  November  sale,  was  described  as 
AU-50.  Apparently,  Ambassador  and  Mrs.  R.  Henry 
Norweb  were  not  able  to  locate  a  nicer  specimen 
in  many  decades  of  collecting. 

*  *  *  « 

I  have  an  1883-CC  Morgan  silver  dollar 
which  has  been  graded  MS-60  on  the  ob¬ 
verse  and  MS-63  on  the  reverse.  To  my  eye,  the 
reverse  is  nearly  perfect,  and  might  even  be  MS- 
65.  I  am  told  that  if  I  have  this  put  in  a  “slab"  they 
will  not  use  the  split  grade,  but  will  just  call  it  MS- 
60  (if  they  agree  with  that  grade).  Apparently,  they 
will  pick  the  lowest  grade  of  either  side,  and  then 
just  assign  a  single  number  to  the  coin.  The  ANACS 
service  has  been  assigning  grades  to  each  side  of 
a  coin — and  I  notice  you  do  this  sometimes  in  your 
auction  catalogues — but  now  I  understand  that 
ANACS  is  going  to  drop  this  and  just  have  a  single 
grade. 

My  question  is  this:  if  my  coin  is  certified  as  MS- 
60,  but  if  it  is  really  much  nicer  than  MS-60  on 
the  reverse,  is  this  fair  to  my  coin?  It  will  then  be 
grouped  into  a  price  category  of  “MS-60"  and  will 
not  have  a  market  value  of  any  more  than  anoth¬ 
er  similar  silver  dollar  that  is  MS-60  on  both  sides. 
I  know  that  if  someone  saw  my  coin  in  person  and 
compared  it  with  another  coin  that  was  MS-60  on 
both  sides,  mine  would  be  considered  to  be  more 
desirable,  and  even  worth  more  money,  for  the  re¬ 
verse  is  much  finer.  What  is  the  answer  to  this? 
There  is  no  cut  and  dried  answer.  Grading 
techniques,  interpretations,  and  theories  have 
been  evolving,  and  right  now  the  "single  number 
theory"  seems  to  be  the  most  popular.  It  is  the  hope, 
the  wish,  the  desire  of  grading  services  to  assign 
a  single  number  to  a  coin — representing  both  the 
obverse  and  the  reverse — so  that  on  a  "scientific" 
basis  a  price  can  be  determined.  However,  you  are 
perfectly  right:  if  your  coin  grades  MS-60  on  the 
obverse,  but  the  reverse  is  much  finer  than  MS-60, 
then  to  my  way  of  thinking,  your  coin  is  more 
desirable  than  one  which  is  MS-60  on  both  sides. 
Similarly,  if  you  were  to  show  me  two  coins,  each 
with  a  “technical  grade"  of  MS-60,  but  one  is  sharp¬ 
ly  struck,  or  has  very  attractive  toning,  and  the  other 
is  rather  "doggy"  looking— but  still  is  technically 
MS-60,  it  could  be  the  case  that  the  sharply  struck 
or  attractively  toned  one  could  be  worth  twice  the 
money. 

The  upshot  of  all  this,  as  I  see  it,  is  that  a  person 
who  is  a  buyer  for  price  only,  and  who  wants  the 
absolutely  cheapest  example  of  a  “certified"  coin, 
will  get  what  the  hobby  (or  industry  as  many  are 
fond  of  calling  it)  refers  to  a  "low  end"  example. 
A  connoisseur,  on  the  other  hand,  to  whom  price 
is  not  the  first  consideration,  and  who  is  willing 
to  pay  more  than  the  absolute  lowest  price,  will  be 
able  to  acquire  coins  such  as  yours,  and  also  the 
ones  that  I  mentioned — coins  which  go  beyond 
their  technical  grade  and  have  desirable  aesthetic 
features  as  well. 

Our  own  policy  when  buying  “slabbed"  or  "cer¬ 
tified"  coins  for  our  stock  is  to  pick  ones  which 
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have  a  nice  degree  of  aesthetic  appeal  in  addition 
to  the  technical  grade.  Sometimes  we  have  to  con¬ 
sider  a  dozen  or  more  before  we  find  one  that  is 
“just  right." 

*  *  * 


In  the  last  century,  was  the  1842  quarter 
eagle  considered  to  be  a  major  rarity— as  in¬ 
deed  a  guide  book  on  the  United  States  Mint 
stated?— Dr.  G.R. 

The  inquiry  arose  from  the  description  the 
present  writer  created  for  Lot  1972  of  the 
Norweb  Collection  Sale,  Part  II,  March  1988,  in 
which  an  1842  quarter  eagle  had  the  following 
description: 

“In  his  book  on  the  denomination,  David  Akers 
relates  an  interesting  anecdote  concerning  the  1842 
quarter  eagle: 

“  'Between  1863  and  about  1915  this  date  was 
considered  to  be  semi-unique  (two  known).  It  has 
several  early  auction  records  over  $100  and  the 
Taylor-Windle  specimen  brought  $155  in  1908. 
Many  more  are  now  known  than  just  the  two 
original  pieces,  but  the  coin  is  still  scarce  in  all 
grades 

“Part  of  the  early  fame  of  the  1842  may  have  been 
due  to  an  innocent  misinterpretation  of  listings  in 
two  different  guidebooks  to  the  Philadelphia  Mint, 
which  featured  the  1842  quarter  eagle  as  one  of 
the  highlights  of  the  Mint  Cabinet.  Surely  the  coin 
meant  was  the  1841  quarter  eagle,  but  it  was  listed 
in  print  as  1842,  and  the  error  was  repeated. 

“So  far  as  we  know,  there  is  nothing  in  the 
literature  to  indicate  that  the  1842  quarter  eagle  is 
any  rarer  than  the  mintage  of  2,823  would  suggest. 
Of  course,  in  an  absolute  sense  it  is  indeed  rare, 
but  it  is  not  at  all  in  the  league  of  the  famous  1841. 
David  Akers  cites  43  auction  appearances  during 
the  past  half  century,  which,  excluding  duplication, 
probably  amounts  to  about  two  dozen  or  so  in¬ 
dividual  coins." 

We  asked  researcher  P.  Scott  Rubin  his  thoughts 
on  the  matter,  and  here  is  what  he  had  to  say  in 
his  recent  letter  to  us: 

"In  response  to  your  request  for  information  about 
auction  records  before  1890  of  the  1842  quarter  ea¬ 
gle,  I  have  searched  all  of  the  auction  catalogues 
in  my  library  dated  before  that  year.  I  found  only 
two  occurrences  of  this  coin  in  the  over  300  auc¬ 
tion  catalogues  I  searched.  They  were  in  Wood¬ 
ward's  12th  Sale  (November  19,  1865)  Lot  1555 
under  the  heading  Quarter  Eagles,  described  as 
“1842  in  Fair  condition;  a  rare  piece,"  realizing 
$3.50,  and  Ed.  Cogan's  sale  of  the  Col.  Cohen  Col¬ 
lection  (October  25,  1875)  Lot  210  under  the 
heading  Quarter  Eagles,  described  as  "1842  but  lit¬ 
tle  circulated." 

“I  also  found  while  doing  this  search  something 
that  I  had  overlooked.  I  found  that  Lot  209  of  the 
Cohen  Sale  contained  an  1841  quarter  eagle  de¬ 
scribed  exactly  as  the  1842  mentioned  above.  This 
is  the  only  occurrence  of  an  1841  quarter  eagle  I 
have  encountered  before  1940. 

"I  should  also  mention  that  the  1890  Parmelee 
Collection  Sale  also  contained  an  1842  quarter  ea¬ 
gle  called  Very  Good  as  lot  number  1130  which  re¬ 
alized  $3.15. 

“My  own  feeling  on  the  1842  quarter  eagle  is  that 
it  was  considered  an  extreme  rarity  until  the  20th 
century.  It  was  mentioned  in  the  1842  edition  of 
the  Eckfeldt  and  DuBois  book  that  the  1841  quar¬ 
ter  eagle  existed,  it  was  too  early  to  mention  the 
1842  quarter  eagle.  Since  collecting  gold  by  date 


was  not  popular  in  the  1800s  and  even  if  it  were 
being  done,  collecting  by  mintmark  was  not 
popular  in  the  gold  series  until  after  the  turn  of  the 
century  for  many  reasons.  So  there  was  no  need 
to  try  to  secure  the  1842  Philadelphia  Mint  quar¬ 
ter  eagle;  a  coin  from  any  mint  of  that  date  would 
do. 

“I  hope  this  is  what  you  were  looking  for." 

*  *  * 

Ql  consider  myself  to  be  an  accomplished 
J  photographer,  including  of  coins,  but  I'm  sty¬ 
mied  when  it  comes  to  photographing  coins  within 
"slabs."  Even  a  gem  piece  is  apt  to  photograph  with 
a  rather  scruffy  appearance.  Do  you  or  your 
photographic  department  have  a  suggestion?— P.G. 

a  This  is  a  problem,  and,  so  far  as  I  know,  there 
.£Uis  no  way  to  photograph  a  coin  within  a 
"slab"  and  get  a  decent  result.  The  reason  for  this 
is  that  minor  imperfections  in  the  plastic  surfaces 
of  the  slab,  plus  lines  on  the  top  and  bottom  sur¬ 
faces  of  the  sheet  of  plastic  in  front  of  the  coin,  are 
apt  to  show  up.  In  addition,  the  molecular  struc¬ 
ture  of  the  plastic  seems  to  polarize  the  light 
somewhat  and  give  the  resultant  photographs  a 
slightly  different  "cast."  An  excellent  example  of 
what  you  are  referring  to  can  be  found  on  page  41 
of  our  recent  Rare  Coin  Review  No.  70,  in  which 
an  1890  Proof-65  dollar,  one  of  the  nicest  in  ex¬ 
istence,  photographed  just  so-so. 

I  wrote  to  David  Hall,  the  mastermind  behind 
PCGS,  about  this  problem,  and  he  responded  that 
PCGS  could,  on  a  time-available  basis,  limited  as 
to  quantity,  and  for  a  fee,  receive  coins  back,  take 
them  from  their  holders,  photograph  them  on  their 
premises,  then  reseal  them  again.  We  have  not  ask¬ 
ed  the  Numismatic  Guarantee  Corporation  what 
their  policy  is,  and  at  this  point  we  don't  know  what 
the  policy  of  the  ANA  will  be  once  they  start  offer¬ 
ing  "slabbed"  coins.  I  suspect,  however,  that  all  of 
these  services  will  look  askance  at  having  a  com¬ 
pany  or  private  individual  other  than  themselves 
open  the  piece,  photograph  it,  then  put  it  back  in 
(if  indeed  this  can  be  done  without  destroying  the 
holder). 

If  any  Rare  Coin  Review  client  has  any  better 
ideas,  we'd  be  happy  to  hear  them.  For  the  moment, 
the  state  of  the  art  seems  to  be  to  photograph  the 
coin  through  the  slab,  sometimes  even  showing  the 
entire  slab  itself.  However,  this  removes  the  possibili¬ 
ty  of  being  able  to  print  extremely  high  quality 
photographic  enlargements — coins  enlarged  several 
inches  or  several  diameters. 

*  *  * 


I  know  you  have  treated  the  subject  of 
.  Gobrecht  silver  dollars  at  length  in  some  of 
your  recent  publications,  and  I  have  also  noted 
the  contributions  of  Bob  Julian  which  have  ap¬ 
peared  in  the  Rare  Coin  Review.  In  a  nutshell,  can 
you  tell  me  whether  or  not  I  should  include  a 
Gobrecht  silver  dollar  in  my  type  set?  Money  is 
not  a  problem — I  can  afford  one — but  I  want  to 


do  what  is  "right,"  and  I  don't  want  to  include  one 
if  it  is  not  properly  a  part  of  such  a  set.— D.R.B. 

As  I  mentioned  in  my  book.  United  Stales 
Coins  by  Design  Types,  type  sets  are  like  cats, 
they  come  in  many  different  varieties.  There  is  no 
such  thing  as  a  "standard"  or  an  "official"  type  set. 
What  you  may  wish  to  include,  someone  else  may 
wish  to  omit. 

Concerning  Gobrecht  silver  dollars,  a  generation 
ago  these  were  nearly  always  referred  to  as  patterns, 
not  regular  issues.  In  recent  times,  due  to  the  re¬ 
search  of  Robert  W.  Julian  (in  particular)  and  others, 
it  has  become  known  that  the  1,000  Proof  1836- 
dated  Gobrecht  dollars  produced  in  December 
1836  were  released  into  circulation  through  the 
Bank  of  the  United  States.  On  March  31,  1837,  a 
further  600  examples  from  the  same  dies,  but  now 
with  the  dies  oriented  in  the  same  direction  (rath¬ 
er  than  180°  apart,  as  normal)  were  placed  into 
circulation. 

The  coins  made  in  December  1836  weigh  416 
grains,  the  old  standard,  whereas  those  produced 
in  March  1837  weigh  412.5  grains,  the  new  stan¬ 
dard  mandated  by  the  Act  of  January  1837.  These 
coins  can  be  told  apart  by  weight  and  die  align¬ 
ment.  Complicating  the  situation  is  that  additional 
pieces  were  made,  restrikes,  at  a  still  later  date, 
possibly  1858-1860,  and  these  have  the  obverse  and 
reverse  dies  aligned  nearly,  but  not  quite,  in  op¬ 
posite  directions.  The  eagle  appears  to  be  flying 
horizontally  rather  than  slightly  upward.  Inasmuch 
as  it  is  known  that  the  strikings  of  December  1836 
and  January  1837  were  specifically  made  for  and 
released  into  circulation,  there  is  no  reason  not  to 
include  them  in  a  type  set.  Numismatic  thinking 
is  continually  changing,  and  including  such  a  piece 
in  a  type  set  merely  represents  an  updating  of  the 
"state  of  the  art"  of  research. 

The  1836-dated  Gobrecht  dollars  just  described 
are  quite  unusual  in  that  they  represent  circulation 
strikes  made  with  Proof  surface,  rather  than  the 
frosty  "business  strike"  style  of  the  period. 

In  addition  to  the  1836-dated  pieces,  on  De¬ 
cember  31,  1839  the  chief  coiner  of  the  Philadel¬ 
phia  Mint  reported  that  300  1839-dated  Gobrecht 
dollars  were  delivered,  apparently  for  circulation. 
Whereas  the  1836  design  had  no  stars  in  the  ob¬ 
verse,  stars  in  the  reverse  field,  and  a  plain  edge, 
the  1839  design  was  different  and  had  stars  in  the 
obverse  field,  no  stars  in  the  reverse  field,  and  a 
reeded  edge.  Thus,  1839  can  be  considered  a 
distinctly  different  type  of  Gobrecht  silver  dollar, 
and  another  instance  of  a  Proof-finish  coin  being 
made  for  circulating  purposes. 

So,  if  you  want  to  be  "technical"  you  could  in¬ 
clude  the  two  basic  types  of  Gobrecht  dollars  just 
mentioned:  one  of  the  1836-dated  style  and  one 
of  the  1839-dated  style.  Other  mulings  of  1836  and 
1839,  as  well  as  all  Gobrecht  dollars  dated  1838, 
are  presently  classified  strictly  as  pattern  issues  and 
would  not  be  candidates  for  type  sets  of  regular 
coinage. 

One  further  point:  the  question  can  be  raised  as 
to  whether  the  1836  and  1839  Gobrecht  dollars  just 
described,  made  with  Proof  finish,  were  produced 
for  collectors  rather  than  for  general  circulation.  The 
answer  is  provided  in  two  ways:  first,  the  quantities 
coined  were  far  in  excess  of  the  few  dozen  (if  in¬ 
deed  that  many)  collectors  in  America  at  the  time, 
who  were  seriously  forming  coin  collections.  Sec¬ 
ond,  nearly  all  known  specimens  of  both  varieties 
show  signs  of  wear. 

A  new  edition  of  the  book,  United  States  Coins 
by  Design  Types,  is  in  the  works,  and  it  will  feature 
an  additional  chapter,  "Some  Interesting  Options," 
which  will  discuss  the  applicability  of  Gobrecht  sil¬ 
ver  dollars  for  inclusion  in  type  sets,  and  will  also 
list  the  1792  half  disme  and  a  couple  of  other  "new” 
entries. 
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•  *  • 

I  am  interested  in  buying  a  scale  to  help 
attribute  varieties  of  early  coins  and  tokens 
and  also  to  verity  their  authenticity.  Since  the  dif¬ 
ferences  in  weight  among  varieties  is  often  only 
a  few  grains  or  less,  I  need  one  that  is  fairly  sen¬ 
sitive.  I  have  seen  some  handheld  digital  models 
in  the  $300  price  range.  Digital  displays  and  por¬ 
tability  are  nice  features,  but  are  there  less  expen¬ 
sive  scales  that  provide  a  high  degree  of  sensitivity? 
I'd  like  to  spend  no  more  than  $100  if 
possible. — N.C.C. 

The  following  answer  is  from  Michael  Hod- 
der,  of  our  Research  Department: 

Basically  there  are  two  types  of  balances  used  in 
coin  authentication  in  numismatic  research:  triple 
beam  and  electronic  balances.  Triple  beam  balances 
are  the  ones  most  familiar,  and  consist  of  a  weighing 
pan  suspended  from  one  arm  of  the  beams,  and 
counterweights  on  the  other  end.  The  coin  is  placed 
in  the  weighing  pan,  weights  are  adjusted  on  the 
other  end  of  the  beam  until  the  indicator  on  the 
stand  of  the  balance  reads  zero,  or  "balanced,”  and 
then  the  reading  of  the  coin's  weight  can  be  taken 
by  totalling  the  weights  adjusted  to  counterpoise 
the  coin.  Triple  beam  balances  are  inexpensive, 
ranging  from  around  $90  to  $225.  However,  triple 
beam  balances  are  limited  in  their  sensitivity, 
typically  being  able  to  distinguish  differences  of  on¬ 
ly  0.1  gram  (about  15  grains).  Since  the  difference 
between,  say,  in  the  pattern  series,  a  bronze  or  cop¬ 
per  1855  Flying  Eagle  cent,  large  planchet,  is  four 
grains,  a  triple  beam  balance  would  not  be  sensitive 
enough  to  distinguish  between  the  two  different 
metals.  In  the  case  of  early  coins,  such  as  United 
States  colonial  and  state  issues,  an  inability  to 
distinguish  weights  within  15  grains  of  each  other 
could  destroy  the  results  of  the  test,  especially  in 
the  case  of  authentication. 

Here  at  Bowers  and  Merena  Galleries  we  use  an 
electronic  balance  manufactured  by  Mettler.  This 
balance  is  sensitive  to  0.1  grains,  which  is  more  than 
accurate  enough  for  such  fine  distinction  as  I  outlin¬ 
ed  above.  Electronic  balances  are  considerably 
more  expensive  than  triple  beam  balances,  and  sell 
for  hundreds  of  dollars.  In  balances,  as  in  many  oth¬ 
er  things  in  life,  you  really  do  "get  what  you  pay 
for.”  I  would  suggest  that  if  you  are  seriously  in¬ 
terested  in  accurate  weights  on  early  coins  and 
tokens,  that  you  purchase  an  electronic  balance. 
Many  reputable  firms  produce  these,  under  such 
names  as  Sartorius,  Mettler,  Volan,  and  Ohaus. 

If  you  write  to  S.G.A.  Scientific,  Inc.,  735  Broad 
Street,  Bloomfield,  New  Jersey  07003,  and  ask  for 
their  Combined  General  and  Inter-joint  Catalogue, 
you  will  receive  information  on  many  different  sorts 
of  balances,  both  triple  beam  and  electronic.  You 
can  make  your  own  choice  from  there.  I  should  state 
that  we  have  no  connection  at  all  with  this  firm  but 
simply  pass  this  information  along  to  you  for  your 
possible  interest. 

*  *  * 


Ql  understand  that  you  and  Michael  Hodder 
are  currently  writing  a  book  on  encased 
postage  stamps.  I  am  gathering  material  for  an  ex¬ 
hibit  on  encased  postage.  This  exhibit  will  be  very 
modest  as  it  will  show  the  three  types  of  Ayer's 
cases  all  in  the  three-cent  denomination,  and  an 
example  of  the  stamp.  I  have  hit  a  snag:  How  were 
the  stamps  placed  in  the  holders? 


Since  the  cases  are  about  25mm  in  diameter  and 
the  stamps  are  approximately  23  x  37mm,  were 
they  folded?  How?  I  doubt  the  stamps  were  clip¬ 
ped  since  that  would  mutilate  them  if  anyone 
wanted  them  for  postage. 

I  have  read  that  some  stamps  were  "exchang¬ 
ed”  for  higher  values.  Have  you  seen  any  postage 
stamps  used  on  covers,  that  were  earlier  taken 
from  encased  postage  stamps,  as  identified  by 
folds?  Also,  did  the  stamps  have  "backing,"  or  was 
there  enough  thickness  from  the  mica  and  folds 
to  make  a  tight  fit?  Have  the  stamps  become  glued 
to  the  cases? 

Although  most  of  my  encased  postage  stamps 
are  low  grade,  I  don't  have  the  nerve  to  dissect 
them  to  find  the  answers.  Perhaps  you  have  had 
access  to  broken  cases  and  could  supply  the 
answers. 

I  purchased  the  Ayer's  Cathartic  Pills  encased 
postage  stamp  from  your  Emerson  and  Faught  Col¬ 
lections  sale.  As  I  should  have  an  example  of  the 
face  of  the  same  variety,  I  will  be  watching  your 
future  auctions  for  a  three-cent  Ayer's 
example.— T.W.F. 

Once  again  your  editor  has  tapped  Michael 
Hodder,  of  our  Research  Department,  for  the 
answer: 

You  ask  how  the  stamps  were  placed  in  the  brass 
holders.  I  think  I  can  answer  that  question  for  you. 
Many  years  ago,  a  noted  numismatist  active  in  the 
field  of  encased  postage  stamps  took  apart  several 
low-grade  and  inexpensive  specimens,  to  answer 
the  very  same  question  for  himself.  It  turns  out  that 
the  procedure,  as  he  determined  it,  was  as  follows: 

After  the  back  of  the  case  was  manufactured,  with 
the  advertising  message,  etc.,  by  Scovill  in  Connec¬ 
ticut,  a  piece  of  cardboard  was  cut  to  shape,  to  fit 
snugly  within  the  back  case.  The  stamp  intended 
to  be  inserted  was  then  placed  on  top  of  the  round 
piece  of  cardboard,  and  where  the  corners  of  the 
stamp  overlap  the  edge  of  the  round  cardboard  in¬ 
sert,  the  corners  were  folded  over  to  hold  the  stamp 
in  position.  A  circular  piece  of  mica  was  then 
placed  over  the  stamp,  and  the  mica-stamp- 
cardboard  "sandwich”  was  then  inserted  into  the 
back  of  the  case.  Then,  using  different  closing  tools, 
the  front  frame  was  wrapped  around  the  rear  of  the 
case,  securing  the  two  brass  pieces  tightly  together. 

I've  not  heard  that  some  stamps  were  removed 
from  their  encasements  to  be  used  on  covers. 

Our  book  on  encased  postage  stamps  is  progress¬ 
ing  nicely.  The  research  phase  is  nearly  over,  and 
we  are  now  involved  in  writing  the  main  text. 

*  *  * 

QHere  is  a  question  for  your  Forum.  I  com- 
.  pleted  a  United  States  coins  type  collection 
this  spring,  including  all  of  the  varieties  listed  in 
your  book,  United  States  Coins  by  Design  Types, 
plus  some  other  additions  such  as  the  1792  half 
disme,  both  sizes  of  the  1813-1834  half  eagle,  the 
Gobrecht  dollar,  and  so  on.  Your  firm,  both 
through  auctions  and  the  good  work  of  Liz  Arlin, 
played  a  major  role  in  completing  my  collection. 

I  would  like  to  know  your  estimation  of  how 
many  complete  type  collections  exist,  both  in  in¬ 
stitutions  and  in  private  hands.  I  know  the  number 
cannot  be  large,  unless  there  are  more  survivors 
of  the  1796  No-Stars  quarter  eagle  than  usually 
stated.  I  would  suppose  that  the  Smithsonian  In¬ 
stitution,  the  American  Numismatic  Association, 
and  the  American  Numismatic  Society  have  com¬ 
plete  type  sets. — J.I.S. 

When  you  refer  to  "complete"  type  sets,  in¬ 
cluding  gold,  you  are  speaking  of  an  elite  and 
lofty  pinnacle  of  accomplishment.  As  you  so  right¬ 
ly  state,  there  can  be  no  more  complete  type  sets 
than  there  are  1796  No-Star  quarter  eagles  or,  for 
that  matter,  1808  quarter  eagles  or  a  few  other  of 
the  really  "tough"  types.  Addressing  the  1796  No- 


Stars  quarter  eagle  as  a  limiting  factor,  the  question 
then  presents  itself:  How  many  are  known?  In  his 
1975  book,  United  States  Gold  Coins,  Volume  II, 
Quarter  Eagles  1796-1929,  David  Akers  states: 
"Claims  that  only  15  to  20  pieces  are  known  seem 
to  me  to  be  exaggerated.  A  closer  estimate  of  the 
number  extant  would  probably  be  between  30  and 
40."  In  our  sales  of  the  Eliasberg  Collection  of 
United  States  Gold  Coins  (1982)  and  the  Norweb 
Collection,  Part  II  (March  1988)  we  expressed  the 
opinion  that  perhaps  two  or  three  dozen  exist. 

For  purposes  of  argument,  let's  say  that  35  pieces 
are  known  outside  of  institutional  holdings.  Of  that 
number,  probably  half  or  more  are  preserved  as  part 
of  quarter  eagle  date  sets  or,  as  has  become  increas¬ 
ingly  popular  in  recent  times,  by  numismatists  who 
have  neither  a  quarter  eagle  date  set  nor  a  type  set 
of  United  States  coins,  but  simply  want  to  own 
something  that  is  at  once  a  rarity  and  of  low  mint¬ 
age.  Using  this  figure,  it  can  be  posited  that  per¬ 
haps  15  to  20  are  held  as  part  of  type  sets.  Of  those 
type  sets,  probably  there  are  some  that  are  lacking 
other  pieces.  While  the  1796  No-Stars  quarter  ea¬ 
gle  is  a  major  rarity,  it  is  not  always  the  instance 
that  major  rarities  are  acquired  last. 

Removing  some  1796-No  Stars  quarter  eagles 
from  contention  because  of  the  lack  of  com¬ 
pleteness  of  the  sets  in  which  they  are  housed,  one 
can  easily  get  down  into  the  range  of  just  a  dozen 
or  so  complete  type  sets  in  existence. 

Of  course,  all  of  this  is  just  so  much  theory,  but 
even  if  you  doubled  my  numbers — and  said  that 
twice  as  many  1796  No-Stars  quarter  eagles  existed, 
and  adjusted  the  other  ratios  as  well,  still  you  come 
up  with  a  very  low  number,  somewhere  between, 
say,  10  complete  sets  and  two  dozen.  As  I  men¬ 
tioned,  you  are  in  an  elite  category! 

So  far  as  the  institutions  you  mentioned  are  con¬ 
cerned,  both  the  Smithsonian  and  the  American 
Numismatic  Society  keep  their  coins  as  part  of  their 
respective  denominations  and  do  not  group  them 
together  as  type  sets,  although  they  could  certain¬ 
ly  pick  coins  out  of  their  holdings  and  create  a  type 
set.  The  American  Numismatic  Association,  in  Col¬ 
orado  Springs,  does  not  have  a  complete  type  set 
of  United  States  coins,  so  far  as  I  know,  and  proba¬ 
bly  does  not  even  come  close — lacking  as  it  does 
numerous  of  the  scarcer  issues. 

*  *  * 


The  real  1804  silver  dollar 


Q-  You  have  written  many  books  on  United 
.  States  coins,  and  I  also  enjoy  your  articles 
in  Coin  World,  so  I  am  writing  to  you  to  see  if  you 
can  answer  my  inquiry.  Has  anything  ever  been 
written  concerning  replicas  of  the  1804  silver 
dollar— castings,  electrotypes,  etc.?  Is  there  any 
mention  of  what  quantities  of  replicas  are  known? 
Is  there  any  discussion  of  copies  of  actual  1804 
coins,  as  opposed  to  replicas  made  by  altering 
1803  dollars,  or  making  electrotypes  from 
alterations? 
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I  have  seen  numerous  articles  and  discussions 
of  the  1804  silver  dollar  in  Coin  World  and 
elsewhere,  but  I  have  never  seen  a  detailed  discus¬ 
sion  of  replicas  or  fakes.  I  am  enclosing  a  self- 
addressed  stamped  envelope  for  your  reply.  I 
would  be  willing  to  pay  for  photocopies  of  past 
articles,  if  any  could  be  made.— T.P.H. 

The  subject  of  fakes  of  1804  silver  dollars  has 
been  discussed  in  numerous  articles  over  the 
years.  For  starters,  refer  to  the  book,  The  Fantastic 
1804  Dollar,  by  Eric  P.  Newman  and  Kenneth  E. 
Bressett,  published  by  Whitman  in  1962.  A  copy 
of  this  volume,  now  out  of  print,  can  be  obtained 
on  loan  from  the  American  Numismatic  Associa¬ 
tion  Library  (818  North  Cascade  Ave.,  Colorado 
Springs,  CO,  80903-3279).  This  entire  volume  ex¬ 
emplifies  American  numismatic  research  at  its  best 
and  is  fascinating  reading.  Beyond  that,  a  check  with 
the  American  Numismatic  Association  library  for 
articles  on  the  1804  silver  dollar  and  the  fantasy 
"1805"  silver  dollar  will  prove  instructive.  The  ANA 
Library  has  an  index  of  previous  articles  in  The  Nu¬ 
mismatist.  Numerous  excellent  articles  have  ap¬ 
peared  in  other  periodicals,  such  as  Coin  World  and 
Numismatic  News,  but,  so  far  as  I  know,  no  one 
has  ever  indexed  these,  so  coming  across  them  is 
a  matter  of  looking  through  files  of  past  copies. 

From  the  last  century  onward,  the  1804  silver  dol¬ 
lar  has  been  a  popular  subject  of  the  press,  and  to 
reprint  all  newspaper  columns  on  the  subject  would 
probably  take  a  book  of  a  couple  hundred  pages 
in  length! 

Copies  of  the  1804  silver  dollars  are  illegal  to 
own,  as  they  are  counterfeits.  Still,  copies  surface 
now  and  again,  even  at  coin  shows,  and  over  the 
years  I  have  seen  quite  a  few.  Most  have  fallen  into 
one  of  these  categories: 

1.  Electrotypes,  which  were  particularly  popular 
during  the  past  century  and  were  occasionally  made 
by  museums  as  a  service  for  collectors,  were  often 
produced  by  taking  impressions  from  authentic 
1804  dollars,  although  some  were  made  by  copy¬ 
ing  an  alteration — a  counterfeit  of  a  counterfeit,  so 
to  speak. 

2.  Altered  dates.  This  type  of  alteration  was 
popular  in  the  past  century  and  the  early  part  of 
the  present  century,  and  was  typically  made  by  ad¬ 
ding  a  crossbar  to  the  date  of  an  1801  dollar,  al¬ 
though  some  were  made  by  removing  completely 
the  last  digit  of  an  1803  and  replacing  it  with  a  4. 
However,  a  study  of  other  die  characteristics — the 
placement  of  letters  with  regard  to  the  stars,  the 
positions  of  the  first  three  digits  of  the  date,  etc., 
will  serve  to  detect  these  fakes.  Few  of  these  are 
seen  now. 

3.  Casts:  Today,  one  typically  encounters  castings, 
which  are  often  distinguished  by  having  a  porous 
surface  and  poorly  defined  details.  Particularly 
prevalent  are  castings,  not  made  from  authentic 
1804  dollars,  which  have  come  from  the  Orient  and 
which,  amazingly  enough,  usually  have  reeded 
edges!  (Genuine  1804  silver  dollars  have  lettered 
edges,  or,  in  one  instance,  a  plain  edge.) 

*  *  * 

QDid  you  happen  to  see  the  fabulous  article, 
.  "Casey  at  the  Bat,"  in  Sports  Illustrated,  Ju¬ 
ly  18,  1988?  Check  out  page  66,  Casey  tips  the  boy 
half  a  dime. 

Flow  long  did  the  half  dime  denomination  con¬ 
tinue  to  circulate  after  being  discontinued  in  1873? 
The  article  was  supposed  to  take  place  in  1888. 
Flow  long  did  other  distinct  denominations  such 
as  the  half  cent,  large  cent,  three-cent  piece  and 
20-cent  piece  continue  to  appear?  Were  they  still 
accepted  as  money  or  had  they  been 
demonetized?'— J.S.M. 

I  did  see  the  Casey  at  the  Bat  article  when 
it  was  published,  but  as  it  was  strictly  a  fan¬ 
tasy,  the  mention  of  the  coin  would  have  no  seri¬ 


ous  numismatic  significance.  Although  half  dimes 
were  discontinued  in  1873,  they  continued  to  cir¬ 
culate  well  into  the  1880s,  and  it  would  have  been 
the  case  that  in  1888  the  denomination  was  famil¬ 
iar  to  most  merchants  and  citizens,  although  I 
suspect  that  relatively  few  remained  in  pocket 
change  by  that  time.  Interestingly,  the  other  day 
while  doing  research  among  issues  of  The  Numis¬ 
matist  from  the  turn  of  the  century,  in  connection 
with  the  American  Numismatic  Association's 
Centennial  History  book  project,  I  encountered  a 
note  that  in  Cuba  half  dimes  minted  in  the  United 
States  were  circulating  in  the  provinces  at  that  time. 

Unfortunately  for  present-day  numismatists,  years 
ago,  and  even  now,  few  people  have  ever  bothered 
to  keep  track  of  what  was  or  is  common  in  cir¬ 
culating  change.  Wouldn't  it  be  fun  to  have  an 
analysis  of  the  contents  by  denomination,  date,  and 
mint  of  a  cash  drawer  in  a  soda  parlor  circa  1888? 

Back  to  the  subject  of  half  dimes,  we  know  from 
contemporary  numismatic  references  that  by  the 
turn  of  the  century,  unimpaired  examples  were  sell¬ 
ing  at  a  very  slight  premium,  trade  dollars  (last 
minted  for  circulation  in  1878)  could  be  obtained 
for  face  value  or  less  (for  they  were  no  longer  legal 
tender  in  the  United  States),  and  that  $1  and  $3 
pieces  (last  minted  in  1889)  sold  for  a  small 
premium,  with  gold  dollars  being  especially 
popular. 

The  best  source  I  know  of  in  print  (actually  re¬ 
print)  is  Neil  Carothers'  Fractional  Money  book, 
copies  of  which  are  offered  for  sale  in  our  book 
listing.  This  book  is  mis-named  from  a  popular  point 
of  view,  for  it  is  not  about  paper  fractional  notes 
at  all.  Rather,  by  "fractional  money"  the  author 
meant  United  States  coins  of  denominations  less 
than  $1,  although  dollars  are  mentioned.  When  we 
reprinted  the  book  we  should  have  given  it  a  "new" 
title — but  we  didn't  tamper  with  numismatic  tradi¬ 
tion.  In  any  event,  Carothers  gives  much  informa¬ 
tion  as  to  when  coins  were  withdrawn  from 
circulation. 

*  *  * 


Q  Recently  when  perusing  your  book,  United 
J  States  Coins  by  Design  Types,  I  was  quite  sur¬ 
prised  to  see  that  you  state  that  a  few  1922  Peace 
dollars  were  struck  in  the  High  Relief  design  pe¬ 
culiar  to  1921.  This  is  the  first  that  I  have  ever  seen 
or  heard  of  this;  not  even  the  Van  Allen  and  Mallis 
book  mentions  them.  Can  you  shed  some  light  on 
this  situation,  and  have  you  ever  seen  such  pieces 
in  person?  They  must  be  worth  a  substantial 
premium. 

a  I  Your  question  comes  at  ‘he  right  time,  and 
'*  1 1  take  the  opportunity  to  extract  from  our  sale 
of  the  Norweb  Collection,  Part  III,  the  description 
for  Lot  3931,  a  1922  High  Relief  Peace  dollar  of  the 
variety  you  mention: 

"1922  High  Relief.  Matte  Proof-65.  Possibly  the 
finest  known  example.  Similar  to  the  type  of  1921, 
with  high  relief  devices,  concave  fields,  and  four 
rays  beneath  the  word  ONE.  Miss  Liberty's  hair 


details  have  amazing  definition,  and  the  eagle's 
plumage  is  remarkably  bold.  The  pearl  gray  surface 
are  very  smooth.  A  splash  of  rose  toning  is  present 
in  the  left  obverse  field  as  illustrated.  Both  the  ob¬ 
verse  and  reverse  motifs  have  a  marked  three- 
dimensional  character.  This  specimen  is  certainly 
among  the  finest  known  of  the  type. 

"The  1922  High  Relief  Peace  dollar  is  even  rarer 
than  the  1907  Saint-Gaudens  ultra  High  Relief  dou¬ 
ble  eagle.  Only  a  handful  of  examples  are  known. 
When  Walter  Breen  wrote  his  Encyclopedia  of 
United  States  and  Colonial  Proof  Coins  in  1977  he 
mentioned  that  he  knew  of  only  five  pieces,  and 
gave  attributions  for  three  of  them.  Later,  Wayne 
Miller  commented  in  his  Morgan  and  Peace  Dol¬ 
lar  Textbook  that  he  knew  of  but  two  examples  in 
addition  to  those  enumerated  by  Breen.  Currently, 
it  appears  that  about  eight  to  10  pieces  are  known, 
but  since  the  whereabouts  of  many  of  the  different 
pieces  is  uncertain,  it  is  likely  that  any  list  attemp¬ 
ting  the  enumeration  of  all  specimens  is  bound  to 
contain  some  duplication.  Those  examples  that  we 
have  been  able  to  trace  are  listed  below,  not  in  any 
particular  order. 

"1)  The  Norweb  specimen.  Acquired  from  B.  Max 
Mehl,  April  28,  1937. 

"2)  The  Chase  Manhattan  Bank  Money  Museum 
to  the  Smithsonian  Institution.  Ex  Farran  Zerbe? 

"3)  The  Rhodes-Moorman-Breen  coin,  illustrated 
in  Walter  Breen's  monograph  on  Proof  coins.  Most 
recently  offered  in  Stack's  sale  of  the  Barker  Col¬ 
lection,  October  1986,  Lot  113. 

"4)  Rarcoa,  July  1984,  Auction  '84,  Lot  1793,  reap¬ 
pearing  in  the  1986  F.U.N.  Sale  conducted  by  Mid¬ 
American  Rare  Coin  Auctions,  Lot  354. 

"5.  Paramount,  July  1985,  Auction  '85,  Lot  1277. 
Reportedly  from  an  old  Philadelphia  estate  since 
the  time  of  mintage. 

"6.  Bowers  and  Ruddy  Galleries,  offered  in  Rare 
Coin  Review,  issue  No.  35,  1980.  Reappearing  in 
our  sale  of  Four  Memorable  Collections,  September 
1985,  Lot  652. 

"7)  An  impaired  example:  Ex  Bruce  Todd  Col¬ 
lection.  Sold  by  Rarcoa  at  the  1973  F.U.N.  auction. 

"Some  of  the  following  may  constitute  duplicate 
listings  of  those  enumerated  above: 

a)  The  Lester  Merkin  specimen. 

b)  The  Manfra,  Tordella,  and  Brookes  specimen 

c  and  d)  Impaired  examples  mentioned  by  Walter 

Breen  in  his  Proof  coin  monograph.  (One  of  these 
is  probably  the  coin  sold  by  Rarcoa  at  the  1973 
F.U.N.  auction,  listed  above). 

"The  following  interesting  commentary  on  the 
1922  High  Relief  Peace  dollar  has  been  extracted 
from  the  Rare  Coin  Review,  issue  No.  35,  summer 
1980,  and  is  printed  here,  in  summary,  for  the  ben¬ 
efit  of  our  readers: 

"What  makes  this  piece  important  is  that  Peace 
dollars  are  divided  into  design  categories:  the  type 
of  1921  with  very  high  relief,  and  the  type  used  from 
1922  through  1935,  with  shallow  relief.  There  were 
51,737,000  1922  Peace  dollars  produced  for  circula¬ 
tion,  and  each  of  them  was  in  a  very  shallow,  in¬ 
distinct  relief.  In  addition  there  were  just  a 
few— probably  not  even  a  dozen— produced  in  the 
1921  style  in  very  high  relief. 

"The  coin  has  a  very  interesting  historical  con¬ 
nection  inasmuch  as  high  relief  coins  were  con¬ 
templated  for  circulation  in  1922,  but  there  was  so 
much  difficulty  encountered  in  striking  the  pieces 
in  order  to  bring  up  the  relief  properly  that  the  high 
relief  style  was  discontinued  and  the  very  shallow 
relief  substituted  in  its  place." 

*  *  * 

The  following  is  a  combined  question  and 
commentary  from  reader  M.K.: 

Since  I  finally  sat  down  to  write  you,  I  would 
like  to  take  the  opportunity  to  share  some  thoughts 
and  ask  some  questions. 
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On  the  subjeit  ol  books.  I  have  recently  finished 
1  he  Numismatist  >  Bedside  Companion.  Hopefully, 
Volume  2  will  not  be  a  long  time  off.  I  especially 
liked  the  article  about  a  visit  with  B.  Max  Mehl. 
Perhaps  vou  will  reprint  some  of  his  old  catalogues 
as  I  think  they  would  be  of  interest  to  many  peo¬ 
ple.  I  note  that  you  found  it  interesting  that  the 
illustrations  in  his  book  do  not  coincide  with  the 
text.  Vou  use  the  same  technique  in  your  book 
about  the  Norweb  Collection.  My  personal 
preference  would  be  for  illustrations  to  coincide 
with  the  text.  Perhaps  in  this  regard  I  should  also 
write  to  the  National  Geographic  Society  and 
Time-Life  books! 

I  had  to  laugh  while  reading  the  Norweb  book, 
when  I  noted  that  Emery  May  Norweb  at  one  time 
remarked  that  she  would  have  to  “upgrade”  her 
grading  in  order  to  coincide  with  the  standards 
of  that  time.  It  seems  that  the  controversy  has  been 
with  us  for  a  long  while.  Will  it  never  end? 

On  the  subject  of  books,  I  would  like  to  con¬ 
clude  w  ith  some  ideas  of  what  would  be  of  interest 
to  me.  First  of  all,  I  would  like  an  encyclopedia 
of  United  States  coins  written  and  edited  by  you. 
I  believe  much  of  the  research  for  such  a  book  (or 
books)  has  already  been  done  by  you  and  your  staff 
and  published  in  your  auction  catalogues,  Rare 
Coin  Reviews ,  etc.  I  would  like  to  have  it  organiz¬ 
ed  by  years,  rather  than  series.  Also,  I  believe  that 
it  is  about  time  for  you  to  write  an  autobiography. 
I  also  have  a  question  as  to  the  use  of  grading. 
When  you  state  that  a  coin  is  graded  by  ANACS 
or  some  other  grading  service  are  you  implying 
that  you  agree  with  the  grade  or  that  you  are  just 
stating  the  grade  and  leaving  it  at  that? 

Perhaps  the  comparison  of  the  various  grading 
services  would  be  of  interest  to  your  readers.  The 
same  coins  could  be  submitted  to  the  services  and 
the  results  published. 

In  reference  to  your  question  on  grading,  we 
mentioned  in  an  earlier  issue  that  this  has 


already  been  done,  by  Kevin  Foley,  editor  of  The 
Centinel,  journal  of  the  Central  States  Numisma¬ 
tic  Society;  he  submitted  10  coins  to  four  different 
professional  grading  services,  and  not  in  a  single 
instance  did  the  grading  services  precisely  agree 
on  even  a  single  coin,  and  on  one  coin,  a  1919  quar¬ 
ter  dollar,  professional  opinions  went  all  the  way 
from  AU-55  to  MS-65. 

With  regard  to  our  new  book,  by  now  it  is 
published — check  our  listing  for  The  Numismatist's 
Fireside  Companion,  a  matching  volume  with  a 
slightly  different  title. 

With  regard  to  your  ideas  on  a  comprehensive 
book,  Walter  Breen's  Encyclopedia  should  fill  this 
gap,  although  it  is  arranged  by  denomination  rath¬ 
er  than  by  date:  Personally  I  do  not  like  the  date 
arrangement,  for  different  series  are  harder  to  grasp 
without  constant  cross-referencing,  so  the  way 
Walter  did  it,  the  standard  way,  is  just  dandy.  Con¬ 
cerning  an  autobiography,  perhaps  someday— but 
enough  of  my  "experiences”  have  found  their  way 
into  print  anyway,  so  I  don't  see  any  great  need  at 
the  moment  for  more. 

The  following  is  our  policy  on  grading:  Unless 
stated  otherwise,  we  do  agree  with  the  grade  of 
PCGS  and  NGC  coins;  if  we  don't  agree  with  the 
grade,  we  often  will  omit  the  mention  of  a  certifica¬ 
tion  at  all  or  will  state  how  we  disagree  with  it— 
usually  the  former. 


FOLLOW-UP:  The  following  letter  is  from  Dan 
Vandervort,  and  refers  to  the  letter  from  reader 
"B.F.”  in  Rare  Coin  Review,  No.  70: 

I  read  with  interest  the  letter  from  B.F.  in  the 
Autumn  1988  RCR  regarding  weakness  of  strike. 

Though  I  agree  with  most  of  the  aspects  of  your 
die  spacing  explanation,  I  don't  feel  that  it  is  in- 
correct,  as  you  state,  to  say  that  a  coin  weakly  struck 


on  the  high  points  is  the  result  of  inadequate  strik¬ 
ing  pressure.  Whether  or  not  the  descending  die 
has  reached  the  lowest  point  of  its  travel  due  to  the 
cam  rotation,  as  far  as  the  coin  planchet  is  concern¬ 
ed,  it  its  metal  does  not  flow  into  the  deepest 
recesses  of  the  die,  then  it  did  not  receive  adequate 
striking  pressure.  Now,  this  may  well  be  the  result 
of  dies  which  were  spaced  too  far  apart,  but  from 
the  planchet's  viewpoint,  it  was  not  struck  strong¬ 
ly  enough.  So,  a  too  wide  die  spacing  can  cause 
inadequate  striking  pressure  to  the  planchet,  and 
thus  it  seems  to  me  we  have  a  cause  and  effect  rela¬ 
tionship  between  the  two  at  least,  but  in  more  prac¬ 
tical  terms  I  feel  that  wide  die  spacing  and 
inadequate  striking  pressure  are  basically 
synonomous  phrases. 

One  need  only  consider  the  most  extreme  ex¬ 
ample  imaginable — namely,  dies  spaced  so  far  apart 
that  the  descending  upper  die  does  not  contact  the 
planchet  at  all.  Certainly  this  is  the  weakest  possi¬ 
ble  strike  (no  strike  at  all)  because  there  was  no 
pressure  at  all,  to  the  planchet! 

Perhaps  the  whole  matter  is  just  a  question  of 
semantics.  I  suppose  an  appropriate  analogy  would 
be  the  age  old  question  of  whether  a  tree  falling 
in  a  forest  actually  makes  a  sound  or  not  if  there 
is  no  one  around  to  hear  it.  All  the  necessary  com¬ 
ponents  are  there  for  the  production  of  the  sound 
of  the  crashing  tree,  but  if  there  is  no  ear  within 
range  to  pick  up  the  vibrations,  is  a  sound  technical¬ 
ly  produced?  Thus,  if  a  coin  planchet  is  not  posi¬ 
tioned  in  such  a  way  as  to  receive  the  potential 
maximum  pressure  of  the  descending  die,  is  the 
pressure  non-existent,  or  is  it  just  present  in  latent 
form? 

Well,  this  is  getting  to  be  a  little  mind-boggling, 


Historical  perspective 

Washington  on 

The  following  letter  is  from  reader  V.E.A.,  who 
also  enclosed  an  article  which  we  reproduce: 

First,  I  would  like  to  thank  you  (Dave  Bowers) 
and  Mike  Hodder  for  answering  my  question 
concerning  die-clash  marks  on  the  reverse  of 
Liberty  Seated  half  dollars,  per  our  two  recent 
changes  of  correspondence. 

My  reason  for  writing  you  now  is  a  letter  I  read 
in  an  old  newspaper  from  the  year  1792.  I  have 
owned  this  paper  for  at  least  10  years,  and 
recently  while  re-reading  it  I  chanced  upon  this 
"letter  to  the  editor.”  I  have  enclosed  a  copy  of 
it  and  hope  that  you  will  find  it  as  interesting 
as  I  did. 

In  order  to  place  the  letter  in  its  proper 
perspective,  I  refer  you  to  Breen's  Encyclopedia 
of  United  States  Coins,  page  153.  Paragraphs  two 
and  three  discuss  the  negative  views  of  both 
President  Washington  and  some  members  of  the 
Second  Congress,  regarding  the  planned  use  of 
Washington's  image  on  our  first  coinage.  The 
anonymous  writer  of  the  letter  apparently  fa¬ 
vored  the  use  of  Washington's  portrait  and  took 
umbrage  with  Congress'  reasons  for  being 
against  it.  I  especially  liked  his  opinion  regar¬ 
ding  "rulers:”  It  applies  as  well  today  as  it  did 
196  years  ago. 

The  letter  from  the  Columbian  Centinel,  Apri  I 
14,  1792,  published  by  Benjamin  Russell,  State 
Street,  Boston,  follows: 

"Mr.  Printer 

"In  the  Congressional  debate,  on  the  Mint 
Bill,  I  took  notice  that  the  objection  of  some 


so  I'd  best  sign  off  now. 

Keep  up  the  good  work  with  the  Rare  Com 
Review! 


FOLLOW-UP:  The  following  letter  is  from  Dr. 
Kenneth  ).  Berger: 

In  the  August  1988  issue  of  the  Rare  Coin  Review, 
you  answered  a  question  regarding  gold  coins 
struck  at  the  San  Francisco  Mint  between  1854  and 
1878.  In  your  response,  you  stated  ".  .  .  we  do  not 
recall  ever  seeing  a  gold  coin  with  such  [chop] 
marks,  and  we  presume  that  few  if  any  were  ever 
so  stamped."  I  should  like  to  bring  your  attention 
to  the  book  entitled  Chopmarks,  by  F.M.  Rose.  On 
page  24  of  this  book,  the  author  shows  a  picture 
of "...  a  1904-S  double  eagle  with  one  chopmark, 
an  oblong  six-petal  led  rosette  .  .  .”  He  also  shows 
a  picture  of  a  chop  marked  1900  eagle. 

You  also  stated  in  your  response  that  Hong  Kong 
was  a  part  of  China  prior  to  the  Boxer  Uprising. 
Hong  Kong  was  ceded  to  Great  Britain  as  a  result 
of  the  Treaty  of  Nanking  which  was  signed  by  Ch'i- 
ying  (for  China)  and  Sir  Henry  Pottinger  (for  Great 
Britain)  on  29  August  1842.  This  treaty  ended  the 
Opium  War.  This  treaty  was  followed  by  three  ad¬ 
ditional  treaties  which  were  necessary  to  complete 
the  settlement.  The  Boxer  (l-ho  ch'uan)  Uprising 
began  in  1899  and  ended  on  7  September  1901 
with  the  signing  of  the  Boxer  Protocol.  An  excellent 
book  on  the  subject  is  The  Boxer  Catastrophe  by 
Chester  C.  Tan,  published  by  Octagon  Books,  New 
York.  I  am  familiar  with  the  Boxer  Uprising  because 
I  am  presently  completing  a  second  master's  de¬ 
gree  in  Asian  Studies  and  this  was  one  of  the  areas 
I  researched. 


Coinage 

members  to  having  the  head  of  The  President 
for  the  time  being,  struck  on  the  coin  of  the  U.S. 
originated  in  the  fear,  that  at  some  future  period 
a  person  resembling  a  Nero,  a  Caligula,  or  a 
Heliogabules,  might  sustain  that  important  of¬ 
fice.  This  objection,  like  many  others  which  pro¬ 
ceeded  from  the  same  source,  to  me  appears 
weak  and  deceptive.  The  choice  of  a  First 
Magistrate  of  the  U.S.  originates  in  THE 
PEOPLE— and  the  man  whom  they  choose,  let 
him  be  whom  he  may,  is  deserving  every 
honour  that  a  free  people  can  confer,  not¬ 
withstanding  certain  visionaries  may  think  prop¬ 
er  to  style  him  a  Nero,  or  what  they  please. 

"Indeed,  Mr.  Printer,  the  people  are  not  much 
indebted  to  those  members,  for  the  opinion  they 
form  of  their  judgment!  Or,  do  they  in  the  plen¬ 
itude  of  their  wisdom  and  discretion,  suppose 
that  they  are  guardians  of  the  good  sense  of  the 
community,  and  every  object  of  the  People's 
choice  must  first  receive  their  approbation?  It 
seems  so,  or  why  do  they  suspect  that  the  peo¬ 
ple  of  America  will  elect  a  Caligula  for  their 
President? 

"My  opinion  is,  that  Rulers  exceed  the  bounds 
of  their  duty,  when  they  attempt  to  call  in  ques¬ 
tion  the  propriety  of  The  Choice  of  the  People — 
and  if  it  could  even  be  supposed  that  they  would 
ever  unite  to  choose  a  person  resembling  even 
a  Nero — that  person  ought  to  be  honoured  and 
respected." 

A  CITIZEN 
April  7,  1792 
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1917  MS-64.  A  gorgeous  piece  with  frosty  mint  lus¬ 
tre  toned  rose . 395.00 

1917-D  Mintmark  on  Obverse.  MS-60.  Blazing  mint 
brilliance  and  frost . 349.00 

1921  G-4.  A  nice  filler  coin . 39.00 

1921-D  G-4.  Some  nice  detail  still  visible.  Scarce 
issue . 59.00 

1934-S  About  Uncirculated-50.  Sharply  struck  and 
brilliant  . 59.00 

1936  MS-63  (PCGS).  Gorgeous  satiny  lustre  com¬ 
plemented  by  deep  golden  patination  189.00 

1939-D  MS-60.  A  frosty  example  of  this  slightly  bet¬ 
ter  date.  A  few  marks  are  noted  on  Liberty's 
cheek  and  neck,  otherwise  this  coin  would 
grade  MS-63 . 140.00 

1941  MS-60  $59;  MS-64.  Blazing  mint  brilliance 

and  superb  satinlike  surfaces . 225.00 

1941-D  MS-60.  Fully  lustrous  $69;  MS-63.  Blazing 
lustre  with  pale  golden  toning . 215.00 

1941- S  AU-50  $69;  AU-55  $79;  About 

Uncirculated-55.  Lustrous  and  well  struck  $99; 
MS-60  $169;  MS-64.  Exquisite  satiny  lustre  com¬ 
plemented  by  a  whisper  of  sky-blue  and  gold 
toning.  Typical  strike . 395.00 

1942  MS-63.  Brilliant  and  frosty  . 149.00 

1942- D  AU-55  $42;  MS-63.  Subdued  natural  mint 
lustre  with  some  light  pastel  toning  .  .  169.00 

1942- S  About  Uncirculated-55  $59;  MS-63.  Full 

mint  lustre . 375.00 

1943  AU-55  $19;  MS-60  $59;  MS-64.  Breathtaking 

natural  mint  lustre.  Nice  strike . 195.00 

1943- D  AU-55  . 45.00 

1943- S  AU-55  $52-  MS-60  $89;  MS-63.  Fully 
lustrous  and  brilliant.  A  better  date  .  .335.00 

1944  AU-55  $19;  MS-60  $59;  MS-63  $149;  MS-64. 

Nice  mint  lustre . 225.00 

1944- D  MS-63  $159;  MS-64.  Gorgeous  satinlike 

fields  toned  sky-blue,  pale  gold  and  rose.  This 
is  a  very  attractive  example.  If  not  for  a  tiny  pin 
scratch  in  the  obverse  field,  this  coin  would 
grade  MS-65 . 315.00 

1944- S  MS-63.  Frosty  and  lustrous . 215.00 

1945  MS-63  $149;  MS-63  (PCGS)  $149;  MS-64. 

Lustrous . 225.00 

1945- D  MS-60.  Frosty  and  lustrous  $65;  MS-64. 

Pleasing . 275.00 

1945- S  MS-60.  Frosty  $65;  MS-63.  Deep  iridescent 

toning.  Softly  struck  as  is  typical  for  the  issue 
$129;  MS-63.  Gorgeous  full  mint  frost.  Better 
than  average  strike . 195.00 

1946  MS-60  $59;  MS-63  $149;  MS-63  (PCGS)  $149; 

MS-64.  Blazing  brilliance . 249.00 

1946- D  MS-60.  Frosty  with  a  trace  of  toning  $59; 

MS-63 . 149.00 

1946- S  MS-60.  Pleasing  satiny  lustre  $69;  MS-63 

(PCGS).  Satiny  surfaces  with  a  trace  of  light 
peripheral  toning . 169.00 

1947  MS-60  $65;  MS-63  $195;  MS-63  (PCGS)  $195; 

MS-64  . 249.00 

1947- D  MS-60.  Very  frosty.  Last  year  of  issue  for  the 

Walking  Liberty  series . 75.00 


Premium  Attention 

The  following  letter  is  from  D.N.: 

"Dear  Liz: 

"As  a  beginning  collector  and  investor,  obvious¬ 
ly  fresh  in  the  field  of  numismatics,  I  take  great 
satisfaction  and  confidence  in  the  feeling  that  I  have 
you  as  my  own  personal  consultant  at  Bowers  and 
Merena  Galleries.  Even  though  I  am  but  a  small  pur¬ 
chaser  by  your  standards,  the  attention  I  receive  is 
premium.  THANKS." 


FRANKLIN  HALF  DOLLARS 

1948  MS-64.  Satiny  with  a  tinge  of  champagne  ton¬ 

ing  $39;  MS-65.  Full  Bell  Lines  (henceforth  ab¬ 
breviated  FBL).  Gorgeous  even  mint  set  toning. 
Deep  pastel  iridescence . 175.00 

1949  MS-63 . 69.00 

1949-D  MS-63  $69;  MS-64.  Exceptional  satinlike 

surfaces  with  traces  of  pale  violet  .  .  .  135.00 

1950  MS-63  $47;  MS-64  $89;  Proof-63.  Reflective 

surfaces  surround  slightly  frosted  devices  giv¬ 
ing  the  piece  a  cameo  effect . 279.00 


I,  •  t  • 
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1951  Proof-63  $179;  MS-65  (PCGS).  Fully  lustrous 

and  frosty  $165;  Proof-65.  One  of  the  scarcest 
Proof  issues  in  the  entire  Franklin  half  dollar  se¬ 
ries.  This  coin  is  highly  reflective  and  well  struck 
with  Full  Bell  Lines . 695.00 

1951-D  MS-64  . 145.00 

1951- S  MS-64.  This  example  has  exceptional  satiny 

surfaces . 115.00 

1952  MS-63  $35;  MS-65  $139;  MS-65  (PCGS).  Mot¬ 
tled  mint  set  toning  $139;  Proof-63  $99; 
Proof-65.  Deep  mirrored  surfaces  .  .  .  .379.00 

1952- S  MS-64.  Frosty,  satinlike  lustre  $79;  MS-65. 

Beautiful  lime-green  and  deep  golden-yellow 
toning  over  satiny  surfaces.  A  few  light  toning 
spots  are  on  the  reverse . 130.00 

1953  MS-65  $195;  Proof-65  . 215.00 

1953- D  MS-64  . 110.00 


1953- S  MS-64  $79;  MS-65  (PCGS).  Attractive  mint 

set  toning.  Extremely  satiny  lustre  .  130.00 

1954  MS-65  (PCGS)  $145;  Proof-65  . 99.00 

1954- D  MS-63  $13;  MS-64  $125;  MS-65.  Lightly 

toned . 199.00 

1954-S  MS-63  $21;  MS-65  $49;  MS-65.  Fully 
lustrous . 145.00 

1955  MS-65.  Deep  iridescent  toning  $145;  MS-65 

(PCGS).  Mottled  iridescent  toning  $145; 
Proof-65  . 89.00 

1956  MS-63  $17;  MS-65  $135;  MS-65  (PCGS)  $135; 

Proof-65  $59;  MS-66  (PCGS).  This  example  has 
attractive  satiny  surfaces  toned  in  light  irides¬ 
cent  hues . 249.00 

1957  MS-65  $135;  MS-65  (PCGS)  $135;  Proof-65 

$49;  MS-66  (PCGS).  Extremely  attractive  mint 
set  toning  in  shades  of  violet,  electric  blue,  pale 
orange  and  gold.  Fully  lustrous . 249.00 

1957- D  MS-63  . 13.00 

1958  MS-65.  Pleasing  deep  iridescent  toning  $145; 

MS-65  (PCGS)  $145;  Proof-65  . 69.00 

1958- D  MS-65  $145;  MS-65  (PCGS) . 145.00 

1959  Proof-65.  Blazing  brilliance . 49.00 

1960  Proof-65.  Dazzling  mint  brilliance  .  .45.00 

1961  MS-64  $18;  Proof-65  . 35.00 

1962  Proof-65  . 35.00 

1963  Proof-65  . 35.00 


Silver  Dollars 

1795  Draped  Bust.  Bolender-15.  F-15.  A  pleasing, 
affordable  example  for  an  early  type  set.  A  nice, 
problem-free  example  with  light  silver-gray  sur¬ 
faces.  A  barely  noticeable  rim  mark  noted  at 
2:00  on  the  obverse . 1,450.00 


A  FINE  COLLECTION 
IS  YOUR  BEST  INVESTMENT 


Fascinating  Crowns  from  Brazil 


At  Bowers  and  Merena  Galleries  we  are  always  look¬ 
ing  for  unusual  and  interesting  numismatic  items.  We 
got  lucky  recently  when,  from  a  friend  with  exten¬ 
sive  South  American  contacts,  we  purchased  the  largest  group 
of  Brazilian  960  Reis  crowns  that  we  have  ever  encountered. 
We  have  had  a  few  of  these  large  and  popular  coins  over  the 
years,  but  never  such  a  nice  assortment  of  high  quality  pieces. 

The  majority  of  these  coins,  minted  from  1810  through  1822 
under  the  reign  of  John  of  Portugal,  were  struck  over  Spanish 
colonial  8  Reales  pieces.  On  most  of  the  pieces  we  offer,  some 
evidence  of  the  host  coin  is  present. 

Each  of  these  large  and  attractive  pieces  contains  about  .8 
ounce  of  silver,  and  is  very  conservatively  graded,  well-struck, 
and  lustrous. 

If  you  wish,  you  may  begin  a  date  collection  and  select  dates 
from  the  following  list.  If  you  have  no  date  preference,  we  will 
gladly  select  the  nicest  coin  for  you  at  $59  for  an  Extremely 
Fine  specimen  and  $69  for  an  About  Uncirculated  specimen. 

Order  a  package  of  eight  different  dates,  and  pay  only  $399 
for  an  Extremely  Fine  group,  and  $475  for  a  package  of  eight 
different  About  Uncirculated-grade  coins. 

Brazilian  960  Reis:  (Date  of  your  choice  in  Extremely  Fine 
at  $59,  About  Uncirculated  at  $69.  Please  list  alternate  choices.) 
1810-B,  1813-B,  1814-B,  1815-B,  1816-B,  1816-R,  1819-R,  1820-B, 
1820-R,  1821-R. 
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Gem  1795  Draped  Bust/Small  Eagle  $1 


1795  Draped  Bust.  Small  Eagle  reverse.  B-14. 
MS-64.  Possibly  the  finest  known  example  ex¬ 
tant  from  the  original  23,920  pieces  struck.  The 
most  beautiful,  well-preserved  1795  Draped  Bust 
dollar  of  this  variety  the  present  cataloguer  has 
ever  seen!  This  is  a  magnificient,  simply 
remarkable  specimen.  The  coin  has  slightly 
reflective  fields  which  serve  to  only  enhance  the 
spectacular  toning  this  piece  has  acquired. 
Pleasant  electric  blue,  gold  and  pale  green  ton¬ 


ing  near  the  borders  lightens  to  violet 
and  fiery  golden-orange  toning  at  the 
centers.  The  central  devices  are  ex¬ 
ceedingly  sharply  struck  with  all  of  the 
eagle's  breast  feathers  sharp  and  distinct, 
as  well  as  each  strand  of  Liberty's  hair. 
A  few  light  adjustment  marks  are  visible 
on  the  obverse  through  the  LI  of  LIBER¬ 
TY  down  into  her  hair,  as  well  as  near 
the  Y  in  LIBERTY,  but  they  do  not  detract 


at  all  from  the  overall  appearance  of  the 
piece.  A  few  tiny  marks  are  noted  under 
the  eagle's  right  wing  on  the  reverse, 
otherwise  this  coin  would  probably 
grade  full  MS-65.  A  tremendous  oppor¬ 
tunity  for  the  silver  dollar  specialist  to 
acquire  an  exceptional  piece  for  his 
cabinet  . 47,500.00 
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1796  Small  Date.  Large  Letters.  B-4.  Rarity-6.  EF40. 

A  noteworthy  example  of  this  elusive  variety. 
The  devices  are  well  centered  on  the  planchet 
and  a  good  deal  of  mint  lustre  is  still  visible  in 
protected  areas.  The  surface  is  toned  in  soft  lav¬ 
ender  hues  and  is  attractive.  The  central  devices 
are  quite  well  struck  except  for  an  area  on  the 
eagle's  breast  apd  leg  which  is  soft  but  typical 
for  the  issue.  This  coin  would  make  a  delightful 
addition  to  an  early  type  set . 3,150.00 


1799/8.  B-3.  Rarity-5.  VF-20.  Pleasing  sky-blue  and 
light  silver-gray  surfaces.  A  popular  overdate 
variety . 725.00 


1799  B-5.  VF-20.  Light  gray  surfaces  complemented 
by  a  tinge  of  champagne  toning  $850;  B-17a. 
VF-20.  A  strictly  original  example  with  a  great 
deal  of  mint  lustre.  Pleasing  pearl-gray  surfaces 
highlighted  by  pale  orange  and  golden  irides¬ 
cence.  Well  preserved  with  nice  detail  $850; 
B-9.  VF-30  (ANACS).  Well  struck  and  pleasing. 
A  few  marks  are  noted  on  the  obverse,  one  on 
Liberty's  jawbone  and  also  in  the  hair.  A  few 
minor  rim  bumps  are  mentioned  for  the  sake 
of  accuracy  . 1,095.00 


1799  B-11.  Rarity-4.  EF-40.  A  lustrous  piece  ex¬ 
hibiting  nice  central  device  detail.  The  surfaces 
are  original  and  lightly  toned  warm  gray,  rose 
and  gold.  Very  attractive  . 1,450.00 

Choice  1799  B-12a  Bust  $1 


1799  B-12a.  Rarity-4.  EF-45.  Very,  very  lustrous  for 
an  EF-45  piece.  The  central  devices  are  heavily 
frosted  and  are  surrounded  by  satiny  surfaces 
toned  in  iridescent  hues  around  the  periphery. 
An  appealing,  problem-free  piece  .  .2,950.00 


"Strict  Grading " 

The  following  is  from  T.L.H.: 

“Dear  Tom  Becker: 

"I  was  surprised  and  delighted  when  I  examined 
the  auction  lot  I  won  in  your  Kingswood  Collec¬ 
tor's  Exchange  sale  recently.  I  am  glad  to  find  a 
dealer  with  strict  grading.  I  usually  have  to  reduce 
the  listed  grade  by  a  factor  before  bidding,  but,  ob¬ 
viously,  this  is  not  the  case  with  your  company." 


Lovely  1799  AU-50  $1 


1799  B-9.  AU-50.  A  lovely,  strictly  original 
coin  that  is  toned  in  deep  lavender  iridescence. 
Well-centered  and  sharp  with  strong  device 
definition.  A  tiny  mark  is  noted  in  the  right  ob¬ 
verse  field,  but  other  than  that  the  coin  is  very 
well  preserved.  A  handsome  coin  .  .4,250.00 


Popular  1800  AMERICAI  Variety  $1 


1800  B-19.  AMERICAI  variety.  EF-45.  Sharply  struck 

and  very  lustrous  with  gorgeous  satiny  surfaces, 
toned  heather,  rose  and  pearl-gray.  A  popular 
variety  that  we  have  not  offered  for  quite  some 
time.  Sure  to  please . 2,650.00 

As  you  have  probably  noticed,  the  selection  of  early  bust 
dollars  we  offer  is  quite  extensive  and  outstanding.  We  en¬ 
courage  you  to  call  early  on  any  of  these  items,  for  all  of  the 
varieties  are  one-of-a-kind  and  are  sure  to  sell  rapidly.  Early  bust 
dollars  have  always  been  one  of  our  best-selling  items  so  if 
you  see  something  of  interest,  avoid  the  "sold-out"  situation 
and  call  immediately. 

1801  B-3.  EF40.  A  delightful  example  of  the  issue 
with  very  strong  strike  evidenced  in  the  eagle's 
breast  feathers  which  are  all  clearly  visible.  A 
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thin  pm  scratch  on  the  reverse  in  the  star  area. 
Toned  lavender  and  pale  gold .  1,450.00 

Original  1802/1  $1 


1802/1  B-4.  EF-40.  A  premium-quality,  strictly 
original  example  of  this  popular  overdate  vari¬ 
ety.  The  2  over  1  is  very  bold  and  can  be  seen 
clearly  with  the  naked  eye.  The  surfaces  are 
lustrous,  original,  and  very  attractively  toned  in 
light  golden-gray  hues  with  pleasing  tinges  of 
fiery  orange  and  sky-blue . 1,450.00 

1803  B-6.  EF-40.  Mostly  brilliant  with  mint  lustre 
visible  in  protected  areas.  Some  light  traces  of 
peripheral  toning  noted.  A  few  marks  are  noted 
on  the  reverse  near  the  stars  . 1,450.00 

LIBERTY  SEATED  TYPE 

1842  EF-40  $349;  EF-45.  Light  gray  surfaces  $395; 

AU-55.  A  lustrous  example  with  a  sharp  strike 
and  light  toning . 695.00 

1843  VF-30  $295;  EF-45.  Reflective  surfaces  com¬ 
plemented  by  pale  rose  toning.  Quite  attractive 
$395;  AU-50.  Subdued  mint  lustre  toned  pearl- 
gray  and  highlighted  by  light  iridescent  hues 
$525;  AU-55.  Frosty  and  lustrous  with  light 
champagne  toning  $695;  AU-58.  Very  satiny  lus¬ 
tre  is  highlighted  by  mottled  electric  blue  and 
violet  toning.  The  central  devices  are  extreme¬ 
ly  sharply  struck  with  full  hair  detail  on  Liber¬ 


ty's  head . 795.00 

1846-0  EF-45.  Light  toning  over  original  surfaces. 

Just  59,000  pieces  struck . 595.00 

1847  EF-45  $395;  AU-55  . 795.00 


Likes  the  Quarter  Dollars 

The  following  letter  was  addressed  to  Tom  Becker 
by  J.M.; 

“Thank  you  for  the  very  lovely  Liberty  Standing 
quarter  which  I  won  in  your  June  20,  1988 
Kingswood  Collectors  Exchange  Sale,  Part  II.  I  am 
quite  elated  to  have  triumphed  in  this  mail  bid  sale 
and  look  forward  to  participating  in  your  next  sale." 

Editor's  note:  All  those  on  our  mailing  list  for  the 
Rare  Coin  Review  will  receive  our  next  Kingswood 
Sale  when  it  is  ready,  sometime  in  the  next  few 
months  These  have  proved  to  be  very  popular. 


Rare  Uncirculated  1850  Dollar 


1850  Open  5.  MS-60  or  better.  Full  mint  lus¬ 
tre  somewhat  subdued,  but  enhanced  by 
beautiful  iridescent  toning.  The  fields  are  quite 
reflective  and  serve  only  to  complement  the 
nice  toning.  Exceedingly  scarce  and  aggressively 
sought  by  the  serious  Liberty  Seated  dollar  col¬ 
lector.  A  key  opportunity . 6,995.00 

A  mere  7,500  pieces  were  struck  originally,  and  many  of  that 
business  strike  mintage  were  melted.  It  is  supposed  that  no  more 
than  a  dozen  or  so  specimens  survive  in  MS-60  or  better  con¬ 
dition. 

To  reiterate  the  rarity  of  this  piece  in  Uncirculated  condition, 
it  is  significant  to  note  that  as  of  July  1,  1988,  the  PCC 5  Popula¬ 
tion  Report  had  not  graded  any  Uncirculated  examples. 


1850-0  VF-20/30.  A  brilliant  piece  with  some  scat¬ 
tered  handling  marks.  Slightly  frosted  central 
devices.  Much  rarer  than  the  40,000  mintage 
figure  would  indicate.  It  is  possible  that  a  large 
portion  of  the  coins  were  melted  by  bullion 
dealers . 495.00 

1856  AU-50.  A  lustrous,  pleasing  specimen  with 
strictly  original  surfaces.  The  piece  has  frosty 
devices  which  are  complemented  by  lavender- 
toned  fields  . 795.00 

1859- 0  EF45  $395;  AU-50.  Satiny  mirrored  surfaces 

enhanced  by  a  whisper  of  champagne  irides¬ 
cence  $525;  MS-60.  Heavily  frosted,  sharply 
struck  central  devices  are  surrounded  by 
beautiful  satiny  fields  laced  with  a  tinge  of  fiery 
orange  toning  . 1,995.00 

1860- 0  VF-30  $295;  EF-40  $349;  EF-45  395.00 


The  Sensation  of  the  Year 

There  is  no  doubt  that  Walter  Breen's  Complete 
Encyclopedia  of  US.  and  Colonial  Coins,  available 
for  $59.95  to  our  clients,  has  been  the  publishing 
sensation  of  the  year.  We  have  shipped  thousands 
of  copies— an  unprecedented  surge  of  business  for 
a  book  which  is  hardly  inexpensive.  However,  it  is 
worth  every  penny  of  that — and  more. 

If  you  don't  have  a  copy  of  this  book,  be  sure  to 
get  one  today.  It  is  almost  a  library  all  by  itself!  Re¬ 
quest  Stock  No.  BBR-764  at  $59.95  (this  discount 
price  cannot  be  combined  with  any  other  discount 
offer). 


1864  AU-55.  Highly  reflective  fields  surround  sharp¬ 
ly  struck,  frosty  devices.  A  fairly  noticeable 
scratch  is  visible  in  the  shield  on  the  obverse. 
Just  30,700  pieces  struck  . 795.00 


1871  VF-30  $295;  EF-45  $395;  MS-60.  A  pleasing, 
fully  brilliant  piece  with  gorgeous  full  mint  frost 
on  the  central  devices.  Pleasing  ....  1,495.00 

1872  VF-30  $295;  EF-40  $349;  EF-45.  Mirrored  sur¬ 

faces  toned  in  iridescent  hues  $395;  AU-50.  Bril¬ 
liant  and  fully  lustrous . 595.00 


MORGAN  DOLLARS 

Throughout  this  listing  you  will  note 
many  MS-63  (PCGS)  Morgan  dollars 
available.  These  coins  were  selected  from 
thousands  of  available  pieces.  Each  coin 
was  chosen  for  its  overall  eye  appeal, 
sharpness  in  strike,  pleasing  lustre  as  well 
as  technical  grade.  It  is  our  belief  that 
many  of  these  pieces  were  submitted  in 
the  hopes  that  they  would  grade  MS-64. 
These  coins  are  extremely  strong 
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"premium  quality"  MS-63  pieces  and  are 
sure  to  please. 

Not  only  do  we  have  nice  quality,  but 
we  also  offer  a  range  of  scarce  and  rare 
issues.  Of  particular  note  is  the  1893-S— 
the  key  date  in  the  series.  We  have  two 
very  nice  pieces,  one  grading  EF-45,  and 
the  other  EF-45  to  AU-50. 

Review  the  listing  carefully,  as  many 
new  items  have  been  added  and  we  are 
sure  you  will  find  something  of  interest. 


1878  8  Tailfeathers.  MS-64.  A  satiny,  fully  lustrous 
piece  with  a  sharp  strike.  A  trace  of  fiery  orange 
peripheral  toning  evident.  Elusive  in  this  nice 


state  of  preservation . 595.00 

1878-CC  AU-55.  Very  sharply  struck  and  attractively 
toned  in  deep  iridescent  hues . 59.00 

1878- S  MS-63  . 89.00 

1879- S  MS-63  (PCGS)  . 79.00 

1880- S  MS-63  $79;  MS-63  (PCGS) . 79.00 

1881- S  MS-63  $79;  MS-63  (PCGS)  $79;  MS-64. 

Lustrous  . 189.00 

1882  MS-60.  Frosty  and  brilliant . 39.00 


1882-CC  MS-60.  Beautiful  satiny  surfaces  toned  in 
deep  iridescent  hues  on  the  obverse  $95;  MS-63. 
Breathtakingly  beautiful  satiny  surfaces  com¬ 
plemented  by  heavily  frosted  devices  .  179.00 

1882- S  MS-63  $79;  MS-63  (PCGS)  $79;  MS-64.  A 

brilliant  piece  with  reflective  surfaces  surround¬ 
ing  frosted  devices.  Attractive . 189.00 

1883  MS-63.  A  gorgeous,  fully  lustrous  piece  with 
pleasing  satinlike  fields  and  fully  frosted  cen¬ 
tral  devices . 89.00 

1883- CC  MS-63.  Superb  satiny  lustre  .  .  .  .179.00 

1883-0  MS-63  $79;  MS-63  (PCGS)  $79;  MS-64.  Full 

mint  bloom  complemented  by  just  a  trace  of 
soft  rose  toning . 179.00 

1883- S  AU-55.  A  pleasing,  frosty  example  of  this 

scarce  issue  . 159.00 

1884- CC  AU-58.  If  not  for  a  trace  of  light  rub  above 

Liberty's  ear,  this  coin  could  easily  grade  MS-63. 
Sharp,  lustrous,  and  pleasantly  toned  in  pale 
champagne  hues  $89;  MS-60  $99;  MS-63. 
Gorgeous  original  mint  lustre  with  some  fiery 
orange  toning  on  the  reverse . 179.00 

1884-0  MS-60  $39;  MS-63  (PCGS)  $79;  MS-64.  Ful¬ 
ly  lustrous . 179.00 


1885  MS-60  $35;  Mint  State-63  $79;  Mint  State-63 

(PCGS) . 79.00 

1885- 0  MS-63  $79;  MS-63  (PCGS)  $79;  MS-64. 

Superb  full  mint  frost . 179.00 

1886  MS-60  $39;  MS-63  $79;  MS-63  (PCGS)  $79; 

MS-64.  Pleasing  satiny  lustre  . 179.00 

1886- S  MS-60.  Brilliant  and  frosty.  This  is  a  scarce 

issue . 139.00 

1887/6  MS-63.  A  brilliant,  frosty  and  fully  lustrous 
example  of  this  scarce  overdate . 225.00 

1887  MS-63  $79;  MS-63  (PCGS)  $79;  MS-64.  Take 

your  pick! . 179.00 

1887- 0  MS-63  . 79.00 

1888  MS-63  (PCGS)  $79;  MS-64.  Superb  original 

mint  lustre  . 179.00 

1888- 0  MS-60 . 39.00 

1888-S  MS-63.  Beautiful,  fully  lustrous  with  pleas¬ 
ing  champagne  toning.  Scarce  issue  .359.00 

1889  MS-60  $35;  MS-63  $79;  MS-64.  Exceptional 
eye  appeal.  This  coin  exhibits  full  mint  bloom 
and  is  highlighted  by  a  trace  of  light  peripheral 


toning . 225.00 

1890  MS-63  .  129.00 

1890-CC  EF-40  $49;  EF-45  $59;  AU-55  .  .  .  79.00 


1890-0  MS-63.  Prooflike.  Deep  mirrored  surfaces 
surround  gorgeous  heavily  frosted  central 
devices.  Nice  eye  appeal . 149.00 

1890- S  MS-60  . 69.00 

1891- CC  EF-40  $49;  AU-58.  Sharp  and  fully  lustrous 

with  beautiful  light  golden  toning  $175;  MS-60. 
Sharp . 189.00 

1892- CC  AU-50.  Somewhat  reflective  surfaces  com¬ 
plement  frosty  devices.  Elusive  issue  .  195.00 

1893- CC  VG-8 . 45.00 

1893-S  G-6.  A  pleasing  example  of  this  rare  issue 

with  no  problem  areas.  The  planchet  is  a  soft 
gray  and  quite  attractive  $495;  F-12.  An  excep¬ 
tional  amount  of  original  mint  lustre  visible  on 
the  surfaces.  Pleasing  warm  gray  and  golden 
toning.  Nice  detail  evident  and  no  rim  marks 
or  bumps . 895.00 


Great  Books  for  Sale! 

See  our  book  section  in  this  issue 
for  some  really  great  buys  on  interesting 
and  valuable  reference  books.  There  is  no 
substitute  for  knowledge,  as  they  say! 


Premium  Quality 
Morgan  Dollars 

A  SPECIAL  OPPORTUNITY 


We  have  spent  untold  hours  searching,  seeking  out 
quality  MS-63  Morgan  dollars  in  PCGS  holders.  The 
coins  we  finally  chose  were  selected  for  their  overall 
"strong"  MS-63  quality.  Their  color,  strike,  and  overall 
eye  appeal  ensure  that  you  will  receive  the  finest 
MS-63  coins  available.  Each  and  every  coin  we  pur¬ 
chased  is  a  Premium  Quality  coin,  and  we  are  very 
pleased  to  offer  these  Morgan  dollars  at  the  following 
prices.  Buy  one  or  more  of  these  outstanding  coins 
now,  while  our  small  supply  lasts!  Call  1-800-222-5993 
to  place  your  order! 

We've  made  it  easy  to  begin  a  nice  set  of  quality 
Morgan  dollars.  Choose  one  or  more  from  this  list  at  our 
special  prices,  and  call  us  to  reserve  the  dates  you  want! 

►  1879-S  ►  1885  ►  1899-0 

►  1880-S  ►  1885-0  ►  1900 

►  1881-S  ►  1886  ►  1900-0 

►  1882-S  ►  1887  ►  1901-0 

►  1883-0  ►  1888  ►  1902-0 

►  1884-0  ►  1896  ►  1904-0 

►  1898-0 

1  coin,  date  of  your  choice,  just . 79.00 

5  different  dates  of  your  choice . 379.00 

10  different  dates  of  your  choice . 700.00 


SPECIAL  ROLL  QUANTITY  OFFER! 

We  can  offer  the  following  MS-63  PCGS  Morgan  dollars  in  quantities  of  20  coins,  all 
premium  quality,  for  just  $1,300  per  "roll."  Hurry,  as  we  expect  to  sell  these  fast! 

►  1880-S  ►  1881-S  ►  1883-0  ►  1884-0  ►  1887  ►  1904-0 

One  "roll"  of  20  coins  of  any  single  date  above  for  just  $1,300!  Our  special  purchase  is 
your  opportunity  to  save  and  add  to  your  Morgan  dollar  collection! 
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1894  AU-50.  A  very  sharply  struck,  fully  lustrous 
piece  with  just  a  tinge  of  light  peripheral  ton¬ 
ing.  If  not  for  some  scattered  handling  marks, 
this  coin  would  grade  MS-60  overall.  Elusive 
issue . 495.00 

1896  MS-60  $37;  MS-63  $79;  MS-63  (PCCS)  $79; 
MS-64 . 179.00 

1897- S  MS-60 . 60.00 

1898  MS-60  $39;  MS-63  . 79.00 

1898- 0  MS-60  $35;  MS-63  $79;  MS-63  (PCGS)  $79; 

MS-64.  An  attractively  toned  piece  in  shades  of 
violet  and  lilac . 189.00 

1898- S  EF-45  . 29.00 

1899  AU-58 . 69.00 

1899- 0  MS-60  $35;  MS-63  $79;  MS-63  (PCGS). 

Very  close  to  MS-64 . 79.00 

1899- S  MS-63.  Subdued  natural  mint  frost.  Very  at¬ 
tractive  . 289.00 

1900  MS-63  (PCGS) . 79.00 

1900- 0  MS-60  $39;  MS-63  (PCGS)  $79;  MS-64. 

Take  your  pick! . 179.00 

1900- S  MS-60.  Sharp  and  frosty  $129;  MS-63.  Slight¬ 

ly  reflective  surfaces  with  a  whisper  of  light 
toning . 275.00 

1901  About  Uncirculated-50.  A  pleasing,  lustrous 

example  with  pale  iridescent  toning.  Scarce  and 
popular  . 225.00 

1901- 0  MS-63  $79;  MS-63  (PCGS)  . 79.00 

1902- 0  AU-58  $22;  MS-60  $39;  MS-63  $79;  MS-63 

(PCGS)  $79;  MS-64.  Superb  eye  appeal.  Fully 
lustrous . 179.00 

1902-S  MS-60  $195;  MS-63.  Exceptional  satiny  lus¬ 
tre.  Scarce  issue . 425.00 

1903  MS-63  $89;  MS-64.  Gorgeous  full  mint  bril¬ 
liance  over  satiny  surfaces  . 375.00 


1924  MS-65.  A  gorgeous  example  of  the  issue  with 

superb  satiny  lustre  complemented  by  heavily 
frosted  central  devices.  A  tiny  mark  is  noted  on 
the  back  of  the  eagle's  neck,  but  other  than  that, 
the  piece  has  no  noteworthy  marks.  A  trace  of 
beautiful  champagne  toning  adds  to  the  overall 
eye  appeal.  A  superb  example . 895.00 

1925  MS-63  $99;  MS-64.  Brilliant . 325.00 

1925- S  AU-50  $35;  MS-60 . 69.00 

1926  AU-58  $30;  MS-63  . 59.00 

1926- D  AU-55  $46;  MS-63  $269;  MS-64.  Blazing 

full  mint  lustre  with  a  trace  of  light  golden 
toning . 415.00 

1926- S  AU-55  $32;  MS-63  . 225.00 

1927  AU-55  $49;  About  Uncirculated-58  $69; 

MS-60  $89;  MS-63.  Frosty  lustre  with  traces  of 
mottled  toning . 215.00 

1927- D  AU-55  $90;  AU-58.  Very  sharply  struck  and 

fully  lustrous  with  just  a  trace  of  light  rub  on 
the  highest  points.  A  lovely  example  of  this 
scarce  issue . 110.00 

1927-S  MS-60.  Gorgeous  full  mint  bloom  $169; 


1903- 0  MS-63.  Elusive  issue . 310.00 

1904  MS-63.  Gorgeous  sky-blue,  gold,  heather,  and 

violet  toning  over  satiny  fields . 249.00 

1904- 0  MS-60  $35;  MS-63  $79;  MS-63  (PCGS)  $79; 

MS-64 . 179.00 

1921  Morgan.  MS-60  $29;  MS-63  $69;  MS-64.  Ex¬ 
ceptional  frosty  and  satinlike  lustre  .  .225.00 

1921-D  MS-63  . 99.00 

1921-S  MS-63.  Lustrous  . 99.00 


PEACE  DOLLARS 

1921  Peace.  EF-45  $59;  MS-60.  Frosty  $225;  MS-63 
Very  pleasing  satiny  lustre  with  a  tinge  of  rose 
and  golden  toning  $365;  MS-63  a  frosty  piece 
with  a  better  than  average  strike.  Deep  irides¬ 
cent  peripheral  toning  $365;  MS-64.  Beautiful 
deep  golden  toning  over  pleasing  satinlike 
fields.  A  trace  of  weakness  in  strike  visible  on 
the  eagle's  leg  feathers  $895;  MS-64.  A 
breathtakingly  beautiful  piece  with  superb  full 
mint  frost  throughout.  Fully  lustrous  surfaces  are 
enhanced  by  light  rose  toning . 895.00 

1922- D  MS-60  $42;  MS-63.  Fully  brilliant  with  a 

sharp  strike . 139.00 

1923  MS-63  $49;  MS-64.  Sharply  struck  and  fully 
brilliant  . 225.00 

1923- S  AU-55  $22;  MS-60.  Beautiful  deep  laven¬ 
der  toning  . 35.00 


Some  Comments  from  S.C. 

The  following  is  from  S.G.,  a  New  York  reader: 

"Perhaps  readers  of  your  Rare  Coin  Review  would 
be  interested  in  reading  what  I  have  to  say.  I  have 
been  a  collector  of  coins  since  age  7,  and  over  the 
years  I  have  talked  to  people  who  have  collected 
all  sorts  of  things — stamps,  paper  money,  pottery, 
etc.  I  have  asked  them  all:  'Have  you  ever  studied 
what  these  things  are  made  of?'  For  example,  of  peo¬ 
ple  who  collect  stamps  and  paper  money  I  asked, 
'Have  you  ever  studied  about  paper?'  Of  people 
who  collect  pottery  I  have  asked,'  Have  you  ever 
studied  about  clay?'  And  of  various  coin  collectors 
I  have  asked:  'Have  you  ever  studied  metals?'  They 
all  said  no! 

"To  me  I  don't  understand  how  people  can,  col¬ 
lect,  deal,  and  authenticate  these  collectibles  with¬ 
out  knowing  what  they  are  made  of.  When  I  was 
in  school  I  took  a  course  for  four  years  in  metals. 

I  can  look  at  a  piece  of  metal  and  tell  what  it  is— 
aluminum,  silver,  nickel,  etc.  There  are  not  many 
people,  even  experienced  dealers,  who  can  do  this. 

I  have  been  to  some  coin  shows  where  the  dealers 
don't  even  know  if  a  token  is  made  out  of  silver 
or  nickel.  Also,  my  knowledge  of  metals  has  helped 
me  to  tell  whether  a  coin  is  cleaned,  or  retoned, 
or  plated. 

"If  you  wanted  to  hire  a  carpenter  and  asked  him 
the  question:  'Do  you  know  anything  about  wood,' 
and  if  he  said  'no,'  would  you  want  his  services? 
Or  would  you  want  to  hire  a  barber  who  knew 
nothing  about  hair?  I  recommend  that  you  readers 
loarn  about  metals,  for  it  can  be  a  very  rewarding 
pastime  and  can  lead  to  a  greater  appreciation  of 
coins." 


Superb  1893-S  $1 


1893-S  EF-45  to  AU-50.  Just  a  whisper  from 
full  AU-50  preservation  overall.  This  piece  ex¬ 
hibits  a  generous  amount  of  original  mint  lus¬ 
tre,  is  very  attractive  with  mostly  brilliant 
surfaces  complemented  by  just  a  whisper  of 
pale  golden  iridescence.  Sharp  and  problem- 
free  with  a  very  bold  mintmark.  Most  examples 
exist  in  much  lower  states  of  preservation  than 
the  presently-offered  piece.  This  offering 
represents  an  important  opportunity  for  the  spe¬ 
cialist  to  obtain  a  pleasing  example  of  this  rare 
issue  . 4,950.00 


Outstanding  1893-S  $1 


1893-S  EF-45.  An  outstanding  example  with 
superb  original  surfaces  complemented  by  mint 
lustre  and  beautiful  heather,  pale  orange  and 
golden  toning.  A  couple  of  tiny  pin  marks  are 
noted  on  the  eagle's  breast,  but  are  barely  no¬ 
ticeable.  This  piece  is  extremely  well  preserved 
and  would  make  a  beautiful  example  for  a  high- 
quality  Morgan  dollar  collection  .  .  .4,250.00 


U.S.  Silver  Coins 
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U.S.  Silver  Coins 


MS-63.  Sharp  and  fully  lustrous.  Choice  Uncir¬ 


culated  issues  are  quite  scarce . 425.00 

1928-S  MS-60.  Beautiful,  fully  lustrous  surfaces 
enhanced  by  deep  golden  toning  ....  149.00 

1934  MS-63  . 289.00 

1934-D  MS-60.  Breathtakingly  beautiful  satinlike 
surfaces  highlighted  by  tinges  of  rose  and 
golden-orange  toning . 149.00 


Exceptional  1934-S  $1 


1934-S  MS-64.  The  key  date  in  the  Peace  dol¬ 
lar  series.  This  coin  exhibits  full  original  mint 
lustre,  a  strong  strike  and  beautiful  satiny  lus¬ 
tre.  The  central  devices  are  frosty  and  sharp.  A 
couple  of  tiny  marks  are  noted  on  Liberty's 
cheek  and  behind  the  eagle's  head.  Extremely 
scarce  in  this  superb  state  of  preservation.  This 
coin  would  complement  even  the  most  advanc¬ 


ed  peace  dollar  cabinet . 3,450.00 

1935  MS-63  . 225.00 


TRADE  DOLLARS 

1873  VF-30  $195;  EF45.  Pleasing,  medium  gray  ex¬ 
ample  with  traces  of  pale  iridescent  toning.  A 
nice  example  of  this  scarce  issue  $395;  AU-50. 
Mostly  brilliant  with  just  a  tinge  of  peripheral 
pale  orange  toning.  Very  sharply  struck.  Quite 

heavily  cleaned  at  one  time . 195.00 

1874-CC  About  Uncirculated-50.  A  lustrous,  sharply 
struck  example  of  this  popular  Carson  City  Mint 

issue . . 359.00 

1874-S  EF-45.  Quite  sharply  struck . 279.00 


A  Fan  of  our  Want  List  Program 

The  following  letter  was  addressed  to  Liz  Arlin, 
who  manages  our  Want  List  Program: 

"Thank  you  very  much  for  sending  me  the  very 
exceptional  and  very  eye-appealing  group  of  silver 
dollars  listed  on  your  invoices  numbered  62,709 
and  62,713.  I  am  enclosing  herewith  my  payment. 

"Your  management  of  the  Want  List  Program  is 
the  very  best  I  have  seen  in  the  rare  coin  field,  and 
I  have  done  business  with  many  people." 


1875-CC  AU-58.  A  pleasing,  strictly  original  exam¬ 
ple  of  this  important  Carson  City  Mint  issue.  The 
central  devices  are  quite  frosty.  The  piece  is 
beautifully  toned  in  light  pastel  iridescence  over 


warm,  pearl-gray  surfaces . 525.00 

1875-S  EF-45  $279;  AU-50.  Sharp  and  frosty  with 
pleasing  mint  lustre  $325;  AU-55  .  .  .  .395.00 


1876  AU-50.  A  breathtakingly  beautiful  example 

with  superb  satiny  surfaces,  a  sharp  strike  and 
exceptional  eye  appeal.  The  coin  is  toned  in 
violet,  pale  green,  fiery  orange  and  gold  hues. 
Extremely  attractive . 415.00 

1876- S  AU-50  $325;  AU-55.  Very  sharply  struck  and 

fully  brilliant.  Polished  at  one  time  $325;  AU-55. 
Sharply  struck  and  lustrous  with  traces  of  light 
toning . 395.00 

1877  VF-20  $135;  AU-50  . 325.00 

1877- S  EF-40  $259;  EF-45  $279;  EF-45.  Micro  S  va¬ 

riety.  Lustrous  and  attractively  toned  in  deep 
golden  hues  over  pale  gray  surfaces  $279; 
AU-50.  Fully  brilliant  with  very  frosty  central 
devices.  A  couple  of  light  scratches  are  noted 
on  the  obverse  and  the  reverse  has  a  chop  mark 
above  the  second  S  in  STATES  $89;  About 
Uncirculated-50  $325;  MS-60.  A  beautiful  piece 
with  pleasing  satinlike  surfaces  and  fully  frosted 
central  devices.  A  tiny  planchet  flaw  is  noted 
near  the  first  7  in  the  date . 750.00 


An  Enthusiastic  Correspondent 

The  following  is  from  C.H.: 

"Dear  Dave, 

"I  am  writing  this  letter  just  before  the  Morweb 
Collection,  Part  III,  and  look  forward  to  the  highlight 
of  a  particularly  active  auction  season.  Once  again 
I  will  be  there,  hopefully  finding  a  position  in  the 
third  row,  aisle  seat,  perhaps  this  time  accompanied 
by  my  wife,  Barbara. 

"I  have  enjoyed  a  number  of  transactions  with 
you  this  year  involving  Indian  Head  cents.  These 
include  Lot  870  of  the  Everson  and  Faught  Collec¬ 
tions  sale,  an  Uncirculated  1871,  along  with  a  very 
nice  example  of  1872,  1876,  and  1879  which  I  pur¬ 
chased  directly  from  Frank  Van  Valen  of  your  Retail 
Department.  I  should  also  mention  the  numerous 
books  I  have  purchased  and  have  thoroughly  en¬ 
joyed.  You  have  helped  me  finish  off  the  numismatic 
year  in  style!  Good  luck  with  your  continuing  ac¬ 
tivities." 


Outstanding  1877-S  Trade  Dollar 


1877-S  MS-64.  Reverse  die  doubling  clearly 
noticeable  in  the  words  TRADE  DOLLAR.  If  you 
are  a  collector  interested  in  exquisitely  toned, 
original  pieces,  then  this  is  the  coin  for  you!  This 
piece  has  exceptional  satinlike  fields  that  sur¬ 
round  extremely  sharply  struck  frosty  central 
devices.  The  entire  coin  is  exquisitely  toned 
electric  blue  at  the  periphery  becoming  violet 
and  fiery  golden-orange  at  the  centers.  A  small 
mark  is  noted  above  the  corn  sheaths  on  the 
obverse.  A  simply  superb  piece  priced  to  sell 
quickly . 3,195.00 


Gorgeous  1881  Proof  Trade  Dollar 


1881  Proof-63.  An  absolutely  gorgeous  piece! 
Deep  mirrorlike  surfaces  surround  extremely 
frosty  central  devices.  The  entire  piece  is  toned 
in  very  deep  golden  and  orange  toning.  A  few 
slight  scattered  hairlines  are  noted,  but  are  well 
concealed  by  the  magnificent  toning.  Only  960 
pieces  were  struck  of  this  Proof-only  issue.  Many 
survivors  come  with  flat  stars  and  head,  but  this 
piece  is  exceedingly  sharply  struck  with  full 
head  details  as  well  as  sharply-defined  stars.  A 
piece  for  the  connoisseur . 2,450.00 
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US.  Gold  Coins  for  Sale 


Gold  Dollars 

1851  EF-45  $239;  AU-50.  Sharp  and  lustrous  $289; 

AU-55.  Very  lustrous  with  tinges  of  pale  golden 
iridescence . 395.00 

1852  VF-30.  A  very  sharp  specimen  for  the  VF-30 

classification.  Strong  central  device  detail  noted. 
Lightly  toned  . 199.00 

1853  EF-40.  A  frosty  piece  with  beautiful  light  or¬ 

ange  toning  $219;  EF-45  $239;  AU-50.  Fully 
lustrous.  A  few  light  obverse  marks  between  the 
first  and  second  stars  $279;  AU-50.  Frosty  and 
lustrous  with  a  sharp  strike . 289.00 

1853-0  VF-20.  Very  sharp  central  device  definition. 
Lightly  toned  in  pale  orange  iridescence  $215; 
EF-40.  Very  lustrous  with  tinges  of  pale  orange 
toning  $249;  EF-45  $279;  AU-50.  Sharply  struck, 
fully  lustrous  and  pleasantly  toned  in  yellow  and 
soft  orange  hues . 359.00 

1854  Type  I.  EF-45.  Exceedingly  sharply  struck  and 

pleasing  with  full  mint  frost  $239;  AU-50.  Very 
sharply  struck  and  fully  lustrous.  A  light  plan- 
chet  flaw  is  noted  in  the  numerals  18  on  the 
reverse  $279;  AU-50 . 289.00 


1854  Type  II.  VF-20  $395;  VF-30.  Very  sharp  and 

lustrous  with  pleasing,  problem-free  surfaces 
$475;  EF-45.  A  sharp,  lustrous  piece  with  a  few 
tiny  edge  nicks  $695;  EF-45.  Beautiful  frosty  lus¬ 
tre  highlighted  by  a  trace  of  pale  orange  pati na¬ 
tion.  This  is  a  very  lustrous  . 745.00 

1855  Type  II.  EF-40.  Sharp  and  fully  lustrous.  A 
scratch  is  noted  on  the  reverse  and  is  quite  no¬ 
ticeable  $525;  EF-45.  Frosty  lustre  .  .  .  745.00 

Elusive  1855  Type  II  Gold  $1 


1855  Type  II.  AU-50.  A  gorgeous  example  with  full 
mint  lustre  and  frost.  Some  slight  weakness  in 
strike  in  the  date  on  the  reverse.  Pleasing, 
problem-free  surfaces .  1,975.00 


1856  Type  III.  Upright  5s.  Extremely  Fine-45.  Sharp, 
lustrous  and  pleasantly  toned  with  pale  orange 


highlights . 249.00 

1856  Type  III.  Slant  5s.  EF-45  $239;  AU-50.  Blazing 

mint  brilliance,  very  attractive . 289.00 

1857  EF-45  $239;  AU-50  . 289.00 


1857-D  EF-45.  Beautiful  pale  orange  and  rose  sur¬ 
faces  complemented  by  original  mint  lustre. 
Very  attractive  with  a  nice  strike.  Just  3,533 
pieces  were  struck.  Most  survivors  were  not  in 
this  nice  state  of  preservation.  Considered  rare 
by  Walter  Breen  in  his  Complete  Encyclopedia 
of  United  States  and  Colonial  Coins  1,595.00 
1862  About  Uncirculated-50.  Frosty  and  lustrous. 

Sharp  strike  . 299.00 

1873  Open  3.  AU-50  $289;  AU-55  $395;  AU-58. 
Mirrored  surfaces  surround  heavily  frosted  cen¬ 
tral  devices.  Needle-sharp  strike  $425;  MS-60. 
Gorgeous  satiny  lustre.  Exceedingly  sharply 
struck . 895.00 


Offering  " Cherry  Picked "  Notes  from  a  Fantastic  Hoard! 

Choice  New  1862  $5  Greenback  Notes 
With  Very  Low  Serial  Numbers! 


We  recently  had  the  opportunity  to  "cherry  pick"  one  of  the 
most  unusual  hoards  ever  offered  in  numismatics:  New- 
condition  examples  of  the  Series  of  1862  $5  Legal  Tender  "greenback" 
notes  issued  during  the  Civil  War— and  kept  intact  ever  since  then! 
Among  the  notes  were  some  with  EXCEEDINGLY  LOW  SERIAL 
NUMBERS — serial  numbers  ranging  from  23  (the  lowest)  to  182.  These 
are  among  the  very  lowest  serial  numbers  still  in  existence  from  this  se¬ 
ries!  In  addition,  there  were  a  few  notes  with  higher  serial  numbers, 
mainly  in  the  43,000  series. 

Produced  on  contract  to  the  government  by  the  American  Bank  Note 
Company,  notes  of  this  type  were  among  the  first  "greenback"  issues, 
and  served  as  a  circulating  medium  during  the  Civil  War.  Back  then,  a 
dollar  was  worth  a  dollar,  and  a  $5  bill  such  as  we  offer  represented 
the  best  part  of  a  week's  pay! 

Today,  of  course,  high-grade  notes  of  this  type  are  rare.  Indeed, 
Friedberg's  authoritative  Paper  Money  of  the  United  States  book  lists 
this  as  variety  F-61a,  and  prices  it  at  $1,500  in  the  New  grade  The 
price,  of  course,  is  for  just  an  "average"  New  note,  not  a  note  of  the 
SUPERB  quality  we  offer,  and,  further,  the  price  is  for  an  "average" 
serial  number,  not  a  low  one! 

However,  we  do  not  propose  to  charge  you  $1,500,  even  for  a 
CHOICE  NEW  note  with  a  LOW  SERIAL  NUMBER!  On  a  first-come, 
first-served  basis  we  offer  notes  as  follows,  until  we  raise  the  price  or 
until  our  supply  of  a  few  dozen  notes  is  exhausted.  Order  early,  and 
we'll  send  you  the  lowest  serial  number  we  have  on  hand. 

GUARANTEE:  Each  note  is  guaranteed  to  be  100%  pleasing  to  you. 

If,  FOR  ANY  REASON  WHATSOEVER,  you  are  not  100%  DELIGHTED, 


just  return  it  within  30  days,  and  an  instant  refund  will  be  given.  No 
explanation  is  necessary.  Order  early.  We  expect  that  these  will  sell 
very  fast! 

$5  note.  Friedberg-61a.  Choice  New.  Low  serial  number  (in  the 

range  of  23  to  182).  Each:  $1,275.  Cut  sheet  of  four  notes  (with  adja¬ 
cent  numbers,  as  issued,  from  a  printed  sheet  of  four,  cut  apart  before 
issuing):  $4,800 

$5  Note.  Choice  New.  As  above,  but  serial  number  in  the  43,000  se¬ 
ries.  Each:  $995.  Cut  sheet  of  four  notes:  $3,800. 

$5  Note.  As  above,  but  just  New  (not  Choice  New).  A  very  nice  note 
for  the  buyer  who  is  not  "fussy"  about  quality.  Each:  $795. 
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U.S.  Gold  Coins 

Quarter  Eagles 


Rare  1796  No  Stars  Quarter  Eagle 


1796  No  Stars.  EF-45  to  AU-50.  An  exceptional  ex¬ 
ample  of  this  extremely  rare  issue.  The  central 
devices  are  extremely  strong,  save  for  the  feather 
definition  on  the  eagle's  breast.  The  hair  detail 
is  strong,  as  are  the  eagle's  wing  feathers  and 
the  lines  in  the  shield.  A  few  tiny  adjustment 
marks  are  visible  in  the  vertical  stripes  of  the 


shield.  The  surfaces  are  reflective  and 
very  lustrous.  A  small  mark  is  noted  on 
Liberty's  cap  for  accuracy.  An  outstan¬ 
ding  example  of  the  issue.  This  coin  is 

a  prize  . 35,500.00 

Just  963  pieces  were  struck  of  this  issue.  The  1796 
No  Stars  quarter  eagle  was  the  first  precious  metal 


coin  issued  for  circulation  by  the  United  States  of 
America  prior  to  1836,  Without  Stars.  It  is  also  the  first 
piece  to  show  an  Heraldic  Eagle  reverse,  a  design 
which  would  later  be  standard  on  all  silver  and  gold 
denominations  from  1798  through  1807.  In  addition, 
it  is  the  earliest  struck  piece  showing  16  reverse 
stars— this  is  significant  as  it  honors  Tennessee's  ad¬ 
mission  as  a  state. 
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NUMISMATIC  ART 


The  Jefferson  Nickel 

A  last-minute  entry  from  an  unknown  immigrant 
won  the  design  contest  to  honor  this  famous  American 

By  Michael  C.  Wescott 


On  April  26,  1937,  the  following  sug¬ 
gestion  was  sent  to  the  Director  of 
the  Mint  by  one  George  W.  Williams,  a 
founder  and  first  president  of  the  Baltimore  Coin 
Club:  “That  in  the  past  the  portrait  of  each  presi¬ 
dent  has  not  appeared  upon  at  least  one  issue  of 
coins  during  his  term  of  office  has  always  seemed 
to  me  a  serious  omission,  and  it  is  hoped  that  a 
plan  will  be  adopted  in  the  near  future  whereby 
each  president,  beginning  with  Jefferson,  will  be 
so  honored  by  the  issuance  of  one  each  year  bear¬ 
ing  his  portrait  and  years  of  his  term  until  the  se¬ 
ries  is  brought  up  to  date,  and  that  hereafter,  star¬ 
ting  with  President  Roosevelt,  the  term  of  each 
president  be  so  marked."  While  speaking  of  "seri¬ 
ous  omissions,"  it  should  be  noted  that  Mr.  Williams 
forgot  President  Adams  when  he  skipped  right  to 
Jefferson! 

By  the  end  of  1937  plans  were  being  made  for 
a  replacement  for  the  Buffalo  nickel,  whose  re¬ 
quired  25  years  were  to  end  in  1938.  Thomas  Jef¬ 
ferson,  our  third  president  was  chosen  to  be  hon¬ 
ored  on  the  new  five-cent  piece. 

After  Jefferson  was  chosen,  the  following  invita¬ 
tion  was  sent  to  all  American  sculptors  to  submit 
their  work  for  a  prize  of  $1,000  and  the  honor  of 
seeing  their  art  on  millions  (eventually  billions)  of 
nickels:  “The  Treasury  Department,  Procurement 
Division,  Section  of  Painting  and  Sculpture  in¬ 
vites  competition  for  designs  for  a  new  five- 
cent  coin  to  be  known  as  the  'Jefferson 
nickel.'  This  competition  is  open  to  all 
American  sculptors.  The  subject  matter  must 
contain  on  the  obverse  of  the  coin  an 
authentic  portrait  of  Thomas  Jefferson.  On 
the  reverse  side  the  subject  matter  will  be 
a  representation  of  Monticello,  Jefferson's 
historic  home  near  Charlottesville." 

The  designs  were  to  be  received  by  April 
20,  1938  for  judging.  By  that  time  according 
to  numismatic  scholar  Robert  Julian,  377  en¬ 
tries  were  received.  Most  other  sources  say 
390,  but  perhaps  this  is  due  to  the  possibility 
of  some  artists  sending  more  than  one  design. 

One  entry  was  from  a  new  American  citizen, 

Felix  Oscar  Schlag.  Schlag  was  born  in 
Frankfurt,  Germany  (now  West  Germany), 
September  4,  1891  to  Karl  and  Teresa  Schlag.  Karl 
was,  himself,  a  sculptor,  and  apprenticed  Felix  from 
1906  until  1909,  when  he  was  accepted  into  the 
Frankfurt  School  of  Fine  Arts  and  then  (1912)  the 
Munich  Academy  of  Fine  Arts.  He  enlisted  in  the 
army  in  1914  and  fought  on  the  front  line  in  France 
before  being  severely  wounded  by  shrapnel  and 


spending  a  year  and  a  half  hospitalized.  During  that 
time  he  won  several  art  awards,  most  notably  for 
a  monumental  fountain  and  a  Red  Cross  medal. 

In  the  1920s  he  operated  a  studio  in  Munich  and 
in  1929  came  to  the  United  States.  He  went  from 
city  to  city,  working  nights  as  a  bus  boy  until  he 
could  finally  rent  a  studio  in  Chicago. 

When  he  received  the  invitation  to  submit  a  de¬ 
sign  for  the  Jefferson  nickel  Schlag  made  some  pencil 
sketches  but  none  of  the  portraits  he  had  available 
of  Jefferson  pleased  him.  Then,  while  browsing  in 
a  bookstore,  he  ran  across  a  photograph  of  the 
famed  Houdon  bust  in  the  Boston 
Museum  of  Fine  Arts.  The 
submitted  model  had 
to  be  of  plaster,  not 
exceeding  eight 
and  one 
half 


inches  in  diameter.  Schlag  finished  these  models  the 
day  before  the  deadline  and  had  to  race  to  the  proper 
train  to  get  them  off.  On  April  21  he  was  notified 
that  he  had  won  the  competition.  The  models  had 
been  judged  by  Mint  Director  Nellie  Tayloe  Ross, 
Sidney  Waugh,  Albert  Stewart  and  Hans  Warneke. 
They  accepted  the  obverse  design  as  it  was,  but  a 
series  of  changes  were  made  to  the  reverse.  Schlag 
had  designed  the  reverse  with  a  view  of  the  Mon¬ 
ticello  mansion  from  a  corner  with  sans  serif  letter¬ 
ing,  and  this  was  changed  to  a  head-on  view  of  the 
mansion  with  regular  Roman  lettering.  These 
changes  were  made  by  mid-July.  The 
first  Jefferson  nickels  were 
minted  in  Philadelphia 
in  September 
1938,  and 
the  oth¬ 
er  two 
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mints  started  coinage  of  the  new  nickel  later  that  year. 

The  first  Jefferson  nickels  were  formally  placed  into 
circulation  November  15,  and  right  away  a  recall  ru¬ 
mor  began,  since  the  coins  lacked  a  flagpole  on  the 
reverse,  which  is  seen  on  the  actual  Monticello  man¬ 
sion.  It  was  thought  that  this  was  an  error  and  that 
new  nickels  were  to  be  minted,  and  the  old  ones 
recalled,  so  1938  Jefferson  nickels  were  heavily 
hoarded. 

Schlag  issued  150  brilliant  Proof  nickels  in  a  pla¬ 
que  with  a  photograph  of  his  original  design.  On¬ 
ly  a  few  were  given  away  at 
v\  iJj  this  point,  the  rest  were 

uncovered  in  a  dealer's 
estate  after  his  (the 
dealer's)  death. 

In  1939  some 
strengthening  was 
done  to  the  reverse, 
as  was  done  in  1967, 
1971,  1977,  and  1982. 
These  modifications  usu¬ 
ally  strengthened  the  doors, 


■  Felix  Oscar  Schlag's  original  reverse 
design  for  the  Jefferson  nickel,  featuring 
a  corner  view  of  the  Monticello 
mansion. 


steps  and  windows.  The  1967  changes  are  only  seen 
on  mint  sets  of  that  year— not  found  on  all  nickels 
until  1968. 

In  1942,  because  of  a  shortage  of  nickel,  the  first 
"Wartime  nickels"  were  minted  with  a  silver/cop¬ 
per/manganese  composition.  Also,  the  mintmark  was 
moved  from  the  front  to  the  back,  above  Monticello. 
These  mintmarks  included  P,  the  first  time  Philadel¬ 
phia  used  a  mintmark  on  any  coin. 

The  first  wartime  nickels  were  placed  into  circula¬ 
tion  October  8,  1942  after  tests  were  made  starting 
May  13.  The  new  composition  had  to  be  the  same 
weight  and  have  the  same  electrical  resistance  in  or¬ 
der  to  still  work  in  vending  machines,  etc.  This  turned 
out  to  be  56%  copper,  35%  silver,  and  9% 
manganese.  Production  of  these  ceased  after  1945. 

One  major  variety  exists  in  these  years,  the 
1943/1942-P  overdate,  discovered  in  1948  but  not 
confirmed  until  1977  by  Delma  K.  Romines.  An 
estimated  100  exist  in  Uncirculated  grade.  Another 
variety  is  the  1943  "Two  Eyes"  doubled  obverse,  dis¬ 
covered  by  Bill  Fivaz  in  1978. 

The  famous  "Henning  Mint"  counterfeits  were 
made  in  the  50s.  Francis  LeRoy  Henning  set  up  a 
mint  (equipped  with  a  250,000  pound  press)  in  Erial, 
NJ  to  mint  nickels.  He  was  caught  in  1955  when 
he  made  the  mistake  of  using  a  wartime  1944-dated 
obverse  but  a  normal  (no  large  mintmark)  reverse. 

1950-D  is  considered  a  key  variety,  having  the 


lowest  mintage  of  any  issue,  but  is  actually  quite 
common  in  Uncirculated.  Walter  Breen  has  reported 
that  one  Milwaukee  dealer  had  8,000  rolls— a  total 
of  160,000  pieces!  A.J.  Mitula,  a  Texas 

©dealer,  once  owned  hundreds  of 
thousands  of  specimens.  From 
his  profits  he  built  a  vacation 
home  in  Cascade,  Colorado. 

In  1957  and  1958  the  ob¬ 
verse  was  changed  slightly  to 
the  "supernova"  design— the 
star  between  Liberty  and  the  date 
was  enlarged  for  no  known  reason. 

It  was  back  to  nor¬ 
mal  until  1966, 
when  Schlag's  in¬ 
itials,  FS,  were  add¬ 
ed  to  the  obverse  below  Jefferson,  giving  him  his 
long-deserved  recognition.  Two  Proofs  were  sup¬ 
posedly  struck  at  the  ceremony  for  the  new  initials, 
and  were  given  to  Schlag.  Eva  Adams,  then  Direc¬ 
tor  of  the  Mint,  however  denies  this.  Schlag's  wid¬ 
ow  has  no  knowledge  of  them. 

Few  changes  in  the  series  were  made  after  this. 
The  Jefferson  nickel  is  now  the  longest  running  coin 
without  any  changes  in  composition  (since  1945), 
and  when  (if)  the  design  of  the  nickel  is  ever 
changed,  we  will  remember  the  Jefferson  nickel 
as  a  coin  rich  in  history  and  long  in  running  time! 


■  The  "wartime" 
1942  Jefferson  nickel. 


The  "Flat-Chested  Eagle"  1879-S  Dollar 


*. 

The  typical  1879-S  Morgan  dollar  is  well- 
known  for  its  beauty  and  is  sought  after  by 
silver  dollar  enthusiasts.  Most  of  these  coins 
have  full  hair  detail  above  the  ear  and  have  well- 
defined  characteristics  that  collectors  love  to  see 
on  a  Morgan  dollar.  However,  collectors  in  their 
haste  to  find  a  typical  1879-S  specimen  for  their  col¬ 
lection  have  perhaps  overlooked  one  of  the  most 
desirable  and  scarce  Morgan  dollar  varieties  known. 
This  variety  is  often  referred  to  as  the  reverse  with 
the  "flat-chested"  eagle. 

The  1879-S  "Flat-Chested"  eagle  variety  is 
estimated  by  the  writer  to  be  about  60  to  80  times 
rarer  than  the  1879-S  "full-chested"  eagle  in  Mint 
State.  The  Guide  Book  differentiates  between  the 
two  1879-S  varieties  by  referring  to  them  as  the  sec¬ 
ond  and  third  reverses. 

The  second  reverse  of  the  "flat-chested"  eagle 
gained  notoriety  when  three  mint-sewn  bags,  each 
containing  1,000  brilliant  Uncirculated  1879-S 
dollars  supposedly  of  the  "common  variety"  from 
the  LaVere  Redfield  hoard,  were  sold  in  1976.  When 
the  new  owner  decided  to  open  the  bags  and  count 
the  dollars,  he  discovered  a  real  surprise!  The  coins 
were  not  the  ordinary  1879-S  dollars  with  the  typical 
convex  eagle  chest  feathers,  but  rather  coins  with 
a  "flat-chested"  eagle  characteristic  of  1878-S 
dollars!  The  3,000  coins  were  divided  into  singles 
and  rolls  and  were  quickly  sold  to  eager  collectors. 

The  second  reverse  was  known  to  numismatists 
before  the  discovery,  but  they  were  of  little  interest 
to  collectors.  Mint  State  examples  prior  to  1976  were 
difficult  to  locate,  which  may  explain  the  lack  of 
interest  in  them. 

Today,  the  coins  appear  to  be  undervalued  and 
may  represent  a  splendid  opportunity  for  the 
Morgan  dollar  specialist. 

These  coins  are  scarcer  than  the  1879-CC  in  Un¬ 
circulated  condition,  and  they  presently  sell  for 
about  one-tenth  of  the  1879-CC  MS-60  price.  Gem 
1879-S  second  reverse  coins  are  a  rarity  since  many 


By  Weimar  W.  White 

Mint  State  specimens  are  heavily  bag  marked. 

An  examination  of  the  1987  auction  records  re¬ 
vealed  that  the  1879-CC  Morgan  had  54  ap¬ 
pearances  in  Mint  State  compared  to  only  17  for 
the  1879-S  second  reverse  dollar  for  that  year.  Even 
the  1895-S  dollar  appeared  somewhat  more  fre¬ 


quently  than  the  1879-S  "flat-chested"  eagle  in  the 
auction  survey. 

The  1879-S  second  reverse  is  a  recognized  ma¬ 
jor  variety,  and  one  can  see  with  the  naked  eye  that 
the  arrow  feather  edges  are  parallel  and  not  slanted, 
as  evidenced  on  "common"  1879-S  dollars. 


" Flat-Chested " 

1879-S  MORGAN  DOLLAR 


"Full-Chested” 

1879-S  MORGAN  DOLLAR 


■  The  1879-S  "flat-chested"  eagle  variety  is 
estimated  to  be  60  to  80  times  rarer  than  the 
"full-chested"  variety. 


■  The  "ordinary"  1879-S  Morgan 
dollars  with  the  typical  convex  eagle 
chest  feathers. 
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MODERN  RARITIES 


Pocket  Change  Rarities 

The  elusive  pattern  dimes,  quarters,  and  half  dollars  of  1916 
were  only  slightly  different  from  the  adopted  designs 


By  Tom  La  Mar  re 

It  was  a  banner  year  in  1916  for  collectors  as  a 
design  competition  culminated  in  a  new  dime, 
quarter,  and  half  dollar.  Soon  afterward,  Phil¬ 
adelphia  dealer  Samuel  H.  Chapman  offered  scarce 
1916  Standing  Liberty  quarters  for  $1  apiece.  The 
1916-D  Winged  Liberty  Head  dime  soon  command¬ 
ed  a  premium,  too.  For  the  first  time  in  77  years, 
mintmarks  appeared  on  the  obverse  of  the  half 
dollar. 

However,  few  collectors  realized  that  rare  patterns 
had  been  struck,  differing  only  slightly  from  the  cir¬ 
culating  designs.  Many  of  the  1916  patterns  them¬ 
selves  circulated  for  decades  and  experi¬ 
enced  heavy  wear.  A  1916  pattern  dime 
was  retrieved  from  pocket  change  as  late 
as  1962. 

A  March  3,  1916  press  release  men¬ 
tioned  the  contemplated  changes  in  the 
dime,  quarter,  and  half  dollar.  On  May  30 
the  Treasury  Department  announced  that 
the  winning  designs  had  been  chosen 
from  "more  than  50  sketch  models." 

Describing  the  design  process,  a  con¬ 
temporary  newspaper  article  said:  "An 
idea  must  be  crystallized,  and  when  ex¬ 
ecuting  so  important  a  piece  of  work  a 
sculptor  finds  it  hard  to  satisfy  himself.  The 
first  idea  does  not  always  seem  right. 

Others  are  then  worked  over  until  a  final 
decision  is  reached.  Then  this  is  done  in 
relief  on  a  medallion  14  inches  in 
diameter .... 

"When  the  first  image  has  been  stud¬ 
ied,  and  perhaps  changed  many  times,  it 
is  reduced  to  a  medallion  five  inches  in 
diameter.  From  this  a  hard  bronze  cast  is 
made  and  sent  to  the  Mint  in  Philadelphia. 

From  this  a  reduction  is  made,  this  time 
to  the  size  of  the  coin  . .  .  ." 

Early  in  1917  the  Treasury  Department 
provided  samples  of  the  new  coins  for  dis¬ 
play  at  the  American  Numismatic  Socie¬ 
ty  headquarters  in  New  York  City. 

The  Mint  Director  said  that  the  Walk¬ 
ing  Liberty  half  dollar  depicted  "a  full  fig¬ 
ure  of  Liberty,  the  folds  of  the  stars  and  stripes  fly¬ 
ing  to  the  breeze  as  a  background,  progressing  in 
full  stride  toward  the  dawn  of  the  new  day,  carry¬ 
ing  branches  of  laurel  and  oak  symbolic  of  civil  and 
military  glory.  The  hand  of  the  figure  is  outstretched 
in  bestowal  of  the  spirit  of  Liberty.  The  reverse  of 
the  half  dollar  shows  an  eagle  perched  high  on  a 
mountain  crag,  his  wings  unfolded,  fearless  in  spirit 


and  conscious  of  his  power.  Springing  from  a  rift 
in  the  rock  is  a  sapling  of  mountain  pine,  symbol¬ 
ic  of  America." 

In  his  1916  report,  the  Mint  Director  said:  "The 
design  of  the  25-cent  piece  is  intended  to  typify  in 
a  measure  the  awakening  interest  of  the  country  to 
its  own  protection.  The  law  specified  that  on  the 
obverse  of  the  coin  not  only  the  word  LIBERTY  but 
a  representation  of  Liberty  shall  be  shown.  In  the 
new  design  Liberty  is  stepping  forward  to  the  gate¬ 
way  of  the  country,  and  on  the  wall  are  inscribed 
the  words  IN  GOD  WE  TRUST,  which  words  also 


appear  on  the  new  half  dollar .... 

"The  left  arm  of  the  figure  of  Liberty  is  upraised, 
bearing  the  shield  in  the  attitude  of  protection,  from 
which  the  covering  is  drawn.  The  right  hand  bears 
the  olive  branch  of  peace.  On  the  field  above  the 
head  is  inscribed  the  word  LIBERTY,  and  on  the  step 
under  her  feet  '1916/ 

"The  reverse  of  this  coin  necessitates  by  law  a 


representation  of  the  American  eagle,  and  is  here 
shown  in  full  flight,  with  wings  extended,  sweep¬ 
ing  across  the  coin.  Inscription:  UNITED  STATES 
OF  AMERICA  and  E  PLURIBUS  UNUM  and  QUAR¬ 
TER  DOLLAR  below.  Connecting  the  lettering 
above  an  outer  circle  are  13  stars." 

The  Winged  Liberty  Head  dime  symbolized  free¬ 
dom  of  thought.  On  its  reverse  was  a  fasces,  sym¬ 
bol  of  authority. 

The  Treasury  Department  had  commissioned 
three  sculptors  to  submit  designs  for  the  coins: 
Adolph  Weinman,  Hermon  MacNeil,  and  Albin 
Polasek.  The  intention  was  that  each  ar¬ 
tist's  work  would  be  selected  for  one  de¬ 
nomination,  but  Polasek  became  the  com¬ 
petition's  only  loser. 

Born  in  Moravia  in  1879,  Polasek  stud¬ 
ied  at  the  Pennsylvania  Academy  of  Fine 
Arts  and  the  American  Academy  in  Rome. 
In  1915  he  won  a  silver  medal  at  the  San 
Francisco  Exposition,  and  from  1916  to 
1943  he  served  as  head  of  the  sculpture 
department  at  the  Chicago  Art  Institute. 
Polasek  died  in  1965. 

The  artist  who  beat  him  in  the  coinage 
design  competition  was  Weinman,  whose 
models  were  chosen  for  the  dime  and  half 
dollar.  MacNeil's  design  was  accepted  for 
the  quarter  dollar. 

MacNeil  wrote  to  Mint  Director  R.M. 
Wooley:  "In  the  matter  of  submissions  of 
designs,  you  name  April  15  as  the  limit  and 
[say]  that  there  shall  be  several  of  them. 
These  conditions,  Mr.  Wooley,  lead  me  to 
think  that  you  may  be  somewhat  un¬ 
familiar  with  the  method  of  producing  and 
work  necessary  to  fulfill  them.  It  is  not  un¬ 
usual  for  a  sculptor  in  an  important  work 
to  make  a  number  of  sketches,  that  to  him 
indicate  sufficiently  what  the  ultimate  re¬ 
sult  would  be  of  the  thought  expressed, 
but  to  others  might  easily  be 
meaningless  .  .  .  ." 

The  same  thing  could  be  said  about  the 
1916  patterns,  which  were  put  into  circu¬ 
lation  by  one  owner  after  another.  In  the  late  1930s, 
Wayte  Raymond's  Standard  Catalogue  of  United 
States  Coins  and  Currency  featured  six  pages  of  pat¬ 
terns,  but  the  pieces  dated  1916  were  not  among 
them. 

"Collectors  generally  are  not  aware  of  the  exis¬ 
tence  of  a  pattern  half  dollar  of  1916,  the  first  year 
of  issue  of  the  current  type,”  the  April  1937  issue 
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of  The  Numismatist  said.  “At  least  two 
specimens  of  the  pattern  are  known.  One 
is  in  the  national  collection  at  the  Smith¬ 
sonian  Institution,  in  Washington,  DC,  and 
the  other  is  owned  by  a  collector  in 
Philadelphia. 

“It  differs  from  the  adopted  type  only 
in  the  placing  of  the  inscriptions.  On  the 
obverse  the  words  LIBERTY  and  IN  GOD 
WE  TRUST  are  placed  in  the  right  of  the 
field  instead  of  the  word  LIBERTY  being 
around  the  upper  circumference.  On  the 
reverse  the  words  HALF  DOLLAR  are  be¬ 
tween  the  eagle  and  UNITED  STATES  OF 
AMERICA,  and  E  PLURIBUS  UNUM  fol¬ 
lows  the  lower  circumference  instead  of 
being  at  the  left  of  the  eagle's  head." 

Soon  more  1916  pattern  half  dollars 
came  to  light.  The  June  1937  issue  of  The 
Numismatist  reported:  "During  the  last 
month  another  specimen  has  been  locat¬ 
ed  in  Philadelphia  ....  The  designs  are 
the  same  as  the  half  dollar  of  1916 

The  discovery  of  the  patterns  in  Phila¬ 
delphia  indicated  that  they  were  released 
by  the  Mint  itself.  However,  additional  pat¬ 
terns  turned  up  in  other  cities. 

An  ANA  member  wrote  in  the  February 
1938  issue  of  The  Numismatist :  “In  the 
April  1937  issue  .  .  .  you  had  a  short  arti¬ 
cle  regarding  the  pattern  half  dollar  of 

1916.  In  the  June  1937  issue  .  .  .  you  have 
another  article  regarding  this  pattern  and 
also  illustrate  the  coin.  This  is  very  interest¬ 
ing  because  within  the  last  month  one  of 
these  patterns  showed  up  in  Boston.  That 
makes  the  fourth  one  known. 

“I  wrote  to  the  N^int  under  date  of  De¬ 
cember  1  regarding  this  coin  and  sent  a 
drawing  along  to  prove  my  statement. 

Here  is  the  reply:  'I  wish  to  say  that  the 
coin  which  you  have  described  is  proba¬ 
bly  a  pattern  or  experimental  piece.  Your 
description  conforms  with  the  original 
sculptor's  models  which  are  at  the  Mint.  The  dies 
for  the  coin  described  were  destroyed  in  January 

1917. 

"  'There  is  no  record  of  the  number  of  the  ex¬ 
perimental  pieces  struck  from  this  design,  but  in 
all  probability  they  were  very  few.  They  have  not 
seen  one  at  the  Mint.  The  sculptor,  Mr.  Weinman, 
submitted  three  variations  for  the  obverse  of  this 
half  dollar  and  two  for  the  reverse.  Trial  dies  were 
made  of  only  two  of  the  obverse  and  two  of  the  re¬ 
verse.  These  were  the  standard  coin  in  circulation 
and  the  one  which  you  have  described. 

"  'Trial  or  pattern  pieces  are  made  to  submit  to 
the  Treasury  officials  and  sometimes  to  members 
of  the  Committee  on  Currency  in  Congress  for  fi¬ 
nal  decision  as  to  which  should  be  adopted.'  " 

According  to  United  States  Pattern,  Experimen¬ 
tal  and  Trial  pieces,  by  J.  Hewitt  Judd  and  Abe 
Kosoff,  some  pattern  half  dollars  of  1916  have  a  very 
large  date,  beaded  borders,  small  letters  in  LIBER¬ 
TY,  and  smaller  eagle,  and  compact  letters  far  from 
the  border.  This  variety  exists  with  or  without  Wein¬ 
man's  monogram. 

Another  variety  has  a  small,  compact  date  not 
extending  beyond  Miss  Liberty's  foot  at  either  end, 
and  lacks  Weinman's  initials. 

Various  designs  were  also  tested  for  the  quarter 
dollar.  On  October  20,  1916,  Superintendent  of  the 
Mint  A.M.  Joyce  wrote  to  Mint  Director  F.J.H.  von 
Engelken,  “I  have  the  honor  to  submit  in  accor¬ 
dance  with  your  request  sample  impressions  of  the 
new  design  of  the  25-cent  piece  in  the  enclosed 
envelopes,  numbered  as  follows: 

"No.  1  contains  a  silver  impression  in  place 
of  the  lead  one  previously  submitted  for  the  pur¬ 
pose  of  comparison  of  the  softening  of  the  letter¬ 


ing  of  the  same. 

“No.  2  is  a  finished  piece  consisting  of  the  origi¬ 
nal  submitted  models  of  the  artist. 

“No.  3  is  a  finished  piece  embodying  the  sug¬ 
gestions  received  from  you  upon  the  occasion  of 
your  last  visit,  the  natural  lustre  having  been  taken 
off  for  the  purpose  of  ready  comparison  with  the 
sample  coin  first  submitted. 

"No.  4  contains  a  sample  piece  in  appearance 
and  lustre  as  will  be  the  natural  product  of  the 
press." 

On  October  22,  1916  the  Mint  Director  respond¬ 
ed,  “I  am  returning  to  you  herewith  two  of  the  four 
sample  quarters  you  sent  me,  one  being  blank  on 
one  side  with  the  reverse  design  on  the  other,  and 
the  other  being  your  No.  4,  as  submitted  in  your 
letter  of  October  20. 

"With  one  slight  alteration,  the  design  as  it  ap¬ 
pears  on  coin  No.  4  is  acceptable.  The  slight  alter¬ 
ation  referred  to  is  the  elimination  of  the  two  leaves 
in  the  angle  of  the  letter  'L'  in  the  word  LIBERTY. 
You  will  notice  that  I  have  scratched  these  two 
leaves  off  the  coin  I  am  returning  to  you.  With  this 


slight  change  you  may  go  ahead  and  make 
up  the  dies  for  the  finished  coin.  I  have 
kept  here  No.  2  and  No.  3,  which  you  can 
charge  to  me." 

One  of  MacNeil's  models  had  what  the 
Mint  referred  to  as  “mad  dolphins"  on 
each  side  of  Miss  Liberty,  but  the  unusual 
design  did  not  progress  beyond  the  plas¬ 
ter  model  stage. 

The  patterns  that  were  struck  differed 
only  slightly  from  the  coins  minted  for  cir¬ 
culation.  Some  were  struck  from  the  regu¬ 
lar  die  but  lacked  MacNeil's  initial.  Others 
had  the  eagle  positioned  higher  and 
flanked  by  laurel  branches  instead  of  stars. 
They  exist  with  or  without  the  designer's 
initial.  According  to  the  Judd/Kosoff  book, 
an  estimated  two  or  three  specimens  of 
each  variety  are  known. 

There  are  about  six  varieties  of  1916 
Winged  Liberty  Head  dime  patterns,  each 
of  which  is  easily  confused  with  the  stan¬ 
dard  design.  Does  your  1916  dime  have 
a  small  date  completely  under  the  bust? 
If  so,  you  have  a  pattern.  Dimes  missing 
Weinman's  monogram  behind  Liberty's 
neck  are  also  patterns.  So  are  those  with 
Miss  Liberty's  head  leaning  forward.  On 
some  patterns  the  inscription  LIBERTY  is 
positioned  differently,  the  ribbon  at  the 
right  base  of  the  fasces  hangs  straight 
down,  and  the  ax  head  and  leaves  have 
a  different  shape. 

It's  simple  to  see  why  some  pattern 
dimes  circulated  for  years.  The  September 
1962  issue  of  Numismatic  Scrapbook 
magazine  said:  "Illustrated  herewith  is  the 
obverse  of  a  dime  found  in  circulation  by 
Guy  Jenkins,  Midlothian,  Illinois.  The  pos¬ 
sibility  exists  that  this  is  one  of  the  1916 
pattern  coins  that  someone  spent,  either 
by  accident  or  ignorance.  If  it  is  a  pattern 
it  is  of  a  design  previously  unknown  to 
numismatists. 

“Of  course,  high  magnification  might  reveal  that 
the  coin  has  been  altered  by  an  expert  engraver.  That 
is  not  apparent  on  the  enlarged  photograph. 

"Several  years  ago  one  of  the  1916  pattern  half 
dollars  was  found  in  circulation  in  Pennsylvania. 
That  pattern  apparently  circulated  for  years  and 
years  as  its  condition  was  only  Very  Good.  The  1916 
pattern  half  dollars  very  closely  resemble  the  adopt¬ 
ed  design." 

On  the  1916  dime,  which  appeared  to  grade  only 
Fine,  Miss  Liberty's  cap  has  a  rolled  edge  (or  braid¬ 
ed  hair  that  produces  a  similar  effect),  and  the 
feathers  in  the  wing  are  more  angular  than  those 
of  the  standard  design.  However,  Jenkins'  dime  did 
not  win  a  place  in  Dr.  Judd's  book. 

About  a  dozen  1916  pattern  dimes  are  known  to 
exist.  A  galvano  of  Judd-1794,  a  1916  pattern  dime 
with  small  date  and  no  initials,  is  part  of  the  Smith¬ 
sonian  Collection  and  was  pictured  in  the  May  1985 
issue  of  The  Numismatist. 

Every  1916  Winged  Liberty  Head  dime  merits 
closer  inspection.  A  small  detail  can  mean  the 
difference  between  a  common  coin  and  a  rarity. 


Likes  Our  "Magnificent"  Photography 


The  following  letter  is  from  lames  C.  Spilman, 
editor  and  publisher  of  The  Colonial  Newsletter: 

To:  Cathy  Dumont,  Photographic  Department, 
Bowers  and  Merena  Galleries,  Inc. 

Dear  Ms.  Dumont: 

I  am  writing  to  congratulate  you  on  the  magnifi¬ 
cent  work  that  you  have  accomplished  with  the 
“Limited  Edition  Photographic  Plates  from  the  Tay¬ 


lor  Collection"  portfolio. 

As  one  who  has  battled  the  photographic  prob¬ 
lems  of  dirty  and  dark  old  copper  coins  for  more 
than  30  years,  please  be  assured  that  I  sincerely  ap¬ 
preciate  your  efforts,  not  only  in  this  work  but  in 
recent  Bowers  and  Merena  catalogues  as  well. 
Best  regards,  The  Colonial  Newsletter 
(Signed)  James  C.  Spilman 
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U.S.  Gold  Coins 


1835  EF-45.  Much  mint  lustre  remains  in  protected 
areas.  Popular  Classic  Head  issue  .  .  .825.00 

1844- C  F-12.  lust  11,622  pieces  struck.  Cleaned  at 

one  time . 275.00 

1845- D  EF-45.  Bright  golden-yellow  surfaces  are 

complemented  by  generous  amounts  of  original 
mint  lustre  in  protected  areas.  Popular  Dahlon- 
ega  Mint  issue .  1,395.00 

1847-D  EF-45.  Mirrored  surfaces  surround  the  cen¬ 
tral  devices  and  are  quite  lustrous.  Well  struck 
with  the  leg  feathers  of  the  eagle's  left  leg  clearly 
visible  . 995.00 

1849  EF-40  450.00 

1851-0  Extremely  Fine-40.  Sharp  and  quite  lustrous 
for  an  EF-40  example.  Pleasing  mellow  gold 
tones  . 295.00 


Rare  1855-C  Quarter  Eagle 


1855-C  AU-50.  A  lovely,  very  lustrous  exam¬ 
ple  of  this  exceedingly  scarce  Charlotte  Mint 
issue.  Lustrous  with  pleasing  pale  orange  pati na¬ 
tion.  A  couple  of  tiny  scratches  are  noted  above 
Liberty's  head.  Some  weakness  in  strike  on  the 
eagle's  legs,  as  is  typical  for  this  issue.  Most  sur¬ 
vivors  are  found  in  VF  condition.  Listed  by 
Walter  Breen  in  his  Complete  Encyclopedia  of 
United  States  and  Colonial  Coins  as  Extremely 
Rare  in  conditions  above  VF.  A  piece  for  the 
Charlotte  Mint  specialist . 3,995.00 


1856  MS-60.  Blazing  mint  brilliance  and  frost.  Sharp 
and  attractive.  A  thin  pin  scratch  is  noted  on 
Liberty's  jaw . 925.00 

1872-S  AU-50.  A  very  lustrous  piece  enhanced  by 
beautiful  rose  iridescence.  Somewhat  softly 
struck,  but  typical  for  the  issue.  Very  rare  in  con¬ 
ditions  above  AU.  Just  18,000  pieces  struck.  A 
pleasing  example  of  this  extremely  elusive  issue. 
Priced  to  sell  quickly  at  just . 795.00 

1882  MS-62  (PCGS).  A  gorgeous  piece  with  superb 
satinlike  fields  toned  light  rose.  The  central 
devices  are  razor-sharp  and  exhibit  full  mint 
frost.  A  very  scarce  issue  with  a  total  mintage 
of  just  4,000  business  strikes . 1,995.00 

1895  MS-60  (PCGS).  Sharp,  fully  lustrous  and 
pleasantly  toned  pale  orange  and  rose.  Extreme¬ 
ly  attractive . 895.00 

1900  AU-58.  Fully  lustrous  and  sharp  .  .  .349.00 

1902  MS-60.  Blazing  brilliance  and  frost. 895.00 

1903  AU-55  $325;  AU-58  . 349.00 

1904  MS-60 . 895.00 

1905  AU-50  $259;  AU-55  $325;  MS-60  or  better. 

Exceptional  satiny  lustre  with  traces  of  mottled 
russet  toning.  Razor-sharp  strike . 925.00 

1906  AU-58  $349;  MS-60  . 895.00 


1906  MS-64  (PCGS).  An  exceptional  piece  with  vir¬ 
tually  mark-free  surfaces.  The  central  devices  are 
razor-sharp  and  are  surrounded  by  superb 


fully  lustrous  surfaces.  Very  elusive  in  this  ex¬ 
ceptional  state  of  preservation . 3,400.00 

1907  AU-55  $325;  AU-58  $349;  MS-60.  Flashy  full 
mint  brilliance . 895.00 

INDIAN  HEAD  TYPE 


1908  EF-40 . 179.00 

1909  EF-40  $179;  EF-45  $199;  AU-50.  Frosty  with 

pleasing  rose  iridescence . 225.00 

1910  AU-50  . 225.00 

1911  VF-30  $159;  EF-40  $179;  AU-50.  Full  mint  frost 
with  pale  orange  peripheral  toning  .  .225.00 

1912  EF-40  $179;  EF-45 . 199.00 

1913  EF-45  $199;  AU-50 . 225.00 

1914  EF-40  . 179.00 


1914-D  EF-45.  Brilliant  with  traces  of  mint  lustre  in 


protected  areas . 199.00 

1925-D  AU-55  (PCGS)  $345;  AU-58  (PCGS).  Fully 
lustrous  and  frosty . 395.00 

1926  EF-40  $179;  EF-45  . 199.00 

1927  EF-45.  Blazing  mint  brilliance . 199.00 

1928  EF-45  $199;  AU-50  $225;  MS-60.  Dazzling  full 

mint  brilliance . 495.00 


$3  Gold  Pieces 


1854  EF-45.  Pleasing  frosty  lustre  $895;  AU-55.  Blaz¬ 

ing  mint  brilliance  and  frost.  A  pleasing  exam¬ 
ple  of  this  first-year-of-issue . 1,595.00 

1855  EF-40 . 795.00 

1856  EF45.  Traces  of  mint  lustre  in  protected  areas. 

Nice  strike  $895;  AU-50.  Full  mint  frost  com¬ 
plements  sharply  struck  devices.  Very  lustrous 
and  problem-free . 1,595.00 

1857  EF40.  Lustrous  with  pale  orange  peripheral 
toning.  A  trace  of  weakness  in  strike  on  the  bot¬ 
tom  curl  of  Liberty's  hair.  The  1857  $3  gold 
piece  is  excessively  scarce  in  Uncirculated  con¬ 
dition.  The  specimen  offered  here  is  quite  at¬ 
tractive  and  priced  to  sell  quickly  .  .  .  795.00 


1860  AU-50.  A  magnificent  piece  with  somewhat 

reflective  surfaces  enhanced  by  original  mint 
lustre.  The  central  devices  are  very  sharp  and 
are  enhanced  by  full  mint  frost.  Just  7,155  pieces 
struck . 1,650.00 

1861  EF-40.  Scarce  and  important  issue.  Some  slight 

weakness  in  strike  evident.  Much  mint  lustre 
and  pleasing  frosty  devices . 1,295.00 


1864  AU-50  (PCGS).  A  beautiful  coin  with  deep 


fiery  orange  toning.  Extremely  sharply  struck 
and  lustrous.  A  few  light  hairlines  noted.  Scarce 
issue  . 1,850.00 

1878  About  Unc  irculated-50  (PCGS).  Reflective  and 
frosty . 1,495.00 


1879  AU-55.  Exceptional  full  mint  frost  over  satiny 
surfaces.  A  toning  spot  is  noted  on  Liberty's 
neck  and  a  thin  pin  scratch  is  noted  in  the  ob¬ 
verse  field  adjacent  to  her  chin.  Just  3,030  pieces 
struck .  1,895.00 


Half  Eagles 


Superb  1805  AU-50  $5 


1805  AU-50.  Breen-3C.  In  Walter  Breen's 
Complete  Encyclopedia  of  United  States  and 
Colonial  Coins,  this  variety  is  photographed  on 
page  517  as  B-6445,  the  variety  with  the  Close 
date.  This  coin  is  exceedingly  sharply  struck 
with  full  hair  detail  as  well  as  each  individual 
feather  on  the  eagle's  breast  fully  struck  up.  The 
surfaces  are  quite  reflective  and  are  delicately 
toned  pale  golden-orange.  The  lustre  on  this 
piece  is  very  pleasing.  Free  of  adjustment  marks. 
A  piece  for  the  specialist . 4,995.00 


Scarce  1807  Half  Eagle 


1807  Breen-2-C.  Rarity-6.  AU-58.  A  frosty,  ful¬ 
ly  lustrous  example  of  this  scarce  die  combina¬ 
tion.  Somewhat  softly  struck  at  the  centers,  as 
is  typical  of  this  variety.  Some  well  concealed 
adjustment  marks  are  noted  on  the  reverse  in 
the  shield  area.  Considered  rare  by  Walter  Breen 
in  his  Complete  Encyclopedia  of  United  States 
and  Colonial  Coins.  This  is  a  prize  for  the 
specialist . 4,950.00 


ORDER  EARLY! 
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U.S.  Gold  Coins 


Outstanding  1809/8  Overdate  $5 


1809/8  B1-A.  AU-58.  A  breathtakingly 
beautiful,  exquisitely  struck  specimen  with  full 
mint  frost  and  superb  original  mint  lustre.  Free 
of  hairlines,  nicks  and  scratches.  Extremely  well 


preserved.  Call  quickly . 4,650.00 


1836  Classic  Head.  VG-8 . 210.00 

1839  VF30.  First  year  of  issue  for  the  Coronet  Head 
type.  Traces  of  mint  lustre . 395.00 


1841-D  AU-55.  A  fully  brilliant,  frosty  example  of 
this  elusive  Daihlonega  Mint  issue.  A  small 
scratch  is  noted  near  the  F  in  FIVE  on  the  re¬ 


verse.  Very,  very  sharply  struck  ....  1,995.00 

1847  EF-45 . 225.00 

1854  AU-50  (PCCS).  A  lustrous  piece  with  beautiful 
light  rose  toning . 625.00 


Listed  as  Very  Rare  above  EF  in  Walter  Breen's  Complete  En¬ 
cyclopedia  of  United  States  and  Colonial  Coins. 

Lustrous  1855-D  Half  Eagle 


1855-D  AU-55.  Gorgeous  original  mint  lustre  com¬ 
plements  pleasing,  virtually  mark-free  surfaces. 
A  trace  of  weakness  in  strike  visible  on  the  ea¬ 
gle's  neck.  Scarce  and  desirable  with  just  22,432 

pieces  struck . 2,450.00 

1872-CC  G-4.  This  is  a  very  scarce  Carson  City  Mint 

issue . ' . 375.00 

1881  EF-45 . 225.00 

1881-S  Extremely  Fine-45  $225;  MS-60.  Blazing 
mint  brilliance  with  just  a  trace  of  rose 

iridescence . 595.00 

1893  AU-50.  Beautiful  mint  lustre  complemented 
by  gorgeous  rose  hues  $249;  MS-60.  A  fairly  no¬ 
ticeable  scratch  on  Liberty's  face  ....  375.00 

1897  AU-55  . 295.00 

1898  AU-55.  Beautiful  satiny  lustre . 295.00 

1899  AU-55  $295;  MS-60  . 550.00 

1902-S  AU-55  $295;  MS-60.  Gorgeous  satinlike 

lustre . 595.00 

1903  AU-55  $295;  MS-60  . 550.00 

1905-S  AU-50.  Frosty  and  very  lustrous  with 
beautiful  pastel  rose  and  orange  toning.  Scarce 
issue . . 325.00 


1907  AU-55  . 295.00 


1907- D  MS-63.  Blazing  full  mint  lustre  and  frost 

enhanced  by  a  tinge  of  pale  orange  toning. 
Sharply  struck  and  elusive .  1,250.00 

1908  Liberty.  MS-60.  Satiny  lustre.  Last  year  of  issue 
for  the  Liberty  Head  type . 550.00 

1908  Indian.  AU-55.  First  year  of  issue  for  the  In¬ 

dian  Head  type.  Lustrous  with  pale  orange 
toning . 425.00 

1908- D  EF-45 . 365.00 

1909  AU-55  (PCGS).  Extremely  lustrous  with 

beautiful  rose  toning . 425.00 

1909- D  AU-50  $395;  AU-55  (PCGS)  $425;  AU-58 
(PCGS).  Fully  brilliant  and  lustrous  .  .495.00 


1910  AU-55  $425;  AU-55  (PCGS)  $425;  AU-58 

(PCGS)  $495;  MS-60.  Sharp,  lustrous  and 
attractive . 895.00 

1911  EF-45  $365;  AU-50  $395;  AU-55  .  .  .425.00 
1911-S  VF-30  $249;  EF-45  (PCGS).  Traces  of  mint 


lustre  around  the  periphery.  Toned  pale  gold 


and  sky  blue.  Scarce  issue . 395.00 

1912  AU-50  (PCGS)  $395;  AU-55  $425;  AU-58 

(PCGS).  A  flashy  piece  with  traces  of  russet 
toning . 495.00 

1913  AU-55  $425;  AU-55  (PCGS).  Heavy  mint  frost 

with  traces  of  light  rose  toning  . 425.00 

1914  EF-45  . 365.00 

1915  AU-50  . 395.00 

1916-S  AU-50.  Frosty  and  lustrous  with  tinges  of 

pale  orange  toning . 395.00 


An  Old-Time  Catalogue 

The  following  is  from  D.F.F.: 

“A  couple  weeks  ago  I  bought  one  of  your 
catalogues  published  in  1960.  The  prices  listed  al¬ 
most  make  me  want  to  go  up  to  my  parents  and 
yell  'WHY  DIDN'T  YOU  INVEST  IN  RARE  COINS 
WHEN  YOU  WERE  20  YEARS  OLD!'  In  the  listing 
you  ask  $9,850  for  an  1876-CC  20-cent  piece,  which 
is  now  worth  about  10  times  the  price. 

"I  have  quite  a  few  of  your  books  and  catalogues, 
and  I  enjoy  reading  them  very  much.  I  especially 
enjoyed  the  book  about  Dr.  G.G.  Wilkins  and  his 
strange  activities.  After  I  graduate  from  college  I 
would  like  to  be  a  coin  dealer.  I  should  also  men¬ 
tion  that  I  like  your  column  in  Coin  World,  as  it 
tells  me  the  answers  to  many  questions.  In  your 
Adventures  With  Rare  Coins  book,  I  really  liked  the 
chapter,  'A  Numismatic  Adventure.'  I  am  wonder¬ 
ing  if  you  kept  all  of  your  price  lists,  catalogues, 
and  Rare  Coin  Reviews  from  previous  years.  As  you 
know  (if  you  haven't  just  awakened  from  a  deep 
sleep  of  several  years)  people  are  paying  big  prices 
for  your  early  lists.  As  for  your  recent  Rare  Coin 
Reviews,  clap,  clap." 


An  Exciting  Offering 
of  Indian  Head  Half  Eagles! 


We  recently  purchased  an  attractive  group  of  high-grade  circulated  Indian 
Head  half  eagles.  Each  coin  is  certified  by  PCGS,  and  was  cherry-picked  from 
a  larger  group,  to  insure  that  you  receive  the  very  best  quality  for  the  grade. 
Each  half  eagle  meets  our  rigorous  standards  for  eye  appeal,  strike,  lustre,  and 
technical  grade.  We  offer  two  grades:  AU-55  and  AU-58.  Quantities  are  limited, 
so  order  early! 


■  1909-D  AU-55  . 425.00  ■ 

■  1909-D  AU-58  . 495.00  ■ 


We  have  other  dates  available  as  well,  so  call  us  if  you  don't  see  what  you  want! 
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Eagles 


Extremely  Rare  1803  Eagle 


1803  Breen-1-f.  AU-55.  A  gorgeous  example 
of  this  extremely  rare  Large  Stars  reverse  varie¬ 
ty  which  appeared  only  in  1803  and  1804.  An 
absolutely  beautiful  piece  with  an  extremely 
sharp  strike.  All  of  the  strands  in  Liberty's  hair 
are  sharply  defined,  as  well  as  the  eagle's  breast 
feathers.  The  surfaces  are  quite  reflective  and 
fully  lustrous.  Free  of  the  usual  adjustment 
marks  seen  on  early  gold  and  silver  issues  from 
the  1790s  and  1800s.  Some  light  hairlines  are 
noted  on  the  obverse,  but  do  not  detract  from 
the  overall  eye  appeal  of  the  piece.  An  outstan¬ 
ding  example  of  this  excessively  rare  variety.  For 
the  early  gold  specialist . 7,995.00 


1847  EF-40  $375;  EF-45.  Sharp  and  frosty  with  or¬ 
ange  peripheral  toning . 395.00 

1847-0  EF-45.  Reflective  surfaces  surround  heavi¬ 
ly  frosted  central  devices.  Much  mint  lustre 

showing  through  . 395.00 

1847-0  Double  18.  EF-45.  Frosty  surfaces  are  lightly 
toned  pale  gray  and  peach.  Listed  by  Walter 
Breen  Very  Rare.  An  Uncirculated  specimen 
sold  in  1976  for  $2,800.  This  piece  is  priced  to 
sell  rapidly  at  just . 415.00 

Rare  1849/1848  Overdate  Eagle 


1849/1848  Breen-8.  EF-45.  Distinguishable  as  the 
second  overdate  variety  due  to  the  following 
characteristics:  At  the  left  of  the  9  there  is  much 
evidence  of  the  lower  loop  of  a  8.  Also  a  clear 
indication  of  the  second  overdate  variety  is  the 
die  crack  starting  at  the  rim  and  going  through 
the  tail  of  the  numeral  4  up  to  the  first  curl  on 
Liberty's  neck.  The  piece  exhibits  a  great  deal 
of  original  mint  lustre  and  is  attractive.  A  cou¬ 
ple  tiny  marks  are  noted,  one  above  Liberty's 
ear,  and  one  on  her  cheek.  A  rare  and  desirable 
issue  for  the  specialist . 2,995.00 

1851-0  EF-45  . 395.00 

1852  EF-40.  Pleasing  light  orange  toning.  Heavy 
numerals  variety.  Scarce  in  any  condition.  The 
average  grade  found  for  this  issue  is  VF-30.  An 

underrated  date  in  the  series . 450.00 

1861  EF-45.  Sharply  struck  and  frosty  with  a  whis¬ 
per  of  rose  iridescence . 395.00 


1881-S  AU-55  (PCGS)  $349;  AU-58  (PCGS).  Blaz¬ 
ing  full  mint  frost  highlighted  by  deep  rose 
iridescence . 395.00 

1882  AU-58.  Gorgeous  satiny  mint  lustre  and  frost 
$395;  AU-58  (PCGS).  Reflective  surfaces  sur¬ 
round  fully  frosted  devices . 395.00 

1886-S  EF-40  $295;  AU-58  (PCGS).  Gorgeous  full 
mint  bloom  . 395.00 

1889-S  AU-58  (PCGS) . 395.00 

1891- CC  AU-55.  Frosty  and  fully  lustrous  with  just 

a  trace  of  rub  on  the  highest  points  $525;  MS- 
60  to  63.  Just  a  whisper  from  full  MS-63  preser¬ 
vation  overall.  Sharp,  frosty  and  pleasing  with 
reflective  surfaces . 1,195.00 

1892- 0  MS-60.  Blazing  full  mint  lustre  and  frost. 

Sharply  struck  . 895.00 

1892-S  MS-60  or  better.  This  example  has  gorgeous 
satiny  lustre . 595.00 

1893  AU-55  (PCGS).  Lustrous  $349;  AU-58  (PCGS). 

Frosty  with  pale  orange  and  rose  toning  $395; 
MS-60.  Gorgeous  full  mint  lustre  complements 
satinlike  fields  . 650.00 

1894  AU-58  (PCGS)  $395;  MS-60  . 595.00 

1897  About  Uncirculated-50.  Blazing  mint  bril¬ 
liance  complemented  by  a  whisper  of  rose  ton¬ 
ing  $375;  MS-60  to  63 . 750.00 

1898- S  EF-40  . 359.00 

1899  AU-55  (PCGS)  $349;  About  Uncirculated-58 

(PCGS)  $395;  MS-60.  Exceptional  satiny  lustre 
$650;  MS-60/63  . 750.00 

1899- S  AU-50.  Reflective  surfaces  complement  blaz¬ 
ing  full  mint  frost . 375.00 

1900  AU-58  (PCGS).  Just  a  whisper  from  full  Mint 

State  preservation . 395.00 

1901  About  Uncirculated-58  (PCGS)  $395;  MS-60 

$650;  MS-60/63  $750;  MS-60  to  63.  Sharp, 
lustrous  and  frosty . 775.00 

1901- S  VF-30.  Beautiful  orange  and  rose  toning  over 

pleasing,  problem-free  surfaces  $279;  AU-58. 
$425;  MS-60  $650;  MS-60/63.  Blazing  mint 
brilliance . 750.00 

1902- S  MS-60.  Blazing  full  mint  lustre  complements 

sharply  struck  devices  . 675.00 

1903- S  MS-60  to  63.  Exceptional  eye  appeal.  This 

coin  is  free  of  problem  marks  and  scratches  and 
is  fully  lustrous . 795.00 

1904- 0  AU-58  (PCGS).  A  gorgeous  piece  with  vir¬ 
tually  mark-free  surfaces,  save  for  a  tiny  mark 
beneath  the  eagle's  right  wing.  Beautiful  golden 
yellow  lustre  over  satin  I  ike  surfaces  .  .425.00 

1905  AU-55  $395;  AU-58  $425;  MS-60.  Very  reflec¬ 
tive  surfaces  surround  heavily  frosted  devices. 
A  pleasing  piece  . 695.00 

1906-D  About  Uncirculated-55  (PCGS)  $359;  AU- 
58  (PCGS)  . 389.00 

1907  Liberty.  About  Uncirculated-58  (PCGS)  $395; 

MS-60  $675;  MS-60/63.  Gorgeous  original  mint 
lustre.  Last  year  of  issue  for  the  Liberty  Head 
series . 795.00 

INDIAN  HEAD  TYPE 

1908  With  Motto.  AU-55.  A  very  attractive  piece 
with  virtually  immaculate  surfaces.  If  not  for  a 
trace  of  light  rub  on  the  eagle's  feathers,  this  coin 
would  probably  grade  MS-63  or  better.  The  coin 


is  fully  lustrous,  and  exhibits  a  nice  strike. 
Popular  piece  for  a  type  collection  .  .695.00 

1910  AU-50.  Frosty  and  lustrous  with  tinges  of  rose 

toning . 675.00 

1911  About  Uncirculated-50.  $675;  AU-55  Blazing 

full  mint  frost . 695.00 

1912  AU-55  . 695.00 

1913  AU-50  $675;  AU-55  . 695.00 


1914  EF-40  $595;  AU-50.  Lustrous  with  deep  orange 

and  rose  toning.  A  few  tiny  marks  noted  on  the 
obverse . 675.00 

1914-D  AU-50  $650;  AU-58.  Blazing  full  mint 
bloom.  Nice  eye  appeal . 750.00 

1915  AU-50  . 675.00 

1926  About  Uncirculated-50  $675;  AU-55. 

Breathtaking  full  mint  frost.  A  small  bagmark 
noted  on  Liberty's  cheek . 695.00 


1932  AU-55  $695;  MS-60.  A  pleasing,  fully  lustrous 
piece  which  would  make  an  attractive  addition 
to  an  Uncirculated  type  set . 895.00 

Double  Eagles 

The  following  listing  of  double  eagles 
contains  an  outstanding  assortment  of 
scarce  and  rare  issues.  We  have  a  par¬ 
ticularly  extensive  offering  of  high-quality 
Carson  City  Mint  issues  which  are  sure 
to  please.  Review  the  items  carefully,  as 
many  interesting  and  new  items  have 
been  added. 

1850  Open  5.  EF-40.  Variety  with  Thin  numerals 
and  broken  A  in  STATES  on  the  reverse.  Very 
lustrous  with  a  strong  strike.  Traces  of  wear  visi¬ 
ble  in  the  curls  of  Liberty's  hair.  Light  peripheral 

toning  . 775.00 

1850  Closed  5.  EF-45.  Variety  with  normal  A  in 
STATES.  Sharply  struck  with  nice  detail  visible. 
Lustrous  and  enhanced  by  whispers  of  peach 
iridescence . 850.00 

1850- 0  VF-30.  A  lustrous  example  for  VF-30  preser¬ 

vation.  The  surfaces  are  mark-free  and  pleasing. 
Just  141,000  pieces  struck . 950.00 

1851- 0  VF-30  $795;  Extremely  Fine-40.  Toned 

warm  gray  throughout  over  somewhat  lustrous 
surfaces  . 995.00 

1852  EF-45.  Pleasing  satiny  lustre.  The  central 

devices  are  well  struck.  A  desirable  example  of 
the  Type  I  variety . 850.00 

1852- 0  EF-40  $995;  EF-45.  An  extremely  attractive 
example  with  heavily  frosted  devices  surround¬ 
ed  by  lustrous  fields  enhanced  by  a  whisper  of 
rose  toning.  A  sharply  struck  example,  which 
is  unusual  for  this  particular  issue,  as  most  sur¬ 
vivors  are  found  with  soft  strikes  .  .  .  1,095.00 

1853  Extremely  Fine-45.  Frosty  with  pale  rose  and 

gray  highlights . 850.00 

1854  EF-40.  Repunched  54  in  the  date.  Listed  as 

Breen  7167.  Scarce  $795;  EF-45.  Frosty,  lustrous 
and  attractively  toned  light  rose . 850.00 

1856  EF-45.  Extremely  lustrous  for  an  EF-45  exam¬ 
ple.  Pleasing  frosty  central  devices.  .  .850.00 

1856-S  EF-40  $795;  AU-55.  Full  original  mint  frost 
with  mottled  pale  gray  toning.  Extremely  sharply 
struck . 995.00 

1857  EF-45.  A  very  attractive  piece  with  mirrored, 

fully  lustrous  surfaces  surrounding  heavily 
frosted  central  devices.  Sharp  and  eye-appealing. 
A  nice  coin  for  the  type . 850.00 
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Rare  1857-0  Double  Eagle 


1857-0  EF-45.  A  fully  brilliant,  sharply  struck 
example  of  this  rare  issue.  Just  30,000  pieces 
were  minted.  Most  pieces  survive  weakly  struck, 
but  this  one  has  quite  nice  detail.  The  mintmark 
is  soft,  but  is  typical  for  the  issue.  The  average 
of  extant  pieces  is  VF-35.  This  coin  is  a  very 
strong  example  of  the  issue . 2,250.00 


185 7- S  EF-45  . 695.00 

1858- 0  EF-45.  Another  rare  New  Orleans  Mint  issue 

which  is  considered  by  David  Akers  as  rare  in 
any  condition., A  sharp,  well-struck  example. 
Unfortunately,  this  piece  was  cleaned  at  one 
time,  but  all  the  details  are  very  strong  and  the 
piece  is  beginning  to  take  on  a  trace  of  pale  or¬ 
ange  toning . 1,150.00 

1861  AU-55  (PCGS).  A  blazing,  fully  lustrous  piece 
with  superb  eye  appeal.  The  central  devices  are 
sharp  and  exhibit  full  mint  frost . 995.00 


1866  With  Motto.  AU-50.  A  very,  very  lustrous  piece 

with  frosty,  satinlike  surfaces.  Pleasing  with 
outstanding  eye  appeal .  1,295.00 

1867  AU-58  (PCGS).  A  breathtakingly  beautiful 
piece  with  full  mint  frost  throughout.  The  coin 
is  enhanced  by  a  trace  of  gorgeous  pale  rose 
iridescence.  Although  this  is  not  a  particularly 
rare  issue,  it  is  still  difficult  to  find  one  this  nice. 
This  would  make  an  outstanding,  affordable 


piece  for  a  high-quality  type  set  ...  .995.00 
1867-S  EF-45  . 850.00 


1872-CC  VF-30.  A  fully  brilliant  example  with  hints 
of  mint  lustre  in  protected  areas.  A  small  mark 
is  noted  near  Liberty's  nose  on  the  obverse.  Just 


U.S.  Gold  Coins 


26,900  pieces  struck.  A  scarce  and  very 
desirable  Carson  City  Mint  issue  .  .  .  1,150.00 

1873- S  Open  3.  EF-45.  Very  lustrous  .  .  .  .975.00 

1874- CC  EF40.  Pleasing  satiny  lustre  complemented 

by  pale  orange  iridescence  . 850.00 

1873-S  Closed  3.  EF-45.  Sharp  and  very,  very  lustrous 
with  pleasing,  problem-free  surfaces.  Outstan¬ 
ding  eye  appeal . 995.00 

1875- CC  EF-40.  Variety  with  mintmark  closely  spac¬ 

ed.  Frosty  and  lustrous  with  a  trace  of  peripheral 
rose  toning  on  the  reverse . 825.00 


1876- CC  AU-50.  A  pleasing,  problem-free  example 

of  this  popular  Carson  City  Mint  issue. 
Somewhat  softly  struck  in  the  hair  detail  on  the 
obverse . 1,050.00 

1877- CC  EF-45.  An  extremely  attractive,  frosty  piece 

with  beautiful  violet  and  rose  toning  on  the 
obverse . 995.00 

1880-S  EF-45  . 625.00 


1883- CC  About  Uncirculated-55.  A  gorgeous  piece 

with  reflective,  satiny  surfaces  surrounding 
heavily  frosted  central  devices.  The  piece  is 
enhanced  by  a  tinge  of  rose  and  pale  orange 
toning.  Scarce  and  highly  desirable  in  this  state 
of  preservation . 1,395.00 

1884- CC  EF-40.  Blazing  mint  brilliance  and  frost 
complemented  by  rose  highlights  .  .  .895.00 

1885- S  AU-58.  Just  a  whisper  from  full  Uncirculat¬ 

ed  preservation.  Sharp,  fully  lustrous  and  ex¬ 
tremely  attractive . 775.00 


1889-CC  AU-50.  A  sharp,  fully  frosty  example  of 
this  scarce  and  desirable  issue.  Considered  very 
rare  in  AU  condition  by  Walter  Breen  in  his 
Complete  Encyclopedia  of  United  States  and 
Colonial  Coins.  Just  30,945  pieces  were  struck. 

Call  quickly  on  this  beauty . 1,250.00 

1889-S  EF-40  $500;  MS-60.  Breathtakingly  beautiful 
satiny  lustre.  Superb  eye  appeal  with  no  prob¬ 
lem  areas . 895.00 

1890  MS-60.  Sharp,  frosty  and  exhibiting  full  mint 
bloom.  This  is  a  pleasing  piece  for  a  type 
collection . 995.00 


1892-CC  AU-55.  A  very  scarce  Carson  City  Mint 
issue  with  a  total  mintage  of  27,265  pieces.  Most 
survivors  are  found  in  EF-45  condition.  This  is 
a  superb  example  of  the  issue  with  reflective  sur¬ 
faces  exhibiting  full  mint  lustre  and  surround¬ 
ing  sharply  struck,  frosty  devices.  Traces  of  light 
mottled  toning  are  visible  on  the  reverse.  Superb 
eye  appeal . 1,500.00 

1892-S  AU-55.  Gorgeous  satiny  lustre.  Very,  very  few 
marks  visible . 650.00 

1904-S  MS-60.  Pleasing  satiny  lustre  .  .  .  .795.00 

1895  AU-58  $645;  MS-60  .  795.00 

1895- S  AU-55.  Blazing  full  mint  bloom  with  a  hint 

of  light  orange  toning  . 595.00 

1896  MS-60 . 695.00 

1896- S  MS-60.  This  example  has  blazing  full  mint 

brilliance . 795.00 

1897  MS-63.  Gorgeous  original  mint  frost  and  lus¬ 
tre.  Very  sharply  struck  . 1,695.00 

1898-S  MS-60.  Pleasing  satiny  surfaces.  An  eye- 
appealing  piece . 795.00 

1899  MS-60 . 795.00 

1900  MS-63.  An  exceptional  piece  with  superb,  vir¬ 

tually  mark-free  surfaces.  The  coin  is  strictly 
original  with  gorgeous  fully  lustrous  surfaces 
enhanced  by  rose  toning . 1,450.00 


A  FINE  COLLECTION 
IS  YOUR  BEST  INVESTMENT 
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SPECIAL  OFFER 


"I'm  offering  you  first  pick  from  our 


A  personal  message 
from  Thomas  ].  Becker, 
Senior  Numismatist 

Our  many  regular  customers 
know  that  there  are  some 
truly  extraordinary  values 
currently  available  in  PCGS  and  NGC 
graded  coins!  Our  many  repeat 
customers  who  order  special  packages 
of  these  coins  know,  first  hand,  that  the 
standardization  and  consistent  technical 
grading  that  both  of  these  services  offer 
is  a  good  starting  point,  but  hardly  the 
final  word.  Isn't  one  PCGS  or  NGC 
grade  MS-63  Morgan  dollar  the  equal 
of  any  other  MS-63  Morgan  dollar  they 
have  graded?  Chances  are  good  that  if 
you  asked  this  question  of  any  of  our 
regular  package  buyers,  the  answer 
would  be  "absolutely  not!" 

At  Bowers  and  Merena  Galleries  we 
purchase  coins  by  an  old-fashioned  and 
time-tested  method.  First,  we  must  like 
the  coin  in  question.  If  it  is  both  pleas¬ 
ing  and  attractive,  then  we  give  con¬ 
sideration  to  the  technical  grade.  Both 
PCGS  and  NGC  skillfully  address  the 
question  of  technical  grade  alone. 

MS-63  PCGS  and  NGC  graded  coins 
may  have  unattractive  toning,  an 
average  or  flat  strike,  and  perhaps  a  bag 
mark  or  other  flaw  in  the  most  detrac¬ 
ting  of  locations,  yet  they  may  still  war¬ 
rant  the  technical  grade  of  MS-63. 

While  such  coins  may  be  found  in 
PCGS  and  NGC  holders,  they  are  not 
found  in  the  Bowers  and  Merena  coins 
I  am  now  offering  to  you! 

Every  day  I  buy  coins  for  our  inven¬ 
tory,  and  every  day  I  am  in  contact  with 
customers  who  purchase  special 
packages  of  coins  selected  from  these 
same  new  purchases.  If  you  ask  me, 
there  is  no  better  way  to  buy  coins  and 
add  value  to  your  collection! 


THOMAS  J.  BECKER 


Here  is  how  our  package  offers  work. 

You  may  select  one  or  more  packages 
from  the  popular  categories  listed 
below,  or  I  can  work  with  you  directly 
and  assemble  a  customized  package 
that  best  fits  your  needs  and  interests. 
While  I  make  the  initial  selections,  you, 
the  customer,  must  be  delighted  with 
every  coin  you  receive!  You  have  30 
days  to  determine  whether  this  package 
is  ideal  for  you,  and  you  may  return  all 
or  part  of  the  package  if  it  is  not  exact¬ 
ly  what  you  hoped  it  would  be! 

Remember,  I  am  an  old-fashioned 
buyer  and  am  very  "fussy"  concerning 
aesthetic  appeal.  This  really  works  to 
your  advantage.  I  urge  you  to  try  one  of 
these  packages.  I'm  sure  you  will  be 
delighted! 

PACKAGE  SPECIALS 

When  it  comes  to  beauty,  collectibili¬ 
ty,  and  value,  it  is  hard  to  beat  the 
always-popular  Morgan  dollar  series. 

Each  of  the  coins  in  this  package  will 
be  graded  MS-63  or  MS-64  by  either 
PCGS  or  NGC  and,  just  as  importantly, 
by  Bowers  and  Merena  Galleries!  The 
dates  will  be  of  our  choice,  and  we 
will  include  some  of  our  personal 
favorites,  coins  which,  in  our  opinion, 


are  currently  underrated  and  thus 
undervalued.  Each  coin  will  be  dif¬ 
ferent,  and  each  is  guaranteed  to 
please.  We  have  "cherry  picked"  these 
for  their  outstanding  eye  appeal,  so  that 
you  will  receive  superb  coins! 

■  Morgan  Package  1:  At  least  $1,050  tc 

$1,100  worth  of  coins  at  our  regular 
prices  for  only . $1,000.0( 

■  Morgan  Package  2:  At  least  $2,625 

to  $2,750  worth  of  coins  at  our  regular 
prices  for  only . $2,500.0( 

■  Morgan  Package  3:  At  least  $5,250 

to  $5,500  worth  of  coins  at  our  regular 
prices  for  only . $5,000.0( 

■  Morgan  Package  4:  At  least  $10,500 

to  $11,000  worth  of  coins  at  our  regular 

prices  for  only . $10,000.0( 

PCGS  OR  NGC  GRADED 
COMMEMORATIVE  HALF 
DOLLAR  PACKAGES 

At  Bowers  and  Merena  Galleries,  we 
are  always  very,  very  selective  buyers.  It 
is  hard  work,  but  we  carefully  examine 
every  coin  we  purchase — even  if  it  has 
been  graded  previously  by  a  reliable 
and  well-respected  grading  service.  Or¬ 
der  one  of  these  "winner"  Com¬ 
memorative  Packages  and  you  will  be 
delighted!  We  will  choose  the  types 
and  assemble  a  diversified  package 
without  duplication.  Any  of  these 
packages  will  bring  a  smile  to  your  face 
from  the  moment  you  open  it! 

■  Commemorative  Package  5:  At  least 

$1,050  to  $1,100  worth  of  coins  at  our 
regular  prices  for  only  . $1,000.0( 

■  Commemorative  Package  6:  At  least 

$2,625  to  $2,750  worth  of  coins  at  our 
regular  prices  for  only . $2,500.0( 

■  Commemorative  Package  7:  At  least 

$5,250  to  $5,500  worth  of  coins  at  our 
regular  prices  for  only . $5,000.0C 

■  Commemorative  Package  8:  At  least 

$10,500  to  $11,000  worth  of  coins  at  oui 
regular  prices  for  only . $10,000.0( 
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purchases  of  PCGS  and  NGC  coins!" 


FOR  THE  INVESTOR 


PCGS  OR  NGC 
COMBINATION  PACKAGES 

DF  MORGAN  DOLLARS, 

COMMEMORATIVE  HALF  DOLLARS , 

\ND  LIBERTY  WALKING  HALF  DOLLARS 

High-quality  pieces,  from  each  of 
hese  very  popular  American  coins  se- 
ies.  Again,  our  package  will  contain 
beautiful  coins  (date  of  our  choice), 
-elected  by  our  “picky"  buyers  and 
>raded  MS-63  and  MS-64. 

■  Combination  Package  9:  At  least 

>1,050  to  $1,100  worth  of  coins  at  our 
egular  prices  for  only . $1,000.00 

■  Combination  Package  10:  At  least 

?2,625  to  $2,750  worth  of  coins  at  our 
egular  prices  for  only . $2,500.00 

■  Combination  Package  11:  At  least 

>5,250  to  $5,500  worth  of  coins  at  our 
egular  prices  for  only . $5,000.00 

■  Combination  Package  12:  At  least 

>10,500  to  $11,000  worth  of  coins  at  our 
egular  prices  for  only . $10,000.00 

PCGS  OR  NGC 
GOLD  COIN  PACKAGES 

What  a  simply  beautiful  selection  of 
:oins  this  promises  to  be!  We  pick  the 
'cream"  from  across  the  country  and 
hen  assemble  a  diverse  selection  in  a 
^reat  package.  Every  coin  will  be  grad¬ 
ed  MS-60  or  better. 

■  Gold  Package  13:  At  least  $5,250  to 

55,500  worth  of  coins  at  our  regular 
arices  for  only  _ . $5,000.00 

■  Gold  Package  14:  At  least  $10,500  to 

511,000  worth  of  coins  at  our  regular 
arices  for  only . $10,000.00 

THE  PCGS  OR  NGC 
CUSTOM  PACKAGE 

Call  me  today  and  let's  design  a 
aackage  that  is  just  right  for  you.  Our 
generous  5%  to  10%  package  discount 
epresents  an  outstanding  value!  I  will 


work  with  you  and  choose  outstanding 
coins  from  our  new  purchases.  This  is 
your  opportunity  to  assemble  the  coins 
you  want  in  the  superb  condition  you 
demand! 

■  Custom  Package  15:  At  least  $1,050 

to  $1,100  worth  of  coins  at  our  regular 
prices  for  only . $1,000.00 

■  Custom  Package  16:  At  least  1,625  to 

$2,750  worth  of  coins  at  our  regular 
prices  for  only . $2,500.00 

■  Custom  Package  17:  At  least  $5,250 

to  $5,500  worth  of  coins  at  our  regular 

prices  for  only  . $5,000.00 

■  Custom  Package  18:  At  least  $10,500 

to  $11,000  worth  of  coins  al  our  regular 
prices  for  only . $10,000.00 


If  you  are  more  interested  in  rare  coin 
investments  than  forming  a  specific  col¬ 
lection,  then  I  have  a  special  service 
available  to  you.  As  the  Senior  Numis¬ 
matist  at  Bowers  and  Merena  Galleries, 

I  am  constantly  being  offered  "deals"  of 
PCGS  and  NGC  graded  coins  from  a 
wide  variety  of  sources.  Obviously,  I 
never  know  what  type  of  coins  will  be 
offered  during  any  telephone  conversa¬ 
tion,  but  every  business  day  something 
neat  and  interesting  comes  my  way.  If 
you  are  serious  about  coins  and  want 
to  get  in  on  all  the  action  and  excep¬ 
tional  opportunities,  then  give  me  a 
call. 

Bowers  and  Merena  Galleries  is  one 
of  the  most  respected  and  active  rare 
coin  firms  in  the  world,  and  I'm  sitting 
right  in  the  middle  of  the  action! 

Let's  talk!  There  are  plenty  of  oppor¬ 
tunities,  and  absolutely  no  obligation  to 
you. 
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U.S.  Gold  Coins 


1402  AU-55.  An  extremely  scarce  issue  from  the 
20th  century . 795.00 


1903  MS-60  $795;  MS-63.  Blazing  mint  brilliance 
and  frost.  Exceptional  eye  appeal  .  .  1,695.00 

1903- S  AU-55.  Blazing  lustre  over  highly  reflective 

surfaces.  Extremely  attractive . 625.00 

1904  AU-58  $695;  MS-63  $1,295;  MS-63.  Deep  mir¬ 

rored,  prooflike  surfaces  with  some  light  orange 
highlights . 1,295.00 

1904- S  AU-55  $595;  MS-63  . 1,395.00 


Mike  Janssen  Remembers 

The  following  letter  was  recently  received  and 
transmits  some  interesting  information: 

"I  spent  a  couple  of  enjoyable  evenings  reading 
your  Numismatist's  Bedside  Companion.  Over  the 
years  I've  always  enjoyed  reading  about  the  'good 
old  days'  in  numismatics.  I  have  been  lucky  enough 
to  know  quite  a  few  people  who  started  out  col¬ 
lecting  back  in  the  1920s  and  1930s. 

“Over  the  years  I  have  read  on  a  number  of  oc¬ 
casions  that  the  1955  Doubled  Die  1-cent  pieces 
were  not  to  be  found  in  original  bank  wrapped  rolls. 
The  following  may  interest  you.  You  may  remember 
that  Uncirculated  rolls  were  'hot'  in  1960.  The  Small 
Date  cents,  1955-S  cents,  and  1950-D  nickels  were 
all  very  popular.  The  1960  Philadelphia  Mint  nickels 
had  not  been  struck  in  large  quantities  yet,  and  were 
being  compared  to  the  1950-D.  A  friend  of  mine 
from  Sacramento,  California  wired  money  all  over 
the  United  States  in  an  attempt  to  obtain  some  of 
them. 

“A  dealer  friend  of  mine  had  a  need  for  a  few 
rolls  of  1955  Philadelphia  cents  for  a  customer  of 
his.  He  bought  a  few  rolls  from  his  partner,  and  was 
a  little  irritated  when  the  partner  charged  him  $5 
per  roll — just  about  the  retail  price  at  the  time.  For 
some  reason  he  decided  to  search  the  rolls  for  Dou¬ 
bled  Dies.  He  found  10  or  so.  I  saw  them  and  they 
were  the  real  thing.  The  color  of  the  Doubled  Dies 
was  similar  to  the  color  of  the  other  coins  in  the 
rolls,  so  I  have  no  doubt  that  they  came  from  the 
same  rolls.  My  dealer  friend  was  delighted  at  his 
good  luck.  His  partner  was  not  delighted. 

“Again,  I  want  to  thank  you  for  your  fine  publica¬ 
tions." 


Great  Books  for  Sale! 

See  our  book  section  in  this  issue 
for  some  really  great  buys  on  interesting 
and  valuable  reference  books.  There  is  no 
substitute  for  knowledge,  as  they  say! 


1905-S  MS-60.  Breathtakingly  beautiful  satiny  lus¬ 


tre  with  gorgeous  rose  highlights  .  .  .  .895.00 
1907-D  AU-50  $625;  AU-55.  Sharp  and  frosty  with 

nice  eye  appeal . 695.00 

1907-S  VF-30.  A  pleasing,  problem-free  example  of 
this  last  year  of  issue . 525.00 


SAINT-GAUDENS  TYPE 

1908-D  No  Motto.  AU-55.  A  gorgeous,  satiny  and 
heavily  frosted  piece  with  exceptional  eye  ap¬ 
peal.  Important  as  a  type . 895.00 

1909/8  EF-45.  Reflective  surfaces  add  to  the  overall 

appeal  of  this  scarce  variety . 895.00 

1910-D  MS-63.  Very  sharply  struck  and  extremely 
attractive.  The  surfaces  are  fully  lustrous  and 
satinlike  and  complement  the  heavily  frosted 

central  devices . 1,495.00 

1910-S  MS-63.  Breathtakingly  beautiful  satiny  full 
mint  frost  on  the  central  devices  and  the  fields. 
The  only  mark  worth  mentioning  is  on  Liber¬ 
ty's  left  knee,  but  is  well  concealed.  Elusive  in 
this  superb  state  of  preservation  .  .  .  1,995.00 


A  Commentary  on  1857  Half  Cents 

Reader  P.E.M.  points  out  that  we  didn't  em¬ 
phasize  the  true  rarity  of  the  1857  half  cent  in  a 
recent  listing: 

I  am  writing  concerning  a  comment  by  you  in 
the  autumn  1988  issue  of  the  Rare  Coin  Review  No. 
70,  page  19,  middle  column,  last  paragraph,  “For 
example,  take  the  1857  half  cent,  of  which  35,180 
business  strikes  are  believed  to  have  been  made  (per 
mint  records  for  business  strikes)  plus  perhaps  50 
Proofs  (a  guess)/' 

I  consider  this  to  be  an  incomplete  thought.  You 
wrote  in  the  Norweb  Collection  catalogue,  Part  I, 
Lot  140:  “James  Ross  Snowden,  Director  of  the 
Mint,  noted:  '[these]  were  nearly  all  retained  in  the 
Mint,  and  subsequently  melted  up.'  The  date  1857 
is  far  scarcer  than  generally  realized,  although  as 
the  Guide  Book  and  other  popular  references  do 
not  note  the  melting  of  the  mintages,  the  rarity  has 
gone  largely  unnoticed." 

This  melting  is  also  referred  to  by  Roger  Cohen 
and  Walter  Breen,  with  both  giving  the  coin  a  rari¬ 
ty  rating  of  2,  uncommon  (501  to  1,250  known). 

I  hope  you  do  not  take  offense  at  this  observa¬ 
tion.  I  am  only  a  small  time  collector.  What  I  know 
with  respect  to  numismatics  is  largely  the  result  of 
reading  your  wonderful  catalogues.  Keep  up  the 
good  work. 


surfaces  complemented  by  a  tinge  of  rose  and 
light  orange  toning.  Quite  scarce  .  .  1,695.00 

1913- S  AU-55.  Sharp  and  fully  lustrous  with  a  strong 

strike  and  a  great  deal  of  original  mint  lustre 
throughout.  The  1913-S  has  the  third  lowest 
mintage  in  the  entire  Saint-Gaudens  series  with 
just  34,000  pieces  struck . 1,125.00 

1914- D  About  Uncirculated-55.  Breathtaking  full 

mint  brilliance . 895.00 

1915- S  MS-63.  A  gorgeous,  fully  lustrous  example 

of  the  issue . 1,695.00 

1924  MS-63.  Pleasing  satinlike  lustre  .  .  1,495.00 

1925  MS-60 . 895.00 

1927  MS-60  $895;  MS-63.  Exceptional  eye  appeal. 

This  piece  exhibits  superb  original  mint  lustre. 
Two  tiny  marks  in  the  obverse  field  are  noted 
for  accuracy . 1,495.00 

1928  MS-63.  A  superb  example  of  the  issue  with 
subdued  natural  mint  frost  highlighted  by  deep 
golden  and  yellow  iridescence  ....  1,495.00 


Grading,  Treasure,  and  Other  Topics 

The  following  is  from  reader  S.L.: 

"As  you  devoted  an  entire  chapter  in  your  book, 
The  Numismatist's  Bedside  Companion,  to  'The 
Money  Pit,'  I've  known  about  your  long-standing 
interest  concerning  Oak  Island,  the  site  of  the  pur¬ 
ported  fabulous  treasure  in  Nova  Scotia.  As  I  once 
mentioned  to  you  by  letter,  I  have  been  involved 
in  the  ongoing  assault  on  this  modern  day  treas¬ 
ure  hunt  being  conducted  continually  with  hopes 
of  having  its  mysterious  secrets  resolved  in  the  not 
too  distant  future.  I  have  recently  been  told  by  the 
project  manager  that,  indeed,  massive  plans  are  be¬ 
ing  contemplated  now  for  a  major  attempt  which 
may  solve  the  intriguing  questions  and  riddles 
secreted  by  Oak  Island  for  the  past  193  years. 

“Therefore,  Dave,  it  gives  me  great  pleasure  to 
send  you  a  copy  of  the  June  1988  issue  of  Smithso¬ 
nian  magazine,  which  features  an  outstanding  ar¬ 
ticle  written  by  Douglas  Preston  about  Oak  Island, 
and  is  replete  with  many  photographs.  Darcy 
O'Connor  has  now  completed  writing  a  second 
book  titled  The  Big  Dig,  which  should  be  available 
in  bookstores  later  on  this  year.  I  hope  you  will  ac¬ 
cept  the  enclosed  and  enjoy  reading  it  with  my 
compliments.  Should  anything  important  or  exciting 
materialize  in  the  near  future  in  regards  to  the  'hunt,' 

I  will  be  sure  to  keep  you  posted. 

“Here's  wishing  you  and  your  firm  much  success 
on  your  latest  auction,  which  I  see  by  the  calendar 
begins  on  the  day  I  write  this  letter.  Hopefully  I, 
too,  will  be  successful  on  some  of  the  lots  I  sub¬ 
mitted  bids  on. 

"Walter  Breen's  latest  book,  which  you  have  been 
promoting  and  which  I  acquired  a  copy  of  from  your 
firm,  is  just  marvelous,  FANTASTIC!!! 

“You  might  find  the  following  interesting.  In  1982 
I  purchased  a  certain  coin  from  a  dealer.  The  coin 
came  with  ANACS  papers  of  the  same  year  and  was 
graded  MS-60  to  63.  I  personally  graded  the  coin 
MS-62/62  and  earlier  this  year  sent  it  in  to  [a  well- 
known  professional  grading  service].  The  coin  was 
'slabbed'  at  AU-58.  I  broke  the  coin  out  of  the 
holder  and  sold  it  someone  else  as  MS-62.  He  then 
submitted  the  coin  back  to  the  same  professional 
grading  service  which  had  graded  it  at  AU-58  for 
me,  and  six  months  later  that  same  service  sent  it 
back  as  MS-62!  So  much  for  the  statement:  'We  have 
solved  the  grading  problem.'  Ha!" 
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Commemorative 
Silver  Coins 

We  are  pleased  to  offer  a  superb  selec¬ 
tion  of  commemorative  half  dollars.  In¬ 
cluded  within  this  listing  are  many  pieces 
in  outstanding  condition  that  we  have  not 
offered  for  quite  some  time.  Of  particular 
note  is  the  MS-63  Isabella  quarter,  the 
1921  Alabama  2x2  in  MS-63  condition, 
the  Gem  1936  Albany,  an  outstanding 
Gem  Uncirculated  1922  Grant  With  Star 
(certified  by  PCGS!),  a  beautiful  1936-S 
Oregon  in  MS-64  condition,  and  the 
ever-popular  and  elusive  1935  Spanish 
Trail  in  Uncirculated  condition.  Also 
within  this  listing  you  will  find  scarce 


issues  in  high  circulated  as  well  as  Un¬ 
circulated  grades.  We  encourage  you  to 
review  the  listing  carefully  as  there  are 
a  great  number  of  new  purchases  that 
have  not  been  previously  advertised. 


1893  Isabella  quarter.  AU-50.  We  have  two  pieces 
available,  one  with  gorgeous  deep  iridescent 
toning,  the  other  is  mostly  brilliant  with  sharp 
strike  $365;  AU-55.  Sharp  and  lustrous  with  nice 


SAN  DIEGO 

COMMEMORATIVE  HALE  [)OLLAR  SPECIAL 


In  these  days  of  great 
demand  and  short 
supply,  locating  top 
quality  silver  com¬ 
memorative  half  dollars 
is  a  very  difficult  task. 
Imagine  our  delight 
when,  on  a  recent  buy¬ 
ing  trip,  we  were  offered 
a  neat  little  “hoard"  of 
brilliant  and  frosty  San 
Diego  half  dollars,  each 
recently  graded  by 
PCGS! 

Naturally,  we  jumped 
at  the  chance  to  acquire 
these  coins!  It  has  been 
a  long  time  since  we 
have  seen  a  “deal"  to 
match  this  group,  and 
we  have  never  seen  a 
finer  group  of  the 
popular  and  affordable 
San  Diego  issue.  These 
coins,  designed  by 
Robert  Aitken,  were  pro¬ 
duced  as  souvenirs  for 
the  California-Pacific  In¬ 
ternational  Exposition, 
held  in  San  Diego,  Cali¬ 
fornia,  beginning  in 
1935.  The  first  issue  of 
250,000  coins  was 
struck  at  the  San  Fran¬ 
cisco  Mint,  and  proved 
to  be  far  in  excess  of  de¬ 
mand.  Consequently, 
180,000  1935- S  coins 


SPN  DIEGG  50cjj 

MS64 


1 9  3  6  -  D 

09  372 . 64/9  0336 08 

_ _ _ _ _ .  .  ■•.*-*!  s 


1935- S  San  Diego  commemorative  half  dollars. 

MS-64  PCGS . 245.00 

MS-65  PCGS . 475.00 

1936- D  San  Diego  commemorative  half  dollars. 

MS-64  PCGS . 269.00 

MS-65  PCGS . 549.00 

Package  Special  #1.  One  of  each  date,  MS-64.  A 

regular  $514  value  for  just . 495.00 

Package  Special  #2.  One  of  each  date,  MS-65.  A 
regular  $1,024  value  for  just  . 995.00 


were  melted  under  the 
Recoinage  Act  of  May  6, 
1936,  and  the  silver  used 
to  produce  1936  dated 
coins  at  the  Denver 
Mint.  The  final  net  min¬ 
tages  totaled  70,132 
1935-S  coins,  and  30,092 
dated  1936-D. 

The  coins  we  offer 
have  been  graded  by 
PCGS  and  sealed  in 
their  holders.  Best  of  all, 
they  are  far  better  than 
usually  encountered  for 
this  issue— and  represent 
a  special  opportunity  for 
the  collector  who  wants 
only  the  finest  quality 
commemorative  coins! 

Because  of  the  low  re¬ 
lief  design  of  these 
coins,  they  are  often 
found  with  scuffs  and 
bag  marks.  All  of  the 
coins  offered  here  are 
blemish-free  and  exhibit 
great  lustre  and  frosty 
brilliance.  Very  few  San 
Diego  half  dollars  in  ex¬ 
istence  will  meet  or  ex¬ 
ceed  the  quality  of  the 
coins  offered  here! 

Act  quickly  to  acquire 
one  or  more  of  the 
following  San  Diego 
commemorative  half 
dollars! 


central  device  detail  visible  $425;  MS-60.  Brilliant 
and  lustrous  $650;  MS-63.  A  gorgeous  piece 
with  pleasing  original  mint  lustre  toned  pearl- 
gray,  rose,  and  golden-orange.  The  fields  are  very 
attractive  and  problem-free.  A  superb  example 
of  this  scarce  and  important  issue  .  1,295.00 
1900  Lafayette  dollar.  EF-45.  Mostly  brilliant  with 
a  trace  of  peripheral  champagne  toning  $349; 
AU-50.  Brilliant  and  sharp  $395;  AU-55. 
Lustrous  and  lightly  toned.  Attractive  and 
problem-free  $495;  AU-58.  just  a  whisper  from 
full  Uncirculated  preservation.  Fully  lustrous 
and  quite  attractive . 795.00 


1921  Alabama  2x2.  Very  Fine-20  $95;  AU-58.  A 
gorgeous  piece  with  superb  satinlike  lustre 
enhanced  by  deep  golden  and  russet  toning.  Just 
a  trace  of  light  rub  keeps  this  from  MS-60  or 
better  $325;  MS-60  to  63.  A  beautiful  coin  with 
outstanding  full  mint  brilliance  and  superb  sat¬ 
iny  surfaces.  A  couple  of  small  scratches  on  the 
obverse  keep  this  coin  in  the  MS-60  to  63 
classification.  A  pleasing  example  of  this  elusive 
issue  $495;  MS-63.  A  breathtakingly  beautiful 
problem-free  example  of  this  popular  and  scarce 
issue.  Fully  lustrous  with  just  a  tinge  of  pale 
golden  toning.  Free  of  detracting  digs  and  scrat¬ 
ches.  An  extremely  pleasing  piece  for  a  high- 

quality  commemorative  set  . 875.00 

1921  Alabama.  Plain.  EF-40.  Pearl-gray  and  gold 
toning  $89;  About  Uncirculated-50.  Pleasing 
deep  golden-orange  toning  $135;  MS-60  to  63. 
A  fully  lustrous  example  with  deep  mottled 
russet  and  gunmetal-blue  toning  .  .  .  .375.00 


1936  Albany  MS-63.  Exceptional  satiny  lustre  with 
a  hint  of  mottled  toning.  $415;  MS-65.  An 
outstanding  example  of  this  issue.  The  surfaces 
are  virtually  immaculate  and  are  fully  brilliant 
and  lustrous.  The  central  devices  are  frosty  with 
nice  detail.  Very  elusive  in  this  state  1,595.00 

1935  Arkansas  PDS  set.  MS-60  325.00 

1935  Arkansas.  Mint  State-63.  Brilliant  with  satiny 

surfaces . 215.00 

1936-D  Arkansas.  MS-60  . 129.00 

1936-S  Arkansas.  MS-63.  Pleasing  satinlike  surfaces 
complemented  by  a  whisper  of  golden  rose 
toning . 215.00 
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193b  Arkanxa*  PDS  set.  MS-60.  Brilliant  325.00 

1937  Arkansas  PDS  set.  MS-60  . 295.00 

1937-S  Arkansas.  MS-63.  Bright  and  lustrous,  with 

a  hint  ot  peripheral  toning . 215.00 

1938  Arkansas  PDS  set.  MS-60.  $575;  MS-63.  Bril¬ 

liant  and  satiny  $825;  MS-63  to  64.  Exceptional 
quality.  All  ot  the  pieces  are  fully  brilliant,  sharp, 
and  lustrous . 1,425.00 

1939  Arkansas  PDS.  MS-63,  lust  2,104  pieces  were 
minted  of  the  Philadelphia  and  Denver  issues, 
and  just  2,105  were  struck  of  the  San  Francisco 
Mint  issue.  Scarce  and  popular  as  a  complete 
set  Each  has  full  mint  brilliance  .  .  .  1,295.00 

1936-S  Bay  Bridge.  MS-60.  Attractively  toned  pale 
orange  and  gold  $249;  MS-64.  Superb  satinlike 
lustre  complemented  by  a  whisper  of  light  ton¬ 
ing.  Sharply  struck . 425.00 

1934  Boone.  MS-63  $265;  MS-64.  Exceptional 

satinlike  lustre  complemented  by  rose  and  gold 
iridescence . 395.00 

1935  Boone.  MS-63.  Lustrous  . 265.00 

1935  Boone.  Small  1934.  MS-63.  Sharply  struck, 

frosty,  and  lustrous . 275.00 

1935-D  Boone.  AU-58  .  129.00 

1935- S  Boone.  MS-64.  Gorgeous  full  mint  lustre  and 

light  golden  iridescence . 449.00 

1935  Boone  PDS  set.  MS-63  625.00 

1936  Boone.  MS-63  . 265.00 

1936- D  Boone.  MS-63.  Brilliant,  frosty,  and  very 

lustrous  . 265.00 

1936-S  Boone.  MS-60.  Mostly  brilliant  with  just  a 
trace  of  golden  toning . 159.00 

1936  Boone  PDS  set.  MS-63.  Each  coin  is  brilliant 
and  frosty . 625.00 

1938  Boone  PDS  set.  MS-63  to  64.  Superb  quali¬ 
ty.  Just  2,100  pieces  of  each  issue  were  minted. 
Scarce  and  popular . 1,425.00 

1936  Bridgeport.  MS-63.  Lustrous  $249;  MS-64. 
Pleasing,  fully  lustrous  surfaces  toned  deep 
heather,  orange,  and  rose . 349.00 


1925-S  California.  MS-60  $179;  MS-63.  Sharp  and 
lustrous  $395;  MS-64.  A  fully  lustrous  piece 
complemented  by  rose,  orange,  and  russet  ton¬ 
ing.  Very  attractive . 625.00 

1936  Cincinnati.  MS-64.  Very  difficult  to  obtain  this 
nice,  as  the  low  relief  usually  picks  up  many 
bagmarks.  This  piece  is  a  beautiful,  problem- 
free  example  with  exceptional  eye  appeal.  The 
surfaces  are  very  satiny  and  are  complemented 
by  pastel  highlights . 575.00 

1936  Cincinnati  PDS  set.  MS-63.  An  extremely 
elusive  offering.  Difficult  to  locate  with  a  nice 
strike  and  problem-free  surfaces.  This  especially 

nice  set  is  sure  to  please .  1,295.00 

1936  Cleveland  MS-63  $195;  MS-64 _ 295.00 

1892  Columbian.  AU-58  $69;  MS-60  ....  79.00 


A  FINE  COLLECTION 
IS  YOUR  BEST  INVESTMENT 


1892  Columbian.  MS-65.  One  of  the  nicest  Colum¬ 
bian  half  dollars  we  have  ever  seen!  This  coin 
is  exquisite!  The  devices  are  sharply  struck  and 
are  enhanced  by  satinlike  surfaces  toned  in 
gorgeous  pastel  hues.  An  outstanding  example 


of  the  issue.  Sure  to  please . 3,850.00 

1893  Columbian.  MS-60  . 85.00 


1936  Columbia  PDS  set.  MS-63.  A  pleasing,  strict¬ 
ly  original  set  with  gorgeous  surfaces  com¬ 
plemented  by  a  whisper  of  pale  iridescent 
toning.  Free  of  the  dark  peripheral  toning  com¬ 
monly  seen  on  this  issue.  The  central  devices 

are  sharp  on  each  piece . 1,095.00 

1935  Connecticut.  MS-63.  Breathtakingly  beautiful 
satinlike  lustre.  Sharp  and  extremely 
eye-appealing . 475.00 


Li _ 
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1936  Delaware.  MS-64.  Gorgeous  full  mint  bril¬ 
liance  and  lustre  complemented  by  just  the 
slightest  tinge  of  pale  gold  peripheral  toning. 

Very  attractive . 595.00 

1936  Elgin.  MS-60.  Well  struck,  satiny,  and  attrac¬ 
tively  toned  rose  and  gold . 325.00 


1922  Grant  With  Star.  MS-65.  (PCGS).  A  fully 
lustrous,  mostly  brilliant  example  with  just  a 
trace  of  light  toning  around  the  periphery  on 
the  obverse.  An  extremely  rare  issue  in  Gem 

condition.  A  prize . 18,995.00 

1922  Grant.  No  Star.  AU-58  $95;  MS-60  $169;  MS- 
64.  A  sharp,  fully  lustrous  piece  with  beautiful 
frosty  central  devices  and  a  trace  of  pale  rose 
and  gold  toning . 695.00 


Great  Books  for  Sale! 

See  our  book  section  in  this  issue 
for  some  really  great  buys  on  interesting 
and  valuable  reference  books.  There  is  no 
substitute  for  knowledge,  as  they  say! 


1928  Hawaiian.  AU-55.  Brilliant  with  just  a  trace 
of  peripheral  champagne  toning  $895;  AU-58. 
Sharply  struck  and  fully  lustrous.  The  key  to  the 
commemorative  half  dollar  series.  This  coin 
would  make  an  attractive  addition  to  a  high- 
quality  set  . 1,075.00 

1935  Hudson  About  Uncirculated-58.  Brilliant  and 
lustrous  $510;  MS-60  $575;  MS-63.  A  beautiful 
example  of  the  issue  toned  in  gorgeous  sky-blue, 
violet,  pale  orange,  and  warm  gray  hues  $895; 
MS-64.  A  fully  lustrous  piece  toned  fiery  orange 
and  gold  . 1,295.00 


1924  Huguenot.  About  Uncirculated-55  (ANACS) 

$99;  MS-60.  Subdued  mint  lustre  with  beautiful 
light  iridescent  toning  $169;  MS-63.  Frosty  and 
lustrous  . 395.00 

1946  Iowa.  MS-63  $189;  MS-64.  Satiny  with  light 
golden  toning  $225;  MS-65.  Gorgeous  mint  frost 
over  satiny  surfaces  . 395.00 

1925  Lexington.  AU-55  $49;  AU-58  $59;  MS-60 

$69;  MS-63 . 179.00 

1936  Long  Island.  About  Uncirculated-58  $75;  MS- 
60  $89;  MS-63  $195;  MS-64.  Superb  satiny  lus¬ 
tre.  Well  struck . 549.00 

1936  Lynchburg.  MS-63.  Subdued  natural  lustre 
toned  silver-gray,  and  gold  $315;  MS-64.  Blaz¬ 
ing  mint  brilliance  with  a  hint  of  pale  orange 
peripheral  toning . 425.00 

1920  Maine.  AU-55  $195;  MS-60.  Pleasing  irides¬ 
cent  and  pearl-gray  toning  $249;  MS-63.  Bril¬ 
liant  with  a  trace  of  rose  toning . 365.00 

1935  Maryland.  MS-60  $195;  MS-63 _ 279.00 

1929-S  Monroe.  AU-55  $45;  MS-60  $79;  MS-63. 

Lustrous  with  light  toning  . 269.00 

1938  New  Rochelle.  MS-63.  Brilliant,  frosty,  and 
very  attractive  $495;  MS-64.  A  superb  piece. 
This  frosty  coin  has  satiny  surfaces  and  a  tinge 
of  champagne  toning . 550.00 

1925  Norse-American  medal.  Thick  planchet. 

MS-60  . 99.00 

1926  Oregon.  AU-50  . 95.00 

1926-S  Oregon.  About  Uncirculated-50  $85;  AU- 

55  $125;  MS-63.  Fully  lustrous  with  gorgeous 
rose  toning  around  the  periphery.  .  .  .295.00 

1928  Oregon.  MS-63.  Well  struck,  fully  lustrous, 
and  attractively  toned . 415.00 

1933- D  Oregon.  MS-63.  Brilliant . 395.00 

1934- D  Oregon.  MS-63.  Gorgeous  full  original  mint 

brilliance  and  frost . 425.00 

1936  Oregon.  MS-60  $215;  MS-63  . 295.00 


j 

1936-S  Oregon.  MS-63.  Fully  brilliant  $325;  MS- 
64.  A  gorgeous  piece  attractively  toned  in  warm 
gray  and  deep  rose.  Well  struck . 725.00 
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1937-D  Oregon.  MS-63  . 295.00 

1915-S  Panama-Pacific.  AU-50  $269;  About 
Uncirculated-55  $295;  MS-60.  A  superb  piece 
with  gorgeous  deep  iridescent  toning  and  a  nice 
strike  $425;  MS-63  (PCGS).  An  exceptional 
piece  in  a  superb  state  of  preservation.  Scarce 
and  extremely  popular . 1,150.00 

1920  Pilgrim.  AU-55  $49;  MS-60  $89;  MS-63  $159; 

MS-64.  Brilliant  . 275.00 

1921  Pilgrim.  EF-45  $99;  MS-63.  Scarcer  than  the 

1920  issue.  This  coin  is  well  struck  and  is  ex¬ 
tremely  attractively  toned  in  deep  iridescent 
hues . 249.00 

1936  Rhode  Island.  About  Uncirculated-58  $119; 
MS-60  $139;  MS-63  .  189.00 

1936-D  Rhode  Island.  About  Uncirculated-58  $119; 
MS-60,  attractive . 139.00 

1936- S  Rhode  Island.  MS-60  $139;  MS-63.  Fully 
lustrous . 189.00 

1936  Rhode  Island  PDS  set.  MS-60  $395;  MS-60 

to  63  $415;  MS-63  . 525.00 

1937  Roanoke.  MS-63.  Brilliant  and  frosty  $325;  MS- 

64.  Gorgeous  full  mint  lustre . 495.00 

1936  Robinson.  MS-60  to  63  $195;  MS-63.  Take  your 
pick . 235.00 

1935- S  San  Diego.  MS-63.  Exceptional  satiny  lus¬ 
tre  with  golden  highlights . 249.00 

1936  San  Diego.  MS-63.  Lustrous . 249.00 

1936- D  San  Diego.  MS-63  $249.  MS-64.  Blazing 

mint  brilliance  and  lustre  complemented  by  a 
whisper  of  golden  iridescence.  Extremely 
attractive . 395.00 

1926  Sesquicentennial.  MS-63 . 249.00 

1935  Spanish  Trail.  AU-58  $675;  MS-60  $795;  MS- 
63.  A  fully  brilliant  and  lustrous  piece  with  a 
sharp  strike  and  pleasing,  mark-free  surfaces. 
Scarce  and  difficult  to  obtain  in  this  nice  state 
of  preservation . 895.00 

1925  Stone  Mountain.  AU-55  $32;  MS-60  $59;  MS- 
63  $139;  MS-64  . 159.00 


1934  Texas.  AU-58  $149;  MS-60  $179;  MS-63  $295; 
MS-64.  Sharp  and  extremely  lustrous  with 


beautiful  deep  golden  toning . 435.00 

1935-D  Texas.  MS-63.  Brilliant . 295.00 

1935-S  Texas  MS-60  . 165.00 


1935  Texas  PDS  set.  MS-63  $675;  MS-64  to  65.  A 

gorgeous  offering.  Each  piece  is  superbly  toned 
deep  rose,  orange,  and  gold.  The  coins  are 
sharply  struck  and  exhibit  exceptional  full 
original  mint  lustre  . 1,275.00 

1936-S  Texas.  MS-60  . 165.00 

1937  Texas  PDS  set.  About  Uncirculated-55. 

Lustrous,  well  struck,  and  attractively  toned  with 
light  golden  hues . 450.00 

1938  Texas  PDS  set.  MS-60.  Fully  lustrous  and  well 

struck.  The  San  Francisco  Mint  issue  is  toned 
deep  golden.  Elusive . 895.00 

1925  Vancouver.  EF-45  $295;  AU-50  $310;  AU-55 
$335;  AU-58  $355;  MS-60  $395;  MS-63. 
Lustrous,  lightly  toned . 475.00 

1927  Vermont.  AU-55.  Lustrous  and  attractive  toned 
in  pale  iridescent  hues  $215;  MS-60.  Fully 
brilliant . 275.00 

1946  Booker  T.  Washington  PDS  set.  MS-63, 
brilliant  . 89.00 

1948  Booker  T.  Washington  PDS  set.  MS-63, 

brilliant . 159.00 

1949  Booker  T.  Washington  PDS  set.  MS-63.  Bril¬ 
liant  and  lustrous . 235.00 

1950  Booker  T.  Washington  set.  MS-63.  Sharply 

struck  and  frosty . 225.00 

1951  Washington-Carver  PDS  set.  MS-63.  Each 

piece  is  frosty . 139.00 

1952  Washington-Carver.  MS-60  . 21.00 

1952- D  Washington-Carver.  MS-63 . 325.00 

1953  Washington-Carver.  MS-60  . 21.00 

1953- D  Washington-Carver.  MS-60.  Light  golden 

toning . 21.00 

1953-S  Washington-Carver.  AU-58 . 18.00 

1953  Washington-Carver  PDS  set.  MS-63.  Brilliant 
and  frosty . 169.00 


1954  Washington-Carver.  MS-63  . 32.00 

1954  Washington-Carver  PDS  set.  MS-63.  Pleasing 
mint  frost  on  each  piece  . 129.00 

1936  Wisconsin.  MS-64.  Frosty . 395.00 

1936  York.  MS-63.  Exceptional  original  mint  lus¬ 
tre.  Sharply  struck  with  just  a  trace  of  pale 
golden-orange  peripheral  toning  .  .  .  .395.00 

Commemorative 
Gold  Coins 

1903  Jefferson  Head  Louisiana  Purchase  Exposi¬ 
tion  gold  dollar.  About  Uncirculated-58.  Fully 
lustrous  and  problem-free.  Much  original  mint 
lustre  remains . 475.00 

1903  McKinley  Louisiana  Purchase  Exposition  gold 

dollar.  AU-50  $425;  AU-58.  Breathtakingly 
beautiful  satinlike  lustre  $475;  MS-60.  Superb 
original  mint  lustre.  Sharply  struck  and 
problem-free . 795.00 

1904  Lewis  &  Clark  gold  dollar.  AU-50.  Lustrous 

and  attractive . 525.00 

1905  Lewis  &  Clark  gold  dollar.  About 

Uncirculated-50.  Much  original  mint  lustre  re¬ 
mains  in  protected  areas.  Well  struck  and  attrac¬ 
tive.  Popular  issue  . 525.00 

1915-S  Panama-Pacific  gold  dollar.  AU-50.  A  pleas¬ 
ing  piece  with  a  whisper  of  light  rose  toning 
$395;  AU-55  $425;  AU-58.  Sharply  struck  and 
fully  lustrous  $465;  MS-60.  An  exceptional 
piece  with  outstanding  original  mint  lustre.  Well 
struck . 725.00 

1916  McKinley  gold  dollar.  AU-50.  $415;  About 

Uncirculated-55  . 450.00 

1917  McKinley  gold  dollar.  AU-55.  Toned  rose  and 

pale  orange . 415.00 

1926  Sesquicentennial  quarter  eagle.  AU-58.  Ful¬ 
ly  lustrous  $395;  MS-60.  Frosty  and  sharply 
struck . 625.00 


"I  Have  a  Lot  of  Confidence  In  Bowers  and  Merena" 


The  following  letter  is  from  R.W.: 

I  have  enjoyed  very  much  your  articles  and  books 
over  the  years.  Just  recently  I  have  gone  back  to  re¬ 
read  old  issues  of  the  Rare  Coin  Review,  and  I  en¬ 
joy  them  as  much  as  I  did  when  they  first  arrived 
in  the  mail.  In  one  of  these  issues  you  mentioned 
that  in  one  day  in  1953  you  personally  completed 
a  Liberty  Walking  half  dollar  set.  I  grew  up  in 
Detroit,  and  either  during  1954  or  1955  I  started 
my  own  such  set.  But,  it  took  me  a  few  months  to 
find  all  but  the  1921  issues,  and  I  never  did  find 
those.  It  turned  out  that  my  mother  purchased  them 
for  me  as  a  gift.  So,  back  during  that  time  I  consid¬ 
ered  all  three  1921  issues  extremely  hard  to  locate. 

Like  most  people  starting  collecting  coins,  I  too 
started  with  Lincoln  cents,  which  was  back  in 
November  1952.  Although  I  looked  through 
thousands  of  rolls  of  cents,  I  never  found  a  1909-S, 
1909-S  V.D.B.,  1914-D,  or  1931-S.  Collecting  coins 
from  circulation  was  my  greatest  entertainment.  My 
favorite  coins  were  the  silver  dollars.  During  the 
'great  silver  dollar  run'  of  1962-1963  the  last  11 
pieces  I  needed  for  my  $1  set  were  found  in  a 
Federal  Reserve  bag  of  $1,000  coins  which  had  been 
sealed  and  tagged  in  1911.  Many  of  the  key  dates 
were  in  this  bag,  including  the  1893-S!  I  did  pur¬ 
chase  an  Uncirculated  1903-0  and  1898-0,  pay¬ 


ing  $15  and  $3  each  respectively  for  them,  and  I 
bought  a  choice  AU  1878  7/8  Tailfeathers. 

When  our  boys  are  out  of  college,  I  plan  to  con¬ 
tinue  collecting  a  type  set  in  Extremely  Fine  to  Un¬ 
circulated  grade,  starting  with  the  Liberty  Seated 
era.  I  find  that  AU  coins  with  nice  eye  appeal  and 
aesthetic  value  are  extremely  attractive  and  fun  to 
collect,  and  represent  excellent  values. 

My  favorite  coins  are  United  States  com- 
memoratives,  and  over  the  years  I  have  been  put¬ 
ting  together  an  MS-63  or  better  set.  I  lack  only  eight 
of  them  for  completion. 

I  have  a  lot  of  confidence  in  Bowers  and  Merena 
Galleries,  as  it  is  the  only  company  I  would  trust 
when  ordering  coins  graded  in  the  Mint  State  cat¬ 
egory.  I  am  very  impressed  with  your  high  standards, 
which  I  am  sure  are  not  paralleled  by  any  other 
dealer  with  whom  I  have  done  business. 

I  enjoy  your  book  titled  United  States  Coins  by 
Design  Types  and  suggest  that  you  may  wish  to  in¬ 
clude  in  a  future  edition  the  years  of  the  strongest 
strikes  for  each  type  (or  the  weakest  strikes).  Per¬ 
sonally,  I  would  favor  the  sequence  of  type  coins 
by  coin  denominations  instead  of  by  periods  of 
specific  years.  Also  I  would  like  to  see  this  book 
on  glossy  paper  for  higher  picture  quality.  It  is  a 
book  that  everyone  should  have. 


I  would  like  to  encourage  you  to  produce  a  book 
on  commemorative  coins.  I  think  this  would  be  ex¬ 
tremely  popular.  I  visualize  this  as  being  in  two  sec¬ 
tions.  The  first  would  be  a  page  for  each  type,  by 
issue  date  sequence— the  Guide  Book  was  wrong 
listing  commemoratives  alphabetically.  A  separate 
page  could  be  assigned  for  each  type.  The  pictures 
of  both  sides  should  be  about  two  times  the  actual 
diameter  of  each  coin.  This  page  would  include  the 
designer  name,  the  years  minted,  and  the  mintages. 
You  should  also  include  the  estimated  retail  values 
in  grades  of  MS-60,  MS-63  and  MS-65. 

Part  II  would  be  a  written  background  for  each 
commemorative  type.  Also  I  would  like  you  to  pro¬ 
duce  a  glossy  photograph  book  of  each  United 
States  coin  design  type.  Each  picture  should  show 
the  coins  at  about  three  inches  in  diameter.  A  quali¬ 
ty  picture  of  a  coin  is  the  next  best  thing  to  own¬ 
ing  it!  Most  of  us  cannot  own  an  eye-appealing 
MS-65  or  Proof-65  Liberty  Seated  dollar,  but  we  can 
enjoy  looking  at  the  high  quality  of  it.  This  is  why 
I  always  enjoy  looking  at  your  high-quality  auction 
catalogues. 

I  very  much  appreciate  your  firm's  contributions 
in  the  area  of  coins.  Having  know  ledge  of  the  coins 
I  own  makes  the  coins  all  that  much  more  in¬ 
teresting  to  possess. 
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Miscellaneous  Items  for  Sale 


Indian  Peace  Medal 


Rare  Washington  Season  Medal 

a 


Washington  Season  Medal.  "The  Family" 
motif  obverse.  EF-45.  The  surfaces  are  glossy 
and  medium  gray  with  faint  golden,  rose,  and 
blue  highlights.  The  piece  is  looped  for 
suspension  as  made.  A  small  edge  bump  is 
present  on  the  reverse  rim  at  6:30  as 
illustrated. 

An  informative  article  on  the  Washington 
Season  Medals  was  published  in  the  Pro¬ 
ceedings  of  the  American  Numismatic  and  Ar¬ 
cheological  Society,  in  December  16,  1894. 
Portions  most  relevant  to  the  history  of  the 
medals  are  quoted  below. 

"On  the  19th  of  May  1796,  President 
Washington  signed  an  act  regulating  the  in¬ 
tercourse  with  the  Indians  and  establishing  a 
boundary  line  in  the  North  West  Territory.  In 
the  nineteenth  section  of  this  Act  we  read  as 
follows:  'That  in  order  to  promote  civilization 
among  the  friendly  Indian  tribes,  and  to  secure 
the  continuance  of  their  friendship,  it  shall  be 
lawful  for  the  President  of  the  United  States 
to  cause  them  to  be  furnished  with  useful 
domestic  animals  and  implements  of  hus¬ 
bandry,  and  with  goods  or  money,  as  he  shall 
judge  proper",  etc. 

"Washington,  in  his  address  to  Congress 
Der  7th,  1796,  says:  'Measures  calculated  to 


insure  a  continuance  of  friendship  with  the 
Indians,  to  preserve  peace  along  the  extent  of 
our  internal  frontier,  have  been  digested  and 
adopted  to  draw  them  nearer  to  the  civilized 
State,"  etc. 

"Here,  without  doubt,  is  the  authority  under 
which  the  medals  were  ordered  through  Col. 
McHenry,  the  Secretary  of  War,  and  were  ex¬ 
ecuted  in  Birmingham  by  Boulton,  to  whom 
Rufus  King,  then  representing  the  United 
States  in  the  court  of  Great  Britain,  was  re¬ 
quested  to  give  the  commission." 

The  designs  for  the  season  medals  were 
prepared  by  the  famous  artist  John  Trumbull 
who  was  then  working  in  the  studio  of  Ben¬ 
jamin  West  in  London.  The  dies  were  ex¬ 
ecuted  by  Conrad  Heinrich  Kuchler  at  the 
Soho  Mint  in  Birmingham.  Kuchler  was  a 
native  of  Flanders  and  had  worked  in  Ger¬ 
many  and  France  before  his  employment  by 
Boulton  in  England  which  lasted  from  about 
1790  until  1806. 

Seasons  medals  appear  rarely.  This  is  the 
first  example  we  have  been  able  to  offer  since 
our  sale  of  the  Virgil  Brand  Collection  in  1984. 
We  suggest  that  you  call  early  to  reserve  this 
specimen  at  just . 11,500.00 


Coins  of  Hawaii 


1847  Hawaiian  Cent.  Extremely  Fine-40  $295;  MS- 
63.  15  Berries.  KM  If.  A  beautiful,  lustrous 
specimen  exhibiting  surfaces  that  are  about  80% 
mint  red.  One  of  the  nicest  we've  seen  in  re¬ 
cent  years  .  1,295.00 

1883  Hawaiian  dime.  MS-60.  An  attractive,  fully 
lustrous,  and  well-struck  specimen  with  appeal¬ 
ing  faint  golden  toning  at  the  rims.  Sure  to 

please  at . 1,250.00 

1883  Hawaiian  quarter.  MS-60  $325;  MS-60/63,  ob¬ 
verse  scratch  $185;  MS-63  $435;  MS-64.  Frosty 
and  sharply  struck  with  blushes  of  light  golden 
iridescence  on  both  surfaces.  Only  a  few  of  the 
surviving  Hawaiian  quarters  have  the  aesthetic 

appeal  of  this  piece . 575.00 

1883  Hawaiian  dollar.  VF-30  $249;  EF-40  $645;  EF- 
45  . 695.00 


Likes  Geography 

The  following  is  from  G.D.: 

"I  must  tell  you  that  I  did  quite  well  on  the  Coin 
Quiz  on  page  26  of  your  Rare  Coin  Review  No. 
69,  the  test  about  geographical  locations.  I  got  nine 
questions  correct  out  of  the  10  possible,  missing 
only  question  7. 

"This  problem  stated:  "While  the  American  Nu¬ 
mismatic  Association  now  has  its  headquarters  in 
Colorado  Springs,  Colorado,  a  few  decades  ago  the 
main  'office'  was  essentially  the  briefcase  of  Louis 
M.  Reagan,  of:  a)  Omaha,  Nebraska;  b)  Chicago, 
Illinois;  c)  Wichita,  Kansas;  d)  San  Marcos,  Texas. 

"My  answer  was  a,  Omaha,  even  though  I  was 
debating  about  the  correct  answer,  Wichita.  I  should 
have  known  better,  as  I  had  read  that  Mr.  Reagan 
was  from  Kansas. 

"Geographical  coin  materials  are  especially  in¬ 
teresting;  please  print  more  quizzes  like  this.  Per¬ 
haps  you  will  prompt  me  to  'get  involved  in 
numismatic  research,'  as  the  lead  paragraph  in  your 
quiz  indicated. 

"Also,  I  thoroughly  enjoyed  every  one  of  the  Rare 
Coin  Reviews  since  becoming  a  subscriber,  and  I 
intend  to  continue  our  association  for  a  long  time. 
Thank  you  very  much." 


His  Collection  is  Now  Complete 

The  following  letter  to  Liz  Arlin  is  from  R.H.: 

"I  want  to  thank  you  for  the  superb  MS-63 
Lafayette  silver  dollar.  With  this  acquisition,  my 
50-piece  commemorative  silver  collection,  in 
MS-63  to  MS-65  grade,  is  now  complete,  including 
four  recent  purchases  from  you— the  Lafayette  dollar, 
as  well  as  the  Lincoln,  Huguenot,  and  San  Diego 
half  dollars,  plus  four  others  whic  h  I  obtained  from 
you  in  your  auctions— the  Arkansas,  Cleveland,  Lex 
ington,  and  Sesquicentennial  issues.  It  has  been  a 
pleasure  doing  business  with  you!" 
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Currency 

We  offer  a  beautiful  selection  of  United 
States  currency.  Attributions  are  to  Robert 
Friedberg's  Paper  Money  of  the  United 
States  book.  Not  only  are  some  really 
beautiful  "type"  notes  offered  in  outstan¬ 
ding  grades,  a  number  of  scarcities  and 
rarities  are  presented  as  well.  For  the  nu¬ 
mismatist  with  an  interest  in  Hawaii,  the 
superb  Uncirculated  $5  Series  1934-A 
with  inverted  Treasury  Seal  and  serial 
numbers  is  bound  to  be  a  highlight  of 
any  collection.  Our  offering  follows: 


F-111  $10  Legal  Tender.  Series  of  1880.  Tillman- 
Morgan.  Scalloped,  small  red  seal.  Choice 
New.  Crisp,  bright,  and  attractive.  A  lovely  ex¬ 
ample  of  the  so-called  "jackass"  note;  the  small 
eagle  at  the  bottom  of  the  obverse  resembles 
the  head  of  a  jackass  when  viewed  in  an  in¬ 
verted  position . 595.00 

F-113  $10  Legal  Tender.  Series  of  1880.  Lyons- 
Roberts.  Scalloped,  small  red  seal.  Choice  New. 
Another  outstanding  note  of  the  same  type  as 
above.  Beautifully  centered,  with  all  details  fresh 

and  bright  . 595.00 

F-143  $20  Legal  Tender.  Series  of  1880.  Lyons- 
Roberts.  Extremely  Fine.  At  first  sight  this  note 


appears  to  be  Uncirculated,  but  some  light 
wrinkles  prevent  us  from  assigning  this  higher 
grade . 395.00 

Large-Size  Choice  New  Federal  Reserve 
Bank  Notes 

These  $1  notes,  and  the  $2  notes  to 
follow,  are  characterized  by  beautiful 
patriotic  reverse  designs.  The  $1  portrays 
an  eagle,  while  the  $2  depicts  a 
battleship. 


F-708  $1.  Boston,  1918.  Choice  New  ....  159.00 

F-709  $1.  Boston,  1918.  Choice  New  _ 215.00 

F-710  $1.  Boston,  1918.  Choice  New . 159.00 


F-711  $1.  New  York,  1918.  Choice  New  .  .  145.00 
F-712  $1.  New  York,  1918.  Choice  New  .  .  135.00 
F-713  $1.  New  York,  1918.  Choice  New  .  .135.00 
F-714  $1.  Philadelphia,  1918.  Choice  New.  Unusual, 

low  serial  number  C2222A . 275.00 

F-715  $1.  Philadelphia,  1918.  Choice  New  159.00 
F-717  $1.  Philadelphia,  1918.  Choice  New  159.00 
F-719  $1.  Cleveland,  1918.  Choice  New  .  .  149.00 
F-728  $1.  Chicago,  1918.  Choice  New  .  .  .  159.00 
F-729  $1.  Chicago,  1918.  Choice  New  .  .  .  159.00 
F-730  $1.  St.  Louis,  1918.  Choice  New.  This  is  one 

of  the  scarcer  issues . 275.00 

F-734  $1.  Minneapolis,  1918.  Choice  New  225.00 
F-735  $1.  Minneapolis,  1918.  Choice  AU.  Rare  and 

desirable  . 1,350.00 

F-738  $1.  Kansas  City,  1918.  Choice  New  .  149.00 
F-743  $1.  San  Francisco,  1918.  Choice  New135.00 
F-752  $2.  New  York,  1918.  Choice  New  .550.00 
F-753  $2.  Philadelphia,  1918.  Choice  New450.00 
F-753  $2.  Philadelphia,  1918.  Choice  New450.00 
F-756  $2.  Philadelphia,  1918.  Choice  New.  This  one 

is  scarce . 450.00 

F-757  $2.  Cleveland,  1918.  Choice  New.  Low  serial 
number  D225A  . 750.00 


F-762  $2.  Atlanta,  1918.  Choice  New.  Low  serial 

number  F9A.  A  nice  example  . 995.00 

F-765  $2.  Chicago,  1918.  Choice  New  .550.00 
F-772  $2.  Minneapolis,  1918.  Choice  New.  Rare  and 

desirable  . 695.00 

F-774  $2.  Kansas  City,  1918.  Choice  New.  Scarce 

issue . 795.00 

F-778  $2.  San  Francisco,  1918.  Choice  New495.00 
F-851  $5.  Federal  Reserve  Note.  New  York,  1914. 
Choice  New . 129.00 

SMALL-SIZE  NOTES 

F-1604  $1.  Silver  Certificate.  Series  1928D.  Gem 
New . 295.00 

We  have  a  small  group  available  with  consecutive  serial 
numbers  for  collectors  who  desire  more  than  one  example. 


Robert  Julian  Writes 

The  following  is  from  noted  numismatic  resear¬ 
cher  Robert  W.  lulian  a  frequent  contributor  to  our 
columns: 

"Here  are  some  comments  concerning  the 
Norweb  Collection  Gobrecht  silver  dollars:  The 
1836  original,  with  name  on  base,  does  show  up 
with  some  frequency  and  is  the  only  original 
Gobrecht  that  can  be  obtained  under  normal  cir¬ 
cumstances.  I  am  beginning  to  believe  that,  for  prac¬ 
tical  purposes,  the  others  are  virtually  unobtainable. 
Your  efforts  toward  precise  identification  of  certain 
rare  coins  (such  as  Gobrecht  dollars  and  the  Proof 
restrikes  of  circa  1801-1803)  will  in  time  bear  fruit. 

"Back  on  the  subject  of  Gobrecht  dollars,  many 
of  the  restrikes  are,  for  reasons  not  wholly  clear  at 
present,  worn  down  to  the  grades  of  Extremely  Fine 
or  even  lower.  All  of  this  merely  goes  to  show  that 
a  great  deal  of  work  is  necessary  before  the 
Gobrecht  silver  dollars  of  1836-1839  are  fully 
understood." 


Alton,  New  Hampshire 

During  the  Civil  War  a  critical  shortage  of  small  change— or  any  coin¬ 
age  for  that  matter — developed  in  the  Union  states.  Even  merchants  in 
northern  New  England,  far  from  the  fighting,  found  it  necessary  to  issue 
their  own  script  which  could  be  given  to  customers  as  change.  These 
notes  were  then  redeemed  when  purchases  were  made  in  the  future. 
The  script  from  established,  well-known  firms,  such  as  J.  Jones  and  A.H. 
Sawyer,  were  even  accepted  and  used  by  other  merchants  in  the  area. 

From  a  local  antique  dealer,  we  were  able  to  purchase  a  small  but 
very  interesting  group  of  notes  as  pictured  here.  Each  of  these  notes 
saw  considerable  circulation,  which  indicates  that  they  were  well  ac¬ 
cepted  and  a  useful  form  of  currency  substitute. 

These  are  offered  as  a  set  of  four  notes,  in  five,  10,  25,  and  50-cents 
denominations.  Each  features  a  design  similar  to  the  note  pictured  here, 
which  is  printed  in  black  ink  on  the  face  of  the  note  and  green  on  the 
reverse. 

When  single  examples  of  these  notes  are  offered  in  the  local  area  they 
are  often  priced  in  the  $15  to  $20  range  for  notes  of  comparable  condi- 


Jones  and  Sawyer  Script 


Script 


tion.  Because  we  were  able  to  locate  a  small  hoard,  we  can  offer  the  limited 
number  of  sets  we  have  at  the  very  nice  price  of  just  $39.95  per  set.  As  men¬ 
tioned,  these  notes  were  well  accepted  and  well  used  and  will  grade  an 
average  of  Fine  or  better. 

This  is  certainly  a  very  special  and  limited  opportunity.  Order  your  set 
right  away.  Please  limit  your  order  to  just  one  set. 
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U.S.  Currency 


Choice  New  pair  of  unusual  $1  silver  certificates 
Mb09  and  F-1610.  Each  is  surcharged  in  red  ink 
with  a  control  letter  to  the  right  of  the  Treasury 
Seal.  F-1609  is  surcharged  with  the  letter  R,  F- 
1610  with  the  letter  S.  These  control  letters  were 
used  to  differentiate  notes  printed  on  a  different 
type  of  paper  than  normal . 349.00 


Enjoys  Coin  Collecting 

The  following  is  from  MG.: 

'Your  Rare  Coin  Review  is  one  of  the  highlights 
of  my  numismatic  endeavors.  The  story  behind  the 
coin  and  the  information  about  its  history  is  as  in¬ 
teresting  as  collecting  itself.  Therefore,  in  addition 
to  collecting  coins  for  fun  and  investment,  I  think 
that  many  of  us  collect  coins  for  knowledge. 

'A  further  important  facet  of  coin  collecting  is 
sometimes  forgotten.  Coin  collecting  is  a  form  of 
savings.  Fifteen  years  ago,  when  I  was  working  for 
the  governor  of  South  Dakota,  he  asked  me  to  be 
chairman  of  a  savings  bond  drive.  I  told  him  it 
would  be  hard  to  be  chairman  of  a  project  to  sell 
a  product  in  which  I  didn't  believe.  He  asked  me 
why  I  didn't  believe  in  savings  bonds,  and  I  told 
him  that  the  rate  of  interest  was  not  as  good  as  on 
other  investments.  The  governor  agreed  with  me, 
but  pointed  out  something  I  had  never  considered, 
when  he  said:  "I  am  not  very  good  at  saving  mon¬ 
ey.  In  fact,  I  spend  everything  that  I  get  my  hands 
on.  However,  I  have  the  savings  bond  taken  out  of 
my  salary  for  each  of  my  children  before  I  ever  see 
the  paycheck.  Since  I  don't  get  my  hands  on  the 
money,  I  don't  spend  it."  Even  if  the  bonds  had 
returned  no  interest,  he  put  away  an  impressive 
amount  of  money. 

'Coins  are  another  form  of  savings  bonds.  Just  like 
the  governor,  I  spend  every  cent  I  get  my  hands  on. 
However,  when  I  spend  it  on  a  coin,  I  still  have 
something.  After  I  have  enjoyed  the  coin  for  many 
years,  I  will  be  able  to  sell  it  for  something.  If  the 
coin  has  not  increased  in  value,  or  even  if  the  coin 
has  gone  down  some,  I've  managed  to  save  the 
amount  of  money  that  I  get  for  the  coin  when  I  sell 
it.  Therefore,  even  though  the  coins  are  not  always 
a  good  investment  in  terms  of  appreciation  in  val¬ 
ue,  they  are  a  wonderful  investment  in  terms  of 
savings. 

'Although  there  are  other  forms  of  savings  which 
accomplish  the  same  thing,  none  of  them  have  the 
aesthetic  benefits  of  collecting.  Not  many  people 
get  out  their  passbooks,  bonds,  insurance  policies 
or  other  savings  instruments  for  hours  of  enjoyment. 
Similarly,  few  people  take  them  to  a  club  meeting 
to  show  and  tell  other  people.  On  the  other  hand, 
even  investors  in  coins  who  do  not  profess  to  be 
collectors  frequently  take  out  their  coin  investments 
to  show  their  friends  and  employees  Perhaps  there 
is  more  collector  in  these  people  than  they  admit. 
Where  else  can  you  eat  your  cake  and  still  have 
it,  too? 


EMERGENCY 
WORLD  WAR  II  NOTES 
Rare  Printing  Error  Note 


F-2302  $5.  Series  1934-A.  HAWAII  Surcharge.  The 

Treasury  Seal  and  serial  numbers  are  inverted. 
Choice  Uncirculated  and  very  attractive.  Perhaps 
the  most  important  piece  of  currency  in  the  pres¬ 
ent  offering,  and  almost  certainly  the  rarest.  A 
centerpiece  in  any  collection . 5,995.00 


F-2305  $20.  Series  1934-A.  HAWAII  surcharge. 

Choice  New . 349.00 

F-2306  $1.  Series  1935A.  Yellow  seal.  Printed 
for  the  use  of  United  States  armed  forces  in  North 
Africa.  Choice  New  . 59.00 


Cancelled  Checks  of  the 
Traders  National  Bank 
of  Boston,  Massachusetts 
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We  recently  made  a  most  for¬ 
tunate  purchase  of  some  very 
interesting  cancelled  checks, 
drawn  on  the  Traders  National  Bank  of  Bos¬ 
ton,  Massachusetts.  These  checks,  printed 
on  a  white  background,  feature  a  vignette 
of  a  classic  "tall  ship"  at  full  sail.  They  were 
printed  by  the  firm  of  Thomas  Groom  &  Co. 
of  Boston,  and  each  check  measures  approx¬ 
imately  8 Vi  x  2 3A  inches.  All  of  the  checks 
were  written  and  cashed  in  the  year  1874, 
and  were  signed  by  one  James  Alexander, 
agent.  As  an  added  attraction,  each  check 
has  a  two-cent  U.S.  Internal  Revenue  stamp 
attached  to  the  upper  right  corner  of  the 
check. 

We  offer  these  neat  little  bits  of  "Ameri¬ 
cana"  to  you  at  the  low,  low  price  of  just 
$4.  Hurry  on  this  one,  as  our  limited  supp¬ 
ly  won't  last  long  at  these  prices. 
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French  Poster  Portfolio 

-FOR  SALE- 

Les  Maitres  de  L'Affiche,  published  by  Libraire 
Chaix,  Paris,  1896-1916,  this  consists  of  folios  com¬ 
prising  256  full-color  plates  reproducing  individually 
the  posters  of  Mucha  and  other  famous  artists  of  the 
era.  ■  The  overall  page  size  is  12-3/8  inches  by 
15-3/4  inches.  (31.5  by  40  cm).  ■  Most  of  these  sets 
have  been  broken  up,  for  each  individual  piece  is 
ideal  for  framing.  ■  The  complete  set  of  folios,  com¬ 
pletely  original,  and  in  excellent  condition:  $15,975. 
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A  Unique  Currency  Item: 
An  Uncut  Sheet  of  Two  Notes 
and  Part  of  a  Third! 


Colorful  $3  Notes 

OF  FLORIDA 


From  the  Hagerstown  Bank,  Hagerstown,  Maryland.  A  most 
curious  sheet  of  two  $20  notes,  unsigned  and  thus  unissued.  At 
the  lower  portion  of  the  sheet  is  a  segment  of  a  $50  note!  One 
of  only  a  few  types  of  notes  which  were  printed  in  this  fashion. 

These  sheets,  from  the  late  1850s  period,  are  Uncirculated,  and 
are  printed  in  black  ink  on  thin  white  paper  with  a  blank  reverse. 
A  “neat”  item  which  features  vignettes  of  a  mother  with  child, 
and  a  young  boy  tending  livestock.  Priced  at  just  $45.00  each. 


\ 


DjtyhUi miA 

Tallahassee,  f*,,  *'/•>>/-, 


■  During  the  Civil  War,  many  of  the  Confederate  States 
printed  currency  redeemable  in  lawful  money  at  their  respec¬ 
tive  state  capitals.  These  interesting  Florida  notes  were  re¬ 
deemable  at  the  state  capital  of  Tallahassee  on  January  1, 

1864,  and  were  signed  by  C.H.  Austin,  Treasurer,  and  John 
Milton,  Governor. 

■  These  colorful  uniface  notes  bear  vignettes  of  sailing 
ships,  a  hart  in  a  forest,  and  an  attractive  representation  of 
“Hope.”  The  numeral  3  appears  twice  in  red,  as  well  as 
“Three”  in  large  red  letters  on  the  face.  These  notes  were 
printed  by  Keatinge  &  Ball,  Columbia,  South  Carolina,  who 
also  printed  much  of  the  currency  for  the  Confederacy. 

■  Here  is  a  great  opportunity  to  purchase  a  note  with  di¬ 
rect  links  to  the  Confederacy  as  well  as  the  early  statehood  of 
Florida.  Order  an  EF  example  for  just  $59. 


CONFEDERATE  STATES 

*  $100  Note  * 


This  interesting  uniface  Confederate  States  of 
America  note  was  printed  in  1862  by  J.T.  Pater¬ 
son,  Columbia,  South  Carolina.  It  features  a 
milkmaid  at  the  lower  left,  and  a  steaming  locomotive 
as  its  central  vignette.  Part  of  an  initial  printing  of  $165 
million  face  value  to  help  finance  the  South's  Civil  War 
debt,  these  notes  later  became  worthless  as  the  Con¬ 
federacy  printed  more  and  more  "paper."  These  notes 
saw  actual  use  as  a  viable  currency,  as  the  reverse  of 
each  is  stamped,  "Interest  Paid  To  1  July  1863,"  and, 
"Interest  Paid  To  1  January  1864."  These  choice  EF 
notes  are  available  for  just  $21.  Here  is  an  ideal  oppor¬ 
tunity  to  own  a  genuine  piece  of  C.S.A.  history. 


Illllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllll^ 

Fractional  Currency  Special 

I  During  the  Civil 
War  the  shortage  of 
circulating  pocket 
change  caused  many 
individuals  and  small 
businesses  to  issue 
tokens  and  scrip  in  an 
attempt  to  relieve  the 
small  change  shor¬ 
tage.  By  far  the  most 
successful  of  all  these  attempts,  however,  was  the  Postal  Currency 
and  Fractional  Currency  issued  by  the  U.S.  government,  which  cir¬ 
culated  to  the  extent  of  $369  million. 

We  recently  acquired  a  small  accumulation  of  third  issue 
(December  5,  1864  to  August  16,  1869)  10-cent  notes  which  feature 
George  Washington  in  an  ornate  oval  frame  surrounded  by  the 
legend:  United  States  Fractional  Currency,  and  a  gold-embossed 
numeral  10  in  each  of  the  four  corners.  The  fancy  dark  green  re¬ 
verse  vignette  is  overprinted  with  a  large  numeral  10.  We  offer  two 
varieties;  they  are  identical  except  that  the  second  type  features 
a  tiny  numeral  1  at  the  far  left-center  of  the  face. 

These  notes  are  dated  March  3,  1863  and  are  signed  by  Colby 
and  Spinner.  These  Crisp  Uncirculated  pieces  of  paper  “small 
change"  are  priced  at  only  $29.95  for  the  variety  without  the 
numeral  1  in  field  (F-1255),  and  $32.50  for  the  variety  with  the 
numeral  1  (F-1256).  Or,  you  may  have  one  of  each  for  $59.95. 


Friedberg-1255  C.U . 29.95 

Friedberg-1256  C.U . 32.50 

One  of  each  C.U . 59.95 


Rare  Coin  Review  No.  71— Pag 


Bearer  Bonds  of  the  Confederate  States  of  America 


We  are  pleased  to  offer  a  bit 
of  history  that  has  been 
tucked  away  for  the  past 
120  years — geniune  documents  from 
the  Civil  War! 

Recently,  a  very  special  auction- 
one  that  stirred  the  interest  of  collec¬ 
tors  around  the  world— was  held  in 
London,  England.  What  was  sold  was 
a  rather  large  quantity  of  Confeder¬ 
ate  States  of  America  bonds  which 
had  been  purchased  by  European  in¬ 
vestors  directly  from  the  Confederate 
government  during  the  Civil  War. 

Prior  to  the  Civil  War,  the  South¬ 
ern  states  of  America  were  active  and 
important  trading  partners  with  mer¬ 
chants  in  England  and  other  Europe¬ 
an  countries.  The  great  plantations  of 
the  South  provided  raw  materials  for 
England’s  textile  mills,  as  well  as  oth¬ 
er  important  agricultural  products. 

The  European  merchants  depended 
on  the  South  for  these  vital  products, 
and  invested  heavily  on  the  side  of  the 
Confederacy  during  the  Civil  War. 

Now  this  hoard  of  once  very  valua¬ 
ble  bonds  is  being  offered  to  collec¬ 
tors  of  historical  documents. 

We  have  selected  a  small  group  of 
five  of  the  most  popular  and  interest¬ 
ing  types  of  Confederate  bonds  and 
offer  them  singly  or  as  a  money-saving 
package  set. 

Each  of  the  bonds,  while  showing 
signs  of  more  than  a  century  of  stor¬ 
age,  are  quite  attractive,  and  were 
selected  as  among  the  best  from  the  en¬ 
tire  European  holdings. 
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$1,000  7%  Coupon  Bond 
Issued  under  the  Act  of  February 
20th,  1863.  Redemption  date, 
July  1,  1868.  Criswell  #122. 

This  attractive  bond  measures  ap¬ 
proximately  14  x  14  inches,  and  is 
printed  in  black  ink  on  pink  paper. 
About  eight  coupons  remain. 

The  central  vignette  is  of  General 
Thomas  J.  (Stonewall)  Jackson.  A 
smaller  steamboat  vignette  appears  at 
the  botom  of  the  bond.  A  total  of 
H.361  of  these  bonds  were  issued. 


The  grade  of  this  document,  and  all 
others  offered,  is  VF  to  EF  with  some 
light  folds.  It  can  be  yours  for  just 
$39.00.  Order  CSA  Bond  No.  1. 
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$500  8%  Coupon  Bond. 
Issued  under  the  Act  of  February 
20th,  1863.  Redemption  date, 
July  1,  1868.  Criswell  #124. 

This  ornate  bond  is  printed  in  black 
ink  on  white  paper  and  measures 
about  14  x  14  inches.  Approx,  seven 
coupons  remain  attached. 

58,917  of  these  certificates  were  is¬ 
sued,  and  it  is  a  very  popular  issue 
among  collectors.  Again,  the  grade  is 
VF  to  EF  with  some  light  folds.  Just 
$39.00.  Order  CSA  Bond  No.  2. 


$1,000  Coupon  Bond 
Issued  under  the  Act  of  February 
20th,  1863.  Redemption  date  of 
July  1,  1868.  Criswell  #125. 


This  bond  measures  approx.  14  x  14 
inches  and  is  quite  ornate  with  a  vi¬ 
gnette  of  Jefferson  Davis  and  a  view 
of  the  city  of  Richmond,  Virginia.  At 
the  bottom  is  a  vignette  featuring  a 
rather  dejected  looking  figure  of  Lib¬ 
erty.  About  eight  coupons  remain  at¬ 
tached.  49,510  were  issued. 

This  document  will  grade  VF  to  EF 
with  some  light  folds.  Priced  at  only 
$39.00.  Order  CSA  Bond  No.  3. 


IHUSAI 


$1,000  Coupon  Bond 
Issued  under  the  Act  of  March 
23,  1863.  Redemption  date,  April 
1,  1893.  Criswell  #128. 

Printed  in  black  ink  on  white  pa¬ 
per,  this  fancy  document  features  a  vi¬ 
gnette  of  the  old  customs  house  and 
surrounding  buildings  in  Richmond, 
Virginia. 

The  size  of  this  attractive  bond  is 
approximately  14  x  14  inches,  with 
seven  coupons  still  remaining.  Just 
4,923  of  this  particular  bond  were  is¬ 
sued.  The  price  for  this  scarce  docu¬ 
ment  is  only  $49.00.  Order  CSA  Bond 
No.  4. 
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$1,000  6%  Coupon  Bond 
Issued  under  the  Act  of  February 
17th,  1864.  Redemption  date, 
July  1,  1894.  Criswell  #144b. 

This  huge  (30  x  15  inches)  docu¬ 
ment,  with  approx.  60  coupons  at¬ 
tached,  is  printed  in  orange  and  black 
on  white  paper.  It  is  one  of  the  most 


popular  and  impressive  of  all  CSA 
bonds!  Featured  is  a  vignette  of  an 
equestrian  statue  of  George  Washing¬ 
ton  and  Confederate  flags. 

10,800  bonds  of  this  type  were  is¬ 
sued.  The  bond  will  grade  VF  to  EF 
and  is  priced  at  $49.00.  Order  CSA 
Bond  No.  5. 


Special  Package  Value  !  Order  one  each  of  the 

five  different  Confederate  bonds  at  a  substantial  discount!  If  ordered 
singly,  the  set  of  five  bonds  would  cost  $215,  but  while  our  supply  lasts, 
you  may  order  one  complete  set  for  only  $149,  postpaid!  Order  "CSA 
Bonds  Special  Offer.”  Our  supply  is  limited,  so  call  (800)  222-5993  and 
reserve  yours  today.  The  call  is  free.  You  are  certain  to  be  delighted  with 
your  purchase! 
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NUMISMATIC  LITERATURE 

When  Thomas  Elder  Writes. . . 

His  feisty  and  irreverent  Elder  Magazine 
still  makes  fascinating  reading  80  years  later 

By  Q.  David  Bowers 


In  our  Rare  Coin  Review  #70,  Tom  LaMarre's 
article  on  Tom  Elder  told  of  the  idiosyncrasies 
of  one  of  America's  most  outspoken,  colorful, 
and  controversial  dealers  at  the  turn  of  the  century. 
The  launching  pad  for  many  of  Elder's  ideas  was 
The  Elder  Monthly ;  which  made  its  debut  in  March 
1906.  By  the  end  of  1907  the  name  had  been 
changed  to  the  seemingly  more  pretentious  The  Eld¬ 
er  Magazine,  which,  come  to  think  of  it,  might  be 
a  nice  title  today  for  the  American  Association  of 
Retired  People's  journal  (presently  called  Modern 
Maturity). 

As  readers  of  Forbes  magazine  know  well,  those 
who  publish  magazines  have  every  right  to  include 
their  name  in  the  title  and  to  say  whatever  they  want 
on  the  pages.  So  it  was  with  dealer  Tom  Elder  three 
quarters  of  a  century  ago. 

Today  many  of  the  articles  in  his  magazine,  and 
many  of  his  “fillers"  and  comments,  make  in¬ 
teresting  reading.  Among  early  issues  of  the 
periodical,  the  commentaries,  here  reprinted, 
recently  caught  your  editor's  eye. 

March  1906: 

“A  current  rumor  has  it  that  we  are  to  have  new 
designs  made  for  our  own  coins,  and  that  the  gold 
coinage,  the  least  useful,  will  be  the  first  to  be 
redesigned.  While  the  present  coinage  may  be 
mechanically  and  commercially  perfect,  it  falls 
below  the  English  and  French  types  in  point  of  ar¬ 
tistic  merit.  In  fact,  it  barely  excels  the  work  on  coins 
of  Kamehameha,  King  of  Ha¬ 
waii,  while  it  is  vastly  inferior  to 
the  coinage  of  Menelik,  Negus 
of  Abyssinia." 

While  present-day  Rare  Coin 
Review  readers^  may  be  able  to 
intelligently  compare  United 
States  half  dollars,  quarters,  In¬ 
dian  cents,  and  the  like  minted 
in  1906  with  the  1883-dated 
coinage  bearing  the  portrait  of 
King  Kamehameha  of  Hawaii— 
although  your  editor  doesn't  see 
much  of  a  connection— relatively 
few  readers  can  expound 
authoritatively  on  the  minted 
output  of  Menelik  of  Abyssinia! 

Further  in  the  same  issue,  on 
a  slightly  different  topic: 

"The  new  Denver  Mint  will 
be  put  in  operation  in  a  very  few 
months,  turning  out  coins  bear¬ 
ing  the  D  mintmark.  Collectors, 
do  not  get  your  Dahlonegas 


mixed  with  the  Denverites." 

More: 

"That  numismatics  is  not  a  dead  issue  in  America 
is  evidenced  by  the  activity  of  present  among  the 
different  societies  here  and  in  Canada.  The  New 
York  Society,  thanks  to  Mr.  Huntington  and  several 
other  generous  persons,  is  to  have  a  $47,000 
home— the  finest  cache  of  its  kind  in  the  world — 
and  over  1,500  specimens  have  been  donated  to 
its  cabinets  in  the  last  year."  The  reference  is  to  the 
American  Numismatic  Society,  which  today  is  resi¬ 
dent  in  the  magnificent  building  which  back  then 
was  just  a  dream.  Open  to  visitors,  it  is  located  at 
155th  Street  and  Broadway,  New  York  City. 

From  there  Elder  went  on  to  discuss  numismatics 
in  the  popular  press,  commenting  that  a  recent  ar¬ 
ticle  published  in  Washington  stated  that  an 
1878-CC  20-cent  piece  "commands  a  premium  of 
from  $10  to  $15."  The  only  problem  was  that  there 
ain't  no  such  animal.  The  value  of  a  real  rarity,  the 
1894-S  dime,  given  in  the  same  newspaper  article 
as  being  worth  $5  to  $10  was  understated,  and  Elder 
hastened  to  inform  his  readers  that  "$50  to  $100 
would  be  nearer  the  mark."  One  wonders  what  Eld¬ 
er  would  have  said  if  he  knew  that  years  later  ex¬ 
amples  of  the  1894-S  dime  would  sell  in  the 
$50,000  to  $100,000  range  or  even  more! 

A  contributor  to  Elder's  publication,  Charles  J. 
Connick,  penned  a  dissertation,  "A  Comment  on 
the  Coins  of  the  United  States."  Mint-bashing  is  still 
a  popular  pursuit,  and  every 
time  the  United  States  Mint 
comes  out  with  a  new  design, 
detractors,  if  placed  single  file  in 
a  line,  would  extend  from  Cud- 
debackville,  New  York  to  Em¬ 
poria,  Kansas.  So  it  was  also 
back  in  1906,  when  Connick, 
while  not  comparing  current 
coinage  with  that  of 
Kamehameha  or  the  obscure 
Menelik,  stated  concerning 
what  must  have  been  the  Barber 
dime,  quarter,  and  half  dollar: 
"What  means  this  vulgar  and 
mean  profile,  with  its  coarse  and 
badly-drawn  features,  that  graces 
the  obverse  of  our  silver  coins? 
Why  this  brutal  nose  and  crude, 
flabby  mouth,  whose  lines  are 
those  of  cruelty  and  discontent? 
Why  this  low  forehead  and 
small,  flat  skull  which  are  so  elo¬ 
quent  of  the  entire  absence  of 


brains.  Why  this  grotesque  and  ugly  thing  tolerated 
as  the  symbol  of  what  is  sublime  and  beautiful,  and 
of  great  power  in  this  country,  where  beauty  and 
truth  and  goodness  are  so  often  given  real  con¬ 
sideration;  where  character,  when  all  is  said,  is  final¬ 
ly  appreciated  and  extolled?  .  .  . 

"Staring  at  us  persistently,  early  and  late,  intruding 
its  sordid  ugliness  upon  the  poorest  of  us 
everywhere,  is  this  reminder,  not  of  our  real 
achievements,  our  vital  characteristics,  our  lofty 
ideals,  but  rather  the  symbol  of  our  puerility,  our 
grossness,  our  brutality,  our  low,  crude,  aesthetic 
standards. 

"It  would  afford  a  grateful  relief  to  any  honest 
observer  to  note  some  redeeming  features  in  the 
design,  obverse  and  reverse,  of  some  of  our  coins. 
The  quest  is  hopeless.  The  eagle  on  the  reverse  of 
the  silver  coins— a  whimsical,  childish  imitation  of 
the  forceful,  characteristic  conventionalized  eagle 
of  Germany— reminds  one  of  the  creation  of  the 
skilful  pastry  cook.  On  the  five-cent  piece  the  head 
lacks  some  of  the  brutality  of  the  one  on  the  silver 
coins,  but  that  is  only  because  it  is  more  weak  and 
silly. 

"However,  for  sheer  inanity,  the  meaningless  pro¬ 
file  on  the  obverse  of  our  one-cent  piece  is  supreme. 
Not  a  line  or  a  mottled  feature  of  it  could  possibly 
be  construed  as  characteristic  of  the  American  In¬ 
dian,  yet  it  is  confidently  crowned  with  feathers  as 
a  child  would  naively  use  a  label:  'This  is  an  In¬ 
dian.'  " 

It  is  not  that  the  writer  could  not  find  pleasing 
coinage  elsewhere,  for  apparently  he  could:  "Con¬ 
trast  this  with  the  bronze  French  coin,  with  its  no¬ 
ble,  intelligent  head  obverse,  and  the  pleasantly  de¬ 
signed  reverse,  or  the  beautifully  modeled  head  of 
the  girl  Queen  Victoria  on  the  Hong  Kong  penny 
issued  some  years  ago,  or  the  coin  distinguished 
by  the  tenderly  modeled  head  of  the  Queen  of  the 
Netherlands,  or  the  current  English  penny,  or  a  pen¬ 
ny  of  the  late  Boer  Republic,  or  the  coins  of  the 
least  of  the  Central  American  states.  .  . 

"But  let  us  be  fair.  One  feature  which  may  be  urg¬ 
ed  for  these  coins  of  ours:  They  are  designed  to  be 
stacked  in  piles,  and  can  be  readily  handled  in  large 
quantities— a  consideration  which  evidently  did  not 
trouble  the  aesthetic  Greeks,  but  the  lack  of  which 
forced  promptly  into  seclusion  an  admirable  design 
by  one  of  our  distinguished  artists.  One  can  imagine 
the  professional  scorn  of  the  almighty  ones  of  a 
practical  turn  of  mind,  in  noting  that  the  great  art¬ 
ist's  dollars  would  not  stand  in  piles!  Our  dollars 
will  stand  in  piles!  And  they  may  be  rolled  up  into 
neat  packages  of  25  (sic)  most  attractively.  A  hand- 


■  Thomas  Elder  was  one  of 
America's  most  outspoken,  color¬ 
ful,  and  controversial  dealers. 
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some  appearance  they  make,  too,  when  wrapped 
and  sealed  and  labeled!'' 

A  spokesperson  for  the  Mint  had  some  nice  things 
to  sav  about  the  Barber  coinage,  but  our  presently- 
quoted  writer  of  1906  disagreed.  If  what  he  earlier 
said  wasn't  enough  on  the  subject,  then  perhaps 
the  following  comment  finally  convinced  his 
readers  that,  yes,  these  coins  were  not  pleasing  to 
him:  The  head,'  on  the  obverse  of  our  silver  coins, 
the  Director  of  the  Mint  gravely  states,  'is  an  ideal 
one.'  The  design  for  half,  quarter,  and  dime  is  the 
work  of  Charles  E.  Barber,  engraver  of  the  United 
States  Mint,  and  it  cannot  be  changed  for  25  years 
except  by  special  Act  of  Congress.  This  is  official. 
Hasten  the  special  Act  of  Congress!  Some  of  us  were 
proud  and  hopeful  with  the  handsome  and 
distinguished  Columbian  half  dollar.  We  thought, 
reasonably,  it  must  be  admitted,  that  the  dignity  and 
strength  of  it,  and  its  national  appropriateness, 
would  soon  force  into  obscurity  the  unsightly  things 
of  our  present  coinage." 

just  as  prophets  are  allegedly  without  honor  in 
their  own  country,  coins  are  typically  without  honor 
in  their  own  country  at  the  time  of  issue.  The  Chain 
cent  of  1793,  so  loved  by  collectors  today,  was 
criticized  severely  at  the  time  of  issue,  as  was  the 
Morgan  silver  dollar  of  1878 — with  observers  liken¬ 
ing  the  eagle  to  a  turkey  or  buzzard. 

The  present  writer  is  not  above  all  of  this,  and 
back  in  1984  when  I  stated  that  the  obverse  of  the 
Olympic  silver  dollar— the  motif  showing  headless 
torsos — was  "unattractive,"  a  reader  told  me  that  I 
had  not  the  foggiest  appreciation  for  "true  art." 

In  the  second  issue  of  The  Elder  Monthly,  publish¬ 
ed  in  April  1906,  the  lead  editorial  took  note  of  "the 
splendid  work  which  is  being  done  by  newspapers 
for  the  cause  of  numismatics."  This  was  somewhat 
in  contrast  to  the  article  on  the  same  subject  the 
month  before — the  one  which  told  about  non¬ 
existent  1878-CC  20-cent  pieces. 

Elder  again  took  up  the  subject  of  coin  designs: 

"There  is  a  report  abroad  that  Augustus  Saint- 
Gaudens  is  to  make  some  suggestions,  or  submit 
himself,  some  designs,  for  a  new  artistic  series  of 
United  States  coins.  This  subject  demands  constant 
agitation,  and  the  matter  will  not  down  until  the 
people,  from  banker  to  bootblack,  are  not  compell¬ 
ed  to  glance  morning,  noon  and  night  at  the  per¬ 
sonification  of  ugliness  presented  by  our  dimes, 
quarters,  half  dollars— the  whole  outfit!  Recently  the 
writer  noticed  on  23rd  Street,  New  York  City,  several 
striking  types  of  the  American  Indian  (not  wooden 
Indians),  and  they  resembled  the  portrait  on  our 
one-cent  pieces  much  as  they  did  that  of  George 
Washington.  We  doubt  if  these  braves  would 
recognize  what  portrayal  was  attempted  on  the  ob¬ 
verse  of  the  cent.  In  each  issue 
of  the  Monthly  henceforth  we 
are  going  to  publish  an  apropos 
article  until  the  new  coinage, 
which  must  come  sooner  or 
later,  appears." 

Then  followed  an  article, 

"Prostitution  of  Intellect,"  which 
quoted  an  unnamed  member  of 
the  New  York  Numismatic 
Society  who  decried  that  this 
term  was  applicable  to  the  col¬ 
lecting  of  United  States  coins  by 
dates.  Even  worse,  the  article 
went  on,  auction  cataloguers 
found  that  their  bid  books  were 
filled  with  notations  for  com¬ 
mon  United  States  cents,  nickels 
and  dimes,  and  that  there  was 
little  or  no  interest  in  Greek,  Ro¬ 
man,  or  foreign  coins.  All  of  this 
equated  to  Elder's  conclusion: 

"The  average  American  cares 
nothing  for  history." 


Those  who  crossed  Elder  in 
business  transactions  were  apt  to 
be  upbraided  in  print,  and  on 
page  16  of  the  April  1906  issue 
all  those  who  cared  to  could 
read  that  J.F.  Trowbridge,  of  Pi- 
qua,  Ohio,  bid  about  $35  at  one 
of  Elder's  auctions  but  refused  to 
accept  any  of  the  lots.  As  bad  as 
Trowbridge  might  have  been, 

Henry  J.  Anderson,  of  236 
Union  Street,  Napa,  California, 
apparently  was  worse,  for  it  was 
noted  concerning  him:  "Record 
especially  bad." 

On  page  19  Elder  took  the 
time  to  give  his  opinion  concer¬ 
ning  questions  about  coins  re¬ 
ceived  from  the  public.  One 
correspondent  asked  him  about 
a  "widow's  might,"  whereas  an¬ 
other  inquired  concerning  the 
value  of  an  1861  United  States 
half  dollar  of  the  Ohio  Mint! 

And  then  there  were  people  who  asked  for  "a  book 
on  coins"  to  tell  them  values,  without  enclosing 
any  money,  "assuming,  of  course,  that  the  dealer 
keeps  a  large  printing  plant  working  day  and  night 
turning  out  free  books  to  help  educate  the  public, 
which,  when  educated,  goes  straightway  and  sells 
its  coins  to  its  competitor.  The  'free  coin  book' 
fiends  should  apply  to  Andy  Carnegie — who  gives 
away  whole  libraries." 

Collectors  of  Indian  cents,  Barber  dimes,  Barber 
quarters,  and  Barber  half  dollars— if  there  indeed 
were  any  such  collectors  at  all  on  Elder's  mailing 
list,  may  have  been  heartened  to  know  that  their 
"ugly"  coins  were  in  good  company,  for  the  lead 
page  of  the  May  1906  issue  of  The  Elder  Monthly 
stated:  "The  new  Mexican  silver  coins  are  as  crude 
and  unattractive  in  design  as  any  which  have  yet 
appeared."  However,  then  it  was  soon  back  to 
United  States  coins:  Are  Americans  too  intent  on 
the  making  of  dollars  to  consider  what  kind  of 
dollars  they  are  making ? 

If  anyone  ever  wondered  how  coins  filtered  out 
of  the  Mint  in  the  last  century,  Thomas  Elder's  com¬ 
ments  that  he  was  about  to  catalogue  the  property 
of  Mrs.  A.D.  Patterson,  consisting  of  an  important 
collection  of  United  States  coins  collected  by  her 
grandfather,  former  director  of  the  Philadelphia 
Mint,  will  lay  this  question  to  rest.  "This  collection 
contains  many  fine  and  rare  pieces,  especially  pat¬ 
terns,  including  the  rare  Flying  Eagle  half  dollar  of 
1838,  choice  cents,  half  cents  and  minor  coins." 

The  June  1906  issue  stated  that  the  government 
was  requested  to  mint  one 
million  commemorative  silver 
pieces  of  the  $2  denomination 
for  the  Jamestown  Exposition  to 
be  held  the  next  year,  in  1907. 
Unfortunately  for  those  who 
might  enjoy  collecting  them,  no 
such  commemorative — or  for 
that  matter,  denomination— was 
ever  coined. 

The  August  1906  issue  told  of 
a  fortunate  discovery:  "Con¬ 
federate  money— the  regular 
issues  known  as  Confederate 
Treasury  Notes — are  not  hard  to 
find  even  45  years  after  they 
were  issued,  but  lots  with  face 
value  running  well  over  a  quar¬ 
ter  million  dollars  do  not  often 
materialize  nowadays.  A  neat 
Uncirculated  lot  of  uncancelled 
Confederates  with  a  face  value 
amounting  to  something  over 
$333,000  was  bought  over  the 


counter  recently  by  Thomas  L. 
Elder.  This  lot  had  been  resting 
comfortably  and  undisturbed  for 
over  40  years  in  the  bottom  of 
an  old  family  trunk  in  a  South¬ 
ern  home  near  Atlanta,  Geor¬ 
gia." 

One  of  America's  most 
famous  coins  was  the  subject  of 
another  paragraph: 

"Thomas  L.  Elder  enjoyed  the 
honor  of  purchasing  the  Wet- 
more  dollar  of  1804  from 
Messrs.  Chapman  of  Philadel¬ 
phia,  for  $1,000,  and  the  short¬ 
lived  privilege  of  owning  it  and 
disposing  of  it  all  in  one  day.  Mr. 
James  H.  Manning,  prominent 
citizen,  banker  and  business¬ 
man,  twice  mayor  of  Albany, 
New  York,  relieved  Mr.  Elder  of 
the  responsibility  of  caring  for 
the  treasure." 

The  November  1906  issue 
contained  an  article  titled  "The  Numismatic  Bo¬ 
gey  Man,"  which,  it  would  seem  from  Elder's 
reputation,  could  have  applied  to  himself— but  ob¬ 
viously  Elder  did  not  intend  it  that  way: 

"This  species  of  collector  is,  we  are  glad  to  say, 
unique  in  America,  but  we  have  here  in  New  York 
a  single  specimen,  whom  attendants  at  recent  auc¬ 
tion  sales  will  recall  as  the  one  who  enlivens  the 
afternoon  with  continuous  abuse,  petty  per¬ 
sonalities,  unsolicited  opinions  on  auction  lots,  and 
excess  show  of  childish  conceit .  .  .  absolutely 
true.  .  .  to  hear  him  talk,  numismatics  begins  and 
ends  with  himself;  he  disports  himself  in  a  numis¬ 
matic  arena  alone,  with  not  a  single  other  foeman 
visible  worthy  of  his  steel.  As  an  expert  he  occupies 
a  niche  so  exalted  that  poor  ordinary  mortals  like 
ourselves  require  a  powerful  telescope  to  sight  him. 
He  speaks  of  numismatic  reforms.  Reforms  that 
should  begin  at  home.  We  know  that  he  is  insincere. 
We  have  yet  to  hear  that  this  individual— this  nu¬ 
mismatic  bogey— has  ever  said  a  good  word  about 
anybody  save  himself." 

As  time  progressed,  The  Elder  Monthly  apparent¬ 
ly  was  becoming  popular,  and  also  scarce,  for  Eld¬ 
er  stated  that  he  had  run  out  of  issues  of  Volume 
I,  No.1,  and  would  offer  five  cents  for  any  readers 
caring  to  part  with  their  copies.  But,  lo  and  behold! 
The  December  1906  issue  then  told  of  a  fortuitous 
discovery:  "We  have  just  unearthed  a  limited 
number  of  Volume  I,  Number  1,  issued  last  March, 
any  of  our  readers  wishing  to  complete  their  files 
may  obtain  this,  or  other  back  numbers,  by  remit¬ 
ting  us  five  cents  per  copy." 

The  Elder  Monthly  in  February  1907  reported: 
"Just  to  show  that  the  coin  market  is  in  no  way  de¬ 
pressed  at  present  we  have  but  to  report  these  rec¬ 
ord  prices  for  half  cents,  sold  in  this  city  at  auction 
recently:  1831  $62,  1840  $50,  1841  $33,  1842  $95, 
1843  $56,  1844  $61,  1845  $110,  1846  $57,  1847  $53, 
1858  $50,  and  1852  $51." 

A  few  pages  later  readers  were  told  the  story  of 
Lady  Godiva,  who  in  1057  took  her  famous  ride. 
"It  appears  that  the  Earl  Leofroic  had  imposed  so 
heavy  a  tax  upon  the  inhabitants  of  the  town  that 
they  were  powerless  to  pay  it.  The  Earl,  at  last  weary¬ 
ing  of  pleadings  of  his  wife,  Lady  Godiva,  that  he 
withdraw  the  tax,  consented  to  stop  the  taxation 
on  condition  that  she  should  parade  naked  through 
the  streets.  This  he  swore,  half  jestingly,  with  his 
great  oath.  Lady  Godiva,  shrouded  with  her  long 
hair,  mounted  her  snow-white  horse  and  successful¬ 
ly  accomplished  the  ride.  All  the  good  townspeo¬ 
ple  had  agreed  to  stay  indoors  during  the  ride,  and 
not  one  stirred  out  except  'peeping  Tom,'  the  town 
tailor,  who  was  unable  to  restrain  his  curiosity.  . 

What  does  this  have  to  do  with  numismatics?  The 


BASHING  BARBER 


■  "What  means  this  vulgar  and 
mean  profile,  with  its  coarse  and 
badly  drawn  features,  that  graces 
the  obverse  of  our  silver  coins?" 
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answer  is  simple:  A  1792-dated 
British  token  shows  Lady  Godiva 
nude  riding  sidesaddle  on 
horseback.  In  cataloguing  one  of 
these  a  few  years  ago,  we  were 
prompted  to  ask  if  the  event 
commemorated  gave  rise  to  the 
saying:  "Hooray  for  our  side!" 

The  issue  of  April  1907 
devoted  a  page  to  reprinting  an 
article  from  the  Detroit  News 
Tribune ,  concerning  "The  Face 
on  the  Cent."  This  dissertation 
contained  about  as  much  misin¬ 
formation  as  could  be  cramm¬ 
ed  into  a  few  dozen  lines  of 
type,  including  the  assertion  that 
Indian  cents  were  issued  from 
1836  onward  (instead  of  1859), 
that  James  B.  Longacre  was  chief 
engraver  of  the  Philadelphia 
Mint  from  1828  through  1840 
(instead  of  1844  through  1869), 
and,  especially  curiously:  "In 
1835  a  competition  was  opened  for  sketches  and 
engravings  for  the  new  copper  cent  that  was  to  be 
issued."  The  story  went  on  to  relate  that  1,000 
designs  were  offered  against  a  good  prize,  and  that 
Longacre  himself  sought  to  compete  but  lacked  a 
good  idea.  Then,  on  one  fortuitous  morning,  a 
number  of  Indians,  and  their  chief,  came  to 
Washington  and  "were  shown  to  through  the  Mint" 
(news  of  the  location  of  a  mint  in  Washington  must 
have  surprised  collectors  back  then— but  Elder  did 
not  correct  any  of  the  errors  in  the  article!).  Chief 
Engraver  Longacre  had  his  daughter  at  the  Mint  in 
that  long-ago  mythical  day,  and  the  old  Indian  chief 
found  her  attractive,  and  was  fascinated  with  her 
interest  in  his  regalia.  "She  childishly  wondered 
how  she  would  look  in  the  feathered  headgear.  This 
was  told  the  chief,  who  solemnly  divested  himself 
of  the  feathers  and  had  them  placed  on  the  girl's 
head.  The  effect  was  so  striking  that  the  father  took 
time  to  make  a  sketch  of  the  picture,  finishing  it 
afterward  for  his  own  amusement. 

"At  the  last  moment  of  the  period  given  for  sen¬ 
ding  in  engravings  he  bethought  himself  of  the 
possibility  of  the  combination  of  Indian  feathers  and 
Saxon  sweetness.  He  got  it  in,  and  much  sport  was 
made  of  the  child  at  the  time  in  the  city  because 
of  the  incident.  The  sketch  passed  through  the  sev¬ 
enth  sifting  and  finally  reached  the  last  round.  By 
one  vote  it  won,  and  ever  since  Sarah  Longacre's 
young  face  has  served  for  the  humblest  of  coins, 
than  which  no  single  coin  in  the  world  has  such 
tremendous  circulation." 

Perhaps  Walter  Breen  should  dig  out  a  copy  of 
Tom  Elder's  long-ago  magazine  and  then  forthwith 
rewrite  the  history  of  the  Indian  cent  design  begin¬ 
ning  on  page  217  of  his  Encyclopedia! 

Later  in  the  same  issue,  Edgar  H.  Adams,  who 
later  was  to  become  very  prominent  on  the 
American  scene,  but  who  at  that  time  was  best 
known  as  a  numismatic  columnist  and  general  writ¬ 
er  for  the  New  York  Sun,  contributed  an  article, 
"Our  Fifteen  Rarest  Coins."  What  he  probably 
meant  to  say  is  most  valuable  rather  than  rarest.  Top¬ 
ping  the  list  was  the  1787  Brasher  doubloon,  follow¬ 
ed  in  order  by  half  eagles  of  1815  and  1822.  In¬ 
terestingly,  at  the  time  the  1815  half  eagle  was 
considered  to  be  on  a  par  with  the  1822,  although 
today  (1988)  the  1822  is  considered  to  be  by  far  the 
rarer.  Indeed,  only  three  1822  half  eagles  exist,  two 
of  which  are  in  the  Smithsonian.  The  solitary  ex¬ 
ception  was  catalogued  by  the  present  writer  as  part 
of  the  Eliasberg  Collection  of  U.S.  Gold  Coins  and 
was  sold  for  $687,500  in  November  1982. 

Fourth  on  the  list  was  the  1804  silver  dollar, 
followed  by  the  Washington  cent  of  1791,  struck  in 
gold— a  coin  which  today  (1988)  is  rather  specializ- 


LADY  CODIVA 


■  "What  does  this  have  to  do 
with  numismatics?  The  answer  is 
simple:  A  1792-dated  British  to¬ 
ken  shows  Lady  Godiva  nude 
riding  sidesaddle.  . ." 


ed  and  would  not  be  recogniz¬ 
ed  by  the  general  collector. 
Adams  went  on  to  say:  "The 
cent  was  a  pattern  submitted  for 
adoption  by  the  United  States 
government  at  the  beginning  of 
the  operations  of  the  Mint.  The 
design  was  not  accepted,  but 
one  specimen  was  struck  in 
gold;  that  is,  so  far  as  is  known, 
only  one  was  struck,  although 
there  may  be  others  laid  away 
and  forgotten.  On  the  obverse  is 
a  bust  of  Washington,  surround¬ 
ed  by  the  words  WASHINGTON 
PRESIDENT.  Below  is  the  date 
1791.  On  the  reverse  is  a  large 
eagle  with  outstretched  wings, 
bearing  upon  its  breast  a  United 
States  shield,  with  a  number  of 
arrows  in  the  right  talon  and  a 
•  sprig  of  olive  in  the  left.  The  top 

of  the  coin,  between  the  ex¬ 
panded  wings  of  the  eagle, 
which  fill  almost  the  entire  field  are  the  words  ONE 
CENT. 

"Ranking  with  this  coin  in  point  of  rarity  is  the 
Washington  half  dollar  of  1792,  struck  in  gold.  This 
is  supposed  to  have  been  struck  as  a  compliment 
to  George  Washington  and  to  have  been  carried  by 
him  as  a  pocket  piece,  as  it  shows  some  signs  of 
wear.  It  sold  for  $500  in  1875  .  . 

The  famous  pattern  Nova  Constellatio  silver  issues 
of  1783  came  next  on  Adams'  list. 

Then  followed  the  Massachusetts  Good  Samaritan 
shilling.  Decades  later  this  coin  was  proved  to  be 
a  concoction,  by  Eric  P.  Newman,  who  wrote  a 
monograph  on  its  history,  published  by  the 
American  Numismatic  Society. 

The  Lord  Baltimore  penny,  said  to  be  worth  $550, 
was  next,  followed  by  the  muling  of  the  New  Jersey 
copper  with  Washington  on  the  obverse.  Then  came 
the  1776  Continental  Currency  piece  struck  in  sil¬ 
ver,  then  a  rare  variety  of  1787  New  York  cent,  then, 
last,  the  original  1861  Confederate  States  of  America 
half  dollar,  a  coin  of  which  just  four  are  believed 
to  have  been  made. 

It  would  be  interesting  to  see  what  a  comparable 
list  of  coins  would  look  like  if  compiled  today.  Of 
course,  rarity  is  not  so  much  a  consideration  as  is 
the  combination  of  price  and  popularity.  There  are 
numerous  patterns,  die  varieties  of  state  copper 
coins,  etc.,  which  are  unique  but  which  are  not  ex¬ 
pensive,  at  least  not  in  the  league  of  the  pieces  just 
mentioned.  Rather,  such  a  list  would  probably  be 
studded  by  such  landmarks  as  the  1787  Brasher 
doubloon — the  coin  at  the  head 
of  the  earlier  list  as  well — the 
1804  dollar,  the  1913  Liberty 
Head  nickel  (which  had  not 
been  minted  when  the  first  list 
was  compiled),  etc. 

Augustus  Saint-Gaudens  was 
busy  at  work  redesigning 
American  coinage,  although  the 
details  concerning  this  were  not 
to  be  made  public  for  many 
years.  A  hint  of  what  was  going 
on  surfaced  in  the  May  1907 
issue  of  The  Elder  Monthly: 

"The  two  new  $20  pieces  which 
were  recently  designed  by  Mr. 

Augustus  Saint-Gaudens,  at  the 
request  of  President  Roosevelt, 
had  been  purchased  for  the 
government  collection  at  Phila¬ 
delphia  and  have  been  depos¬ 
ited  in  its  cabinet.  From  this,  we 
infer  that  the  design  of  Mr.  Saint- 
Gaudens  was  not  accepted." 


THE  IRISH  QUESTION 


■  "The  rumor  was  cir¬ 
culating  .  . .  that  an  Irish  girl  was 
the  model.  It  was  suggested  that 
a  person  who  was  not  a  native- 
born  American  was  not  worthy 
or  such  an  honor." 


An  interesting  note  in  the  August-September  1907 
issue  told  of  collector  H  O.  Granberg,  who  was  in¬ 
volved  in  gold  and  silver  mining  operations,  and 
who  stated  that  by  working  with  his  own  mines, 
not  attending  the  recent  sale  of  the  coins  of  Mat¬ 
thew  A.  Stickney,  he  made  $165,000.  In  the  mean¬ 
time,  the  proprietor  of  The  Elder  Monthly  was  busy 
on  other  fronts: 

"A  set  of  medals  of  the  musical  composers  will 
probably  be  next  issued  by  Mr.  Elder.  Those  to  be 
included  are  Bach,  Mozart,  Beethoven, 
Mendelssohn,  and  Wagner.  Portraits  of  these  com¬ 
posers  will  adorn  the  obverses,  while  the  reverses 
will  give  dates  of  birth  and  death,  and  the  names 
of  some  of  their  most  important  works.” 

A  few  pages  further  on,  there  was  a  confronta¬ 
tion  between  numismatic  giants:  Thomas  L.  Elder 
on  this  side  of  the  Atlantic  and  venerable  London 
dealer  A.H.  Baldwin  on  the  other.  It  seems  that  Elder 
sent  Baldwin  a  bid  for  a  rare  Mormon  gold  quarter 
eagle,  but  this  bid  was  overlooked  or  misplaced  by 
the  Britisher,  who  purchased  it  for  another  account. 
One  does  not  know  the  text  of  Elder's  letter  to 
Baldwin,  but  Baldwin's  letter  to  Elder  is  quoted  in 
part  in  Elder's  magazine:  "I  have  never  in  the  course 
of  my  35  years  business  as  a  numismatist  stooped 
to  trickery.  You  may  take  whatever  action  you  like, 
but  I  would  like  to  remind  you  that  if  you  accuse 
me  of  either  trickery  or  lying,  I  have  a  remedy  on 
this  side."  Elder,  who  always  had  to  have  the  last 
word,  of  course,  loftily  stated:  "Let  all  fair-minded 
English  and  American  collectors  decide  as  to  the 
personal  character,  business  methods  and  reliability 
of  said  Baldwin." 

More  on  the  subject  of  new  coinage  appeared 
in  the  same  issue: 

"Augustus  Saint-Gaudens,  the  distinguished 
sculptor.  .  .  died  at  Cornish,  New  Hampshire,  at  7 
p.m.  on  August  3rd,  last.  The  new  $10  and  $20 
pieces  which  are  at  now  present  being  coined  at 
the  Philadelphia  Mint  are  of  his  designing,  and  have 
been  pronounced  beautiful.  The  obverse  type  of  the 
$10  bears  a  head  of  Liberty  in  an  Indian  headdress, 
believed  to  have  been  posed  for  by  Miss  Mary  Cun¬ 
ningham  of  Saint-Gaudens'  household;  the  reverse 
bears  a  very  realistic  eagle  of  the  Ptolemaic  type. 
The  obverse  of  the  $20  bears  the  figure  of  Liberty 
standing  by  a  shield  with  one  knee  raised.  The  re¬ 
verse  has  an  eagle  standing  with  wings  open.  [This 
was  strictly  a  pattern  design— QDB]  It  is  understood 
that  the  $10  piece  will  be  the  first  upon  which  the 
public  eye  will  gaze,  although  it  was  generally  sup¬ 
posed  that  the  $20  would  be  the  first  to  come  out." 

A  few  paragraphs  later  on  the  Cleveland  Plain 
Dealer  took  a  swipe  at  the  new  $10  design: 

"In  the  meantime,  all  across  America  the  rumor 
was  circulating  in  the  press  that 
Mary  Cunningham,  an  Irish  girl, 
was  indeed  the  model  for  whom 
the  new  $10  was  taken.  It  was 
further  suggested  that  for 
reasons  unspecified  a  person 
who  was  not  a  native-born 
American  was  not  worthy  of 
such  an  honor.  Rising  to  this,  the 
Rochester  Post  Express  printed 
an  article  dated  September  21, 
duly  reprinted  by  Elder: 

"The  Saint-Gaudens  family 
refused  to  give  any  information 
whatever  regarding  Mary  Cun¬ 
ningham,  the  pretty  young  Irish 
waitress  whom  the  late  Saint- 
Gaudens  took  as  a  model  when 
designing  the  new  issue  of  gold 
coins.  The  Cunningham  girl  is 
now  employed  as  a  domestic  in 
the  family  of  the  late  sculptor, 
but  no  outsider  is  allowed  to  see 
her.  The  Saint-Gaudens  villa  is 
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secluded  on  a  spur  o»  the  Green  Mountain  Range 
with  numerous  signs  at  the  entrance  to  the  grounds 
announcing  that  no  strangers  are  admitted. 

Homer  Saint-Gaudens,  a  son,  said  tonight  that 
there  was  some  misapprehension  regarding  the 
coins  on  which  the  young  woman's  figure  is  to  ap¬ 
pear.  He  said  that  the  statement  that  her  face  is  to 
appear  in  profile  on  the  copper  cent  is  incorrect. 
He  asserted,  instead,  that  she  will  be  shown  full 
length  on  either  the  $10  or  $20  gold  piece.  Mr. 
Saint-Gaudens  was  not  sure  which.  There  had  been 
many  other  models  for  coins,  and  he  did  not  see 
why  so  much  fuss  should  be  made  over  this  one, 
but  at  any  rate  he  was  not  going  to  add  to  it  by  giv¬ 
ing  any  other  information. 

"Young  Mr.  Saint-Gaudens,  who  is  vexed,  would 
not  discuss  the  protest  of  the  Independent  Order 
of  Americans  at  the  Harrisburg  (Pennsylvania)  con¬ 
vention  against  using  the  Irish-born  girl's  face  on 
the  coins.” 

The  next  paragraph,  reprinted  from  a  Harrisburg 
newspaper  told  more: 

"Victor  B.  Boyer,  state  counselor  of  the  Order  of 
Independent  Americans,  personally  protests  the 
Secretary  Cortelyou  the  protest  of  the  Order  against 
placing  the  profile  of  Mary  Cunningham  on  the 


Update 

Does  Portrait  of 
Columbus  Exist? 

The  following  is  from  reader  Cecil  Webster: 

The  enclosed  newspaper  clipping,  out  of  Coin 
World,  is  part  of  a  speech  you  recently  gave.  A 
paragraph  notes: 

"In  1892,  managers  of  the  World's  Columbian 
Exposition  in  Chicago  sought  an  image  of 
Christopher  Columbus  to  create  a  half  dollar  com¬ 
memorating  the  exhibit.  Apparently  he  was  not  suf¬ 
ficiently  well  known  to  be  remembered  by 
contemporary  painters  or  sculptors  and  died  with¬ 
out  any  record  of 
what  he  looked  like. 
The  decision  was 
finally  to  settle  on 
the  portrait  of  an 
'average  Genoan.'  " 
It  appears  that  the 
managers  of  the 
1892  World's  Co¬ 
lumbian  Exposition 
did  not  know  where 
to  look.  A  book 
History  of  the  Discovery  and  Conquest  of  Costa 
Rica,  by  Ricardo  Fernandez  Guardia,  the  original 
Spanish  edition  of  which  was  published  in  1890 
(and  the  English  translation  in  1913),  illustrates  as 
a  frontispiece  Christopher  Columbus,  with  this  cap¬ 
tion:  "From  a  painting  in  the  Museum  of  the 
Ministry  of  Marine  at  Madrid,  considered  in  Spain 
to  be  the  only  authentic  portrait  of  the  admiral.” 

I  recall  purchasing  coins  from  you  in  the  early 
1950s.  In  my  opinion  you  and  your  firm  have  done 
more  for  numismatics  than  anyone  else.  Your  credits 
in  the  hobby  are  well  deserved,  I  might  add.  Keep 
up  the  good  work. 

Answer  Thank  you  for  your  nice  comments.  I 
am  not  familiar  with  the  provenance  of  the  portrait 
you  so  kindly  sent  me  a  copy  of,  and  whether  this 
,hows  the  "real"  Columbus  would  be  interesting 
to  know  If  you  learn  any  more  on  the  subject, 
please  let  me  know  In  the  meantime  other  Rare 
Coin  Review  readers  are  invited  to  share  thf'ir 
thoughts. 


United  States  gold  coins.  Miss  Cunningham  was 
a  waitress  in  a  Cornish,  New  Hampshire  eating 
house  when  discovered  by  the  late  Augustus  Saint- 
Gaudens'  sculptor.  .  .  the  Independent  Americans, 
admitting  her  rare  beauty,  object  because  she  was 
born  in  Ireland." 

Perhaps  the  last  word  on  the  matter  was  stated 
by  the  Brooklyn  Union,  also  quoted:  "Those  peo¬ 
ple  who  opposed  putting  the  Irish  girl's  face  on  the 
pennies  can  refuse  to  take  them  and  be  able  to 
prove  they  have  no  cents." 

On  the  subject  of  the  new  $10  gold  piece  by 
Saint-Gaudens,  Ebenezer  Gilbert,  well-known  nu¬ 
mismatist,  was  quoted  by  Saint-Gaudens  as  saying: 

"I  have  examined  the  new  Saint-Gaudens  $10 
gold  coin  which  you  so  kindly  obtained  for  me  and 
will  briefly  give  you  my  opinion  of  it.  Upon  the  ob¬ 
verse,  the  head  and  appurtances  and  the  date  are 
too  large  for  the  size  of  the  piece,  and  the  stars  are 
too  small.  The  face  of  Liberty  is  an  anomaly.  The 
prominent  nose  and  chin  indicate  determination 
and  strength  of  character,  but  the  effect  of  overhang¬ 
ing  'upper  jaw'  and  lip  with  open  mouth  is  idiotic. 
While  the  face  is  not  that  of  an  Indian,  the  head- 
gear  is. 

"On  the  reverse  we  find  a  turkey  buzzard  in  pan- 


taletts.  The  words  of  the  legend  above  and  below 
the  effigy  are  not  sufficiently  spaced,  and  are  too 
close  to  the  outer  rim  of  the  coin.  .  .  The  style  of 
letter  used  on  both  the  obverse  and  reverse  and  the 
figures  of  dates  show  very  poor  judgment  viewed 
from  a  typographical  standpoint.  .  .  The  coin,  both 
obverse  and  reverse,  is  a  humiliating  disappoint¬ 
ment.  .  .  " 

On  the  other  hand,  Charles  J.  Connick,  who 
earlier  had  written  about  the  unfortunate  qualities 
of  Barber  coinage,  liked  the  piece  and  noted:  "We 
appreciate  the  grace  and  beauty  of  the  firmly  mod¬ 
eled  head,  so  nicely  placed,  and  so  decoratively 
relieved  by  the  stiff  feathers;  the  eagle  remarkable 
for  its  spirited  yet  dignified  posture  and  for  the 
very  evident  characteristics  in  drawing  and  model¬ 
ing  of  the  American  eagle.  In  this  we  have  at  last 
a  truthful,  dignified  and  conventional  American  ea¬ 
gle." 

Today,  Elder's  periodical  is  interesting  to  read  as 
a  reflection  of  the  publisher's  thoughts.  Although 
the  first  year  or  two  of  Elder's  magazine  touched 
upon  many  topics  and  addressed  many  controver¬ 
sies,  one  was  conspicuously  absent:  grading.  One 
wonders  what  Thomas  Elder  would  have  to  say  on 
the  subject  of  grading  if  he  were  alive  today! 


■  Recently,  Alan  Herbert,  the  well-known  numismatic  researcher  and  writer  who  is  on  the 
staff  of  Numismatic  News  visited  us  at  our  office,  camera  in  hand,  and  took  the  above  pic¬ 
ture  of  Ray  Merena.  Most  of  our  readers  know  about  Ray  Merena,  but  do  they  know  about 
the  seat  he  is  sitting  in?  Probably  not,  so  we  will  tell  you  that  this  was  "rescued"  from  the 
Pastime  Theatre,  Coshocton,  Ohio,  a  number  of  years  ago,  where  it  had  been  used  since  its 
installation  in  1915.  Restored,  it  is  now  in  our  office. 
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NUMISMATICS  AND  HISTORY 


The  "Thrill  of  the  Chase" 

With  Carson  City  Mint  Coins 

Opportunities  exist  to  purchase  rarities  at  bargain  prices 

By  Weimar  W.  White 


The  Carson  City  branch  mint,  founded  by 
Abe  Curry,  opened  its  doors  on  January  6, 
1870,  but  no  coins  were  produced  until 
February  11,  1870.  The  first  coin  struck  was  an 
1870-CC  silver  dollar,  of  the  Liberty  Seated  design. 

There  was  much  excitement  in  Carson  City  on 
that  day  as  the  public  welcomed  the  existence  of 
the  new,  shiny  cartwheels.  The  local  newspaper 
made  the  following  comment:  “They  are  a  sight  for 
sore  eyes,  they  have  a  most  pleasant  jingle,  and  they 
are  worth  eight  cents  more  than  two  silver  half 
dollars." 

It  was  Nevada's  most  famous  rich  silver  discovery, 
the  Comstock  Lode  in  1859,  just  14  to  15  miles  away 
in  the  mining  camps  of  Virginia  City  and  Gold  Hill 
that  prompted  Congress  to  pass  a  bill  (March  3, 
1863)  to  establish  a  mint  in  the  territory  of  Nevada. 

Carson  City  was  selected  as  the  best  location  for 
the  new  mint  because  it  was  strategically  located 
in  relationship  to  the  new  mines,  and  there  was  a 
critical  shortage  of  coins  in  the  area. 

Collectors  have  often  wondered  why  so  few  Un¬ 
circulated  Carson  City  minted  coins  exist  for  the 
first  four  years  of  its  operations  and  why  specimens 
seen  are  so  well  worn.  The  answer  lies  in  the  fact 
that  there  was  an  acute  shortage  of  "real  money" 
in  the  locality  and  the  few  coins  that  were  made 
were  hastily  spent.  Carson  City  and  Virginia  City 
were  in  a  rapid  phase  of  building  and  expansion 
due  to  the  wealth  from  the  mines.  Thus  the  available 
money  experienced  a  fast  turnover.  As  a  result,  any 
Mint  State  example  of  a  Carson  City  coin,  made 
during  the  mint's  first  four  years  of  existence,  is  a 
rare  item  today  and  is  cherished  by  the  fortunate 
owner. 

The  mint  produced  only  silver  and  gold  coins 
from  1870  to  1893,  with  three  years  of  non-coinage 
activity  (assay  and  refining  operations)  in  between. 
As  time  passed,  the  rich  silver-gold  ore  deposits 
became  depleted  and  the  costs  of  the  minting 
operations  increased.  Much  pressure  was  exerted 
from  Washington  to  close  down  the  mint.  A  final 
blow  was  dealt  when  $75,549.75  in  gold  was  found 
missing  at  the  mint.  The  resulting  scandal  sealed 
the  final  doom  of  the  Carson  City  Mint  and  its  doors 
were  closed  April  18,  1895. 

Today  the  old  mint  is  used  for  the  Nevada  State 
Museum,  of  which  only  a  part  is  dedicated  to  ex¬ 
hibits  relating  to  the  past  minting  operations. 

It  is  the  romance  of  the  “Old  West,"  the  discovery 
of  silver  and  gold,  the  high-quality  coinage  pro¬ 
duced  at  the  mint,  which  excites  the  collector  of 
Carson  City  coins.  This  excitement  was  further 
enhanced  by  the  release  of  2.9  million  Uncirculated 


certainly  be  regarded  as  very  desirable  and  scarce. 
To  assemble  an  Uncirculated  set,  the  present  cost 
would  be  $9,000  and  up.  In  the  opinion  of  the  au¬ 
thor,  only  about  50  Mint  State  type  sets  are  possi¬ 
ble,  due  to  the  rarity  of  the  Liberty  Seated  dollars. 


Rarity  Profile  of  Carson  City  Minted  Coins 

Because  of  the  great  collector  interest  in  the  coins 
produced  by  the  Carson  City  mint,  a  general  discus¬ 
sion  about  the  major  rarities  in  each  series  is  given. 

Dimes:  The  1871-CC,  1872-CC,  1873-CC  Without 
Arrows  at  the  d^te  (one  Uncirculated  specimen 
known,  which  is  part  of  the  Louis  Eliasberg  fami¬ 
ly  collection),  1873-CC  Arrows  at  Date  and 
the  1874-CC  are  all  major  rarities  in 
all  grades.  The  1875-CC  above  the 
bow  mintmarked  dime  in  Mint 
State  can  be  purchased  without 
much  difficulty.  On  the  other 
hand,  the  1875-CC  below  the 
bow  mint  marked  dime  in  Uncir¬ 
culated  condition  is  a  Rarity-5 
coin.  The  prices  in  Cuide  Book 
(1988)  do  not  presently  reflect  the  dif¬ 
ferences  in  rarity  between  these  two 
coins.  The  most  "common"  Carson  City  dime 
in  Uncirculated  condition  is  the  1877-CC. 

Twenty-cent  pieces:  Only  the  1875-CC  and  the 
1876-CC  issues  were  produced.  The  author 
estimates  that  400  to  1,200  examples  of  the  1875-CC 
issue  exist  in  all  states  of  preservation.  It  should  be 
mentioned  that  it  is  extremely  difficult  to  obtain  an 
example  of  this  date  with  the  eagle's  right  wing  and 
breast  feathers  strongly  struck.  The  1876-CC  20-cent 
piece  is  a  well-known  numismatic  rarity  with  most 
of  the  surviving  examples  (12  to  18)  existing  in  Mint 
State.  Genuine  coins  show  doubling  of  the  Liberty 
in  the  shield.  Numismatists  agree  that  virtually  the 
entire  mintage  of  this  date  was  melted.  Perhaps  the 
few  that  were  saved  for  assay  purposes  are  the  ones 
that  survive  today. 

Quarters:  The  key  coin  in  the  series  is  the 
1873-CC  Without  Arrows  (three  Mint  State 
specimens  are  known).  As  with  the  1873-CC  No  Ar¬ 
rows  dime,  most  of  the  coins  are  believed  to  have 
been  melted.  This  was  because  an  increased  legaliz¬ 
ed  quantity  of  silver  was  added  to  certain  1873-CC 
coins  and  the  arrows  at  the  date  were  added  to 
signify  the  new  weight.  The  rarest  collectible  date 
is  the  1870-CC  quarter,  and  specimens  are  difficult 
to  obtain  in  any  grade.  Only  the  1876-CC,  1877-CC 
and  the  1878-CC  quarters  are  fairly  easy  to  locate 
in  all  grades.  The  rest  of  the  dates  are  very  scarce 
to  rare.  The  1877-CC  is  by  far  the  most  "common" 


Carson  City  Morgan  dollars  to  the  public  in  the 
1970s. 

With  this  background  about  the  mint,  the  author 
would  like  to  share  his  thoughts  concerning  the 
availability  of  Carson  City  coins  and  ideas  about 
collecting  them. 

It  should  be  noted  that  the  56,660,299  coins 
(figures  derived  from  Guide  Book )  struck  at  the  mint 
(see  Table  I)  are  very  low  if  compared  to  that  of  other 
U.S.  mints. 

The  Carson  City  issues,  including  the  major 
varieties  that  are  collected,  are  as  follows:  10  dif¬ 
ferent  dimes,  two  20-cent  pieces,  nine  quarters,  10 
half  dollars,  four  Liberty  Seated  dollars,  13  Morgan 
dollars,  (the  varieties  of  the  1879-CC  and  the 
1880-CCs  are  not  included  in  this  tabulation),  six 
trade  dollars,  and  19  each  of  the  five,  $10,  and  $20 
gold  pieces.  This  comes  to  a  tot  al  of  111  issues  that 
can  be  collected.  Few  collectors  have  ever  tried  to 
assemble  them  all  because  of  the  great  rarity  of 
many  of  the  coins. 

However,  one  can  avoid  many  of  the  frustrations 
experienced  by  the  date  collector  by  putting  togeth¬ 
er  a  nice  10-piece  Carson  City  type  set.  Such  a  set 
contains  the  seven  types  of  silver  coins  as  well  as 
the  $3  gold  issues.  The  approximate  cost  for  a  mat¬ 
ched  set  of  the  most  "common"  coins  in  Extreme¬ 
ly  Fine  would  be  about  $3,000.  Such  a  set  would 


■  Rich  strikes  of  gold  and 
silver  led  Congress  to 
establish  the  Carson  City 
Mint  in  1870. 
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Table  I 

Mintage  Figures  and  Statistics  for  Carson  City  Coinage  (1) 


No.  of  Coins 
Minted 

%  of  Total 
Mintage 

Face  Value 

Dimes 

20,912,588 

36.91 

2,091,258.80 

20c  pieces 

143,290 

0.25 

28,658.00 

Quarters 

10,330,542 

18.23 

2,582,635.50 

Half  Dollars 

5,307,627 

9.37 

2,653,813.50 

Liberty  Seated  $1 

19,288 

0.03 

19,288.00 

Trade  Dollars 

4,211,400 

7.43 

4,211,400.00 

Morgan  Dollars 

13,862,041 

24.47 

13,862,041.00 

$5  Gold 

709,617 

1.25 

3,548,085.00 

$10  Gold 

299,778 

0.53 

2,997,780.00 

$20  Gold 

864,128 

1.53 

17,282,560.00 

Totals 

56,660,299 

100.00 

49,277,519.80 

(1)  Mintage  figures  taken  from  the  Guide  Book,  1988. 


Carson  City  quarter  in  Mint  State. 

Half  dollars:  The  1870-CC  is  regard¬ 
ed  as  the  key  coin  in  the  series.  Randall 
Wiley  has  written  an  article  in  the 
Gobrecht  Journal,  Vol.  14,  issue  #40, 
estimating  that  only  120  to  150  coins 
now  exist  in  all  conditions  with  over 
70%  of  them  being  in  grades  of  Fine  or 
below.  Only  three  of  the  specimens  have 
any  claim  of  being  in  Mint  State  condi¬ 
tion.  The  1871 -CC,  1872-CC,  1873-CC 
With  Arrows,  1873-CC  Without  Arrows, 

1874-CC  and  the  1878-CC  are  all  rarities 
in  Uncirculated  condition.  The  1877-CC 
is  the  most  "common”  half  dollar  in 
Mint  State. 

Liberty  Seated  dollars:  Just  four  dollars 
were  made,  which  is  only  0.03%  of  the 
total  Carson  City  mintage.  All  Liberty 
Seated  dollars  are  very  rare  in  Mint  State. 

The  author  estimates  that  about  27,  five, 

16,  and  three  specimens  exist  in  Mint 
State  for  the  1870-CC,  the  1871-CC,  the 
1872-CC,  and  the  1873-CC  respectively. 

The  four  dollars  as  a  group  (about  50 
known  in  Mint  State)  are  more  than 
60,000  times  rarer  than  Mint  State  Car- 
son  City  Morgan  dollars  as  a  group.  Pres¬ 
ent  coin  values  of  Liberty  Seated  dollars 
do  not  reflect  the  huge  differences  in  rari¬ 
ty  between  the  two  types  of  dollars.  In  circulated 
grades,  the  1871-CC  and  the  1873-CC  issues  are 
Rarity-5  coins.  The  1872-CC  dollar  is  slightly  more 
available,  giving  it  a  rarity  rating  of  Rarity-4.  The 
1870-CC  dollar  is  an  Rarity-3  coin,  but  it  is  difficult 
to  locate  in  grades  of  Extremely  Fine  or  better. 

Morgan  dollars:  The  13  different  Car- 
son  City  dates  are  very  popular  with  collectors  with 
the  1879-CC,  the  1889-CC,  and  the  1893-CC  be¬ 
ing  the  key  coins  in  the  series.  Even  though  many 
hundreds  of  Mint  State  1889-CC  dollars  exist,  they 
always  command  a  high  price  when  sold  because 
of  a  large  collector/investor  base  for  Morgan  dollars. 


Two  extremely  difficult  dates  to  find  in  MS-65  are 
the  1879-CC  Capped  Mintmark  die  variety  (a  mi¬ 
nor  variety)  and  the  1893-CC,  both  in  deep  proof¬ 
like  condition.  The  author  finds  it  interesting  that 
the  Capped  Die  variety  (c/d)  sells  for  less  than  the 
normal  Carson  City  mintmarked  coin  when  the 
former  is  much  scarcer.  Back  in  the  1960s,  the  au¬ 
thor  was  instrumental  in  getting  the  (c/d)  put  into 
Red  Book  as  a  legitimate  variety.  The  1884-CC 
dollar  is  the  most  "common"  of  all  the  Carson  City 
dates  in  Mint  State. 

Trade  dollars:  Of  the  six  trade  dollars,  the 
1878-CC  and  the  1873-CC  are  the  rarest  in  Mint 


State.  All  Carson  City  Mint  State  ex¬ 
amples,  without  chop  marks,  are  very 
scarce  to  rare  in  this  grade.  It  is  difficult 
to  estimate  the  number  of  Mint  State 
specimens  because  of  the  number  of 
"sliders"  available,  and  since  there  is  a 
tendency  to  overgrade  these  coins.  With 
the  exception  of  the  1878-CC  trade 
dollar,  most  of  the  other  dates  are  readily 
available  in  circulated  grades. 

Five-dollar  gold:  The  first  $5  gold 
pieces  were  struck  on  March  2,  1870,  on 
the  now  famous  No.  1  coin  press.  In  the 
author's  opinion,  Carson  City  $5  and  $10 
are  presently  vastly  undervalued  and 
unappreciated  by  the  numismatic  com¬ 
munity.  The  mintages  in  general  are  very 
low  and  most  dates  are  rare!  In  the  $5 
series,  the  following  dates  are  Rarity-5  or 
higher:  1870-CC,  1871-CC,  18>2-CC, 
1873-CC,  1874-CC,  1875-CC,  1876-CC, 
1877-CC,  1878-CC,  1881-CC,  1883-CC, 
and  the  1884-CC.  All  of  these  dates  are 
rare  in  any  state  of  preservation.  The 
1879-CC  and  the  1880-CC  are  very 
scarce  in  circulated  grade  and  warrant 
a  Rarity-4  rating.  The  1882-CC,  1890-CC, 
1891-CC,  1892-CC,  and  the  1893-CC  are 
more  "common"  than  the  other  issues 
mentioned,  but  they  are  still  regarded  as 
scarce.  The  1891-CC  in  Mint  State  is  by  far  the  most 
"common"  Carson  City  $5  gold  piece.  However, 
all  gem  Carson  City  Mint  State  $5  gold  pieces  are 
rare,  in  the  author's  opinion.  In  general,  most  Car- 
son  City  Uncirculated  gold  coins  are  very  "baggy" 
from  being  shipped  to  diverse  locations  in  mint- 
sewn  bags. 

Ten-dollar  gold:  The  first  $10  gold  eagles  made 
their  debut  on  February  14,  1870,  and  the  local 
newspaper  comment  was  that  they  were  "beauties." 
During  the  19  years  of  production,  299,778  coins 
were  produced.  This  very  small  quantity  of  coins 
accounts  for  only  0.53%  of  the  total  Carson  City 
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mintage.  The  following  dates  are  Rarity-5  or  higher 
in  all  grades:  1870-CC,  1871-CC,  1872-CC,  1873-CC, 
1874-CC,  1875-CC,  1876-CC,  1877-CC,  1878-CC, 
1879-CC,  and  the  1882-CC.  For  these  dates  as  a 
group,  only  a  few  Uncirculated  examples  are 
known.  The  1880-CC,  1881-CC,  1883-CC,  1884-CC, 
and  the  1893-CC  are  somewhat  more  available  but 
are  still  regarded  as  rare  in  any  grade.  The  1890-CC 
and  the  1892-CC  eagles  are  considered  scarce  dates 
but  do  not  have  the  same  rarity  status  as  the 
previous  dates  mentioned.  The  1891-CC  is  the  most 
"common"  eagle,  and  it  is  relatively  easy  to  obtain 
in  all  grades. 

Twenty-dollar  gold:  Double  eagles  were  the  last 
of  the  three  types  of  gold  coins  to  be  struck  at  the 
mint.  It  was  not  until  the  middle  of  March  1870, 
that  the  first  coins  containing  almost  a  full  troy 
ounce  of  gold  rolled  off  the  coin  press.  Tremendous 
pressure— up  to  175  tons— was  required  to  make 
a  sharp  impression  on  the  round  blanks  of  precious 


Improvements  at 

The  following  article  is  excerpted  from  the 
December  12,  1914  issue  of  Scientific  American. 

A  building  that  has  been  an  eyesore  of  our 
capital  was  the  Bureau  of  Engraving  and 
Printing,  where  much  of  our  currency  is 
made.  For  years,  workers  have  been  crowded  togeth¬ 
er  in  hot,  dirty  rooms,  the  floors  greasy  and  stain¬ 
ed  with  oil  and  littered  with  scraps  of  paper.  The 
law  compelled  them  to  remain  within  the  building 
for  the  entire  day  for  fear  some  employee  might  steal 
the  valuable  paper  on  which  the  bank  bills  are 
printed.  Consequently,  all  the  workers  had  to  bring 
their  noon  lunches  with  them,  and  eat  within  the 
Bureau,  finding  a  place  where  they  could  sit,  such 
as  an  empty  box,  a  stool  or  perhaps  the  stairways 
leading  to  the  rooms. 

Uncle  Sam  has  at  least  given  thought  to  these 
careworn  moneymakers  and  has  provided  a 
building  for  this  bureau  that  is  one  of  the  most  at¬ 
tractive  in  Washington,  and  is  really  a  factory  home 
in  the  many  provisions  made  for  the  comfort  of 
those  who  labor  within  its  walls.  The  new  struc¬ 
ture  consists  of  a  main  building  of  sandstone  and 
the  sides  and  ends  of  the  wings  are  devoted  almost 
entirely  to  windows,  with  the  glass  set  in  metal 
sashes.  It  has  been  estimated  that  32,000  large 
panes  of  glass  are  required  for  the  windows  of  the 
buildings. 

The  total  floor  area  of  the  building  is  476,700 
square  feet,  and  the  cubical  contents  are  about  7 
million  square  feet.  In  planning  this  new  factory 
especial  attention  has  been  paid  to  the  health  and 
well-being  of  the  employees. 

A  man  who  is  well-fed  is  in  better  condition  to 
render  good  service  than  he  who  is  in  need  of  prop¬ 
er  nourishment.  Flence  the  installation  of  a  co¬ 
operative  lunchroom  in  the  new  building.  It  is  the 
duty  of  the  physician  in  charge  to  supervise  the 
sanitary  conditions  of  the  establishment.  Each  day 
he  inspects  the  entire  building,  enforcing  the  ut¬ 
most  cleanliness,  insuring  every  employee  the 
necessary  amount  of  ventilation  in  the  room  in 
which  he  works,  studying  lighting  conditions  and 
relieving  eye  strain.  In  addition  he  is  always  pres¬ 
ent  to  administer  first  aid  to  any  case  of  accident 
or  relief  in  lesser  ailments.  In  the  new  building  pam¬ 
phlets  will  be  issued  relating  to  the  special  illnesses 
likely  to  be  met  within  this  sort  of  work. 

It  has  been  planned  that  the  employees  shall 
operate  the  lunchrooms  themselves.  The  govern¬ 
ment  has  furnished  all  the  necessary  equipment 
with  the  exception  of  dishes,  silverware,  linen  and 


metal. 

The  1870-CC  is  regarded  as  the  rarest  of  the  19 
Carson  City  double  eagles  issued.  David  Akers  in 
his  book  on  double  eagles  estimates  that  only  20 
to  25  specimens  are  known  in  all  grades.  The 
average  grade  for  this  date  is  Very  Fine  since  vir¬ 
tually  all  of  them  went  directly  into  circulation.  Oth¬ 
er  rare  dates  in  the  series  include  the  1871-CC, 
1891-CC,  1878-CC,  1879-CC,  and  the  1885-CC, 
listed  in  order  of  decreasing  rarity.  Many  of  the  other 
issues  are  moderately  rare  to  scarce.  The  four  most 
"common"  Uncirculated  dates  that  can  be  purchas¬ 
ed  are  the  1875-CC,  1890-CC,  1884-CC,  and  the 
1893-CC. 

Conclusion 

It  is  hoped  that  the  information  contained  in  this 
article  will  give  the  reader  a  better  understanding 
and  appreciation  of  the  coins  manufactured  by  the 
Carson  City  Mint.  The  small  number  of  coins  minted 


and  the  fact  that  almost  all  of  them,  with  the  ex¬ 
ception  of  Morgan  dollars  and  some  double  eagles, 
went  directly  into  circulation,  result  in  Mint  State 
examples  of  many  issues  being  great  rarities  today. 

The  collecting  of  mintmarked  coins  only  became 
popular  at  the  turn  of  the  century.  The  early  col¬ 
lectors  were  generally  content  to  purchase  Proof 
coins  which  they  felt  were  superior  in  quality. 

Whether  the  collector  enjoys  collecting  Carson 
City  coins  by  series  or  by  type,  the  thrill  of  the 
"chase"  is  forever  present.  To  own  a  part  of  the  silver 
or  gold  mined  from  the  Comstock  Lode  which  is 
now  in  the  form  of  an  antique  coin,  can  be  very 
satisfying. 

There  are  many  dates  in  the  $5  and  $10  gold  se¬ 
ries  that  are  true  rarities  and  which  at  their  present 
prices  are  only  a  few  times  higher  than  the  price 
of  gold  bullion.  Opportunities  for  purchasing  rare 
coins  at  bargain  prices  especially  lie  in  these  two 
Carson  City  series. 


the  Bureau  of  Engraving  and  Printing 

By  Day  Allen  Willey 


such  accessories,  which  will  be  provided  by  the 
employees.  An  association  of  the  workers  has  been 
formed  for  the  purpose,  women  employees 
subscribing  50  cents  each  and  the  men  $1  each. 
In  this  manner  a  fund  of  $2,000  has  been  raised. 
It  is  planned  to  refund  the  subscription  as  soon  as 
the  finances  will  permit.  The  lunchrooms  are  not 
to  be  operated  as  money-making  propositions,  and 
the  food  will  be  sold  at  the  lowest  possible  figure. 

Another  advantage  of  the  new  bureau  is  that  all 
of  the  mechanism  is  operated  by  electric  motors 
except  the  preliminary  work. 

The  methods  of  turning  the  sheets  of  linen  pa¬ 
per  into  bills  have  been  greatly  improved  in  the  new 
plant.  First  the  sheets  are  dampened  so  that  they 
will  take  a  good  impression  from  the  printing  press. 
Then  they  are  placed  upon  presses  where  letter¬ 
ing  and  other  characters  are  placed  only  upon  the 
back.  From  these  presses  the  sheets  are  taken  to 


steam  driers,  where  they  are  dried  to  set  the  print¬ 
ing  ink.  But  before  anything  further  is  done,  the 
sheets  must  again  be  moistened,  after  which  they 
go  to  the  electric  printing  presses  and  the  front  sur¬ 
faces  are  lettered  and  stamped.  After  a  further  dry¬ 
ing  in  the  steam  chests  they  are  put  upon  the 
machines  which  place  the  number  of  each  note  in 
the  proper  position  upon  it. 

The  partly  finished  money  is  now  ready  for  the 
counters.  These  are  all  women,  and  the  rapidity 
with  which  they  work  is  really  wonderful,  as  the 
vistitor  sees  them  picking  up  sheet  after  sheet  so 
rapidly  that  he  can  hardly  distinguish  one  sheet 
from  another.  The  counting  is  done  to  make  sure 
that  none  of  the  money  sheets  have  been  lost  or 
destroyed  in  any  way;  and  after  it  is  completed  the 
currency  in  the  form  of  sheets,  each  containing  from 
four  to  eight  notes,  is  ready  to  be  carried  in  the  big 
wagon  to  the  Treasury. 


■  TOP:  After  being 
dried  in  the  steam 
chests,  notes  are  put 
upon  the  electric  press 
which  places  the 
number  with  colored 
inks  on  each  note  in  the 
proper  place.  Workers  in 
1914  were  delighted  by 
the  new  machines, 
powered  by  electric 
engines. 

■  BOTTOM:  After 
counting,  the  currency  is 
in  the  form  of  sheets, 
each  containing  from 
four  to  eight  notes.  It  is 
now  ready  to  be  carried 
to  the  Treasury. 

(Photographs  from  Scien¬ 
tific  American) 
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NUMISMATICS  AND  HISTORY 


Numismatic  Miscellany 

Long-forgotten  mint  reports  tackle  the  trade  dollar  debate 
and  the  fatal  epidemic  at  the  New  Orleans  Mint 

By  Q.  David  Bowers 


The  other  day  a  rather  unrepossessing  “jiffy  bag”  arrived  in  the  mail,  bearing  the  return  address 
of  CM.,  an  occasional  supplier  to  us  of  old  clippings,  engravings,  and  other  miscellany.  This  time 
the  envelope  yielded  a  small  group  of  Treasury  and  Mint  reports,  the  earliest  of  which  was  dated 
1821  and  the  latest  1878. 

As  we  were  apt  to  do  on  such  occasions,  we  dropped  everything  to  see  what  we  could  find.  Lo  and 
behold,  it  wasn't  more  than  a  few  minutes  when  we  realized  that  some  of  the  things  might  be  worthy 
of  including  in  our  Rare  Coin  Review,  so  here  they  are.  The  fact  that  the  arrival  of  the  package  co¬ 
incided  with  an  editorial  deadline  for  the  Rare  Coin  Review  encouraged  the  idea,  of  course. 

A  report  to  Congress,  dated  February  15,  1831,  discussed  the  gold  in  North  Carolina,  South  Carolina, 
and  Georgia.  It  was  noted  that  the  year  1825  marked  the  first  coinage  at  Philadelphia  of  native  United 
States  gold  (earlier,  gold  coins  had  been  produced 
from  melted-down  coins  of  other  nations,  foreign  ,, 

gold  bullion,  wrought  gold  items,  and  other 
sources).  Since  1825,  there  had  been  a  regular  in¬ 
crease  in  bullion  from  these  Southern  mines,  until 
during  the  preceding  year,  1830,  four-fifths  of  the 
entire  American  gold  coinage  was  from  native 
metal. 

Reference  was  made  to  what  must  have  been 
Templeton  Reid  and  Bechtler  private  gold  coins,  al¬ 
though  they  were  not  identified  by  name:  “In  ad¬ 
dition  to  the  native  gold  dust  coin  within  the  last 
four  years.  .  .  there  is,  besides,  a  considerable 
amount  of  gold,  in  bullion  or  under  private  stamps, 
circulating  as  a  sort  of  imperfect  currency  in  the 
states  in  which  gold  is  found." 

It  was  noted  that  various  citizens  felt  that  the  es¬ 
tablishment  of  a  public  assay  office  "to  ascertain, 
and  attest,  by  stamps,  certificates,  or  otherwise,  the 
value  and  degree  of  purity  of  gold  bullion,  so  as 
to  give  greater  security  and  facility  to  all  the  wor¬ 
kers  of  gold  mines,  and  the  buyers,  sellers,  receivers 
of  bullion,"  would  be  desirable  and  would  "stimu¬ 
late  the  enterprise  and  industry  of  all  those  em¬ 
ployed  in  the  business,  and  increase  its  value  to 
them  and  to  the  country."  It  was  noted  that  to  set 
up  such  an  assay  office  would  require  a  sum  not 
exceeding  $500  for  fixtures  and  apparatus,  not  in¬ 
cluding  buildings.  It  was  suggested  an  assayer  be 
paid  on  a  salary  basis  and  not  from  a  fee  derived 
from  the  total  amount  of  business  transacted. 

A  report  submitted  by  Samuel  Moore,  director 
of  the  Mint,  outlined  the  operations  of  that  institu¬ 
tion  for  the  year  1830.  Interestingly,  silver  coins  of 
the  five-cent  denomination  were  specifically  re¬ 
ferred  to  as  "half  dismes,"  rather  than  "dimes,"  and 
ten-cenf  pieces  were  referred  to  as  "dismes."  This 
particular  terminology  had  been  used  on  silver  pat¬ 
tern  coins  of  years  earlier,  in  1792,  but  so  far  as  the 
present  writer  was  aware,  had  not  been  used  since 
then  Now,  we  have  it  surfacing  officially  in  the  Mint 
report  for  1830.  The  "s"  in  "disme"  was  silent,  so 
the  pronounc  lafion  was  probably  no  different  than 
h(M  we  say  "dime"  today. 


"  .  .The  trade  dollar 
has  been  made  legal 
tender  throughout  the 
southern  parts  of 
China.  .  " 


A  report  was  received  from  the  Legislature  of  the 
State  of  North  Carolina,  and  duly  reprinted,  and 
consisted  of  a  proposal  that  a  branch  mint  be  set 
up  in  that  distant  location.  At  the  time  the  one  and 
only  government  mint  in  the  United  States  was  at 
Philadelphia.  The  difficulty  of  handling  gold  with¬ 
out  having  a  mint  near  the  source  of  the  metal  in 
North  Carolina  was  stated: 

"The  value  of  the  gold  from  different  mines  is 
so  various,  and,  from  want  of  means  of  detection, 
adulteration  has  become  so  common,  that  gold  bul¬ 
lion  has  for  some  time  to  us  ceased  to  be  consid¬ 
ered  as  money.  While  in  ingots  it  cannot  be  esti¬ 
mated  at  a  definite  sum,  but  accounts  must  run 
upon  interest  until  a  remittance  and  return  from 
Philadelphia.  In  many  instances  where  the  sums 
are  large,  the  season  unfavorable,  and  opportuni¬ 


ties  infrequent,  there  is  a  loss  of  a  full  six  months— 
seldom  less  than  four.  Even  deposited  in  an  office 
of  the  U.S.  Bank,  it  does  not  become  available 
funds;  nor  will  the  bank  itself  stop  an  interest  ac¬ 
count  of  another  bank,  or  of  an  individual,  upon 
a  deposit  made  of  bullion,  before  a  statement  is  re¬ 
ceived  from  the  [Philadelphia]  Mint."  It  was  noted 
that  the  interest  expense  alone  would  probably  ex¬ 
ceed  the  cost  and  current  expenses  of  having  a  mint 
in  North  Carolina. 

In  realization  of  a  similar  problem,  Mexico  had 
six  provincial  mints,  in  addition  to  the  one  at  Mex¬ 
ico  City,  it  was  stated.  The  mines  in  North  Carol¬ 
ina  were  just  beginning  to  be  exploited,  and  "it 
probably  will  be  a  century  before  [they]  can  attain 
their  highest  yield,"  the  report  concluded. 

Another  report  was  reprinted  from  Charles  Fish¬ 
er,  of  Salisbury,  North  Carolina,  March  22,  1830. 
In  it  was  a  sketch  of  the  history  of  gold  in  the  area: 

"It  is  now  about  30  years  since  gold  was  discov¬ 
ered  in  North  Carolina.  It  was  found  disseminated 
in  the  sands  and  gravel  of  watercourses;  first  in 
Cabarras  County,  and  soon  afterwards  in  Mont¬ 
gomery.  The  washing  of  these  streams — deposits  for 
the  precious  metals  until  within  a  few  years  past, 
was  principally  confined  to  the  two  counties  just 
named.  The  greater  portion  of  the  gold  dust  found 
consisted  of  small  pieces,  varying  in  size  from  one 
pennyweight  down  to  particles  so  minute  as  to  re¬ 
quire  the  point  of  a  small  knife  to  take  them  up. 
At  most  of  the  mines,  however,  it  is  not  uncommon 
to  find  pieces  of  a  much  larger  size;  for  example, 
at  one  of  the  deposits  in  Cabarras,  a  single  piece 
was  found  weighing  28  pounds  avoirdupois,  and 
a  number  of  other  pieces  varied  from  four  to  16 
pounds.  At  that  mine,  the  proprietor  estimates  that 
about  100  pounds  avoirdupois  were  taken  up  in 
pieces  above  one  pound  weight.  These  large  pieces 
composed  but  a  small  portion  of  the  whole  prod¬ 
uct  of  the  mine. 

"At  a  mine  in  Montgomery,  a  number  of  pieces 
above  one  pound  weight  have  been  found;  one  of 
four  pounds  11  ounces,  and  another  of  three 
pounds.  In  Anson  County,  during  the  summer  be¬ 
fore  the  last,  one  piece  of  ten  pounds  net,  one  of 
four  pounds,  and  a  number  of  small  pieces  were 
taken  out  of  the  sand  and  gravel  of  Richardson's 
Creek.  All  of  these  discoveries  were  made  principal¬ 
ly  in  or  near  the  beds  of  streams;  but  in  some  in¬ 
stances  deposits  of  considerable  extent  have  been 
found  on  the  sides  and  tops  of  hills.  .  .in  Mecklen¬ 
burg  County.  It  was  not,  however,  until  about  five 
years  ago  that  the  gold  mines,  properly  speaking, 
were  discovered  in  North  Carolina;  that  is,  gold  in 
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regular  and  well-defined  veins.  This  discovery.  .  .was 
in  some  measure  accidental. 

"Methias  Barringer,  of  Montgomery  County, 
washing  in  the  sand  and  gravel  of  a  small  rivulet 
for  gold,  noticed  that  beyond  a  certain  point,  in 
ascending  the  stream,  he  could  find  no  gold.  Just 
at  the  point  where  the  gold  seemed  to  cease,  he 
discovered  a  quartz  vein  running  into  the  hill  on 
one  side  of  the  channel,  and  at  right  angles  with 
the  rivulet.  Having  frequently  taken  out  of  the  bed 
of  the  stream  pieces  of  quartz  with  gold  attached 
to  them,  he  came  to  the  conclusion  that  the  gold 
found  scattered  below  must  have  come  out  of  this 
quartz  vein;  and  he  determined  to  pursue  it  into 
the  hill.  He  pursued  about  a  few  feet,  when  he 
struck  a  rich  and  beautiful  deposit  of  the  metal,  in 
place,  in  a  matrix  of  quartz,  and  subsequently  in 
the  carbonate  of  lime.  In  following  this  vein  about 
30  or  40  feet  longitudinally,  not  more  than  15  or 
18  in  depth,  he  found  a  succession  of  nests,  from 
which  he  took  out  more  than  15,000  pennyweights 
of  virgin  gold.  Shortly  after  this,  the  mine  fell  into 
other  hands;  since  then,  serious  operations  have  not 
been  resumed,  on  account  of  the  water,  though  it 
is  understood  that  they  shortly  will  be.” 

A  report  of  the  Mint,  dated  June  20,  1836,  present¬ 
ed  in  tabular  form  various  data  pertaining  to  coin¬ 
age  and  metal  sources.  It  was  noted  that  during  the 
year  1834,  slightly  over  86,912  pounds  of  copper, 
costing  $17,479.20,  had  been  purchased  from  Crock¬ 
er  Brothers  &  Co.,  William  Harrold  &  Sons,  and 
M.R.  Boulton.  In  the  year  1835,  some  76,241  pounds 
of  the  same  metal  cost  $17,812.71  from  the  sources 
just  named.  For  the  years  1834  and  1835,  damaged 
and  spoiled  copper  and  copper  planchets  amount¬ 
ed  in  weight  to  10,519  pounds  and  in  value  to 
$3,606.72;  this  metal,  unfit  for  making  half  cents 
and  cents,  was  used  as  an  alloy  in  the  coinage  of 
gold  and  silver. 

The  Mint  report  covering  the  year  1837,  such  re¬ 
port  being  dated  January  17,  1838,  and  signed  by 
Director  R.M.  Patterson,  gave  some  interesting  in¬ 
formation  concerning  the  setting  up  of  branch 
mints: 

"The  machinery  of  the  New  Orleans  branch  mint 
was  executed  and  the  steam  engine  set  in  action, 
on  May  last,  and  there  would  have  been  no  diffi¬ 
culty  in  putting  the  mint  in  full  operation,  but  for 
the  apprehensions  from  the  climate.  Two  of  the 
officers  and  all  of  the  workmen  were  from  the  Mid¬ 
dle  States,  and  unacclimated;  and  I  was  advised  by 
the  resident  officers  that  they  would  incur  great  risk 
in  going  to  New  Orleans  in  the  warm  season.  The 
occurrence  of  a  fatal  epidemic,  soon  after,  proved 
that  these  apprehensions  were  too  well  founded; 
and  the  officers  and  men  from  this  place  were  there¬ 
by  prevented  from  reaching  New  Orleans  before 
the  beginning  of  December.  They  are  now,  how¬ 
ever,  all  at  their  stations,  and  making  every  exer¬ 
tion  to  commence  the  operations  of  the  mint  at  an 
early  date. 

"The  machinery  for  the  branch  mint  at  Charlotte, 
North  Carolina,  was  shipped  to  Charleston  in  April; 
and,  in  the  following  month,  competent  workmen 
were  sent  forward  to  put  it  in  operation.  Great  de¬ 
lay  and  difficulty  occurred,  however,  in  transport¬ 
ing  the  heavy  machinery  to  Charlotte,  so  that  the 
steam  engine  was  not  set  in  action  until  the  mid¬ 
dle  of  August. 

"The  machinery  for  the  branch  mint  at  Dahlon- 
ega,  in  Georgia,  was  sent  to  Savannah  in  May,  and 
difficulty  in  delay  also  occurred  in  the  transporta¬ 
tion  thence  by  land.  After  the  workmen  employed 
at  Charlotte  had  finished  their  task,  they  proceed¬ 
ed  to  Dahlonega,  to  erect  the  machinery  there;  they 
completed  this  work  early  in  November. 

"To  put  up  the  furnaces  and  refineries  of  these 
mints,  masons  were  sent  from  Philadelphia;  and, 
in  order  that  this  important  part  of  the  work  be 
properly  executed,  as  well  as  for  the  purpose  of  giv¬ 


ing  advice  and  aid  in  other  essential  points,  one 
of  the  officers  of  this  Mint  was  requested  to  go  to 
Charlotte  and  Dahlonega;  and  I  have  reason  to  be¬ 
lieve  that  his  visit  was  of  great  importance. 

"The  mint  building  at  New  Orleans  is  complet¬ 
ed,  so  far  as  is  necessary  for  the  mint  operations; 
only  one  of  the  wings,  intended  for  the  residence 
of  the  officers,  being  unfinished.  The  mint  at  Dah¬ 
lonega  is  nearly  completed,  except  as  to  the  en¬ 
closure  and  outbuildings.  The  mint  at  Charlotte  is 
entirely  finished,  and  has  commenced  operations, 
so  far  as  to  be  receiving  deposits  and  assaying.  .  .  . 

"In  consequence  of  the  location  of  the  new  mints 
in  places  where  there  are  no  manufactories  and  few 
mechanical  resources,  it  has  been  necessary  to  send 
from  here  [Philadelphia]  every  article  of  machin¬ 
ery  and  apparatus,  many  even  of  the  ordinary 
materials,  and  all  the  workmen  required  for  erect¬ 
ing  the  machinery,  furnaces,  refineries,  and  other 
fixtures.  If,  therefore,  there  has  been  much  delay 
in  getting  these  mints  in  operation,  it  is  but  just  to 
observe  that  the  task  presented  peculiar  difficulties. 
The  delay,  moreover,  has  been  accompanied  by  one 
important  advantage:  since  it  has  given  full  oppor¬ 
tunity  to  the  officers  and  the  principal  hands  to  per¬ 
fect  themselves  in  their  respective  departments,  by 
actual  practice  in  this  Mint;  so  that  when  they  be¬ 
gin  their  operations  at  the  branches,  the  public  may 
have  confidence  in  their  ability  to  discharge  them 
with  skill  and  accuracy." 

It  developed  that  problems  arose  in  New  Orleans, 
for  the  report  for  the  year  1839  stated  that  on  Au¬ 
gust  17,  1839  operation  were  suspended  at  that  fa¬ 
cility.  R.M.  Patterson,  director  of  the  Mint,  went  on 
to  report: 

"I  have  to  regret  that,  after  keeping  back  this  an- 


" Interestingly, \  silver 
[five-cent]  coins  were 
referred  to  as  half 
' dismes /  rather  than 
'dimes.'  This  particular 
terminology,  as  far  as 
the  present  writer  was 
aware ,  had  not  been 
used  since  1792." 


nual  report  to  the  last  day  allowed  by  the  law,  in 
the  expectation  of  obtaining  from  the  New  Orleans 
Mint  the  information  necessary  to  enable  me  to  in¬ 
clude  its  operations  to  the  close  of  the  year,  this 
information  has  not  been  received;  and  that  my  re¬ 
port,  so  far  as  it  regards  this  branch,  is  therefore 
necessarily  incomplete.  I  may  state,  however,  that 
the  amount  of  deposits  in  coinage  thus  left  unreport¬ 
ed  must  be  inconsiderable. 

"The  efficiency  of  this  branch  of  the  Mint  has 
been  greatly  reduced  during  the  year  by  causes 
which  are  deeply  to  be  deplored.  First,  disagree¬ 
ments  arose  among  the  officers,  which  ended  in 
mutual  denunciations,  and  rendered  an  investiga¬ 
tion  necessary  to  the  characters  of  those  implicat¬ 
ed  and  the  state  of  the  institution  generally.  The  task 
was  committed  to  the  United  States  district  attor¬ 


ney  at  New  Orleans,  and  was  executed  with  abili 
ty  and  impartiality.  The  result  showed  that,  although 
there  was  no  reason  for  suspecting  the  integrity  of 
any  of  the  officers,  the  condition  of  things  at  the 
mint  was  such  as  to  require  painful  measures  of  re¬ 
form,  which  the  government  did  not  hesitate  to 
apply. 

"Scarcely  was  this  investigation  ended,  before  the 
fatal  epidemic,  to  which  New  Orleans  is  subject, 
made  its  appearance,  and  rendered  an  entire  sus¬ 
pension  of  its  operation  absolutely  necessary.  The 
melter  and  refiner,  and  the  coiner,  both  officers  of 
great  merit,  fell  at  their  posts,  victims  to  the  dis¬ 
ease;  and  four  of  the  workmen  also  lost  their  lives, 
while  scarcely  one  escaped  without  an  attack. 

"Under  these  circumstances,  it  cannot  be  a  matter 
of  surprise  that  so  little  has  yet  been  accomplished 
at  the  New  Orleans  Mint.  The  prospects  for  the  fu¬ 
ture,  however,  are  more  cheering.  The  institution 
has  now  an  able  corps  of  officers,  all  of  whom  are 
acclimated,  as  are  nearly  all  the  workmen.  The  rea¬ 
son,  therefore,  to  believe  that  the  operations  of  the 
mint  may  go  on  without  further  interruption,  and 
that  the  just  expectations  of  the  public  with  regard 
to  it  may  be  no  longer  disappointed.  .  .  . 

"[The  Charlotte  and  Dahlonega]  Mints,  estab¬ 
lished  for  the  exclusive  coinage  of  gold,  are  in  a 
very  satisfactory  condition,  and  are  fully  able  to  ex¬ 
ecute  much  more  work  than  has  yet  been  required 
of  them." 

Patterson  went  on  to  recommend  that,  following 
implementation  of  the  law  of  June  28,  1834,  which 
saw  a  reduced  statutory  content  for  gold  coins,  the 
coinage  of  gold  had  been  large  and  satisfactory,  and 
that  by  1839  there  were  sufficient  gold  coins  in  cir¬ 
culation  that  Patterson  felt  the  legal  tender  provi¬ 
sion  of  foreign  gold  coins  could  be  repealed,  as 
such  foreign  coins  were  no  longer  a  necessity  in 
the  channels  of  commerce. 

The  mint  report  for  the  year  1851  included  the 
following  paragraph:  "The  three-cent  piece  ordered 
to  be  struck  at  the  last  session  of  Congress  was  ready 
for  issue  in  June  last.  The  number  of  such  pieces 
coined  by  us  during  the  remainder  of  year  was 
5,447,400;  at  New  Orleans  the  number  was  720,000. 
This  new  coin  is  believed  to  find  public  favour,  and 
I  anticipate  a  considerable  issue  during  the  pres¬ 
ent  year. 

"Considerable  attention  has  been  paid  to  the 
coinage  of  gold  dollars  and  quarter  eagles,  nearly 
seven  millions  having  been  issued  from  this  mint. 
The  demand  for  them  is  very  moderate  compared 
with  that  for  the  larger  coins." 

A  Congressional  report  dated  March  22,  1878,  dis¬ 
cussed  the  trade  dollar  and  gave  some  interesting 
background  concerning  why  this  denomination  was 
first  issued.  The  words  are  those  of  Honorable 
Horace  Davis,  representative  from  California,  and 
Honorable  Thomas  Wren,  representative  from  Ne¬ 
vada.  Davis  stated: 

"I  shall  try  to  show  the  committee  the  condition 
of  our  trade  exchange  in  China  in  early  times,  and 
the  difficulties  we  labored  under.  Then  I  will  show 
you  how  we  tried  to  get  over  these  difficulties  by 
coining  the  standard  dollar  [a  reference  to  regular 
Liberty  Seated  dollar  issues],  and  how  we  failed  in 
that  attempt,  and  then  how  the  trade  dollar  came 
to  be  coined;  how  it  was  adapted  for  that  purpose; 
the  benefit  which  has  come  by  it,  and  the  detriment 
which  would  come  from  the  abolition  of  it. 

"Prior  to  1858  our  bullion  production  was  nine- 
tenths  gold,  and  it  all  went  by  way  of  Panama  to 
New  York  and  London.  In  1858  came  the  discov¬ 
ery  of  the  Comstock  Ledge  [in  Nevada],  and  with 
it  came  a  glut  of  silver  in  our  state. 

"At  that  time  exchanges  were  made  in  this  way: 
We  were  trading  with  China,  and  in  order  to  pay 
our  debts  to  China  we  shipped  Mexican  dollars 
there  at  a  great  loss,  made  up  for  the  balance  (which 
we  could  not  ship  in  Mexican  dollars)  by  exchanges 
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in  London.  The  Mexican  dollar  is  about  the  size 
and  salue  ot  our  trade  dollar.  It  is  very  popular  in 
China  It  has  been  found  very  uniform  and  very 
steads  in  value,  and  it  had  become  at  that  time  the 
standard  coin  ot  China  in  all  trade  transactions.  But 
the  Mexican  government  had  put  an  export  duty 
upon  it  and  in  order  to  ship  Mexican  dollars  to  Chi¬ 
na  we  had  to  pay  that  export  duty;  we  had  to  pay 
its  transportation  form  Acapulco  to  San  Francisco, 
and  we  had  to  pay  the  profits  of  those  who  export¬ 
ed  it,  and,  besides,  occasionally  a  speculation  was 
produced  by  a  corner  in  Mexican  dollars.  .  .  . 

''[Concerning  the  payment  for  Mexican  dollars,] 
the  price  is  very  variable.  It  was  from  rarely  less  than 
8%  premium,  and  it  would  run  up  from  that  22% 
premium.  But  I  ought  to  say  to  the  committee  that 
at  that  time  the  412.5  grain  silver  dollar  was  at  3% 
premium.  It  contained  3%  more  silver  than  the  dol¬ 
lar  was  worth  as  silver  was  rated  at  that  time;  and 
on  the  trade  dollar  itself  we  would  have  had  to  pay 
4'/2%  or  5%  legitimate  premium  by  its  weight.  [This 
premium  was  stated  in  terms  of  gold  dollars.]  I  am 
putting  everything  upon  the  gold  standard  as  it 
stood  at  that  time. 

“In  1858  our  people,  being  thus  glutted  with  sil¬ 
ver,  undertook  to  get  relief  by  shipping  standard 
[Liberty  Seated]  dollars  of  412.5  grains  to  China. 
These  dollars  were  at  that  time  out  of  circulation. 
Our  people  obtained  from  the  government  permis¬ 
sion  to  put  the  San  Francisco  Mint  [apparently  mint- 
mark]  on  these  dollars,  and  during  the  years  1859, 
1860,  and  1861  there  were  coined  about  $1,300,000 
of  those  standard  dollars  at  San  Francisco,  and  these 
were  shipped  to  China.  [Ed.  note:  This  information 
is  incorrect;  the  only  San  Francisco  Mint  dollars 
struck  before  1862  were  some  20,000  pieces  made 
in  1859.  Apparently  the  bulk  of  the  shipment  to  Chi¬ 
na  consisted  of  dollars  made  in  Philadelphia  and/or 
New  Orleans.] 

“I  call  attention  particularly  to  this  fact,  because 
Secretary  Sherman  has  said  in  the  printed  notes  of 
his  conference  with  this  committee  that  the  412.5 
grain  dollars  could  be  substituted  for  trade  dollars. 

I  repeat,  that  during  the  years  1859,  1860,  and  1861 
we  shipped  over  a  million  and  a  quarter  of  these 
415.5  grain  dollars  to  China,  and  the  experiment 
was  an  utter  and  absolute  failure.  The  Chinamen 
utterly  refused  to  take  them  except  simply  as  bul¬ 
lion.  They  disappeared  as  rapidly  as  they  reached 
China,  and  after  persevering  in  the  experiment  for 
between  two  and  three  years,  we  were  obliged  to 
abandon  it. 

“Now  there  is  the  historical  fact;  and  that  is  the 
fact  of  today.  Nor  is  it  at  all  strange.  The  business 
in  China  was  rated  on  the  level  of  the  Mexican  dol¬ 
lar.  That  dollar  contains  377.25  grains  of  pure  sil¬ 
ver  while  our  standard  dollar  contains  only  371.25 
grains,  in  the  idea  of  substituting  our  standard  sil¬ 
ver  dollar  for  the  Mexican  gold  dollar  would  be  very 
much  like  trying  to  put  the  French  franc  alongside 
of  our  quarter  dollar.  All  our  retail  business  being 
done  on  the  business  of  a  quarter  dollar,  the  French 
franc  cannot  be  substituted  for  it.  Nor  could  you 
substitute  this  371.25  grain  dollar  in  China  in  place 
of  the  377.25  grain  dollar,  so  that  the  experiment 
utterly  failed,  and  we  were  driven  back  to  the  old 
system,  and  renewed  our  method  of  shipping  Mex¬ 
ican  dollars  to  China  and  paying  the  balance  in  ex¬ 
change  in  London.  Then  we  conceived  the  idea  of 
trying  the  shipping  of  fine  bars.  That  was  measura¬ 
bly  successful.  We  could  make  a  portion  of  our  pay¬ 
ment  in  fine  bars,  but  only  to  a  very  limited 
extent.  .  .  . 

“In  1862  Dr.  Linderman,  in  consultation  with  the 
bankers  of  San  Francisco,  conceived  the  idea  (about 
that  time  the  bonanzas  had  been  discovered  and 
the  glut  of  silver  had  become  fearful)  of  making  a 
dollar  which  should  be  the  equivalent  of  the  Mex- 
ir an  dollar,  and  of  making  an  experiment  with  it 
on  the  Chinese  market.  There  was  not  much  con¬ 


fidence  felt  in  the  experiment,  but  it  was  determined 
to  try  it,  if  it  would  not  be  too  expensive. 

"The  government  accorded  us  all  the  aid  it  could 
give  us,  we  started  the  trade  dollar.  The  trade  dol¬ 
lar's  worth.  .  .a  quarter  of  a  cent  more  than  a  Mex¬ 
ican  dollar.  It  contains  378  grains  of  pure  silver 
against  377.25  grains  in  the  Mexican  dollar,  and 
against  371.25  grains  in  the  standard  dollar.  We 
shipped  these  trade  dollars  to  China,  and  the  pro¬ 
gress  which  they  made  there  was  very  rapid,  as  will 
be  shown  by  the  figures  of  our  shipments.  In  1874 
the  shipments  were,  in  round  numbers,  3,600,000; 
in  1875,  5,700,000;  in  1875,  6,100,000;  and  last  year 
[1877]  we  coined  9,100,000.  Last  year,  however,  all 
the  trade  dollars  were  not  sent  to  China.  Some  of 
them  went  into  circulation  here;  but  during  the  cal¬ 
endar  year  of  1877  they  were  shipped  to  China 
$8,696,584  in  trade  dollars,  and  I  observed  by 
memorandum.  .  .there  were  over  825,000  dollars 
for  the  month  of  February  this  year.  .  .  .  The  reason 
the  trade  dollar  has  been  so  popular  is  because  it 
contains  a  shade  larger  quantity  of  silver  than  the 
Mexican  dollar  does,  and  because  it  was  found  to 
be  perfectly  accurate  in  assay  and  weight.  It  was 
found  to  be  a  better  and  more  reliable  dollar  even 
than  the  Mexican  dollar  itself  had  been,  and  has 
been  made  a  legal  tender  throughout  the  southern 
parts  of  China.  .  .  ." 

Among  the  other  items  discussed  in  this  essay 
were  arguments  against  the  trade  dollar,  one  be¬ 
ing  that  in  domestic  circulation  in  the  United  States 
it  discredited  by  comparison  the  regular  silver  dol¬ 
lar  which  weighed  412.5  grains.  Another  was  that 
mint  facilities  devoted  to  coining  trade  dollars  were 
lost  to  the  possibility  of  coining  standard  silver  dol¬ 
lars  and  other  coins.  With  this  in  mind,  the  peti¬ 
tion  suggested  that  the  mint  at  New  Orleans,  which 


Much  has  been  said  about  Henry  David 
Thoreau's  use  of  fractions  of  cents  in  calculating 
his  income  and  expenses  in  the  “Economy"  chapter 
of  Walden.  For  example,  he  spent,  as  he  recounts 
it,  $8.03'/2  on  boards.  His  farm  expenditures  for 
the  first  season  were  $14.72'/2.  Rye  meal  cost  him 
$1 .04%,  Indian  meal  $.99%,  clothing  and  inciden¬ 
tals  $8.40%. 

A  number  of  commentators  assume  he  was  jok¬ 
ing  in  calculating  his  figures  so  close,  but  both  the 
economy  of  the  time  and  the  possibili¬ 
ty  of  dealing  in  fractions  of  cents  perhaps 
add  a  background  to  his  commentary, 
joke  or  not.  It  would  have  been  possi¬ 
ble,  if  somewhat  involved,  to  make 
change  for  him  if  he  bought  his  $.99% 
of  Indian  meal. 

First  of  all,  the  United  States  minted 
a  half  cent  piece  from  1  793  until  1857, 
at  intervals.  Thoreau  would  surely  have 
been  familiar  with  both  the  Classic  Head  half  cent, 
minted  between  1809  and  1836,  and  the  Braided 
Hair  half  cent,  minted  between  1840  and  1857. 
This  would  not  necessarily  mean,  however,  that 
he  used  them.  The  coin  was  not  common.  Those 
dated  1840  through  1848  are  "known  only  in  Proof 
condition."  (Bowers,  p.  37)  About  40,000  were 
minted  for  circulation  in  1849  and  a  like  number  in 
1 850.  The  next  year  saw  1 47,672  minted.  No  half 
cents  were  made  for  circulation  in  1852.  Nearly 
1 30,000  were  made  in  1 853  and  other  quantities 
until  the  coin  was  discontinued.  Clearly  the  coin 
did  circulate  over  a  considerable  period  of  time, 
though  it  was  in  limited  use. 


was  not  operating  in  1878,  be  restored,  and  in  ad¬ 
dition  the  government  might  want  to  "build  a  mint 
at  Indianapolis,  or  somewhere  else." 

Certain  Eastern  interests  were  against  the  trade 
dollar,  and  this  furnished  a  subject  for  discussion, 
apparently  because  shipments  of  silver  dollars  had 
been  made  to  New  York  City.  Asked  to  explain  why 
such  shipments  had  been  made,  Mr.  Wren  noted: 
"I  cannot,  although  I  have  heard  two  reasons  giv¬ 
en.  One  was  that  some  2  or  3%  could  be  made 
by  their  shipment  there,  but  precisely  how  I  never 
heard.  Another  reason  I  heard  given  was  that  trade 
dollars  were  sent  to  New  York  for  the  purpose  of 
influencing  adversely  legislation  on  the  silver  ques¬ 
tion.  You  will  recollect  that  the  newspapers  which 
were  opposed  to  the  passage  of  the  silver  bill  made 
a  great  ado  about  the  inconvenience  of  the  trade 
dollars  which  had  been  shipped  to  the  Eastern 
states.  Whether  they  were  shipped  there  with  any 
such  object  in  view  or  not,  I  of  course  to  not  posi¬ 
tively  know.  I  believe  no  shipment  was  ever  made 
before  those  made  just  prior  to  the  passage  of  the 
silver  bill,  and  none  of  them  made  since;  at  least 
none  to  any  considerable  amount." 

Trade  dollars  were  minted  and  exported  in  large 
quantities  from  1873  through  1878,  after  which  busi¬ 
ness  strike  production  ceased,  in  favor  of  the  new 
“Morgan"  standard  silver  dollars,  which  were  pro¬ 
duced  beginning  in  the  latter  year.  If  Western  min¬ 
ing  interests  had  been  able  to  further  their  wishes, 
trade  dollars  would  have  been  produced  far  beyond 
1878.  As  it  was,  only  Proofs  were  made  after  then, 
until  1883,  when  Proof  coinage  was  terminated,  ex¬ 
cept  for  a  small  number  of  pieces  dated  1884  and 
1885  which  were  produced  privately  within  the 
Mint;  at  least  no  report  of  them  was  given  in  the 
annual  mint  figures. 


But  the  traders  of  the  time  had  other  access  to 
fractions  of  cents.  As  Alan  Herbert  remarks,  “Pri¬ 
or  to  1857  foreign  coins  circulated  freely  in  the  U.S. 
The  Spanish  dollar  or  8  reales  coin  equaled  one 
U.S.  dollar.  This  made  a  2  reales  coin  worth  25 
cents,  a  1  real  12.5  cents,  and  a  half  real  coin  would 
thus  have  been  worth  6.25  cents." 

Thus,  conceivably,  Thoreau  could  have  given 
someone  $1 .06,  gotten  a  half  real  in  change,  and 
ended  spending  $.99%  on  his  Indian  meal. 

Incidentally,  in  his  diary  for  1 878  Wil¬ 
liam  McNair,  of  Elsah,  Illinois,  calculat¬ 
ed  his  time  in  building  the  Methodist 
Church  for  that  village  down  to  the  half 
cent,  though  this  was  a  time  after  the  half 
cent  coin  had  fallen  into  disuse.  Since 
he  was  working  for  about  $.  1 0  an  hour, 
a  half  cent  would  represent  three 
minutes  of  work.  Today,  someone  work¬ 
ing  for  $15  an  hour,  not  at  all  a  rare 
wage,  would  earn  a  half  cent  every  7.2  seconds. 
So  such  workers  dropping  a  cent  a  customer  gave 
them,  and  spending  a  few  seconds  in  retrieving  it, 
would  use  up  its  value  to  their  employers  in  the 
time  they  spent.  With  this  in  mind,  Thoreau's  cal¬ 
culations  do  not  look  nearly  as  fine  as  we  cut  things 
today. 

Sources: 

Bowers,  Q.  David,  United  States  Copper  Coins: 
An  Action  Guide  for  the  Collector  and  Investor. 

Herbert,  Alan.  "Coin  Clinic,"  Numismatic  News 
36  (21  july  1987):  24-25 

From  the  Thoreau  Society  Bulletin  #181.  Fall  19BZ 
pages  2-3. 
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IF  YOU  HAVE 


DISPLAY 


Protect,  store,  and  display  your  collection  to  its 
finest  advantage — all  with  our  Kingswood  Display 
Holders.  Each  measures  8  x  10  inches  in  size  and 
is  made  of  sturdy  Lucite  plastic,  black  with  gold  im¬ 
printing,  sandwiched  between  two  clear  sheets,  and 
secured  with  screws  at  the  border.  Each  holder  is 
of  museum  quality  and  is  the  finest  on  the  market 
and  comes  in  a  protective  box.  Each  holder  matches 
others  in  the  series,  so  if  you  acquire  several  holders 
or,  for  that  matter,  all  of  them,  they  will  make  a 
beautiful  exhibit.  Now  you  can  be  truly  ready  to 
display  those  beautiful  pieces  you  have  been  buy¬ 
ing  or  plan  to  acquire! 

Each  Kingswood  holder  is  available  singly  for 
$28.50.  The  cost  is  no  more  than  you  would  pay 
for  a  “standard"  holder  of  the  same  size  and  for¬ 
mat,  except  that  “standard"  holders  usually  are  not 
gold  imprinted  but,  rather,  are  printed  with  silk- 
screen  or  transfer  lettering.  The  Kingswood  holders 
each  have  bright  gold  letters  that  are  individually 
stamped— adding  a  special  jewel-like  quality  to  your 
display.  Each  holder  has  been  designed  by  Q.  David 
Bowers,  Raymond  N.  Merena,  and  Thomas  J.  Beck¬ 
er,  and  is  custom-made  to  our  exacting  specifica¬ 
tions.  Since  their  release,  Kingswood  holders  have 
been  enthusiastically  acclaimed,  and  often  a  cli¬ 
ent  will  buy  one  or  two,  then  come  back  to  acquire 
all  of  the  others! 

Kingswood  holders,  KW-1  through  KW-9,  are  in¬ 
tended  to  store  a  collection  of  United  States  coins 
by  design  types.  Each  holder  contains  issues  first 
released  during  the  time  span.  Thus,  KW-5,  for  ex¬ 
ample,  contains  new  designs  of  bronze,  nickel,  and 
silver  coins  first  released  from  1861-1900.  In  that 
holder  are  all  of  the  Barber  silver  coins,  a  space  each 
for  the  dime,  quarter,  and  half  dollar,  first  released 
in  1892,  the  Liberty  Head  nickel,  and  so  on.  As  a 
group,  Kingswood  holders  show  the  progress  of  our 
nation's  coinage.  Filling  Kingswood  holder,  KW-7, 
which  includes  new  issues  from  1951  onward,  is 
a  snap,  then  as  you  go  back  in  time  the  challenge 
increases! 

Kingswood  holders  KW-10  through  KW-13  and 
KW-15  make  it  possible  for  you  to  build  a  type  set 
of  United  States  commemorative  silver  and  gold 
coins  from  1892  to  date,  plus  certain  of  the  mod¬ 
ern  gold  commemoratives. 

Take  some  time  now  to  read  through  the  listings, 
and  find  out  what  an  enjoyable  experience  it  can 
be  to  collect  and  display  these  beautiful  holders. 
And  make  sure  you  don't  miss  the  specials! 

KINGSWOOD  TYPE  COLLECTION  HOLDERS 

Kingswood  Holder  KW-1 
New  Issues  Copper  and  Silver  1793-1799 

This  holder  begins  the  panorama  of  American 
coinage  with  new  issues  introduced  during  the 
1793-1799  years,  including  the  half  cent  and  cent 
varieties  of  1793,  the  silver  half  dime  and  dime  types 
of  the  era,  the  1796-1797  half  dollar,  and  so  on.  This 


will  be  the  “toughest"  holder  to  fill— the  greatest 
challenge  of  all.  Note  that  with  the  Kingswood  pro¬ 
gram  you  can  start  with  a  later  holder  and  eventu¬ 
ally  work  back  to  this  one.  But,  this  one  is  listed 
first!  This  holder  contains  openings  for: 

□  Half  Cent.  Liberty  Cap  Facing  Left,  1793 

□  Half  Cent.  Liberty  Cap  Facing  Right,  1794-1797 

□  Cent.  Chain  Reverse,  1793 

□  Cent.  Wreath  Reverse,  1793 

□  Cent.  Liberty  Cap,  1793-1796 

□  Cent.  Draped  Bust,  1796-1807 

□  Half  Dime.  Flowing  Hair,  1794-1795 

□  Half  Dime.  Draped  Bust  Small  Eagle,  1796-1797 

□  Dime.  Small  Eagle  Reverse,  1796-1797 

□  Dime.  Heraldic  Eagle,  1798-1807 

□  Quarter.  Small  Eagle  Reverse,  1796 

□  Half  Dollar.  Flowing  Hair,  1794-1795 

□  Half  Dollar.  Draped  Bust  Small  Eagle,  1796-1797 

□  Dollar.  Flowing  Hair,  1794-1795 

□  Dollar.  Draped  Bust  Small  Eagle,  1795-1798 

□  Dollar.  Heraldic  Eagle,  1798-1804 


Kingswood  Holder  KW-3 
New  Issues  Copper  and  Silver  1831-1850 

Issues  of  this  era  include  the  Braided  Hair  half 
cent  introduced  in  1840,  the  initial  appearance  of 
Liberty  Seated  coins,  and  other  pieces— all  in  all 
a  fascinating  display!  The  holder  contains  openings 
for: 


□  Half  Cent.  Braided  Hair,  1840-1857 

□  Cent.  Matron  Head  Modified,  1835-1839 

□  Cent.  Braided  Hair,  1840-1857 

□  Half  Dime.  Liberty  Seated  No  Stars  Obverse,  1837-1838 

□  Half  Dime.  Liberty  Seated  Stars  added,  1838-1859 

□  Dime.  Liberty  Seated  No  Stars  Obverse,  1837-1838 

□  Dime.  Liberty  Seated  Stars  added,  1838-1860 

□  Quarter.  Capped  Bust-Small,  1831-1838 

□  Quarter.  Liberty  Seated,  1838-1865 

□  Half  Dollar.  Capped  Bust-Reeded  Edge,  1836-1837 

□  Half  Dollar.  Capped  Bust-Reeded  Edge,  1838-1839 

□  Half  Dollar.  Liberty  Seated,  1839-1866 

□  Dollar.  Liberty  Seated,  1840-1865 


KW-2 


KW-3 


Kingswood  Holder  KW-2 
New  Issues  Copper  and  Silver  1800-1830 

During  the  1800-1830  era  many  new  designs  were 
issued,  including  the  Draped  Bust  and  Classic  Head 
half  cents,  the  Classic  Head  and  Matron  Head  large 
cents,  two  varieties  of  half  dimes,  two  varieties  of 
dimes,  two  issues  of  quarters,  and  two  issues  of  half 
dollars.  The  holder  contains  openings  for: 


□  Half  Cent.  Draped  Bust,  1800-1808 

□  Half  Cent.  Classic  Head,  1809-1836 

□  Cent.  Classic  Head,  1808-1814 

□  Cent.  Matron  Head,  1816-1835 

□  Half  Dime.  Heraldic  Eagle,  1800-1805 

□  Half  Dime.  Capped  Bust,  1829-1837 

□  Dime.  Capped  Bust-Large,  1809-1828 

□  Dime.  Capped  Bust-Small,  1828-1837 

□  Quarter.  Heraldic  Eagle,  1804-1807 

□  Quarter.  Capped  Bust-Large,  1815-1828 

□  Half  Dollar.  Heraldic  Eagle,  1801-1807 

□  Half  Dollar.  Capped  Bust,  1807-1836 


Kingswood  Holder  KW-4 
New  Issues  Copper,  Copper-Nickel, 

Silver  1851-1860 

New  issues  of  the  1851-1860  era  include  the  Fly¬ 
ing  Eagle  and  Indian  cents,  three  varieties  of  three- 
cent  pieces,  and  various  Liberty  Seated  coins.  The 
holder  contains  openings  for: 

□  Cent.  Flying  Eagle,  1856-1858 

□  Cent.  Indian  Head  Laurel  Wreath,  1859 

□  Cent.  Indian  Head  Oak  Wreath  C.N.,  1860-1864 

□  Three  Cent.  No  Outline  to  Star,  1851-1853 

□  Three  Cent.  Three  Outlines  to  Star,  1854-1858 

□  Three  Cent.  Two  Outlines  to  Star,  1859-1873 

□  Half  Dime.  Arrows  at  Date,  1853-1855 

□  Half  Dime.  Legend  Obverse,  1860-1873 

□  Dime.  Arrows  at  Date,  1853-1855 

□  Dime.  Legend  Obverse,  1860-1891 

□  Quarter.  Arrows  and  Rays,  1853 

□  Quarter.  Arrows  only,  1854-1855 

□  Half  Dollar.  Arrows  and  Rays,  1853 

□  Half  Dollar.  Arrows  only,  1854-1855 
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Kingswood  Holder  kW-5 
New  Issues  Bronze,  Nickel,  Silver  1861-1900 

This  holder  is  a  top  favorite,  tor  it  includes  the 
bronze  Indian  cent  from  1864  onward,  two  varie¬ 
ties  of  the  Shield  nickel,  two  varieties  of  the  Liber- 
tv  Head  nickel,  the  Barber  coins,  the  Morgan  silver 
dollar,  and  other  pieces — when  completed,  this 
holder  will  exhibit  19  gorgeous  coins!  The  holder 
contains  openings  tor: 


Cent.  Indian  Head,  1864-1909 

Two  Cent.  Shield,  1864-1873 

Three  Cent.  Nickel-Alloy,  1865-1889 

Nickel.  Shield  With  Rays,  1866-1867 

Nickel.  Shield,  1867-1888 

Nickel.  Liberty,  1883 

Nickel,  liberty  With  CENTS,  1883-1913 

Dime.  Seated  With  Arrows,  1873-1874 

Dime.  Barber,  1892-1916 

Twenty  Cents.  Seated  Liberty,  1875-1878 

Quarter.  Seated  With  Motto,  1866-1891 

Quarter.  Seated  With  Arrows,  1873-1874 

Quarter.  Barber,  1892-1915 

Half  Dollar.  Seated  With  Motto,  1866-1891 

Half  Dollar.  Seated  With  Arrows,  1873-1874 

Half  Dollar.  Barber,  1892-1918 

Dollar.  Seated  With  Motto,  1866-1873 

Dollar.  Morgan,  1878-1921 

Dollar.  Trade,  1873-1885 


Kingswood  Holder  KW-6 
New  Issues  Copper,  Nickel,  Silver  1901-1950 

Here  is  another  perennial  favorite!  The  Lincoln 
cent,  the  new  silver  designs  of  1916,  the  Jefferson 
nickel,  the  Roosevelt  dime,  and  other  memorable 
pieces  made  their  debut  within  this  time  span.  Here 
is  a  holder  you  will  be  able  to  fill  in  with  many  Un¬ 
circulated  and  Proof  coins,  for  all  are  readily  avail¬ 
able.  In  high  grades  some  are  challenging,  however! 
The  holder  contains  openings  for: 


Cent.  Lincoln  V.D.B.  Reverse,  1909 
Cent.  Lincoln  Wreath,  1909-1958 
Cent.  Lincoln  Steel,  1943 
Cent.  Lincoln  Shell  Case,  1944-1946 
Nickel.  Buffalo  Mound,  1913 
Nickel.  Buffalo  Flat  Cround,  1913-1938 
□  Nickel,  lefferson,  1938- 

Nickel.  Jefferson  Wartime  Alloy,  1942-1945 
Dime.  Mercury,  1916-1945 
Dime.  Roosevelt  Silver,  1946-1964 
Quarter.  Standing  Liberty  Type  I,  1916-1917 
Quarter.  Standing  Liberty  Type  II,  1917-1930 
Quarter.  Washington  Silver,  1932-1964 
Half  Dollar.  Walking  Liberty,  1916-1947 
Half  Dollar.  Franklin,  1948-1963 
Dollar.  Peace  type,  1921-1935 


Kingswood  Holder  KW-7 
New  Issues  Copper,  Nickel,  and  Silver 
1951  Onward 

Coins  of  our  own  era  are  represented  in  this 
holder— modern  history  at  your  fingertips.  The 
holder  contains  openings  for: 


Cent.  Lincoln  Memorial,  1959-1982 
Cent.  Lincoln  Zinc,  1982- 
Dime.  Roosevelt  Clad,  1965- 
Quarter.  Washington  Clad,  1965- 
Quarter.  Bicentennial  Silver,  1776-1976 
Quarter.  Bicentennial  Clad,  1776-1976 
Half  Dollar.  Kennedy  Silver,  1964 
Half  Dollar.  Kennedy  Silver  Clad,  1965-1970 
Half  Dollar.  Kennedy  Clad  Alloy,  1971- 
Half  Dollar.  Bicentennial  Silver,  1776-1976 
Half  Dollar.  Bicentennial  Clad,  1776-1976 
Dollar.  Eisenhower  Silver,  1971-1974 
Dollar.  Eisenhower  Clad,  1971-1978 
Dollar  Bicentennial  Silver,  1776-1976 
Dollar  Bic  entennial  Clad,  1776-1976 
Dollar  Susan  B  Anthony,  1979-1981 


Kingswood  Holder  KW-8 
New  Issues  Cold,  1834-1900 

New  gold  coin  issues  in  this  span  include  the 
scarce  one-dollar  and  three-dollar  issues  as  well  as 
various  other  denominations— all  in  all  adding  up 
to  a  beautiful  display!  The  holder  contains  open¬ 
ings  for: 


Dollar.  Liberty  Head,  1849-1854 
Dollar.  Indian-Large  Head,  1854-1856 
Dollar.  Indian-Small  Head,  1856-1889 
Quarter  Eagle.  Classic  Head,  1834-1839 
Quarter  Eagle.  Coronet,  1840-1907 
Three  Dollar.  Indian  Head,  1854-1889 
Half  Eagle.  Classic  Head,  1834-1838 

□  Half  Eagle.  Coronet,  1838-1866 

Half  Eagle.  Coronet  With  Motto,  1866-1908 

□  Eagle.  Coronet,  1838-1866 

□  Eagle.  Coronet  With  Motto,  1866-1907 

□  Double  Eagle.  Coronet,  1849-1866 

□  Double  Eagle.  Coronet  With  Motto,  1866-1876 

□  Double  Eagle.  Coronet  $20,  1877-1907 


KW-9 


KW-9A 


Kingswood  Holder  KW-9 
New  Issues  Gold,  1901-1933 

This  holder  comprises  gold  coins  of  the  early  20th 
century,  including  the  famous  Saint-Gaudens 
issues — a  dandy  display,  and  a  good  start  on  a  gold 
collection.  The  holder  contains  openings  for: 


Quarter  Eagle.  Indian  Head,  1908-1929 

Half  Eagle.  Indian  Head,  1908-1929 

Eagle.  Saint-Caudens  Indian,  1907-1908 

Eagle.  Sainl-Caudens  Indian  With  Motto,  1907-1908 

Double  Eagle.  Saint-Gaudens  No  Motto,  1907-1908 

Double  Eagle.  Saint-Gaudens  With  Motto,  1908-1933 


Kingswood  Holder  KW-9A 

We  have  created  a  holder  which  contains  all  the 
coin  openings  as  mentioned  in  KW-9  plus  an  ad¬ 
ditional  opening  for  the  Saint-Gaudens  MCMVII 
High  Relief  double  eagle.  Please  specifically  request 
this  holder  when  ordering  a  package,  otherwise  the 
standard  KW-9  will  be  sent.  The  holder  contains 
openings  for: 


□  Quarter  Eagle.  Indian  Head,  1908-1929 

□  Half  Eagle.  Indian  Head,  1908-1929 

□  Eagle.  Saint-Gaudens  Indian,  1907-1908 

□  Eagle.  Saint-Gaudens  Indian  With  Motto,  1908-1933 

□  Double  Eagle.  Saint-Gaudens  No  Motto,  1907-1908 

□  Double  Eagle.  Saint-Gaudens  With  Motto,  1908-1933 

□  Double  Eagle.  Saint-Gaudens  High  Relief,  MCMVII 


Kingswood  Holder  KW-10 
Commemorative  Silver  Issues  1892-1925 

The  progress  of  our  silver  commemorative  coin¬ 
age  is  outlined  in  this  holder,  which  begins  with 
the  Columbian  issues  and  continues  through  issues 
of  1925,  including  the  1893  Isabella  quarter  and  the 
1900  Lafayette  dollar.  The  holder  contains  openings 
for: 


□  Columbian  Expo,  1892 

□  Quarter.  Isabella,  1893 

□  Dollar.  Lafayette,  1900 

□  Panama-Pacific  Exposition,  1915 

□  Lincoln-lllinois,  1918 

□  Maine,  1920 

□  Pilgrim,  1920 

□  Alabama,  1921 

□  Missouri,  1921 

□  Crant,  1922 

□  Monroe,  1923 

□  Huguenot,  1924 

□  California,  1925 

□  Lexington,  1925 

□  Slone  Mountain,  1925 

□  Ft.  Vancouver,  1925 


Kingswood  Holder  KW-11 
Commemorative  Silver  Issues  1926-1935 

Issues  from  1926  through  1935,  including  some 
scarce  types,  are  included  in  this  holder  which  con¬ 
tains  openings  for: 


□  Oregon  Trail,  1926 

□  Sesquicentennial,  1926 

□  Vermont,  1927 

□  Hawaiian,  1928 

□  Boone,  1934 

□  Maryland,  1934 

□  Texas,  1934 

□  Arkansas,  1935 

□  Connecticut,  1935 

□  Hudson,  1935 

□  San  Diego,  1935 

□  Spanish  Trail,  1935 

Kingswood  Holder  KW-12 
Commemorative  Issues  of  1936 

1936  is  the  most  famous  year  in  the  commemora¬ 
tive  series.  This  holder  lists  all  new  issues  of  the 
1936  year— a  fascinating  display,  and  one  which 
forms  the  starting  point  for  many  collectors.  It  con¬ 
tains  openings  for: 


Albany,  1936 

□  Bridgeport,  1936 

□  Cleveland,  1936 

□  Delaware,  1936 

□  Gettysburg,  1936 
Lynchburg,  1936 
Rhode  Island,  1936 
Wisconsin,  1916 


□  Bay  Bridge,  1936 

□  Cincinnati,  1936 
Columbia,  S.C.,  1936 
Elgin,  1936 

Long  Island,  1936 
Norfolk,  1936 
Robinson,  1936 
York,  19  It, 
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Kingswood  Holder  KW-13 
Commemorative  Issues  Silver  and  Clad,  1937-1986 

Commemorative  coins  from  1937  onward,  includ¬ 
ing  modem  silver  and  gold  issues,  are  housed  in 
this  holder  which  contains  openings  for: 


□  Antietam,  1937 

□  Roanoke,  1937 

□  New  Rochelle,  1938 

□  Iowa,  1946 

□  B.T.W.,  1946-1951 

□  W.C.,  1951-1954 

□  G.W.,  1982 

□  Statue  of  Liberty,  1986 

□  Dollar.  Olympic,  1983 

□  $1.  Stat.  of  L.,  1986 

□  Dollar.  Olympic,  1984 

Kingswood  Holder  KW-14 
New  Issues  Gold  1795-1834 

Combined  with  a  KW-8  and  KW-9  (or  KW-9A  op¬ 
tion),  this  holder  completes  the  gold  type  set  se¬ 
ries.  Contained  in  the  KW-14  holder  are  many  classic 
rarities  and  elusive  types.  If  you  plan  to  or  are  now 
working  on  a  type  set  of  early  gold  then  this  holder 
would  be  an  excellent  way  to  display  your  coins. 
The  holder  contains  openings  for: 

□  Quarter  Eagle.  Capped  Bust  Right,  No  Stars  Obv.,  1796 

C  Quarter  Eagle.  Capped  Bust  Right,  Stars  Obv.,  1796-1807 

□  Quarter  Eagle.  Capped  Bust  Left,  large  size,  1808 

□  Quarter  Eagle.  Capped  Bust  Left,  1821-1827 

□  Quarter  Eagle.  Capped  Bust  Left,  reduced  size,  1829-1834 

□  Half  Eagle.  Small  Eagle  Rev.,  1795-1798 

□  Half  Eagle.  Heraldic  Eagle,  1795-1807 

□  Half  Eagle.  Capped,  Draped  Bust,  1807-1812 

□  Half  Eagle.  Capped  Bust,  1813-1829 

□  Half  Eagle.  Capped  Bust,  reduced  size,  1829-1834 

□  Eagle.  Small  Eagle  Reverse,  1795-1797 

□  Eagle.  Heraldic  Eagle  Reverse,  1797-1804 


Kingswood  Holder  KW-15 
Commemorative  Gold  Issues  1903-1986 

This  holder  includes  some  of  the  most  popular 
and  desirable  of  all  commemorative  issues.  This  col¬ 
lection  can  be  completed  in  conjunction  with  the 
silver  commemorative  pieces  or  as  a  complete  col¬ 
lection  in  itself.  The  holder  contains  openings  for: 

□  Cold  Dollar.  Louisiana  Purchase,  Jefferson,  1903 

□  Cold  Dollar.  Louisiana  Purchase,  McKinley,  1903 

□  Cold  Dollar.  Lewis  and  Clark,  1904 

□  Cold  Dollar.  Lewis  and  Clark,  1905 

□  Cold  Dollar.  Panama-Pacific,  1915 

□  Cold  Dollar.  McKinley  Memorial,  1916 

□  Cold  Dollar.  McKinley  Memorial,  1917 

□  Cold  Dollar.  Crant  Memorial,  With  Star,  1922 

□  Cold  Dollar.  Crant  Memorial,  No  Star,  1922 

□  Quarter  Eagle.  Panama-Pacific,  1915 

□  Quarter  Eagle.  Sesquicentennial,  1926 

□  Eagle.  Los  Angeles  Olympiad,  1984 

□  Half  Eagle.  Statue  of  Liberty,  1986 
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DK©=  E  Order  KW-1  through  KW-7 
as  a  unit  and  pay  only  $179  for  all 
seven  holders! 

Order  KW-8,  KW-9,  and 
KW-14,  and  the  unit  is  priced  at 
only  $79  for  the  trio! 

The  holders  in  KW-IO 
through  KW-13,  plus  KW-15,  a  total 
of  five  commemorative  holders, 
are  yours  for  only  $129  when  or¬ 
dered  as  a  unit! 

"Go  all  the  way"  and  get 
the  entire  set  of  Kingswood 
holders,  KW-1  through  KW-15,  (75  in 
all)  for  $370,  a  savings  of  over  $57 
from  the  individual  prices! 


Kingswood  Holder  KW-191 
United  States  Half  Cents, 

Selected  Classic  Head  Types, 

Regular  Issues,  1809-1835 

Many  of  our  customers  have  asked  when  we 
planned  to  produce  a  Kingswood  holder  for  the 
popular  half  cent  series.  We  have  responded  with 
this  and  two  other  holders  for  half  cents,  all  of  which 
are  bound  to  be  big  sellers.  This  holder  has  13  open¬ 
ings  for  a  concise,  but  exciting  collection  for  the 
person  who  enjoys  early  coppers.  It  contains  open¬ 
ings  for: 


□  1809/6 

□  1826 

□  1833 

□  1809 

□  1828  13  Stars 

□  1834 

□  1810 

□  1828  12  Stars 

□  1835 

□  1811 

□  1829 

□  1825 

□  1832 

Kingswood  Holder  KW-211 
Liberty  Seated  Coinage,  Quarters  and  Half  Dollars 

At  last,  a  holder  which  allows  you  to  build  a  type 
collection  of  these  very  popular  coins  without  hav¬ 
ing  to  combine  other  unrelated  types  in  one  holder. 
This  holder  contains  openings  for: 

□  Quarter.  No  Motto  Type,  1838-1853  or  1856-1865 

□  Quarter.  Arrows  and  Rays,  1853 

□  Quarter.  Arrows  only,  1854-1855 

□  Quarter.  Motto  Type,  1866-1873  or  1875-1891 

□  Quarter.  Arrows,  1873-1874 

□  Half  Dollar.  No  Motto  Type,  1839-1853  or  1856-1866 

□  Half  Dollar.  Arrows  and  Rays,  1853 

□  Half  Dollar.  Arrows  only,  1854-1855 

□  Half  Dollar.  Motto  Type,  1866-1873  or  1875-1891 

□  Half  Dollar.  Arrows,  1873-1874 


Thomas  Becker,  our 
Senior  Numismatist, 
holds  one  of  the  Kings¬ 
wood  favorites. 


Kingswood  Holder  KW-2T2 
Liberty  Seated  Coinage,  Silver  Dollars 

A  small  but  most  impressive  collection  when 
completed.  This  holder  contains  openings  for: 

□  Christian  Gobrecht  Design,  1836-1839 

□  Liberty  Seated,  No  Motto,  1840-1865 

□  Liberty  Seated,  With  Motto,  186  -1873 

□  Trade,  1873-1885 


Kingswood  Holder  KW-213 
Liberty  Seated  Coinage,  Basic  Type  Collection 

This  holder  contains  openings  for  all  the  basic 
types  of  Liberty  Seated  coinage,  without  sub- 
varieties.  Using  this  format  allows  the  collector  to 


perhaps  purchase  better  quality  pieces  of  more 
plentiful  types.  This  holder  contains  openings  for: 


□  Half  Dime.  1837-1873 

□  Dime.  1837-1891 

□  Twenty-Cent  Piece.  1875-1878 

□  Quarter.  1838-1891 

□  Half  Dollar.  1839-1891 

□  Dollar.  1840-1873 

□  Trade  Dollar.  1873-1885 


Kingswood  Holder  KW-214 
United  States  Coins  of  the  Carson  City  Mint 
A  Collection  of  Major  Types 

Finally  there  is  a  great  way  to  display  your  col¬ 
lection  of  types  from  this  very  popular  western  mint. 
The  holder  contains  openings  for: 


□  Dime.  1871-1878 

□  Twenty  Cents.  1875-1876 

□  Quarter.  1870-1878 

□  Half  Dollar.  1870-1878 

□  Seated  Dollar.  1870-1873 

□  Trade  Dollar.  1873-1878 

□  Morgan  Dollar.  1878-1893 

□  Half  Eagle.  1870-1893 

□  Eagle.  1870-1893 

□  Double  Eagle.  1870-1893 


Kingswood  Holder  KW-230 
United  States  Half  Cent  Types,  1793-1857 

It  takes  just  five  coins  to  complete  this  interest¬ 
ing  collection,  yet  it  is  still  a  challenge  to  acquire 
pleasing  and  attractive  coins.  The  holder  contains 
openings  for: 


□  Liberty  Cap  Facing  Left,  1793 

□  Liberty  Cap  Facing  Right,  1794-1797 

□  Draped  Bust,  1800-1808 

□  Classic  Head,  1809-1836 

□  Braided  Hair,  1840-1857 


Kingswood  Holder  KW-231 
Unites  States  Half  Cent  and  Large  Cent  Types 
1793-1857 

This  holder  has  it  all!  A  great  combination  of  the 
types  from  both  the  half  and  large  cent  denomina¬ 
tions.  Together,  this  is  a  most  impressive  display  and 
certainly  an  enjoyable  collection  to  complete.  The 
holder  contains  openings  for: 


Half  Cents 

□  Liberty  Cap  Facing  Left,  1793 

□  Liberty  Cap  Facing  Right,  1794-1797 

□  Draped  Bust,  1800-1808 

□  Classic  Head,  1809-1836 

□  Braided  Hair,  1840-1857 

Large  Cents 

□  Chain  Reverse,  1793 

□  Wreath  Reverse,  1793 

□  Liberty  Cap,  1793-1796 

□  Draped  Bust,  1796-1807 

□  Classic  Head,  1808-1814 

□  Matron  Head,  1816-1835 

□  Matron  Head-Modified,  1835-1839 

□  Braided  Hair,  1839-1857 


Kingswood  Holder  KW-232 
United  States  Cent  Types,  1793  to  Date 

Eighteen  coins  are  needed  to  complete  this  com¬ 
prehensive  and  varied  collection  of  cents  which 
span  coinage  examples  from  our  nation's  beginning 
to  the  present  day.  The  holder  contains  openings 
for: 
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Chain  Reverse,  1793 

Wreath  Reverse,  1793 

liberty  Cap,  1793-1796 

Draped  Bust,  1796-1807 

Classic  Head,  1808-1814 

Matron  Head,  1816-1835 

Matron  Head  Modified,  1835-1839 

Braided  Hair,  1839-1857 

Flying  Eagle,  1856-1858 

Indian  Head  Laurel  Wreath  C.N.,  I8b0-1864 

Indian  Head,  18b4-1909 

Lincoln  With  V.D.B.,  1909 

Lincoln  Without  V.D.B.,  1909-1858 

Lincoln  Wartime  Steel,  1943 

Lincoln  Shellcase,  1944-194b 

Lincoln  Memorial  Reverse,  1959-1982 

Lincoln  Plated  Zinc,  1982-To  date 


Kingswood  Holder  KW-233 
United  States  Coinage  Designs 
Two,  Three,  and  Five-Cent  Pieces,  1851  to  Date 

A  very  interesting  and  diverse  collection  of  14 
coins  which  are  seldom  collected  together  as  a  set. 
When  filled,  this  holder  makes  a  most  unusual  dis¬ 
play.  The  holder  has  openings  for: 


□  Two  Cent.  1864-1873 

□  Three  Cent.  Silver,  Variety  I,  1851-1853 
Three  Cent.  Silver,  Variety  II,  1854-1858 

□  Three  Cent.  Silver,  Variety  III,  1859-1873 

□  Three  Cent.  Nickel,  1865-1889 

□  Five  Cent.  Shield,  With  Rays,  1866-1867 

□  Five  Cent.  Shield,  Without  Rays,  1867-1883 
Five  Cent.  Liberty,  Without  CENTS,  1883 

□  Five  Cent.  Liberty,  With  CENTS,  1883-1913 

□  Five  Cent.  Buffalo,  Variety  I,  1913 

□  Five  Cent.  Buffalo,  Variety  II,  1913-1938 

□  Five  Cent,  lefferson,  1938-1965 

□  Five  Cent,  lefferson.  Wartime  Silver,  1942-1945 

C  Five  Cent,  lefferson,  Designer's  Initials,  1966  to  Date 


Kingswood  Holder  KW-234 
United  States  Half  Dime  Types,  1794-1873 

This  is  another  holder  which  has  been  produced 
because  of  customer  requests.  Many  collectors  have 
asked  for  a  Kingswood  display  of  this  type,  and  now 
it  is  available.  This  holder  contains  openings  for: 


Flowing  Hair,  1794-195 

□  Draped  Bust,  Small  Eagle,  1796-1797 

□  Heraldic  Eagle,  1800-1805 

□  Capped  Bust,  1829-1837 

□  Liberty  Seated,  No  Stars  Obverse,  1837-1838 
Liberty  Seated,  Stars,  1838-1859 

Liberty  Seated,  Arrows  at  Date,  1853-1855 
Liberty  Seated,  Legend  Obverse,  1860-1873 


Kingswood  Holder  KW-235 
United  States  Dime  Types,  1796  to  Date 

This  comprehensive  collection  offers  lots  of  va¬ 
riety  without  changing  denominations.  Many  col¬ 
lectors  prefer  to  collect  dimes  alone  and  they  now 
will  have  the  perfect  holder  to  protect  and  display 
their  coins.  The  holder  contains  openings  for: 


Small  Eagle  Reverse,  1796-1797 

Heraldic  Eagle,  1798-1807 

Capped  Bust,  Style  1,  1809-1828 

Capped  Bust,  Style  2,  1828-1837 

liberty  Seated,  No  Stars  Obverse,  1837-1838 

Lifjerty  Seated,  Stars,  1838-1860 

lifrerty  Seated,  Arrows  at  Date,  1853-1855 

Liberty  Seated,  Legend  Obverse,  1860-1891 

Liberty  Seated,  Arrows  at  Date,  1873-1874 

Barber,  1892-1916 

Mercury,  1916-1945 

Roosevelt,  Silver,  19461964 

Roosevelt,  Clad,  1963  to  Date 


Kingswood  Holder  KW-236 
United  States  Quarter  Types,  1796  to  Date 

Certain  to  be  a  best-selling  holder  and  a  great 
companion  to  the  KW-234,  KW-235,  KW-237,  and 
KW-238  denomination  type  set  holders.  This  com¬ 
prehensive  holder  contains  openings  for: 


□  Draped  Bust,  Small  Eagle  Reverse,  1796 

□  Draped  Bust,  Heraldic  Eagle,  1804-1807 

□  Capped  Bust,  Large,  1815-1828 

□  Capped  Bust,  Small,  1831-1838 

□  Liberty  Seated,  1838-1865 

Liberty  Seated,  Arrows  and  Rays,  1853 

□  Liberty  Seated,  Arrows  Only,  1854-1855 

□  Liberty  Seated,  Motto,  1866-1891 

□  Liberty  Seated,  Arrows  Only,  1873-1874 

□  Barber,  1892-1916 

□  Standing  Liberty,  Type  I,  1916-1917 

□  Standing  Liberty,  Type  II,  1917-1930 

□  Washington  Silver,  1932-1964 

□  Washington  Clad,  1965  to  Date 

□  Washington  Bicentennial  Reverse,  1976 


Kingswood  Holder  KW-237 
United  States  Half  Dollar  Types 
.900  Silver  Issues,  1794-1964 

This  holder  houses  a  challenging  collection  that 
will  keep  the  most  active  numismatist  busy  for  a 
long  while.  An  important  assortment  of  coins  which 
include  some  of  the  most  interesting  of  designs.  This 
holder  contains  openings  for: 


□  Flowing  Hair,  1794-1795 

□  Draped  Bust,  Small  Eagle,  1796-1797 

□  Heraldic  Eagle,  1801-1807 

□  Capped  Bust,  1807-1836 

□  Capped  Bust,  Reeded  Edge,  50  Cents,  1836-1837 

□  Capped  Bust,  Reeded  Edge,  Half  Dol.,  1838-1839 

□  Liberty  Seated,  Arrows  and  Rays,  1853 

□  Liberty  Seated,  Arrows  Only,  1854-1855 

□  Liberty  Seated,  Motto,  1866-1891 

□  Liberty  Seated,  Arrows  Only,  1873-1874 

□  Barber,  1892-1915 

□  Walking  Liberty,  1916-1947 

□  Franklin,  1948-1963 

□  Kennedy,  1964 


Kingswood  Holder  KW-238 
United  States  Dollar  Types 
Regular  Issues,  .900  Silver,  1794-1935 

Another  comprehensive  collection  that  includes 
some  of  our  nation's  most  popular  coins.  When 
filled,  this  holder  could  be  the  centerpiece  of  your 
collection!  This  holder  contains  openings  for: 


□  Flowing  Hair,  1794-1795 

□  Draped  Bust,  Small  Eagle,  1795-1798 

□  Heraldic  Eagle,  1798-1804 

□  Gobrecht,  1836-1839 

□  Liberty  Seated,  Without  Motto,  1840-1866 

□  Liberty  Seated,  With  Motto,  1866-1873 

□  Trade,  1873-1885 

□  Morgan,  1878-1921 

□  Peace,  High  Relief,  1921 

□  Peace,  1922-1935 


Kingswood  Holder  KW-240 
United  States  Dollar  Types,  1794  to  Date 

This  unique  holder  combines  major  types  of  dol¬ 
lars  in  a  simplified  manor  which  allows  the  collector 
to  avoid  some  of  the  more  expensive  issues  while 
still  having  a  complete  collection.  Certainly  appeal¬ 
ing  because  of  the  great  variety  of  coinage  includ¬ 
ed  and  the  affordability  of  the  coins  needed.  The 
holder  contains  openings  for: 


□  Early  Style,  1794-1804 

□  Liberty  Seated,  1840-1873 

□  Trade,  1873-1885 

□  Morgan,  1878-1921 

□  Peace,  1921-1935 

□  Eisenhower,  1971-1978 

Eisenhower,  Bicentennial  Reverse,  1976 

□  Anthony,  1979-1981 
I  Olympic,  1983 

□  Olympic,  1984 

□  Statue  of  Liberty,  1986 

□  Constitution,  1987 


KINGSWOOD  DATE  COLLECTION  HOLDERS 

Collecting  a  series  of  coins  by  date  and  mintmark 
has  been  a  popular  collecting  method  for  many 
years,  and  we  expect  that  our  Kingswood  Date  Col¬ 
lection  series  will  prompt  even  more  collectors  to 
consider  these  challenging  sets. 

To  make  collecting  by  date  and  mintmark  even 
more  fun  we  have  created  holders  which  have  divid¬ 
ed  each  series  into  logical  and  simplified  segments. 
For  example,  you  may  wish  to  collect  Standing  Lib¬ 
erty  quarters  but  do  not  intend  to  purchase  the  rarest 
of  these  coins.  In  the  past  you  would  have  had  to 
face  the  prospect  of  irritating  empty  openings  in 
an  otherwise  filled  holder  or  album.  Now,  with  the 
Kingswood  Date  Collection  series  you  can  order 
a  holder  for  Standing  Liberty  quarters  that  contains 
the  1924  through  1930  issues  only.  It  takes  just  18 
coins  to  fill  this  holder! 

Many  other  popular  date  collections,  ranging 
from  Indian  cents  through  Morgan  dollars  are  of¬ 
fered  in  this  series  and  are  as  follows: 

KW-100  Flying  Eagle  and  Indian  Cents,  1856-1878 

KW-101  Indian  Cents,  1879-1909 

KW-102  Lincoln  Cents,  1909-1920 

KW-103  Lincoln  Cents,  1921-1934 

KW-104  Lincoln  Cents,  1935-1946 

KW-105  Lincoln  Cents,  1947-1958 


UNITED  STATES  BUFFALO  NICKELS 
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KW-110 


KW-110  Buffalo  Nickels,  1913-1924 
KW-111  Buffalo  Nickels,  1925-1938 
KW-120  Mercury  Dimes,  1916-1926 
KW-121  Mercury  Dimes,  1927-1937 
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KW-122  Mercury  Dimes,  1938-1945 
KW-130  Standing  Liberty  Quarters,  1916-1923 
KW-131  Standing  Liberty  Quarters,  1924-1930 
KW-132  Washington  Quarters,  1932-1942 
KW-133  Washington  Quarters,  1943-1952 
KW-134  Washington  Quarters,  1953-1964 
KW-140  Liberty  Walking  Half  Dollars,  1916-1919 
KW-141  Liberty  Walking  Half  Dollars,  1920-1934 
KW-142  Liberty  Walking  Half  Dollars,  1935-1940 
KW-143  Liberty  Walking  Half  Dollars,  1941-1947 
KW-150  Morgan  Dollars,  1878-1880 
KW-151  Morgan  Dollars,  1881-1883 
KW-152  Morgan  Dollars,  1884-1887 
KW-153  Morgan  Dollars,  1888-1891 
KW-154  Morgan  Dollars,  1892-1895 
KW-155  Morgan  Dollars,  1896-1900 
KW-156  Morgan  Dollars,  1901-1921 
KW-157  Morgan  Dollars,  20th-Century  Issues, 
1901-1921 

KW-158  Peace  Dollars,  1921-1926 
KW-159  Peace  Dollars,  1926-D-1935 

Kingswood  Holder  KW-192 
United  States  Braided  Hair  Half  Cents, 
Complete  Collection  of  Business  Strike  Issues 
1849-1857 

The  second  half  of  a  later  date  half  cent  collec¬ 
tion  is  included  in  this  holder  with  eight  openings 
for: 


□ 

1849  Large  Date 

□  1853 

□  1856 

□ 

1850 

□  1854 

□  1857 

□ 

1851 

□  1855 

Kingswood  holder  KW-239 
United  States  20th-Century  Dollars  1878-1987 

An  interesting  combination  of  coins  which,  while 
a  complete  collection,  is  still  very  affordable  and, 
thus,  specimens  of  exceptional  quality  may  be  in¬ 
cluded.  The  holder  contains  openings  for: 


□  Morgan,  1878-1921 

□  Peace,  1921-1935 

□  Eisenhower,  1971-1978 

□  Eisenhower,  Bicentennial  Reverse,  1976 

□  Anthony,  1979-1981 

□  Olympic,  1983 

□  Olympic,  1984 

□  Statue  of  Liberty,  1986 

□  Constitution,  1987 


IS©-®  Order-  any  three  Kings¬ 
wood  Date  Collection  holders, 
your  choice,  and  pay  just  $75  for 
the  trio,  a  savings  of  over  $10! 

IE,©-©  Order  the  set  of  four 
holders  for  the  Liberty  Walking  half 
dollar  series  at  the  "package" 
price  of  just  $99,  a  savings  of  $15! 

Order  the  Morgan  Dollar 
collection  of  seven  holders 
(KW-150  through  KW-156)  at  the 
"package"  price  of  just  $175,  a  sav¬ 
ings  of  nearly  $25!  


KINGSWOOD  CUSTOM  COLLECTIONS 

Holders  in  this  series  are  designed  around  cus¬ 
tom  collections  which  serve  to  make  coin  collect¬ 
ing  even  more  interesting  than  it  already  is!  As  with 
every  other  Kingswood  holder,  you  can  look  to  Bow¬ 
ers  and  Merena  Galleries  for  assistance  in  finding 
just  the  right  coins  to  complete  your  collection. 

We  think  that  you  will  find  the  following  selec¬ 
tion  of  custom  collections  include  one  or  more  sets 
you  would  like  to  complete. 

Kingswood  Holder  KW-180 

Liberty  Double  Eagles,  20th-Century  Issues, 

If  you  are  interested  in  gold  coins,  desire  a  com¬ 
plete  collection,  but  prefer  not  to  acquire  the  great 
number  of  coins  needed  to  complete  a  traditional 
set  of  coins,  then  you  will  really  like  this  neat  idea. 
Just  16  different  double  eagles  are  needed,  and  ma¬ 
ny  of  the  coins  are  very  modestly  priced  "sleep¬ 
ers”  which  are  very  difficult  to  find.  We  know  for 
a  fact  that  availability  is  a  factor  because  we  have 
assembled  several  of  these  sets  and  it  was  really  an 
enjoyable  challenge.  This  holder  contains  openings 
for: 


□  1901 

□  1904 

□  1906-D 

□  1901-S 

□  1904-S 

□  1906-S 

□  1902 

□  1905 

□  1907 

□  1902-S 

□  1905-S 

□  1907-D 

□  1903 

□  1903-S 

□  1906 

□  1907-S. 

Kingswood  Holder  KW-181 
United  States  20th-Century  Liberty  Eagles 

Like  its  Double  Eagle  counterpart,  this  innova¬ 
tive  holder  allows  you  to  build  a  very  challenging 
and  complete  collection  without  having  to  include 
a  great  number  of  coins.  Just  19  different  eagles  are 
needed.  The  holder  contains  openings  for: 


□  1901 

□  1903-0 

□  1906-0 

□  1901-0 

□  1904 

□  1906-S 

□  1901-S 

□  1904-0 

□  1907 

□  1902 

□  1905 

□  1907-D 

□  1902-S 

□  1905-S 

□  1907-S 

□  1903 

□  1906 

□  1903-S 

□  1906-D 

Kingswood  Holder  KW-201 
U.S.  Silver  Eagles,  Liberty  Walking  Half  Dollar 

A  unique  combination  of  popular  new  and  old 
issues.  We  have  included  an  opening  for  one  ex¬ 
ample  of  the  Liberty  Walking  half  dollar  which  was 
the  inspiration  for  the  obverse  design  of  the  silver 
eagle  coinage.  Included  in  this  holder  are  open¬ 
ings  for  examples  of  silver  eagles  minted  from  1986 
to  future  years  up  to  1991. 


Kingswood  Holder  KW-202 
U.S.  Gold  Eagles,  Saint-Gaudens  Double  Eagle 

This  collection  once  again  combines  the  popu¬ 
lar  and  beautiful  Saint-Gaudens  double  eagle  with 
sets  of  the  various  size  {'A  oz.  through  1  oz.)  gold 
eagle  coins  minted  in  1986  and  1987.  A  beautiful 
and  impressive  collection  when  completed! 

Kingswood  Holder  KW-203 
U.S.  Gold  Eagles,  Saint-Gaudens  Double  Eagle 

Following  the  theme  of  the  KW-201,  this  holder 
combines  one  opening  for  the  "old"  Saint-Gaudens 
double  eagle,  with  openings  dated  through  1991 
for  the  one  ounce  gold  eagle,  which  the  Saint- 
Gaudens  design  inspired. 

Kingswood  Holder  KW-204 

Artist  Designed  Coins  of  the  20th  Century 
Regular  Issues: 

Copper,  Nickel,  Silver,  and  Gold 

A  unique  collection  of  coins  designed  by  Bow¬ 
ers  and  Merena  Galleries.  Each  of  the  15  coins  in 
this  set  was  designed  by  an  artist,  and,  thus,  some 
of  this  century's  most  beautiful  and  interesting  coins 
are  part  of  this  collection.  The  holder  contains 
openings  for: 

□  Lincoln  Cent.  Victor  D.  Brenner 

□  Buffalo  Nickel.  James  E.  Fraser 

□  Jefferson  Nickel.  Felix  Schlag 

□  Mercury  Dime.  Adolph  A.  Weinman 

□  Standing  Liberty  Quarter.  Hermon  A.  MacNeil 

□  Washington  Quarter.  John  Flanagan 

□  Bicentennial  Quarter.  Jack  L.  Ahr 

□  Walking  Liberty  Half  Dollar.  Adolph  A.  Weinman 

□  Bicentennial  Half  Dollar.  Seth  Huntington 

□  Peace  Dollar.  Anthony  De  Francisci 

□  Bicentennial  Dollar.  Dennis  R.  Williams 

□  Indian  Quarter  Eagle.  Bela  Lyon  Pratt 

□  Indian  Half  Eagle.  Bela  Lyon  Pratt 

□  Indian  Eagle.  Augustus  Saint-Gaudens 

□  Double  Eagle.  Augustus  Saint-Gaudens 


Kingswood  Holder  KW-260 
Morgan  and  Peace  Dollars,  Mint  Collection 

If  you  enjoy  collecting  silver  dollars  but  don't  wish 
to  build  a  large  collection,  then  this  new  holder 
will  be  most  appealing.  The  holder  contains  open¬ 
ings  for: 


Morgan  Dollars: 

Peace  Dollars: 

□  Philadelphia 

C  Philadelphia 

□  Carson  City 

□  Denver 

Denver 

D  San  Francisco 

New  Orleans 

□  San  Francisco 
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Books  are  exciting!  Books  will 
make  profit  for  you!  Books  are  in¬ 
teresting!  And,  GOOD  NEWS, 
from  Bowers  and  Merena  you  can  buy 
books  at  great  discount  prices! 

Buy  up  to  $99.99  worth  of  books  at 
the  list  prices  and  take  a  10%  discount! 
Buy  $100  or  more  worth  of  books  and 
take  a  20%  discount!  This  offer  is  sub¬ 
ject  to  cancellation  after  the  present  Rare 
Coin  Review  expires  (although  we  may 
decide  to  continue  it),  and  for  the  pres¬ 
ent  is  limited  only  to  Rare  Coin  Review 
readers.  On  your  order  blank,  when  you 
list  the  stock  numbers  of  the  books  you 
want,  write  "10%  book  discount"  or 
"20%  book  discount"  nearby,  as  ap¬ 
plicable,  so  we  will  honor  your  order. 

Use  our  toll-free  number!  This  is  the 
easiest  way  to  order  books,  and  we  in¬ 
vite  you  to  do  it.  We  are  just  an  instant 
away.  Check  the  books  you  want,  make 
a  list  of  the  stock  numbers,  and  give  us 
a  call  at  (800)  222-5993,  good  anywhere 
in  the  continental  United  States  outside 
of  New  Hampshire.  Within  New  Hamp¬ 
shire  use  our  regular  number: 
<h()  i)  569-5095.  Have  your  MasterCard, 


Visa,  or  American  Express  card  handy, 
and  we'll  do  the  rest.  You  don't  have  to 
even  figure  up  the  amount  of  your  order 
or  do  any  mathematics  at  all!  We  will  to¬ 
tal  up  your  book  order,  automatically 
calculate  the  discount  to  which  you  are 
entitled— 10%  or  20%,  depending  on 
whether  your  order  is  $100  or  more — 
and  send  the  books  off  to  you!  All  of  this 
will  take  just  a  couple  minutes  of  your 
time. 

Are  you  in  coins  "for  the  money"?  No 

pun  intended  here.  If  you  are  in  coins  to 
make  a  profit— either  when  you  sell  your 
collection  years  from  now,  or  as  an 
investor— it  will  pay  you  to  learn  as  much 
as  you  can.  Show  me  a  person  with  a  ba¬ 
sic  numismatic  library,  and  I'll  show  you 
a  person  who  has  achieved  success  in 
coin  buying.  Show  me  a  person  with  no 
numismatic  library  at  all,  and  I  will  show 
you  a  person  who  is  confused, 
bewildered,  who  is  at  the  mercy  of  all 
sorts  of  promotions,  and  who  doesn't 
know  what  to  buy  next,  or  what  he 
should  do  with  it  once  he  buys  it!  Real¬ 
ly,  there  is  no  substitute  for  knowledge. 

Best  of  all,  a  basic  numismatic  library 
on  the  subject  of  United  States  coins  can 
be  purchased  for  just  a  few  hundred 
dollars.  And  yet,  these  books  can  be 
worth  their  weight  in  gold  when  it  comes 
to  the  information  they  contain.  Check 
our  listing  over,  pick  out  the  titles  you 
want,  and  write  or  call  today  with  your 
order!  Remember:  each  and  every  item 
is  guaranteed  to  please  you.  You  have  30 
full  days  to  be  sure  that  each  book  you 
receive  from  us  is  exactly  what  you  want, 
is  interesting  to  read,  contains  the  infor¬ 
mation  you  desire,  etc.  If  you  are  not 
100%  pleased,  just  send  the  book  back 
and  we'll  refund  your  money. 

Here  is  a  special  offer  which  may  be 
one-of-a-kind.  Space  is  tight  in  our  book 
warehouse,  as  we  acquire  and  publish 
new  titles,  and  as  our  sales  volume  in¬ 
creases  (our  book  sales  this  year  are 
sharply  up  from  our  sales  last  year).  To 
"move  out"  some  titles  from  the  past, 
and  at  the  same  time  to  provide  you  with 
some  really  worthwhile  books,  here  is  a 
special  offer  on  past  catalogues  issued  by 
Auctions  by  Bowers  and  Merena,  Inc.  I'll 
call  it  the  "Auction  Catalogue  Offer  71," 


the  "71"  referring  to  this  issue  of  the  Rare 
Coin  Review.  As  you  probably  know,  our 
past  auction  catalogues,  each  with  a  list 
of  prices  realized,  have  become  collec¬ 
tor's  items  in  their  own  right,  and  many 
sellers  of  out-of-print  books  have  reported 
that  our  past  catalogues  are  the  "hottest" 
things  in  their  sales.  For  $165  net— no  fur¬ 
ther  discount— I  will  send  you  the  follow¬ 
ing  items:  over  $340  worth  of  our  past 
auction  catalogues,  titles  of  our  choice, 
softbound  versions,  as  figured  by  the 
prices  listed  later  in  this  section.  PLUS 
I  am  going  to  send  you  three  books  about 
great  collectors  in  the  past,  and  the  fab¬ 
ulous  coins  they  handled:  Virgil  Brand: 
The  Man  and  His  Era  (our  Stock  No. 
BBM-140,  regularly  $29),  An  Inside  View 
of  the  Coin  Hobby  in  the  1930s:  The 
Walter  P.  Nichols  File  (our  Stock  No. 
BBM-155,  regularly  $14.95)  and  Abe 
Kosoff:  Dean  of  Numismatics  (our  Stock 
No.  BBM-164)  $19.95.  Tell  you  what,  I  will 
put  in  enough  extra  Bowers  and  Merena 
auction  catalogues  that  the  total  value  of 
this  package  will  be  over  $410!  There  is 
a  catch:  no  orders  will  be  accepted  from 
dealers  for  resale,  and  only  one  "Auction 
Catalogue  Offer  71"  will  be  accepted 
from  an  given  private  client.  Further,  our 
supply  of  past  auction  catalogues  is 
limited,  so  this  offer  is  subject  to 
cancellation  if  we  run  out!  So,  when  you 
telephone  your  book  order  or  send  it  by 
mail,  just  write  "Auction  Catalogue  Of¬ 
fer  71"  for  one  of  the  greatest  buys  we 
have  ever  offered— a  fantastic  treasure 
trove  of  fascinating,  valuable  catalogues 
from  the  past— each  with  a  list  of  prices 
realized— an  incomparable  guide  to 
market  values! 

So,  that's  it.  Look  through  the  follow¬ 
ing  pages  carefully,  telephone  or  write, 
and  I  and  my  staff  will  speed  your  order 
on  to  you.  By  telephone  or  mail — either 
way— I  look  forward  to  hearing  from  you 
soon.  Each  book  you  order  means  hours 
of  enjoyment  and  dollars  of  profit  for  you! 

Sincerely, 

Sandra  Scott 

Manager,  Publications  Department 
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Special  Values  on  Great  Books! 


Note:  Books  will  be  shipped  under  separate  cover 
from  coin  orders  and  will  arrive  separately.  Please 
allow  several  weeks  for  delivery ;  for  books  are  sent 
by  book  rate  through  the  US.  Post  Office,  or,  for 
large  orders,  through  U.P.S.  (in  which  instance  be 
sure  to  give  us  your  street  address). 


A  GOOD  INVESTMENT 


Bowers,  Q.  David.  HIGH  PROFITS  FROM 
RARE  COIN  INVESTMENT.  (Stock  No. 
BBM-101)  $14.95. 

This  truly  great  book  combines  a  fascinating  text  with  charts, 
data,  and  other  useful  information.  The  author  has  been  right 
in  the  middle  of  the  coin  market  since  1953  and  deals  not  with 
“theory"  but  with  actual  experience,  for  he  has  handled  just 
about  every  United  States  rare  coin  variety  in  existence,  and 
many  of  the  greatest  collections  ever  assembled.  Here  is  just 
a  glimpse  of  what  this  368-page  volume  contains:  Building  a 
Portfolio  of  U.S.  Coins;  Cold  Coins;  Commemoratives;  Morgan 
Dollars;  "Slabbed"  and  Certified  Coins;  Price  and  Market 
Cycles;  How  to  Avoid  Mistakes;  How  to  Spot  Sleepers;  Grading; 
Performance  Charts;  How  the  Stock  Market  Affects  the  Coin 
Market;  the  Outlook  for  the  Future,  and  much,  much  more! 
368  pages,  illustrated,  softbound. 
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gether  a  fragrant  bouquet.  Without  being  'preachy,'  Dave 
manages  to  get  across  the  message  that  there's  much  more  to 
coins  than  their  market  values  or  intrinsic  worth.  He  intertwines 
basic  facts  with  the  romance-art-history  concept  surrounding 
every  coin  ever  struck.  Yes,  Dave  has  picked  dozens  of  American 
Beauties,  gathering  them  into  a  fragrant  bouquet  that  can  be 
the  inspiration  for  additional  numismatic  study  by  fellow  hob¬ 
byists.  Those  who  hurry  without  taking  time  'to  smell  the  flowers 
along  the  way'  will  be  missing  an  enriching  numismatic  ex¬ 
perience." 

Lee  Martin,  of  the  Numismatic  Literary  Guild  Newsletter  and 
CoinAge  magazine,  wrote:  "I  am  thoroughly  delighted  with 
the  book,  not  only  because  it  is  knowledgeable,  but  because 
it  is  the  type  of  book  that  once  started,  the  reader  refuses  to 
put  it  down.  Congratulations  on  a  job  very  well  done!" 

Dr.  Vladimir  Clain-Stefanelli,  curator  of  the  Department  of 
Numismatics,  Smithsonian  Institution,  noted:  "This  new  book 
by  Q.  David  Bowers  is  a  bold  undertaking  which  brings  a 
fascinating  series  of  contributions  to  the  history  of  money  in 
its  broadest  context.  Coins  as  well  as  other  collectibles  are 
'brought  to  life,'  as  it  were,  within  the  framework  of  society  as 
a  whole,  helped  through  the  lavish  use  of  a  wealth  of  original 
illustrations.  The  numerous  new  or  little-known  facts  and  facets 
found  in  this  book  give  it  a  unique  value  for  the  collector  and 
historian  alike,  as  well  as  for  anyone  interested  in  coins  and 
the  people  who  produced  and  used  them.  The  historic,  artist, 
and  the  so-often  neglected  romantic  aspects  surrounding  coins 
and  paper  currencies  are  vividly  described  in  this  work  of  love 
by  a  dedicated  and  knowledgeable  student  of  history." 

Kenneth  E.  Bressett,  editor  of  A  Guide  Book  of  United  States 
Coins,  stated:  "Dave  Bowers'  latest  book  is  a  prime  example 
of  the  kind  of  stimulating,  informative  writing  expected  from 
his  fluent  pen.  It  fulfills  the  wish  of  many:  that  experienced  col¬ 
lectors  should  record  their  knowledge  for  the  benefit  of  others. 
His  nostalgic  approach  deals  not  only  with  coins  but  also  with 
their  role  in  everyday  life.  Colorful  vignettes  of  his  personal  ex¬ 
periences  are  combined  with  intriguing  and  often  amusing 
stories  of  contemporary  collectors.  An  adventure  awaits  you!" 

Eric  P.  Newman,  well-known  numismatic  scholar  and  author, 
had  this  to  say:  "Adventures  With  Rare  Coins  is  an  exciting  in¬ 
terplay  of  collectibles,  collectors,  history,  discovery,  and 
marketability.  Its  carefully  assembled  facts  and  illustrations  are 
powerfully  presented,  making  the  book  fun  as  well  as 
stimulating  to  read.  It  is  a  rare  combination  of  the  pedantic  with 
the  romantic  in  numismatics  in  its  concurrent  ancillary 
disciplines." 

Coin  World  was  equally  enthusiastic:  "If  you've  ever  had  a 
coin  in  your  pocket,  you  must  have  this  book  in  your  hand! 
Adventures  With  Rare  Coins  reads  with  the  romance  of  a 
historical  novel  and  with  the  excitement  of  an  artful  thriller. 
Channeled  with  a  vein  of  purest  Americana,  its  pages  are  filled 
with  theatre— from  improvising  colonists,  and  burly  gold  rush 
to  melodious  five-cent  carousel  rides.  Collectors— or  potential 
collectors— of  coins,  paper  money,  tokens,  and  medals  will  hit 
pay  dirt.  Scholar  Q.  David  Bowers  uncovers  a  rich  lode  of  un¬ 
published  numismatic  facts.  Unique  illustrations  associate  mon¬ 
ey  with  life.  Bowers,  the  professional,  offers  prudent  collecting 
and  investment  advice.  Like  a  good  coin,  Adventures  With  Rare 
Coins  has  undeniable  substance;  the  literary  investment  of  the 
year." 

The  New  York  Times  noted:  "Dave  Bowers'  new  book  is  full 
of  the  unexpected.  The  title  is  just  the  tip  of  the  iceberg:  we 
find  ourselves  adventuring  with  rare  coins  and  everyday  coins, 
paper  money,  scrip,  gold  dust,  and  silver  ore,  all  the  while  ab¬ 
sorbing  the  legends  and  lore  of  our  country’s  numismatic 
history."  305  pages,  illustrated,  hardbound. 


SPECIAL  OFFER:  Adventures  With  Rare  Coins  as 
preceding,  but  a  “factory  second."  (Stock  No. 
BBM-126)  $15.00 

We  have  a  few  cartons  of  books  which  show  slight  cover  scuf¬ 
fing  or  damage— but  with  "mint"  contents.  While  these  last 
we  offer  them  for  a  special  price  which  will  save  you  nearly 
$10  per  copy! 


Bowers,  Q.  David.  Introduction  by  John  J.  Ford. 
ADVENTURES  WITH  RARE  COINS.  (Stock  No. 
BBM-125)  $24.95. 

This  book  has  won  several  awards.  Within  its  covers  you'll 
read  about  the  history,  art,  romance,  and  investment  aspect  of 
coins.  The  fabulous  California  Gold  Rush,  the  great  Treasury 
release  of  Morgan  silver  dollars  in  1962  (together  with  figures 
stating  the  quantity  of  Carson  City  and  other  dollars  held  by 
the  Treasury  and  subsequently  sold  through  the  G.S.A.  sales), 
the  coin  market  over  the  years,  nostalgia,  old-time  pictures,  dos 
and  don'ts  of  coin  investment,  and  other  subjects  are  presented 
in  an  interesting  manner.  Enthusiastically  acclaimed!  Thousands 
of  copies  have  been  sold. 

Here's  what  some  reviewers  had  to  say:  Numismatic  News 
wrote:  "A  few  years  ago  a  popular  tune  on  the  Hit  Parade  con¬ 
tained  a  line  admonishing  the  listener  to  'take  time  to  smell 
the  flowers  along  the  way.'  Numismatically,  in  his  new  book, 
Adventures  With  Rare  Coins,  Q.  David  Bowers  has  put  to¬ 


Want  List  Service 

Our  Want  List  Department,  under  the 
direction  of  Liz  Arlin,  has  helped  many  of 
our  clients  track  down  elusive  date  and 
mintmark  varieties,  “type"  coins,  and  other 
desiderata. 

Interested?  Send  a  note  to  Liz  Arlin  of  our 
staff,  listing  scarce  or  rare  pieces  (say,  with 
a  value  of  several  hundred  dollars  each  or 
more)  you've  been  seeking.  When  we  ac¬ 
quire  them,  Liz  will  send  you  a  quotation. 
There's  no  obligation  to  buy;  just  the  op¬ 
portunity  to  do  so  if  you  desire. 


Bowers,  Q.  David.  THE  HISTORY  OF  UNITED 
STATES  COINAGE.  (Stock  No.  BBM-130)  $49. 

Illustrated  in  color  by  coins  from  the  fabulous  Garrett  Col¬ 
lection  catalogued  by  Q.  David  Bowers  and  sold  at  auction  for 
$25  million,  this  immense  volume  is  virtually  a  university 
course  in  American  numismatics  and  covers  in  depth  all  se¬ 
ries  from  colonials  to  regular  copper,  nickel,  silver,  and  gold 
issues,  to  territorials  and  patterns.  Indeed,  one  reader  said  that 
it  was  fully  equal  to  a  university  course  or  more— so,  put  this 
away,  this  book  may  be  worth  $10,000  or  more  to  you!  The  vol¬ 
ume  has  served  as  a  textbook  for  employees  of  several  large 
rare  coin  firms  and  has  been  selected  by  numerous  libraries 
as  a  basic  reference  on  the  subject. 

Published  for  The  Johns  Hopkins  University,  The  History  of 
United  States  Coinage  is  the  first  book  ever  to  win  the  two 
highest  numismatic  literary  awards  in  the  same  year:  The  Robert 
Friedberg  Award  given  by  the  Professional  Numismatists  Guild 
and  the  Book  of  the  Year  Award  given  by  the  Numismatic 
Literary  Guild!  And,  this  book,  which  appeared  in  1979,  earn¬ 
ed  these  awards  back  when  the  Numismatic  Literary  Guild  gave 
just  one  book  award  each  year  (now  they  give  several— one  each 
for  various  categories). 

Over  12,000  copies  have  been  sold  of  this  deluxe  hardbound 
work.  Here  is  a  book  which  will  be  the  cornerstone,  the  foun¬ 
dation  to  your  reference  library  on  the  subject  of  United  States 
coins.  If  you  are  like  many  users,  you  will  refer  to  it  again,  and 
again — and  again.  572  pages,  color-illustrated,  deluxe 
hardbound. 


Beautiful  Numismatic  Posters! 

VIRGIL  BRAND  POSTER.  (Stock  No. 
BBM-131)  $10.00. 

This  large  and  colorful  poster  is  printed  on  museum-quality 
stock  and  features  gems  from  the  Virgil  Brand  coin  collection 
sold  by  Bowers  and  Merena  in  1983  and  1984.  Ideal  for  fram¬ 
ing  or  display!  Measures  21  inches  wide  x  32  inches  high.  Dress 
up  your  den  or  office  with  this  one! 

NORWEB  COLLECTION  POSTER.  (Stock 
No.  BBM-132)  $10.00. 

This  large  and  colorful  poster  is  printed  on  museum-quality 
stock  and  is  the  same  size  as  the  Virgil  Brand  poster  just  de¬ 
scribed.  Featured  are  gems  from  the  fabulous  Norweb  Collec¬ 
tion  of  United  States  coins  auctioned  by  Bowers  and  Merena 
in  1987  and  1988.  Ideal  for  framing  or  display! 

KING  OF  SIAM  1804  SILVER  DOLLAR 
POSTER.  (Stock  No.  BBM-133)  $10.00. 

Featured  on  this  poster  is  the  Gem  Proof  1804  silver  dollar 
once  owned  by  the  King  of  Siam,  the  finest  known  specimen 
of  what  has  been  called  the  "King  of  American  Coins'— as 
featured  in  the  Bowers  and  Merena  King  of  Siam  Sale  in  Oc¬ 
tober  1987.  It  measures  21  inches  wide  by  32  inches  high  and 
is  an  ideal  companion  to  the  posters  just  listed.  Absolutely 
gorgeous! 


Likes  the  Book 

The  following  is  from  C.C.R.: 

“This  is  a  note  to  let  you  know  how  much  I  en¬ 
joy  my  copy  of  The  Numismatist's  Bedside  Com¬ 
panion.  Also,  it  has  been  a  great  pleasure  to  be  a 
participant  in  your  Collection  Portfolio  Program 
The  book  was  excellent  reading.  Thank  you  again 
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New  Release  Poster 

1793  CHAIN  AMERI.  CENT  POSTER!  (Stock 
No.  BBM-134)  $10.00. 

The  latest  edition  of  the  Bovvers  and  Merena  series  of 
museum-quality  full-color  art  posters  depicts  the  superb  Un¬ 
circulated  Chain  AMERI  purchased  by  Bovvers  and  Merena 
Galleries,  earlier  sold  by  Stack's  as  part  of  the  Herman  Halperin 
Collection  Both  the  obverse  and  reverse  are  shown  in  detail¬ 
ed,  enlarged  color  photographs.  Just  1,000  posters  have  been 
printed  Each  measures  21"  wide  by  32"  high,  is  on  special 
stock,  and  will  be  a  superb  display  item  for  your  home  or  office. 


Bowers,  Q.  David.  UNITED  STATES  GOLD  COINS: 
AN  ILLUSTRATED  HISTORY.  (Stock  No. 
BBM-135)  $47.00 

This  is  illustrated  by  pieces  from  the  fabulous  Louis  Eliasberg 
Collection  of  United  States  gold  coins,  which  the  author 
catalogued  and  sold  at  auction  for  $12.4  million.  Written  in  a 
highly  readable,  informative,  and  fascinating  style,  the  volume 
discusses  all  you  want  to  know  about  American  gold  coins— 
and  then  some.  How  they  were  minted,  why  certain  issues  are 
rare,  how,  why,  and  by  whom  they  have  been  collected  over 
the  years,  stories  of  rarities,  and  so  on — you'll  find  this  and  much 
more.  Whether  you  have  but  a  single  gold  coin  or  whether  you 
have  an  advanced  collection,  here  is  a  must  book!  And,  again, 
here  is  a  book  that  you  will  refer  to  many  times  over.  "It  is  a 
book  about  gold  that  is  literally  worth  its  weight  in  gold,"  said 
the  editor  of  Coin  World. 


Bowers,  Q.  David.  VIRGIL  BRAND:  THE  MAN 
AND  HIS  ERA,  PROFILE  OF  A  NUMISMATIST. 
(Stock  No.  BBM-140)  $29.00 

Here  is  a  book  you  can  read  like  a  novel— but  every  word 
is  true!  The  24B-page  illustrated,  deluxe  hardbound  volume 
details  the  fascinating  and  almost  unbelievable  life  of  Virgil 
Brand  11862-1926)  and  how  he  became  known  as  "the  world's 
greatest  coin  collector,"  owning  over  350,000  coins,  including 
duplicates  of  rarities,  by  the  time  he  died. 

The  story  of  Virgil  Brand  encompasses  Thomas  Elder,  Henry 
Chapman.  8  Max  Mebl,  the  American  Numismatic  Society, 
’he  Amenr  an  Numismatic  Association,  and  hundreds  of  other 
’.dividual;,  institution.,  and  publications  of  the  !9fh  and  ear¬ 
ly  20fh  centuries  The  book  is  literally  a  "numismatic  tour" 
of  rhe  past1  And,  the  volume  is  one  of  those  numismatic 


rarities — a  book  which  at  once  is  packed  with  valuable  infor¬ 
mation  for  the  collector  and  investor  and  at  the  same  time  is 
truly  delightful  reading. 

This  book  is  the  second  ever  to  win  the  two  highest  awards 
in  the  field:  The  Robert  Friedberg  Award  given  by  the  Profes¬ 
sional  Numismatists  Guild  and  the  Book  of  the  Year  Award  given 
by  the  Numismatic  Literary  Guild.  Enthusiastically  acclaimed 
and  reviewed  with  praise  by  all  leading  numismatic  publica¬ 
tions.  Read  it  for  yourself  and  what  others  have  enjoyed  you 
will  enjoy  as  well.  As  with  all  the  books  in  this  listing,  it  comes 
with  a  30-day  money-back  guarantee  of  satisfaction! 


Award-Winning! 


Hodder,  Michael  and  Q.  David  Bowers.  THE 
NORWEB  COLLECTION:  AN  AMERICAN 
LEGACY.  (Stock  No.  BBM-145)  $29.00 

This  great  book  has  been  enthusiastically  reviewed  by  vir¬ 
tually  every  numismatic  periodical.  In  1988,  the  Numismatic 
Literary  Guild  gave  it  an  award  as  "The  Best  Book  on  U.S. 
Coins"!  Representing  a  simply  fantastic  amount  of  research  and 
work  by  the  authors  (at  one  time  five  different  researchers  were 
busy  working  for  us  in  five  different  states  around  the  country, 
plus  our  own  work  here  at  the  office!),  this  reference  tells  the 
fascinating  story  of  the  Norweb  Collection,  and  how  it  was  form¬ 
ed  over  a  period  of  several  generations,  beginning  with  Liber¬ 
ty  Holden  in  the  19th  century,  continuing  to  Albert  Holden, 
Ambassador  and  Mrs.  R.  Henry  Norweb,  down  to  R.  Henry 
Norweb,  Jr.,  in  our  own  time.  The  Norweb  Collection  is  one 
of  those  "grand  old  collections"  in  the  style  of  the  Garrett  Col¬ 
lection  we  sold  a  few  years  back.  More  than  half  of  the  Norweb 
Collection  coins  were  acquired  prior  to  1913  and  had  been  off 
the  market  to  the  present  generation  of  numismatists  until  sold 
by  Auctions  by  Bowers  and  Merena,  Inc.  in  1987  and  1988. 

Among  the  many  illustrations  in  this  book  are  dozens  of  full- 
page  plates  of  prize  American  coins,  ranging  from  colonial 
issues  through  copper,  nickel,  silver,  and  gold.  All  in  all,  the 
volume  adds  up  to  some  really  fascinating  numismatic 
reading — not  only  the  story  of  the  coins  themselves,  but  the 
personalities  who  acquired  them.  288  pages,  large  SV2  x  11  for¬ 
mat,  deluxe  hardbound  with  gold-stamped  cover. 


Bowers,  Q.  David.  AN  INSIDE  VIEW  OF  THE 
COIN  HOBBY  IN  THE  1930s:  THE  WALTER  P. 
NICHOLS  FILE.  (Stock  No.  BBM-155)  $14.95 

This  144-page  softbound  volume,  edited  by  Q.  David  Bowers, 
contains  fascinating  correspondence  from  the  private  files  of 


Walter  P.  Nichols,  a  former  member  of  the  American  Numis¬ 
matic  Association  board  of  governors  and  the  distributor  of  the 
York  County  (Maine)  commemorative  half  dollar  Nichols,  a 
coin  dealer  during  the  1930s,  kept  correspondence  with  Mehl, 
Chapman,  Bolender,  Shultz,  Stack,  Kosoff,  Boyd,  and  other  per¬ 
sonalities  of  his  day  Now,  published  letters  from  this  secret  file 
reveal  a  wealth  of  fascinating  information  about  how  the  coin 
hobby  and  business  was  conducted  during  these  formative 
years.  Scandals  and  controversies,  hopes  and  dreams,  successes 
and  failures  all  come  to  life  in  fascinating  detail 
The  reader  will  go  "behind  the  scenes"  and  learn  of  the  scan¬ 
dals  and  lawsuits  that  arose  from  the  distribution  of  the  1936 
Rhode  Island  half  dollars,  what  L.W.  Hoffecker  (who  at  that  time 
was  president  of  the  American  Numismatic  Association  and 
who  was  a  distributor  of  several  commemorative  issues)  thought 
of  others  in  the  hobby,  what  leading  currency  expert  Albert  A. 
Grinnell  had  to  say  about  "washing"  currency,  about  other  col¬ 
lectors  and  dealers,  and  the  hobby  in  general.  ■ 
Correspondence  with  the  Treasury  Department  reveals,  for 
example,  that  Uncirculated  fractional  currency  notes  could  be 
obtained  at  face  value  as  late  as  1931— a  fact  which  will  startle 
present-day  researchers  who  scarcely  dreamed  of  such  a  thing! 
The  Depression  of  the  1930s  and  its  effect  upon  banks,  the  coin 
market,  and  the  like  are  covered,  as  are  other  topics  from  scarce 
Lincoln  cents  to  $4  Stellas  and  Panama-Pacific  sets.  Too  often, 
historical  accounts  of  the  coin  hobby  are  devoid  of  personal 
aspects.  Not  so  with  the  present  volume,  which  at  some  point 
is  so  personal  as  to  almost  be  embarrassing!  All  of  this  adds 
up  to  some  mighty  fine  reading! 


Bowers,  Q.  David.  THE  COMPLEAT  COLLECTOR. 
(Stock  No.  BBM-158)  $4.95 

This  40-page  monograph  contains  some  views,  often  tongue- 
in-cheek,  by  Dave  Bowers  on  the  subject  of  coin  collecting— 
and  what  makes  a  collector  compleat  (or  complete),  illustrated 
with  whimsical  drawings  by  Elli  Ford.  The  monograph  does 
not  pretend  to  be  a  serious  work,  but,  rather,  is  an  irreverent 
observation  of  some  aspects  of  what  many  of  us— including  the 
author — consider  to  be  the  world's  greatest  hobby.  A  fun  reading 
experience! 


Bowers,  Q.  David.  ABE  KOSOFF:  DEAN  OF 
NUMISMATICS.  (Stock  No.  BBM-164)  $19.95 

A  best  seller,  this  351-page  illustrated  softbound  book  traces 
the  fascinating  biography  of  one  of  Amenr  a  s  most  successful 
rare  coin  dealers.  Starting  in  a  modest  way  in  1929,  Abe  Kosoff 
went  on  to  become  one  of  the  most  important  dealers  our  hot> 
by  has  ever  seen  Along  the  way  he  handled  many  important 
collections,  was  co-owner  of  the  Numismatic  Gallery  (with 
Abner  Kreisberg),  and  achieved  publicity  by  buying  and 
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selling  such  items  as  the  1913  Liberty  Head  nickel,  the  1804 
silver  dollar,  and  the  1822  half  eagle.  He  was  founder  of  the 
Professional  Numismatists  Guild  and  served  as  its  first  presi¬ 
dent.  Among  the  countless  honors  he  received  was  the  Farran 
Zerbe  Award,  the  highest  recognition  given  by  the  American 
Numismatic  Association.  Whether  you  are  collector,  dealer,  or 
investor,  here  is  the  success  story  second  to  none.  Fascinating 
reading— and  an  inspiration  to  anyone  aspiring  to  be  a  success 
in  the  hobby.  Enthusiastically  acclaimed  by  reviewers! 


SPECIALIZED  LIBRARY  DEAL! 

Save  Nearly  $50! 

Specialized  Library  Deal  (Stock  No.  BBM-171) 
$125.00 

For  the  advanced  collector,  or  for  the  beginning  collector  who 
values  education  and  wants  to  build  a  nice  library  at  a 
reasonable  cost,  the  Specialized  Library  Deal  will  save  you  near¬ 
ly  $75  on  books  by  Q.  David  Bowers  which,  if  purchased 
separately,  would  cost  $199.75!  Your  net  cost  for  the  package 
is  only  $125.  The  package  includes  the  following:  High  Profits 
From  Rare  Coin  Investment  (Stock  No.  BBM-101)  list  price 
$14.95;  Adventures  With  Rare  Coins  (Stock  No.  BBM-125) 
$24.95;  The  History  of  United  States  Coinage  (Stock  No. 
BBM-130)  $49;  United  States  G old  Coins:  An  Illustrated  History 
(Stock  No.  BBM-135)  $47;  Virgil  Brand:  The  Man  and  His  Era, 
Profile  of  a  Numismatist  (Stock  No.  8BM-140)  $29;  An  Inside 
View  of  the  Coin  Hobby  in  the  1930s:  The  Walter  P.  Nichols 
File  (Stock  No.  BBM-155)  $14.95;  The  Compleat  Collector  (Stock 
No.  BBM-158)  $4.95;  and  Abe  Kosoff:  Dean  of  Numismatics 
(Stock  No.  B8M-164)  $19.95.  Here  is  a  great  start  on  a  specialized 
library.  Each  book  is  a  best  seller  and  each  is  guaranteed  to 
please.  If  you  find  you  already  have  a  title  or  two,  our  net  price 
is  sufficiently  attractive  that  you  can  give  the  extra  copies  to 
your  coin  club  or  local  library  and  still  save  money!  Request 
"Specialized  Library  Deal"  (Stock  No.  BBM-171)  for  just  $125 
when  you  order.  This  offer  cannot  be  combined  with  any  oth¬ 
er  discount  offer.  . 


ONE  OF  OUR  BEST  SELLERS 


NUMISMATIST'S  BEDSIDE 


COMPANION 
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Bowers,  Q.  David.  THE  NUMISMATIST'S 
BEDSIDE  COMPANION.  (Stock  No.  BBM-200) 
$9.95 

This  dandy  book  will  furnish  two  or  three  evenings  of  en¬ 
joyable  reading  about  coins,  coin  collecting,  unusual  aspects 
of  the  hobby,  investment — you  name  it,  and  your  favorite  topic 
is  probably  included  among  the  29  chapters!  The  volume,  with 
a  colorful  cover,  is  an  anthology  of  some  of  the  best  articles 
from  past  issues  of  the  Rare  Coin  Review,  by  such  authors  as 
our  own  Q.  David  Bowers  as  well  as  Dennis  Loring,  Frank  M. 
Todd,  George  Dow,  Walter  Breen,  Bruce  Lorich,  James  F.  Rud¬ 
dy,  David  L.  Ganz,  and  even  an  article  written  in  the  last  cen¬ 
tury  by  Mark  Twain.  Those  who  have  seen  this  newly  released 
book  have  been  delighted  with  it,  and  we  guarantee  you  will 
be  also!  And,  don't  forget  that  this  is  one  of  those  "special" 
coin  books  that  would  make  a  delightful  gift  for  a  business 
associate  or  valued  friend.  224  pages,  softbound,  with  color 
cover. 


BOOKS  ARE 
THE  KEY  TO  SUCCESS 


HOT  OFF  THE  PRESS! 


NUMISMATIST’S  FIRESIDE  7 


Bowers,  Q.  David.  THE  NUMISMATIST'S 
FIRESIDE  COMPANION.  (Stock  No.  BBM-201) 
$9.95 

A  nifty  new  book,  224-pages  in  length  and  packed  with  all 
sorts  of  interesting  stories.  Within  its  covers  can  be  found  a 
veritable  banquet  of  numismatic  tales  by  a  variety  of  well  known 
authors,  including  Q.  David  Bowers,  Douglas  McDonald,  John 
J.  Ford,  Jr.,  Don  Alper„  Cal  Wilson,  Bruce  Lorich,  Codman 
Hislop,  Paul  M.  Green,  Harvey  Roehl,  Tom  Becker,  and  Hans 
Schulman.  Louis  Eliasberg,  who  accomplished  the  feat  that  no 
one  has  ever  done  before  or  since — the  assembling  of  a  com¬ 
plete  collection  of  United  States  coins  by  date  and  mint— is 
represented  by  the  story  he  told  of  his  collecting  experiences 
over  the  years.  All  in  all,  this  anthology  comprises  26  articles 
on  just  about  every  numismatic  subject  imaginable,  including 
history,  collecting,  investment,  rarities— you  name  it! 


United  States  Copper  Coins 

An  Action  Guide  for  the 
Collector  and  Investor 


Q.  David  Bowers 


Bowers,  Q.  David.  UNITED  STATES  COPPER 
COINS:  AN  ACTION  GUIDE  FOR  THE  COL¬ 
LECTOR  AND  INVESTOR.  (Stock  No. 
BBM-302)  $9.95 

This  book  draws  upon  Dave  Bowers'  extensive  experience 
spanning  many  years— since  1953  in  fact.  Half  cents,  large  cents, 
Flying  Eagle  cents,  Indian  cents,  Lincoln  cents,  two-cent  pieces 
are  discussed  in  detail.  All  major  types  are  illustrated,  as  are 
numerous  varieties.  Why  is  it  rare?  Why  is  it  priced  as  such? 
Which  issues  are  sleepers?  How  have  such  pieces  been  col¬ 
lected  over  the  years?  These  and  many  other  tips  of  value  to 
the  specialist  and  type  collector  are  presented  in  this  reference 
book.  Like  Dave's  other  books,  this  one  is  fascinating  reading. 
We  know  you'll  be  delighted  with  it!  176  pages,  softbound,  with 
many  illustrations.  Now  in  its  second  big  printing! 


Satisfaction  Guaranteed! 

Each  book  in  this  Rare  Coin  Review 
comes  with  a  30-day  money-back  guaran¬ 
tee  of  satisfaction.  We  know  you'll  be 
delighted  with  our  quality  and  service! 


United  States 
Three-Cent  and  Five-Cent 
Pieces 

An  Action  Goidt  for  the 
Collector  and  Investor 


Bowers,  Q.  David.  UNITED  STATES  THREE-CENT 
AND  FIVE-CENT  PIECES:  AN  ACTION  GUIDE 
FOR  THE  COLLECTOR  AND  INVESTOR. 
(Stock  No.  BBM-303)  $9.95 

This  fascinating  volume  gives  you  a  dealer's  inside  view  of 
nickel  and  silver  three-cent  pieces,  nickel  five-cent  pieces  (of 
all  types  from  Shield  through  Jefferson  issues),  and  half  dimes 
Sleepers,  the  stories  behind  scarcities  and  rarities,  the  fabulous 
1913  Liberty  Head  nickel,  the  unique  1870-S  half  dime,  which 
Jefferson  nickels  are  hard  to  find  when  fully  struck  (some  "com¬ 
mon  dates"  are  major  rarities  worth  hundreds  of  dollars  if  sharp¬ 
ly  struck!),  how  Jefferson  nickels  came  to  be,  and  other  topics 
are  recounted,  accompanied  by  many  fascinating  photographs. 
168  pages,  softbound,  with  many  illustrations.  Widely  acclaim¬ 
ed  by  the  numismatic  press.  Another  best  seller! 


United  States  Dimes, 
Quarters,  and  Half  Dollars 


An  Action  Guid«  for  the 
Collector  and  Investor 


Q.  David  Bower* 


Bowers,  Q.  David.  U.S.  DIMES,  QUARTERS  AND 
HALF  DOLLARS:  AN  ACTION  GUIDE  FOR 
THE  COLLECTOR  AND  INVESTOR.  (Stock  No. 
BBM-304)  $9.95 

The  book  takes  you  behind  the  scenes  and  give  you  a  dealer's 
view  of  sleepers  you  can  find,  things  to  watch  for  when  buy¬ 
ing  and  selling,  and  so  on— an  "inside  view"  of  these  particular 
denominations.  215  pages,  illustrated,  softbound. 


"How  Happy  I've  Been" 

The  following  is  an  unsolicited  letter  from  C.F.: 

"I'd  like  to  take  this  time  to  say  how  happy  I've 
been  dealing  with  your  firm.  Over  the  past  year  I 
have  purchased  coins  and  books  through  your  Rare 
Coin  Review,  Special  Coin  Letter,  and  Kingswood 
Collectors  Exchange  auctions.  In  every  case  your 
service  has  been  quick,  courteous,  and  thoroughly 
professional— even  in  one  case  when  I  returned  a 
coin.  I  would  like  to  say  a  special  thanks  to  Sandi 
Scott,  who  is  very  helpful  in  arranging  a  shipping 
situation  we  had  on  a  book  order. 

"For  a  large  firm  such  as  yourselves  it  is  amaz¬ 
ing  how  you  are  able  to  offer  such  good  service 
with  a  friendly,  personal  touch.  I  look  forward  to 
the  coins  I  will  receive  from  you  in  the  future." 
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U.S.  Coins  by  Design  Types.  .  .  . 

Granted  the  "Exceptional  Book  Award"  in 
1987  by  the  Numismatic  Literary  Guild 


United  States 
Coins  by  Design  Types 

An  Action  Cuide  tor  the 
Collector  and  Investor 


|  NUMISMATIC  | 

GUILD  | 
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B  award  of  extraordinary  merit 
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ATUNTA,  GEORGIA 
AUGUST  27. 1987 


This  great  book,  U.S.  Co/ns  by  Design  Types,  has  been  selling  like  the  prover¬ 
bial  hotcakes!  We  have  been  flooded  with  orders.  This  great  book,  248  pages  in 
length,  contains  hundreds  of  illustrations  and  discusses  in  detail  each  United  States 
coin  design  from  1793  right  down  to  the  present  day.  Q.  David  Bowers,  one  of 
the  hobby's  most  knowledgeable  professionals,  gives  you  valuable  information  on 
sleepers,  unrecognized  rarities,  good  buys,  plus  information  concerning  design, 
distribution,  and  other  valuable  facts;  information  not  available  in  any  other  single 
volume.  And,  best  of  all,  the  price  for  the  book  is  just  $9.95! 

What  they  are  saying  about  the  great  new  book, 

U.S.  COINS  BY  DESIGN  TYPES: 


"Whether  you  are  a  new  collector  just  starting,  or 
an  experienced  numismatist,  U.S.  Coins  by  Design 
Types  is  a  valuable,  interesting  book — a  worthwhile 
acquisition.'— COIN  WORLD  (Col.  Bill  Murray's 
column) 

"Q.  David  Bowers  has  illuminated  the  darkness  with 
his  book  on  the  subject.  Bowers  looks  at  the  system 
of  type  collecting  from  the  standpoint  of  the  investor 
considering  long-range  profit,  as  well  as  that  of  the 
collector  desiring  'Fine'  examples  for  his  own  pleasure. 
Learn  which  ones  are  the  key  coins,  and  perhaps  you 
can  make  a  small  fortune  in  the  bargain."  HAROLD 
FLARTEY— award-winning  columnist  in  the  N  ).  DAI¬ 
LY  RECORD 

"A  valuable  new  reference  book— NEW  YORK 
TIMES,  Ed  Reiter 

"A  diverse,  sparking  volume  filled  with  a  wealth  of 
coin  knowledge.  The  facts  and  data  in  the  book  are 
some  of  the  best  and  most  concise  I've  seen  in  any 
collector's  volume.  An  excellent  addition  to  any  nu¬ 
mismatic  library,  sure  to  be  used  for  years  to  come.'— 
PETER  REXFORD,  syndicated  coin  columnist 

"With  continuing  interest  in  'type'  coins,  Q.  David 
Bowers'  latest  work  is  most  welcome.  There  is  a  clear, 
concise  history  and  other  worthwhile  information  con¬ 
cerning  each  particular  type.  Bowers  packs  a  lot  of  in¬ 
formation  in  the  book.'— CLEVELAND  PLAIN 
DEALER,  Leon  Lindheim 

Q.  David  Bowers,  a  household  name  in  United 
States  numismatics  for  over  three  decades,  has  enrich¬ 
ed  his  already  impressive  listing  of  numismatic 
writings  with  another  highly  interesting  and  very 
useful  book,  U.S  Coins  by  Design  Types.  His  book 
is  not  another  title  which  can  be  added  to  the  long 
and  often  repetitive  listing  of  recent  United  States  coin 
handbooks  With  the  mind  of  a  historian,  David 
Bowers  has  given  us  a  concise  and  handy  history  of 
our  coinage  We  have  missed  a  book  which  can 


provide  us  at  a  glance  the  monetary,  economic,  artistic, 
and  technical  background  of  every  single  coin  issue 
since  the  beginning  of  our  national  monetary  system. 
For  the  value-minded  collector  or  the  investor,  Mr. 
Bowers'  book  opens  new  vistas.  Novel  criteria  are  giv¬ 
en  which  can  guide  use  in  judging  the  desirability  of 
United  States  coins  as  collectible  items.  This  book  has 
found  its  place  of  honor  on  my  bookshelf,  and  I  am  cer¬ 
tain  it  will  become  an  indispensable  tool  to  collectors 
and  investors  alike.'— Elvira  E.  Clain-Stefanelli,  Curator 
of  Numismatics,  THE  SMITHSONIAN  INSTITUTION 

"A  welcome  addition  to  every  collector's  bookshelf. 
Next  to  mastering  the  art  of  coin  grading,  U.S.  Coins  by 
Design  Types  should  be  one  of  the  most  valuable  tools 
in  a  collector's  reference  file.'— LOS  ANGELES  TIMES, 
Don  Alpert 

"I  enjoyed  it  thoroughly.  This  book  will  reawaken  the 
magic  of  type  collecting  for  many  readers  and  it  will  in¬ 
troduce  many  others  to  a  very  challenging  and  rewar¬ 
ding  numismatic  pursuit.  Once  finished,  readers  will 
have  absorbed  a  concise  history  of  American  coinage. 
Congratulations!'— NUMISMATIC  NEWS,  David  C. 
Harper,  editor 

Bowers,  Q.  David.  U.S.  COINS  BY  DESIGN 
TYPES:  AN  ACTION  GUIDE  FOR  THE  COL¬ 
LECTOR  AND  INVESTOR.  (Stock  No. 
BBM-307)  $9.95 

How  to  form  a  type  set.  Tips  and  information  of  great  val¬ 
ue  to  every  collector.  Each  major  design  type  from  1793  to 
date  is  illustrated  and  completely  described,  including  the 
designer  of  the  piece,  the  weight,  the  metallic  composition, 
and  the  mintage.  You  will  find  information  here  not  readily 
available  in  any  other  single  printed  source.  A  companion 
to  the  preceding  volumes,  this  book  is  larger  in  size  (248 
pages)  and  is  profusely  illustrated  from  front  to  back.  A 
delightful  volume  we  know  you'll  enjoy! 

Special  Note:  We  are  nearly  sold  out  of  this  volume,  and 
a  new  edition,  with  some  minor  changes,  is  now  being 
printed.  Order  now  for  delivery  when  ready,  anticipated  to 
be  in  November. 


Bowers,  Q.  David.  COINS  AND  COLLECTORS. 
(Stock  No.  BBM-400)  $9.95 

This  dandy  book  was  first  published  in  1964  and  has  been 
reprinted  several  times  since  then,  but  not  since  the  early  1970s. 
Here  is  a  book  which  delighted  an  earlier  generation  of 
numismatists  and  which,  by  the  way,  was  the  first  book  Dave 
Bowers  ever  wrote  (now  he  has  written  over  three  dozen!).  You'll 
enjoy  reading  about  numismatic  history,  investment,  die 
varieties,  and  many  more  things.  Certainly,  this  is  one  of  the 
best-selling  numismatic  books  of  all  time. 


NOW  AVAILABLE! 


Bowers,  Q.  David.  HOW  TO  BE  A  SUC¬ 
CESSFUL  COIN  DEALER.  (Stock  No.  BBM-401) 
$14.95 

Reprinted  from  Q.  David  Bowers'  award-winning  series  in 
Coin  World,  this  great  new  book  tells  you  step-by-step  the  in¬ 
tricacies  of  professional  numismatics.  How  to  build  an  inven¬ 
tory,  how  to  win  customers  and  keep  them,  how  to  open  a  shop, 
how  to  do  business  by  mail,  how  to  take  care  of  accounting, 
how  to  make  good  buys,  how  to  sell  effectively,  how  to  adver¬ 
tise,  and  101  other  questions.  This  brand  new  second  edition 
is  vastly  expanded  over  the  first  editipn,  is  published  in  coopera¬ 
tion  with  Coin  World,  and  is  an  absolute  must  if  you  have  an 
interest  in  becoming  a  part-time  or  full-time  coin  dealer.  Or, 
even  if  you  don't  plan  to  be  a  coin  dealer,  and  if  you  are  strict¬ 
ly  a  collector  or  an  investor,  this  book  will  give  you  many 
valuable  insights  into  the  hobby— including  such  topics  as 
grading,  guarantees,  buying  and  selling  effectively,  etc.  Tens  of 
thousands  of  readers  have  enjoyed  what  Mr.  Bowers  has  to  say- 
drawn  from  his  several  decades  of  experience  as  one  of 
America's  leading  numismatic  professionals.  You'll  enjoy  the 
book,  too.  In  fact,  we  will  guarantee  it! 


Just  What  He  Expected 

The  following  is  from  D.L.I.: 

"Dear  Liz: 

"I  am  very  happy  with  the  1864-L  Indian  cent  you 
shipped  to  me  on  approval.  It  was  just  what  I  have 
been  looking  for  in  that  grade  and  quality,  and  it 
looks  great  in  my  Indian  cent  set." 
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Special  Values  on  Great  Books! 


Ruddy,  James  F.  PHOTOGRADE.  (Stock  No. 
BBM-414)  $9.95.  Hardbound  version  (Stock  No. 
BBM-415)  $16.95. 

Match  your  coin  to  the  photograph  and,  presto,  it's  graded! 
This  is  the  best-selling  grading  guide  ever  published,  with  hun¬ 
dreds  of  thousands  of  copies  in  print— far  outselling  any  other 
reference  in  the  field.  Designated  as  an  official  grading  guide 
by  the  American  Numismatic  Association  in  1972.  All  series 
are  covered  from  half  cents  through  double  eagles.  New,  enlarg¬ 
ed,  expanded  edition,  208  pages,  illustrated,  softbound.  Also 
contains  information  concerning  cleaning  coins,  preserving 
them,  how  to  recognize  Matte  Proofs,  and  other  data — much 
of  which  is  not  available  elsewhere  in  a  single  convenient  vol¬ 
ume.  Another  absolutely  essential  volume  for  every  collector. 


A  FASCINATING  BOOK! 


Bowers,  Q.  David.  THE  STRANGE  CAREER 
OF  DR.  WILKINS:  A  NUMISMATIC  INQUIRY. 

Softbound  version.  (Stock  No.  BBM-420)  $9.95. 
Deluxe  limited  edition  (just  300  copies)  hard¬ 
bound  library,  version,  signed  by  the  author. 

(Stock  No.  BBM-421)  $19.95 

Here  is  a  fascinating  book— one  which  you  will  really  enjoy 
reading!  Dave  Bowers  conducted  an  investigation  into  the  life 
of  Dr.  George  G.  Wilkins,  a  New  Englander  who  is  numisma- 
tically  remembered  for  counterstamping  coins,  but  who  is 
remembered  in  other  quarters  for  such  activities  as  passing 
counterfeit  money,  burning  down  the  barn  of  a  person  who 
crossed  him,  selling  liquor  without  a  license,  and  peddling  pat¬ 
ent  medicine.  To  say  that  Dr.  Wilkins  was  one  of  the  most 
curious  characters  in  the  footnotes  of  American  numismatics 
would  probably  be  the  understatement  of  the  year!  In  this 
96-page  softbound  book,  with  dozens  of  illustrations,  the  au¬ 
thor  tells  you  all  about  this  famous,  or  infamous,  character.  Fun 
reading  for  all  numismatists. 


A  LIBRARY  IS  A  CONSTANT 
SOURCE  OF  PLEASURE 


Confidential  Discount  Offer! 

For  any  order  of  books  totaling  up  to 
$99.99  at  our  list  prices,  from  Rare  Coin 
Review  No.  71,  take  a  confidential  10% 
discount!  For  book  orders  of  $100  or 
more,  take  a  confidential  20%  discount! 
Just  write  "10%  book  discount"  or  "20% 
book  discount"  on  your  order  blank,  as 
the  case  may  be,  so  we  will  honor  the 
offer.  If  you  telephone  your  order  and 
charge  it  to  your  credit  card,  be  sure  to 
mention  it  as  well.  This  offer  is  for  a 
limited  time  only  and  will  not  be  adver¬ 
tised  publicly! 


Bowers  and  Merena 
Auction  Catalogues 

The  following  out-of-print  auction  catalogues 

were  issued  by  Bowers  and  Ruddy  Galleries  and 

its  successor,  Auctions  by  Bowers  and  Merena,  Inc. 

Each  catalogue  includes  a  list  of  prices  realized. 

Garrett  Collection  Auction  catalogues.  (Stock  No. 
BBM-501)  $69.00 

A  complete  set  of  four  softbound  auction  catalogues 
catalogued  by  Q.  David  Bowers  during  the  1979-1981  years  for 
the  Johns  Hopkins  University.  Features  the  1804  silver  dollar, 
three  Brasher  doubloons  (one  of  which  brought  $725,000 — the 
highest  price  ever  recorded  for  any  coin  ever  sold  at  auction), 
colonial  coins,  United  States  regular  issues,  and  other  items— 
which  crossed  the  auction  block  for  $25  million,  the  most 
valuable  coin  collection  ever  to  be  sold.  A  classic  set  which 
at  the  time  caused  great  enthusiasm.  Coin  World  in  a  front¬ 
page  headline  stated:  "Simply  no  superlatives  are  adequate!" 
Set  of  four  publications,  illustrated,  softbound. 

The  U.S.  Gold  Coin  Collection  (Louis  Eliasberg  Col¬ 
lection).  (Stock  No.  BBM-509)  $45.00 

Catalogued  by  Q.  David  Bowers  and  offered  by  our 
predecessor  firm,  Bowers  and  Ruddy  Galleries  in  1982.  Large, 
color-illustrated,  softbound  catalogue  lists  each  and  every  date 
and  mintmark  of  United  States  gold  coins  from  gold  dollar  to 
double  eagles,  the  only  such  collection  ever  formed!  It  real¬ 
ized  $12.4  million,  second  only  to  our  sale  of  the  Garrett  Col¬ 
lection.  A  treasure  trove  of  information  and  a  numismatic 
landmark.  A  must  for  the  collector  of  gold  coins. 

The  New  York  Public  Library  Collection.  (Stock 
No.  BBM-510)  $20.00 

Contains  many  important  coins  as  well  as  unusual  and  rare 
tokens  and  medals— a  fabulous  offering  consigned  to  us  by  the 
New  York  Public  Library,  an  institutional  holding  of  numisma¬ 
tic  items  which  contained  numerous  superb  pieces. 

Connecticut  Historical  Society  and  M.  Vernon 
Sheldon  Collections.  (Stock  No.  BBM-515) 
$15.00 

Catalogued  by  Bowers  and  Merena  (as  are  all  catalogues  to 
follow),  in  1983.  Two  fantastic  old-time  collections  plus  other 
consignments. 

George  D.  Hatie  Collection.  (Stock  No.  BBM-518) 
$15.00 

Auction  catalogue  featuring  the  collection  of  George  Hatie, 
past  president  of  the  American  Numismatic  Association.  An¬ 
other  important  consignment.  (Sale  held  in  1983.) 

Marcus  J.  BroWh  Estate  Collection.  (Stock  No. 
BBM-521)  $15.00 

A  large  offering  of  United  States  coins  in  various  categories, 
plus  other  specialties.  Done  in  the  "Grand  Format"  style  for 
which  Bowers  and  Merena  has  become  so  famous.  (Sale  held 
in  1983.) 

Virgil  M.  Brand  Collection,  Part  I.  (Stock  No. 
BBM-525)  $20.00.  Deluxe  hardbound  edition. 
(Stock  No.  BBM-526)  $45.00 

First  part  of  the  sale  catalogue  featuring  coins  from  "the 
greatest  coin  collector  who  ever  lived."  A  fascinating  introduc¬ 
tion  combined  with  many  scarcities  and  rarities.  (Sale  held  in 
1983.)  Softbound  version. 

The  Collections  of  Arthur  Sipe  and  Everett  W. 
Ness.  (Stock  No.  BBM-531)  $15.00 


The  collection  of  Arthur  Sipe,  past  president  of  the  American 
Numismatic  Association,  and  other  important  consignments, 
including  the  Everett  W.  Ness  holdings,  are  illustrated  and  de¬ 
scribed  in  detail  in  this  important  reference.  Like  the  other  auc¬ 
tion  catalogues  here,  a  list  of  prices  realized  is  included  (Sale 
held  in  1983.) 

The  Collections  of  Rudy  Sieck  and  Roy  Harte. 
(Stock  No.  BBM-535)  $15.00 

Still  another  important  catalogue  containing  everything  from 
commemoratives  to  silver  dollars  to  copper  to  gold — and  much, 
much  more.  (Sale  held  in  1984.) 

Virgil  Brand  Collection,  Part  II.  (Stock  No. 
BBM-541)  $20.00.  Deluxe  limited  edition  hard¬ 
bound  version.  (Stock  No.  BBM-542)  $45.00 

Part  II  of  this  fabulous  collection,  includes  many  rarities,  par¬ 
ticularly  in  the  gold  series.  A  classic!  (Sale  held  in  1984.) 

The  Collections  of  Admiral  Oscar  H.  Dodson  and 
Richard  L.  Collier.  (Stock  No.  BBM-545)  $15.00 

A  wonderful  catalogue  packed  with  interesting  rarities  from 
the  collection  of  Admiral  Oscar  H.  Dodson  (past  president  of 
the  American  Numismatic  Association)  and  Dr.  Richard  L.  Col¬ 
lier,  as  well  as  other  important  consignments  including  the 
James  F.  Ruddy  collection  of  encased  postage  stamps.  (Sale  held 
in  1984.) 

The  Emery-Nichols  Collection.  (Stock  No. 
BBM-550)  $15.00 

Coins  from  the  Emery  and  Nichols  collections,  first  formed 
around  the  turn  of  the  century,  and  hidden  away  in  a  bank  vault 
for  decades.  A  spectacular  offering,  particularly  rich  in  19th- 
and  early  20th-century  coins  by  date  and  mintmark  varieties, 
plus  Proofs.  Held  in  November  1984,  this  was  one  of  the  most 
important  sales  of  the  year. 

The  Lee  F.  Hewitt  Collection.  (Stock  No.  BBM-551) 
$15.00 

Coins  from  the  collection  of  Lee  F.  Hewitt,  one  of  the  great 
figures  in  numismatics,  formerly  publisher  of  the  Numismatic 
Scrapbook  Magazine — one  of  the  most  important  periodicals 
of  decades  past.  Features  United  States  coins,  patterns,  and  pa¬ 
per  money  from  Hewitt  and  other  consignors.  (Sale  held  in 
1984.) 

The  Milton  G.  Cohen  Collection.  (Stock  No. 
BBM-553)  $15.00 

Features  United  States  and  world  coins,  patterns,  and  paper 
money  from  a  variety  of  consignors.  (Sale  held  in  1985.) 

The  Russell  B.  Patterson  Collection.  (Stock  No. 
BBM-556)  $20.00 

Sold  in  March  1985,  the  sale  contained  an  excellent  variety 
of  United  States  coins  in  all  series  from  colonials  through  20th- 
century  regular  issues,  Assay  Commission  medals,  anti-slavery 
tokens,  Bryan  money,  Lincoln  and  Washington  items,  and  ex- 
onumia.  A  simply  spectacular  catalogue!  (Sale  held  in  1985.) 

The  Hoke  S.  Greene  Collection.  (Stock  No. 
BBM-558)  $15.00 

Features  a  1796  quarter  dollar  on  the  cover,  lots  of  scarce  and 
rare  issues,  an  original  1861  Confederate  cent,  and  lots  of  oth¬ 
er  things!  (Sale  held  in  1985.) 

Rare  Coins  from  the  Abe  Kosoff  Estate.  (Stock  No. 
BBM-560)  $20.00 

A  large,  280-page  catalogue  of  United  States  coins,  tokens, 
medals,  paper  money,  foreign  coins,  and  ancient  coins  from 
the  estate  of  one  of  America's  most  respected  dealers,  Abe 
Kosoff,  who  was  founder  of  the  Professional  Numismatists 
Guild.  A  treasure  trove  of  varied  numismatic  material,  including 
rarities.  (Sale  held  in  1985.) 

Hawaiian  Consignment.  (Stock  No.  BBM-562) 

$6.00 

A  slim  catalogue  offering  137  specimens  of  the  1928  Hawai¬ 
ian  commemorative  half  dollar,  consigned  by  the  original  dis¬ 
tributor,  The  Bank  of  Hawaii.  (Sale  held  in  1986.) 

The  Ezra  Cole  Collection.  (Stock  No.  BBM-564) 
$15.00.  Deluxe  hardbound  version.  (Stock  No. 
BBM-565)  $49.00 

A  large,  296-page  catalogue  offering  United  States  coins, 
tokens,  medals,  encased  postage  stamps,  colonials,  paper  mon¬ 
ey,  foreign  coins,  and  ancient  coins.  A  great  catalogue  with 
many  rarities  and  important  pieces,  with  the  lead  consignment 
being  the  property  of  one  of  America's  best-known  stamp 
dealers,  who  collected  coins  as  a  hobby.  (Sale  held  in  1986.) 

The  Stuart  C.  Levine,  M.D.  Collection.  (Stock  No. 
BBM-569)  $15.00.  Deluxe  hardbound  version. 
(Stock  No.  BBM-570)  $49.00 

A  large,  184-page  reference  offering  a  specialized  collection 
of  United  States  half  dimes,  plus  gold  coins,  commemoratives 
silver  dollars,  colonials,  and  many  other  items  (Sale  held  in 
1986.) 
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The  Collection  ot  Julian  Leidman.  (Stock  No. 
BBM-571)  $15.00.  Deluxe  hardbound  version. 
(Stock  No.  572)  $49.00 

Containing  the  collections  of  lulian  Leidman  and  others,  and 
conducted  by  Auctions  by  Bovvers  and  Merena,  Inc.,  in  con¬ 
junction  with  Presidential  Com  and  Antique  Company,  Inc., 
the  event  featured  Hard  Times  tokens,  Civil  War  tokens,  and 
Mint  medals,  scxalled  dollars,  tokens,  and  other  Americana. 
80  pages.  (Sale  conducted  in  1986.) 

The  Collection  of  David  W.  Dreyfuss.  (Stock  No. 
BBM-573)  $20.00.  Deluxe  hardbound  version. 
(Stock  No.  BBM-574)  $49.00 

Conducted  jointly  by  Auctions  by  Bowers  and  Merer. a,  Inc. 
and  Presidential  Coin  and  Antique  Company,  Inc.,  this  If'B-page 
catalogue  offers  the  greatest  collection  ever  to  cross  the  auc¬ 
tion  block— specializing  in  presidential  inaugural  medals,  As¬ 
say  Commission  medals,  Indian  Peace  medals,  Mint  medals, 
and  other  Americana,  collected  over  a  period  of  years  by  a 
leading  connoisseur.  Includes  many  unique  pieces  and  great 
rarities.  A  classic  reference  for  many  years  to  come!  (Sale  held 
in  1986.) 

The  Harry  Einstein  Collection.  (Stock  No. 
BBM-575)  $15.00.  Deluxe  hardbound  version. 
(Stock  No.  BBM-576)  $49.00 

A  fantastic  offering  featuring  the  gold  coins  and  other  pieces 
gathered  by  Harry  Einstein,  better  known  as  radio  personality 
"Parkyakarkus."  Includes  nearly  complete  sets  of  $1  and  $3 
coins,  a  gem  1879  $4  Stella,  rare  early  gold,  commemoratives, 
silver  dollars,  etc.  Plus  additional  consignments  including  the 
famous  1804  silver  dollar,  together  with  Proof  examples  of  1802 
and  1803,  a  Gem  Proof  1895,  etc.  (Sale  held  in  1986.) 

The  Princeton  Collection  and  the  Dr.  Charles  W. 
Ingle  Collection.  (Stock  No.  BBM-577)  $15.00. 
Deluxe  hardbound  version.  (Stock  No. 
BBM-578)  $49.00 

A  varied  auction,  conducted  in  September  1986,  emphasiz¬ 
ing  United  States  coins,  including  commemoratives,  silver 
dollars,  and  early  American  coins — the  latter  including  a 
number  of  prized  colonial  rarities  and  a  specialized  listing  of 
Vermont  coppers.  The  sale  realized  over  $1.5  million.  Color 
plates. 

The  Baron  Von  Stetten-Buchenbach  and  the 
Harvey  E.  Smith  Collections.  (Stock  No. 
BBM-579)  $15.00.  Deluxe  hardbound  version. 
(Stock  No.  BBM-580)  $49.00 

A  marvelous  catalogue,  288  pages  and  over  3,000  lots,  con¬ 
taining  the  fabulous  collection  of  German  coins  formed  by  Bar¬ 
on  Von  Stetten-Buchenbach  (whose  family  castle  in  West 
Germany  appears  on  the  catalogue  cover!)  and  kept  intact  ever 
since  it  last  changed  hands  in  1921.  Also  offered  are  many  oth¬ 
er  world  coins.  The  United  States  section  is  highlighted  by  the 
Harvey  E.  Smith  Collection,  put  together  during  the  1930s  and 
early  1940s,  including  commemorative  half  dollars  ordered 
from  the  issuing  commissions,  Proof  sets,  and  many  other 
delicacies.  (Sale  held  in  1986.) 

The  Westchester  Collection.  (Stock  No.  BBM-581) 
$15.00.  Deluxe  hardbound  version.  (Stock  No. 
BBM-582)  $49.00 

A  varied  sale  consisting  primarily  of  United  States  coins 
featured  in  this  216-page,  extensively  illustrated  catalogue.  In¬ 
cluded  are  many  important  gold  issues,  Liberty  Seated  pieces, 
a  1794  silver  dollar,  and  other  desiderata  from  an  old-time  col¬ 
lection.  (Sale  held  in  January  1987.) 

The  Frederick  B.  Taylor  Collection.  Deluxe  hard¬ 
bound  version.  (Stock  No.  BBM-584)  $65.00 

For  the  student  of  early  American  coins,  particularly  the  state 
copper  coinages  of  the  1785-1788  era,  this  is  the  most  com¬ 
prehensive  collection  ever  auctioned.  The  large  catalogue,  over 
300  pages,  illustrates  hundreds  of  different  die  varieties  among 
Connecticut,  New  Jersey,  Massachusetts,  Vermont,  and  other 
coinages  and  will  forever  be  a  permanent  reference  on  the  se¬ 
ries  Also  featured  are  many  other  important  coins,  including 
early  quarter  eagles,  desirable  later  gold,  Liberty  Seated  and 
Barber  pieces,  counterstamped  United  States  coins,  Bryan  mon¬ 
ey,  the  Warren  Baker  Reference  Collection  of  Canadian 
blacksmiths'  tokens,  and  world  coins,  including  Weimar  com¬ 
memoratives.  Venetian  oselle,  etc.  (Sale  held  in  February  1987.) 


Satisfaction  Guaranteed! 

Each  coin  in  this  Rare  Coin  Review 
tomes  with  a  10-day  money  back  guarantee 
of  satisfaction.  We  know  you'll  be 
delighted  with  our  quality,  value,  and  service. 


Rage  R0-  Rare  Coin  Review  No.  7  / 


'  AUCTION  CATALOGUE  OFFER  71" 

Here  is  a  special  offer  which  may  be  one-of- 
a-kind.  Space  is  tight  in  our  book  warehouse, 
as  we  acquire  and  publish  new  titles,  and  as  our 
sales  volume  increases  (our  book  sales  this  year 
are  sharply  up  from  our  sales  last  year).  To 
"move  out"  some  titles  from  the  past,  and  at 
the  same  time  to  provide  you  with  some  really 
worthwhile  books,  here  is  a  special  offer  on  past 
catalogues  issued  by  Auctions  by  Bowers  and 
Merena,  Inc.  I'll  call  it  the  "Auction  Catalogue 
Offer  71,"  the  "71"  referring  to  this  issue  of  the 
Rare  Coin  Review.  As  you  probably  know,  our 
past  auction  catalogues,  each  with  a  list  of  prices 
realized,  have  become  collector's  items  in  their 
own  right,  and  many  sellers  of  out-of-print  books 
have  reported  that  our  past  catalogues  are  the 
"hottest"  things  in  their  sales.  For  $165  net- 
no  further  discount — I  will  send  you  the  follow¬ 
ing  items:  over  $340  worth  of  our  past  auction 
catalogues,  titles  of  our  choice,  softbound  ver¬ 
sions,  as  figured  by  the  prices  listed  later  in  this 
section.  PLUS  I  am  going  to  send  you  three 
books  about  great  collectors  in  the  past,  and  the 
fabulous  coins  they  handled:  Virgil  Brand:  The 
Man  and  His  Era  (our  Stock  No.  BBM-140, 
regularly  $29),  An  Inside  View  of  the  Coin  Hob¬ 
by  in  the  1930s:  The  Walter  P.  Nichols  File  (our 
Stock  No.  BBM-155,  regularly  $14.95)  and  Abe 
Kosoff:  Dean  of  Numismatics  (our  Stock  No. 
BBM-164)  $19.95.  Tell  you  what,  I  will  put  in 
enough  extra  Bowers  and  Merena  auction 
catalogues  that  the  total  value  of  this  package 
will  be  over  $410!  There  is  a  catch:  no  orders 
will  be  accepted  from  dealers  for  resale,  and 
only  one  "Auction  Catalogue  Offer  71"  will  be 
accepted  from  an  given  private  client.  Further, 
our  supply  of  past  auction  catalogues  is  limited, 
so  this  offer  is  subject  to  cancellation  if  we  run 
out!  So,  when  you  telephone  your  book  order 
or  send  it  by  mail,  just  write  "Auction  Catalogue 
Offer  71"  for  one  of  the  greatest  buys  we  have 
ever  offered — a  fantastic  treasure  trove  of 
fascinating,  valuable  catalogues  from  the  past- 
each  with  a  list  of  prices  realized — an  incom¬ 
parable  guide  to  market  values! 


Fewer  than  50  Left! 

LIMITED  EDITION  PHOTO  PLATES 
The  Taylor  Collection 

Limited  Edition  Photographic  Plates,  State  Copper  Coin¬ 
age  1785-1788,  from  The  Taylor  Collection.  Deluxe  hardbound. 
(Stock  No.  BBM-584A)  $200.00 

Consists  of  23  photographic  (not  printed,  but  individually 
reproduced  from  photographic  negatives)  plates,  with  nearly 
50  images  per  plate,  of  the  Vermont,  Connecticut,  New  Jersey, 
and  Massachusetts  copper  coins,  circa  1785-1788,  in  this  fabu¬ 
lous  collection.  Each  copy  is  handsigned  by  the  cataloguers, 
Q.  David  Bowers  and  Michael  J.  Hodder,  and  by  the 
photographer,  Cathy  Dumont,  Only  182  copies  were  made,  and 
only  a  few  dozen  remain!  A  classic! 


THE  FIRST  NATIONAL  BANK  OF  DENVER  COL¬ 
LECTION  (Stock  No.  BBM-585)  $15.00.  Deluxe 
hardbound  version.  (Stock  No.  BBM-586) 
$49.00 

An  interesting  sale  comprised  of  selections  from  the  reference 
collection  of  the  First  National  Bank  of  Denver,  Colorado,  and 
other  properties,  containing  a  wide  variety  of  United  States 
issues,  with  some  early  American  pieces,  currency,  and  Amer¬ 
icana  as  well.  (Sale  held  in  June  1987.) 


THE  BEBEE  COLLECTION— 1987  ANA  CONVEN¬ 
TION  SALE,  deluxe  hardbound  version.  (Stock 
No.  BBM-588)  $65.00 

A  320-page  "Grand  Format"  catalogue  offering  the  reference 
collection  of  Aubrey  and  Adeline  Bebee,  long-time  professional 
numismatists.  Includes  1794  silver  dollars  (plural),  Gem  Proof 
$4  Stellas,  Panama-Pacific  coins,  and  other  United  States  coins 
from  half  cents  to  the  1877  $50  pattern,  and  just  about 
everything  in  between!  In  addition,  there  is  a  beautiful  selec¬ 
tion  of  United  States  currency,  important  ancient  coins,  and 
a  large  offering  of  coins  of  the  world,  with  emphasis  on  Euro¬ 
pean  multiple  talers,  German  commemoratives,  and  related 
issues.  (Sale  held  in  August  1987.) 

THE  NORWEB  COLLECTION,  PART  I.  (Stock  No. 
BBM-589)  $25.00.  Deluxe  hardbound  version. 
(Stock  No.  BBM-590)  $65.00 

This  fabulous  catalogue,  over  400  pages  in  length  and  il¬ 
lustrated  with  hundreds  of  photographs,  describes  Part  I  of  the 
fabulous  Norweb  Collection  sold  by  Auctions  by  Bowers  and 
Merena,  Inc.,  in  October  1987.  This  book,  a  treasure  trove  of 
numismatic  information,  is  one  of  the  largest,  best  researched, 
and  most  rarity-laden  catalogues  ever  issued.  An  American 
classic! 

THE  KING  OF  SIAM  SALE.  (Stock  No.  BBM-591) 
$15.00.  Deluxe  hardbound  version.  (Stock  No. 
592)  $49.00 

This  is  a  rather  slim  catalogue,  comprising  just  a  few  hun¬ 
dred  lots,  but  what  lots  they  are!  Highlighting  the  sale  is  the 
1834  Proof  set  presented  by  the  United  States  government  to 
the  King  of  Siam,  and  containing  a  Gem  Proof  1804-dated  sil¬ 
ver  dollar,  the  finest  known  specimen  of  "The  King  of  American 
Coins."  In  addition,  there  is  a  complete  collection  of  United 
States  double  eagles  from  1850  through  1932  inclusive,  with 
a  solitary  exception  of  the  1861  Philadelphia  Mint  Paquet  issue 
(no  example  of  which  has  ever  been  auctioned).  Thus,  no  more 
complete  collection  of  double  eagles  has  ever  been  sold  than 
this.  Plus,  there  is  a  set  of  Proof  silver  dollars  from  1858  through 
1921.  Another  classic  catalogue.  (Sale  held  in  October  1987) 

THE  EBENEZER  MILTON  SAUNDERS  COLLEC¬ 
TION.  (Stock  No.  BBM-593)  $15.00.  Deluxe 
hardbound  version.  (Stock  No.  594)  $49.00 

An  interesting  catalogue  offering  many  desirable  United  States 
coins  from  colonials  through  gold,  including  commemoratives, 
silver  dollars,  and  the  like,  as  well  as  a  1915-S  cased  Panama- 
Pacific  set  with  many  original  letters  and  papers;  also  gold  coins 
of  the  world.  (Sale  held  in  November  1987) 

THE  LLOYD  M.  HIGGINS,  M.D.  COLLECTION. 
(Stock  No.  BBM-595)  $15.00.  Deluxe  hard¬ 
bound  version.  (Stock  No.  BBM-596)  $49.00 

A  fascinating  catalogue  with  important  large  cents,  Proof 
1864-L  Indian  of  a  new  die  variety,  19th-  and  20th-century  U.S. 
issues,  Gem  Proof  1879  $4,  early  gold,  MCMVII  $20,  rare  U.S. 
patterns,  commemoratives,  Washington  pieces,  tokens,  curren¬ 
cy.  (Sale  held  in  January  1988) 

THE  GUIA  COLLECTION  (Stock  No.  BBM-597) 
$25.00.  Deluxe  hardbound  version.  (Stock  No. 
BBM-598)  $65.00 

A  fabulous  catalogue  describing  what  is  believed  to  be  the 
most  valuable  collection  of  world  gold  coins  ever  to  cross  the 
auction  block,  with  particular  emphasis  on  coins  of  Europe, 
Spanish  America,  and  other  important  issuers.  The  catalogue 
is  spangled  with  numerous  great  rarities,  many  of  which  are 
unique  or  are  one  of  just  several  known.  A  classic  catalogue 
which  will  forever  stand  as  an  important  reference  in  the  se¬ 
ries.  (Sale  held  in  March  1988) 

THE  NORWEB  COLLECTION,  PART  II.  (Stock  No. 
BBM-599)  $25.00.  Deluxe  hardbound  version. 
(Stock  No.  600)  $65.00 

A  fabulous  catalogue,  companion  to  Part  I  of  the  same 
cabinet.  296  pages  in  length,  and  illustrated  with  magnificent 
photographs  and  detailed  descriptions.  Included  are  many  dif¬ 
ferent  United  States  coin  denominations,  various  silver  and  gold 
issues  as  well  as  coins  of  colonial  America.  An  American  classic! 
(Sale  held  in  March  1988) 

THE  EVERSON  AND  FAUGHT  COLLECTIONS. 
(Stock  No.  BBM-601)  $15.00.  Deluxe  hard¬ 
bound  version.  (Stock  No.  BBM-602)  $49.00 

This  sale,  held  in  June  1988,  offered  a  wide  variety  of  United 
States  coins,  including  Liberty  Seated  issues,  patterns,  Proofs, 
etc.;  a  1795  Washington  Indian  peace  medal;  a  unique  $4771 
Kohler  ingot;  high-grade  large  cents;  many  early  Bust  dollars, 
commemoratives,  United  States  paper  money  (including 
rarities),  etc.  A  large  and  comprehensive  sale 

THE  ESTATES  OF  PHILIP  M.  MANN,  |R.  &  GLENN 
B.  SMEDLEY.  (Stock  No.  BBM-603)  $15.00.  De¬ 
luxe  hardbound  version.  (Stock  No.  BBM-604) 
$49.00 


Special  Values  on  Great  Books! 


This  September  1988  sale  offered  two  extremely  important 
estate  collections  comprising  rare  U.S.  pattern  coins,  a 
memorable  offering  of  commemoratives,  important  gold  coins, 
and  many  other  numismatic  specialties.  A  large  and  com¬ 
prehensive  sale. 

THE  NORWEB  COLLECTION,  PART  III.  (Stock  No. 
BBM-605)  $25.00.  Deluxe  hardbound  version. 
(Stock  No.  BBM-606)  $65.00 

Another  fabulous  Norweb  Collection  sale  catalogue,  a  com¬ 
panion  to  the  first  two  parts  of  the  same  cabinet.  Offered  are 
important  colonial  issues,  U.S.  half  dollars,  silver  dollars,  $20 
pieces,  and  commemoratives.  An  American  classic.  (Sale  held 
in  November  1988) 

THE  DAVID  SILBERMAN  COLLECTION.  (Stock 
No.  BBM-607)  $15.00.  Deluxe  hardbound  ver¬ 
sion  (Stock  No.  BBM-608)  $49.00 

The  David  Silberman  Collection  and  other  important  pro¬ 
perties  consisted  of  an  extremely  important  offering  of  19th- 
century  U.S.  Proof  coins,  20th-century  Proof  coins  and  sets,  rare 
gold  issues,  colonials,  large  cents,  and  other  numismatic 
desiderata.  (Sale  held  in  November  1988) 


SUBSCRIBE  TO  OUR 
HARDBOUND  EDITIONS! 

—Jump  on  the  bandwagon!— 

Would  you  like  to  subscribe  to  the  hardbound 
versions  of  our  auction  catalogues  as  they  are 
released?  Purchased  separately,  they  cost  at  least 
$49  each  (sometimes  more:  for  example,  the 
Frederick  B.  Taylor  Collection  costs  $65),  sub¬ 
ject  to  available 'supplies.  However,  on  a 
subscription  basis,  our  current  rate  is  just  $40 
each.  We'll  send  each  issue  to  you  as  it  is 
published,  together  with  an  invoice  on  open  ac¬ 
count.  (The  $40  price  is  subject  to  change  in 
the  future  if  costs  increase,  but  we  will  endeavor 
to  hold  it  as  long  as  possible.)  You  are  under 
no  obligation— any  time  you  wish  to  cancel  your 
"subscription"  just  let  us  know,  and  we  will  not 
send  the  following  catalogue. 

Over  the  years,  many  numismatists  have  col¬ 
lected  bound  copies  of  our  various  auction 
catalogues,  and  many  of  the  older  ones  have 
brought  substantial  premiums  on  the  numisma¬ 
tic  market.  By  signing  up  for  a  "subscription  — 
actually,  you  send  no  money,  all  you  do  is 
authorize  us  to  send  them  to  you  with  a  bill — 
you  are  assured  of  getting  the  deluxe  copies  as 
they  are  produced.  Currently,  about  125  to  200 
copies  of  each  are  made— so  each  is  an  impor¬ 
tant  collectors'  item  in  its  own  right.  If  demand 
increases,  we'll  create  more  of  later  catalogues, 
but  in  any  event  they  will  always  be  limited 
editions. 

To  receive  these  catalogues  automatically, 
simply  mark  "send  hardbound  auction  subscrip¬ 
tion  on  open  account"  on  your  invoice,  and  our 
Publications  Department  will  take  it  from  there! 
And,  don't  forget  to  check  the  listing  in  this  pres¬ 
ent  catalogue  of  back  issues  so  you  can  "catch 
up"  by  adding  certain  catalogues  still  available. 

The  following  back  issues  are  available: 
VIRGIL  M.  BRAND  COLLECTION,  PART  I,  de¬ 
luxe  hardbound  edition.  (Stock  No. 
BBM-526)  $45.00 

VIRGIL  BRAND  COLLECTION,  PART  II,  de¬ 
luxe  limited  edition  hardbound  version. 
(Stock  No.  BBM-542)  $45.00 
EZRA  COLE  COLLECTION,  deluxe  hardbound 
version.  (Stock  No.  BBM-565)  $49.00 
THE  STUART  C.  LEVINE,  M.D.  COLLECTION. 
Deluxe  hardbound  version.  (Stock  No. 
BBM-570)  $49.00 


THE  COLLECTION  OF  JULIAN  LEIDMAN,  de¬ 
luxe  hardbound  version.  (Stock  No. 
BBM-572)  $49.00 

THE  COLLECTION  OF  DAVID  W.  DREYFUSS, 

deluxe  hardbound  version.  (Stock  No. 
BBM-574)  $49.00 

THE  HARRY  EINSTEIN  COLLECTION,  deluxe 
hardbound  version.  (Stock  No.  BBM-576) 
$49.00 

THE  PRINCETON  COLLECTION  AND  THE 
DR.  CHARLES  W.  INGLE  COLLECTION, 

deluxe  hardbound  version.  (Stock  No. 
BBM-578)  $49.00 

THE  BARON  VON  STETTEN-BUCHENBACH 
AND  THE  HARVEY  E.  SMITH  COLLEC¬ 
TIONS,  deluxe  hardbound  version.  (Stock 
No.  BBM-580)  $49.00 

THE  WESTCHESTER  COLLECTION,  deluxe 
hardbound  version.  (Stock  No.  BBM-582) 
$49.00 

THE  FREDERICK  B.  TAYLOR  COLLECTION,  de¬ 
luxe  hardbound  version.  (Stock  No. 
BBM-584)  $65.00 

LIMITED  EDITION  PHOTO  PLATES  from  the 
Frederick  B.  Taylor  Collection,  deluxe  hard¬ 
bound.  (Stock  No.  BBM-584A)  $200.00. 
Copper  coins,  circa  1785-1788,  from  Ver¬ 
mont,  Connecticut,  New  Jersey,  and  Mass¬ 
achusetts. 

THE  FIRST  NATIONAL  BANK  OF  DENVER 
COLLECTION,  deluxe  hardbound  version. 
(Stock  No.  BBM-586)  $49.00 
THE  BEBEE  COLLECTION-1987  ANA  CON¬ 
VENTION  SALE,  deluxe  hardbound  version. 
(Stock  No.  BBM-588)  $65.00 
THE  NORWEB  COLLECTION,  PART  I,  deluxe 
hardbound  version.  (Stock  No.  BBM-590) 
$65.00 

THE  KING  OF  SIAM  SALE,  deluxe  hardbound 
version.  (Stock  No.  BBM-592)  $49.00 
THE  EBENEZER  MILTON  SAUNDERS  COLLEC¬ 
TION,  deluxe  hardbound  version  (Stock  No. 
BBM-594)  $49.00 

THE  LLOYD  M.  HIGGINS,  M.D.  COLLEC¬ 
TION,  deluxe  hardbound  version  (Stock  No. 
BBM-596)  $49.00 

THE  GUIA  COLLECTION,  deluxe  hardbound 
version  (Stock  No.  BBM-598)  $65.00 
THE  NORWEB  COLLECTION,  PART  II,  deluxe 
hardbound  version  (Stock  No.  BBM-600) 
$65.00 

THE  EVERSON  AND  FAUGHT  COLLECTIONS, 

deluxe  hardbound  version  (Stock  No. 
BBM-602)  $49.00 

THE  ESTATES  OF  PHILIP  M.  MANN,  JR.  & 
GLENN  B.  SMEDLEY,  deluxe  hardbound 
version  (Stock  No.  604)  $49.00 
THE  NORWEB  COLLECTION,  PART  III,  deluxe 
hardbound  version  (Stock  No.  BBM-606) 
$65.00 

THE  DAVID  SILBERMAN  COLLECTION,  de¬ 
luxe  hardbound  version  (Stock  No. 
BBM-608)  $49.00 


"A  Very  Good  Value" 

The  following  is  from  R.B.,  MD: 

"The  coins  you  sent  me  from  your  bank  vault  are 
beautiful  and  are  of  excellent  value.  I  will  enjoy  ad¬ 
ding  them  to  my  collection.  As  soon  as  time  per¬ 
mits  I  will  telephone  Sandi  Scott  and  order  Walter 
Breen's  new  book." 


Other  Books  by  Q.  David  Bowers 

Not  Numismatic,  But  Very  Interesting! 

With  the  holiday  season  approaching,  these  make 
delightful  gifts  which  will  be  appreciated  and  which 
the  recipient  will  enjoy  for  years  to  come. 


Bowers,  Q.  David.  THE  ENCYCLOPEDIA  OF 
AUTOMATIC  MUSICAL  INSTRUMENTS. 
(Stock  No.  BBM-801)  $45.00 

The  standard  reference  book  on  coin-in-the-slot,  old-time 
nickelodeon  pianos  with  art  glass  fronts,  music  boxes,  calliopes, 
player  pianos,  musical  gambling  machines,  orchestrions  (self¬ 
playing  orchestras),  circus  organs,  and  the  like.  Believe  it  or  not, 
15,000  copies  of  this  massive  1,008-page,  illustrated,  softbound 
book  have  been  sold!  The  American  Library  Association  call¬ 
ed  it  "one  of  the  best  reference  books  of  the  year."  If  you  like 
nostalgia  and  old-time  music,  here  is  a  mighty  fine  book! 


Robert 


American  Iilustrat 


Bowers,  Q.  David.  ROBERT  ROBINSON:  AMER¬ 
ICAN  ILLUSTRATOR.  (Stock  No.  BBM-806) 
$10.00 

A  dandy  volume  detailing  the  story  of  one  of  America's  most 
famous  illustrators  and  magazine  cover  artists,  who  did  features 
for  Saturday  Evening  Post  in  the  style  later  made  famous  by 
Norman  Rockwell.  Profusely  illustrated,  including  a  section  of 
color  plates.  Published  at  $12.95,  and  a  best  seller  at  that  price 
We  purchased  the  remaining  unsold  stock  and  offer  copies  at 
a  special  value.  These  make  ideal  gifts  for  a  friend— great  for 
giving  on  holidays  or  other  occasions!  And,  you  will  want  a 
copy  for  yourself  too,  for  it  is  delightful  reading! 


From  Twenty-Five  Years  Ago 

The  following  letter  is  from  R.H.C.,  lr.: 

"This  is  just  a  note  that  may  be  of  interest  to  you. 
I  still  have  copies  going  back  many  years  of  your 
periodicals  from  the  1950s  onward,  including  Em¬ 
pire  Topics,  Empire  Review,  and  Bowers  Review. 
These  are  still  of  considerable  interest  to  me,  and 
I  have  looked  them  over  many  times  in  the  years 
since." 
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Special  Values  on  Great  Books! 


Bowers,  Q.  David.  THE  MOXIE  ENCYCLOPEDIA. 
(Stock  No.  BBM-809)  $19.95 

If  you  enjoy  history,  nostalgia,  and  old-time  photos  of  soda 
parlors,  carnivals,  and  fairs— if  you  are  a  student  of  brilliant 
advertising  from  years  gone  by — if  you  want  to  read  one  of  the 
greatest  success  stories  in  American  business — then  this  book, 
about  a  soft  drink  that  once  outsold  Coca-Cola,  is  a  must.  For 
the  numismatist,  there  is  a  page  describing  a  token  issued  by 
Moxie!  The  book  is  a  wonderful  excursion  into  the  past,  a  tour 
that  will  provide  several  evenings  of  delightful  reading— we 
guarantee  it  or  your  money  back!  760  pages,  softbound.  A 
delightful  book!  Now  in  its  second  big  printing! 


A  GREAT  NOSTALGIA  BOOK! 


Bowers,  Q.  David.  NICKELODEON 
THEATRES  AND  THEIR  MUSIC.  (Stock  No. 
BBM-821)  $19.95.  Deluxe  hardbound  version. 
(Stock  No.  BBM-822)  $24.95 

This  book,  212  pages  in  length,  tells  all  about  the  ornately- 
fronted  theatres  of  the  1900-1915  years,  plus  hundreds  of  illustra¬ 
tions  of  early  film  stars,  theatres,  and  so  on.  "His  finest  work 
to  date;  will  be  enjoyed  by  everyone  interested  in  films  and 
film  history,"  noted  the  Vestal  Press.  This  book  has  met  with 
national  acclaim  and  has  been  favorably  commented  upon  and 
reviewed.  A  great  book  which  you'll  enjoy  reading  if  you  are 
interested  in  American  history  and  nostalgia — never  mind  that 
it  is  also  slightly  related  to  numismatics,  inasmuch  as  a  nickel 
was  the  typical  admission  charge!  Buy  a  copy  for  yourself  and 
other  copies  for  use  as  gifts. 


Likes  His  Confederate  Items 

The  following  letter  from  P.H.  was  addressed  to 
Liz  Arlin: 

"Thank  you  for  your  note  concerning  the 
bar  kground  of  the  Confederate  half  dollar.  Enclos¬ 
ed  is  my  check  for  the  Scott  token  struck  in  white 
rnr-tal,  MS-60,  with  the  Scott  obverse  and  the  Con- 
federate  revf-rse  I  really  appreciate  the  time  you 
,p*-nt  on  the  telephone  answering  my  questions." 


DELIGHTFUL  READING! 


Bowers,  Q.  David.  MURIEL  OSTRICHE: 
PRINCESS  OF  SILENT  FILMS.  (Stock  No. 
BBM-830)  $19.95.  Deluxe  hardbound  version. 
(Stock  No.  BBM-831)  $24.95) 

In  1913  Muriel  Ostriche  was  voted  the  second  most  popular 
film  actress  in  America  (Alice  Joyce  was  first),  far  ahead  of  Maty 
Pickford  and  other  contenders.  Muriel  entered  films  in  1911 
when  as  a  young  high  school  girl  she  was  approached  on  the 
street  by  a  casting  director,  and  said  she  looked  pretty,  and  in¬ 
vited  her  to  apply  for  a  screen  test.  From  that  point  on,  in  a 
career  spanning  a  decade,  she  appeared  in  hundreds  of  films 
and,  because  of  her  reckless  feats,  was  known  as  "the  dare¬ 
devil  of  the  movies."  At  one  time,  the  Thanhouser  Company, 
a  leading  early  producer  of  films,  set  up  a  special  division. 
Princess  Films,  to  showcase  her  talent. 

In  a  "you  are  there"  fashion,  you  will  journey  to  the  days 
of  long  ago,  and  the  fascinating  era  of  silent  pictures.  You  will 
read  about  how  Muriel  was  almost  but  not  quite  mauled  by 
a  tiger,  how  she  almost  but  not  quite  drowned,  and  about  her 
other  narrow  escapes!  If  you  are  interested  in  film  history, 
American  history,  or  enjoy  books  written  in  a  nostalgic  vein, 
here  is  a  volume  you  will  not  want  to  miss! 


Bowers,  Q.  David  and  Mary  L.  Martin.  THE  POST¬ 
CARDS  OF  ALPHONSE  MUCHA.  (Stock  No. 
BBM-850)  $10.00 

120  page,  softbound,  profusely  illustrated  volume  covering 
the  picture  post  cards  produced  by  Alphonse  Mucha, 
acknowledged  master  of  art  nouveau.  Each  post  card  illustrated 
is  worthy  of  an  art  gallery!  A  very  popular  book  which  has  been 
enthusiastically  acclaimed  in  the  world  of  art,  antiques,  and 
old-time  post  cards. 


BACK  ISSUES  OF  THE  RCR! 

"Catch-Up  Special'— Four  Different  Back 
Issues  of  the  Rare  Coin  Review,  issues  of  our 
choice,  within  the  past  one  to  three  years.  (Stock 
No.  BBM-901)  $10.00 


Likes  The  Copper  Coins  Book 

The  following  is  from  D.E.D.: 

"I  have  just  finished  reading  your  fine  book,  U.S. 
Copper  Coinage,  as  part  of  your  'Action  Guide'  se¬ 
ries.  The  book  was  extremely  informative  and  in¬ 
teresting  to  me— and  in  addition  to  the  basic 
information  I  really  appreciated  all  of  the  anecdotes 
and  historical  sidelights. 

"I  would  like  to  obtain  the  other  books  you  have 
written,  so  please  tell  me  how  I  can  order  them. 
I  collected  coins  in  my  early  teen  years  but  got  away 
from  it  until  recently,  so  right  now  I  am  in  need  of 
a  'refresher  course.'  Thank  you  again." 


Additional  Books— 
United  States  Coins 

In  addition  to  the  books  published  by  Bowers  and 
Merena  Galleries  on  the  subject  of  United  States 
coins,  the  following  titles  are  recommended  as  be¬ 
ing  useful  and  interesting.  Many  of  them  are  classics 
in  their  field. 

Adams,  Edgar  H.,  PLATES  OF  LYMAN  H.  LOW'S 
HARD  TIMES  TOKENS.  (Stock  No.  BAD-710) 
$35.00 

Reprint  of  Edgar  H.  Adams'  photographic  illustrations  of  the 
Hard  Times  tokens  series.  38  pages,  15  plates,  softbound. 

Adams,  John  W.,  U.S.  NUMISMATIC  LITERATURE, 
VOLUME  1,  19TH-CENTURY  AUCTION  CAT¬ 
ALOGUES.  (Stock  No.  BAD-721)  $85.00 

A  survey  of  19th-century  rare  coin  dealers  (with  biographical 
sketches  and  portraits)  and  the  auctions  they  conducted.  Cogan, 
the  Chapmans,  Woodward,  Mason,  Scott,  Frossard,  and  others 
are  featured  and  rated  by  one  of  America's  foremost  numisma¬ 
tic  scholars.  A  must  for  the  reader  interested  in  numismatic 
history  and  literature!  Expensive,  but  worth  it!  Limited  numbered 
edition  of  500  copies.  271  pages,  illustrated,  hardbound. 

Adams,  John.  MONOGRAPHS  ON  VARIETIES  OF 
U.S.  LARGE  CENTS,  1793-1794.  (Stock  No. 
BAD-735)  $40.00 

An  anthology  edited  by  John  W.  Adams,  this  book  is  a  treas¬ 
ure  trove  of  information  concerning  large  cents  of  these  two 
dates,  the  .omance,  history,  rarity,  and  just  about  everything 
else  you  wanted  to  know  but  didn't  know  where  to  look.  244 
pages,  illustrated,  hardbound. 

Akers,  David  W.,  U.S.  GOLD  COINS,  GOLD 
DOLLARS  1849-1889.  (Stock  No.  BAK-741) 
$15.95 

First  in  the  series  of  illustrated  hardbound  books  by  David 
W.  Akers,  surveying  all  varieties  of  gold  dollars,  their  appearance 
at  auction  over  the  years,  estimates  concerning  the  rarity  in 
various  grades,  and  so  on.  A  cornerstone  volume  for  any  gold 
coin  library! 

Akers,  David  W.,  U.S.  GOLD  COINS,  QUARTER 
EAGLES  1796-1929.  (Stock  No.  BAK-742)  $45.00 

Another  in  the  illustrated,  hardbound  series  covering  gold 
coins,  this  one  featuring  quarter  eagles  of  all  dates— with  a  page 
or  more  devoted  to  each  listing  (as  is  the  case  with  the  other 
books  in  this  series).  A  wealth  of  information  for  the  advanced 
collector  and  beginner  alike! 

Akers,  David  W.,  U.S.  GOLD  COINS,  $3  AND  $4 
GOLD  PIECES.  (Stock  No.  BAK-743)  $15.95 

All  you  ever  wanted  to  know  about  $3  pieces  and  $4 
pieces — an  evaluation  by  dates  and  varieties,  frequency  of  auc¬ 
tion  appearances  over  the  years,  availability  in  different  grades, 
and  so  on. 

Akers,  David  W„  U.S.  GOLD  COINS,  HALF  EA¬ 
GLES  1795-1929.  (Stock  No.  BAK-744)  $59.00 

Again,  all  you  want  to  know  on  the  subject.  Rarity,  availability 
in  past  auction  sales,  condition  ratings,  commentary  on  various 
issues,  and  so  on — with  each  issue  occupying  a  full  page  or 
more. 

Akers,  David  W.,  U.S.  GOLD  COINS,  EAGLES 
1795-1933.  (Stock  No.  BAK-745)  $59.00 

Comprehensively  covers  eagles  from  the  first  year  1°  the  last, 
with  detailed  information  on  each  and  every  mintmark  issue. 

U.S.  GOLD  COINS,  DOUBLE  EAGLES  1849-1933. 
(Stock  No.  BAK-746)  $59.00 

All  you  ever  wanted  to  know  about  America’s  largest  regular 
gold  coin,  including  a  listing  hy  individual  dates  and  varieties, 
frequency  of  auction  appearances,  condition  information,  and 
so  on.  Read  this  or  any  other  Lxxik  among  David  Akers'  volumes 
and  you'll  be  right  up  there  with  the  experts  so  tar  as  knowl¬ 
edge  is  concerned! 
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Special  Values  on  Great  Books! 


NOW  AVAILABLE! 

Akers,  David.  HANDBOOK  OF  20TH-CEN¬ 
TURY  UNITED  STATES  GOLD  COINS.  (Stock 
No.  BAK-748)  $19.95;  hardbound  (Stock  No. 
BAK-749)  $29.95. 

This  book  is  "hot  off  the  press"!  The  volume  has  184  pages, 
with  separate  pages  being  devoted  to  each  issue  within  the  In¬ 
dian  $2’/j  and  $5  series  1908-1929,  the  Indian  $10  series 
1907-1933,  and  the  Saint-Caudens  $20  series  1907-1933.  The  au¬ 
thor  gives  rarity  information  in  several  degrees  of  Uncirculat¬ 
ed  preservation,  furnishes  collecting  hints,  and  gives  sufficient 
additional  information  that  no  serious  collector  of  United  States 
gold  coins  can  afford  to  be  without  this  book. 


NOW  AVAILABLE 

AMERICAN  HERITAGE  30th-anniversary  edi¬ 
tion.  A  landmark  issue  of  this,  the  most  famous 
American  magazine  on  history.  Why  are  we  of¬ 
fering  this  for  sale?  Because  our  own  Q.  David 
Bowers  was  given  the  task  of  writing  the  cover 
article— ^'American  Gold  Coins."  We  have  a  few 
dozen  "mint"  copies  and  offer  them  for  them 
for  $5  each  while  they  last.  (Stock  No.  BAM-100) 
Note:  In  case  you  want  to  look  for  a  copy 
cheaper  at  your  local  flea  market,  this  is  the 
December  1984  issue. 


AMERICAN  NUMISMATIC  ASSOCIATION 
COUNTERFEIT  DETECTION.  (Stock  No. 
BAM-717)  $7.50 

This  handy  guide,  published  by  the  ANA,  gives  tips  on  spot¬ 
ting  counterfeits  and  identifies  many  different  counterfeit 
varieties.  A  best  seller  and  a  valuable  reference.  147  pages,  il¬ 
lustrated,  softbound. 

Kosoff,  A.  and  Kenneth  Bressett,  introduction  by 
Q.  David  Bowers.  OFFICIAL  A.N.A.  GRADING 
STANDARDS  FOR  U.S.  COINS.  (Stock  No. 
BAN-635)  $7.95 

Details  the  American  Numismatic  Association  Offical 
Grading  system,  with  illustrations  of  coins  from  half  cents 
through  double  eagles,  together  with  grading  information  con¬ 
cerning  each  step.  Uses  the  famous  Sheldon  system  rating  coins 
on  a  numerical  scale  from  1  through  70.  This  is  the  brand  new 
3rd  edition  of  an  important  standard  reference. 

Attinelli,  E.J.,  A  BIBLIOGRAPHY  OF  AMERICAN 
NUMISMATIC  AUCTION  CATALOGUES, 
1828-1875.  (Stock  No.  BAT-701)  $35.00 

Reprint  of  the  19th-century  classic  detailing  early  auction 
catalogues  and  numismatic  activity  in  the  cradle  days  of  coin 
collecting  in  America.  160  pages,  hardbound.  A  classic  begin¬ 
ning  point  for  numismatic  bibliophiles! 

Berman,  Neil  S.  and  Hans  M.F.  Schulman.  THE  IN¬ 
VESTOR'S  GUIDE  TO  UNITED  STATES  COINS. 
(Stock  No.  BBE-600)  $19.50 

This  230-page  volume  discusses  United  States  coins  by 
designs  and  gives  price  data  on  the  various  issues  as  delineated 
in  10-year  intervals,  1955,  1965,  1975,  and  1985.  For  example, 
the  authors  suggest  that  $1,000  invested  in  trade  dollars  in  1955 
would  be  worth  $560,000  in  1985;  the  same  amount  invested 
in  1965  would  be  worth  $224,000  in  1985;  and  $1,000  invested 
in  1975  would  be  worth  $14,177  in  1985.  "It  is  the  only  book 
you  will  ever  need  on  the  subject,"  the  dust  jacket  states. 


Satisfaction  Guaranteed! 

Each  coin  in  this  Rare  Coin  Review 
comes  with  a  30-day  money  back  guarantee 
of  satisfaction.  We  know  you'll  be 
delighted  with  our  quality,  value,  and  service. 


A  GREAT  BOOK! 

Birdsall,  Clair  M.,  THE  UNITED  STATES 
BRANCH  MINT  AT  CHARLOTTE,  NORTH 
CAROLINA:  ITS  HISTORY  AND  COINAGE. 
(Stock  No.  BBI-751)  $30.00. 

A  companion  volume  to  Mr.  Birdsall's  excellent  work  on  the 
Dahlonega  Mint,  the  newly-issued  study  on  the  Charlotte  Mint 
discusses  this  instituion  in  great  detail,  from  its  inception 
through  its  operation  and  closing.  The  volume  is  123  pages  in 
length,  8V4  x  11  inches  in  size,  hardbound,  and  is  illustrated 
with  color  plates.  This  volume  will  be  an  important  addition 
to  the  bookshelf  of  anyone  seriously  interested  in  American 
gold  coins. 


Birdsall,  C.M.,  THE  UNITED  STATES  BRANCH 
MINT  AT  DAHLONEGA.  (Stock  No.  BBI-750) 
$27.50 

Gives  the  detailed  history  of  one  of  America's  most  interesting 
and  historical  minting  operations,  with  many  details  concern¬ 
ing  issues  from  gold  dollars  through  half  eagles  made  there. 
Illustrated,  hardbound. 


Bowers,  Q.  David  and  James  F.  Ruddy.  UNITED 
STATES  HALF  CENTS,  1793-1857.  (Stock  No. 
B BO-720)  $10.00 

To  the  Bowers-Ruddy  efforts  have  been  added  United  States 
Half  Cents  by  Ebenezer  Gilbert,  an  article  by  Doug  Winter,  a 
value  guide,  and  other  features.  This  is  a  reprint  of  several  ear¬ 
ly  half  cent  works.  91  pages.  Illustrated,  softbound.  Special 
Note:  Only  24  copies  remain  as  we  go  to  press,  so  if  you  want 
one,  order  early! 


THE  CLASSIC  REFERENCE! 

Brunk,  Dr.  Gregory.  AMERICAN  AND 
CANADIAN  COUNTERMARKED  COINS. 
(Stock  No.  BBR-203)  $39.95 

This  dandy  volume  is  large  format,  8Vt  x  11  inches,  349  pages 
long,  and  although  we  did  not  count  the  illustrations,  they  must 
cross  the  thousand  mark— for  its  seems  that  every  page  has 
multiple  pictures  on  it.  Incidentally,  the  lion's  share  of  the 
photographs  came  from  our  Research  Department  here  at 
Bowers  and  Merena  Galleries. 

The  author,  a  long-time  student  of  the  series,  lists  thousands 
of  different  counterstamp  varieties  and  gives  prices  in  various 
grades.  A  valuable  guide  which  those  interested  in  numisma¬ 
tic  history  and  nostalgia  will  appreciate  owning. 


Brunk,  Gregory  G.,  WORLD  COUNTERMARKS 
ON  MEDIEVAL  AND  MODERN  COINS.  (Stock 
No.  BBR-755)  $35.00 

An  anthology  from  The  Numismatist,  edited  by  Gregory 
Brunk.  Articles  on  world  counterstamps,  together  with  a  new 
foreword,  bibliography,  and  price  guide.  A  number  of  the 
famous  F.G.  Duffield  articles  are  included,  with  revisions,  as 
are  other  classics.  Nearly  50  articles  are  reprinted!  416  pages, 
many  illustrations,  hardbound. 


Breen,  Walter.  WALTER  BREEN'S  ENCYCLOPEDIA 
OF  UNITED  STATES  HALF  CENTS,  1793-1857. 
(Stock  No.  BBR-763)  $60.00 

This  superb  book,  with  typography  and  photographs  by  Jack 
Collins,  contains  over  500  pages  of  half  cent  lore,  with  at  least 
a  full  page  (often  multiple  pages)  devoted  to  each  date  and  ma¬ 
jor  variety  within  the  series!  There  ar<  enough  spicy  comments, 
editorial  opinions,  and  other  half  cent  tidbits  to  keep  you 
reading  from  the  beginning  through  the  end.  Includes  color 
plates.  One  of  the  most  impressive  specialized  books  on  United 
States  coinage  ever  published!  Hardbound. 


Browning,  A.W.,  THE  EARLY  QUARTER  DOLLARS 
OF  THE  U.S.  (Stock  No.  BBR-811)  $15.00 

Reprint  of  an  early  classic.  Describes  early  quarter  dollars 
by  die  varieties  and  characteristics.  The  standard  reference  on 
the  subject.  44  pages,  illustrated,  hardbound.  Note:  Only  a  few 
copies  remain  in  our  stock. 


AN  IMPORTANT  BOOK! 

Carothers,  Neil.  FRACTIONAL  MONEY. 
(Stock  No.  BCA-835)  $19.95 

Published  in  1925,  this  volume  tells  about  "fractional  mon¬ 
ey— the  author's  term  for  copper,  nickel,  and  silver  coins.  He 
goes  into  detail  for  various  issues  produced  from  the  1790s  on¬ 
ward,  telling  how  different  metallic  and  other  changes  came 
to  be,  interrelating  numismatics  with  various  financial  condi¬ 
tions,  wars,  and  other  events.  His  section  on  what  happened 
to  coins  in  circulation  during  the  Civil  War,  and  the  substitutes 
which  arose  to  take  their  place,  is  worth  the  price  of  the  book 
by  itself!  Here  is  certainly  one  of  the  most  valuable  American 
numismatic  reference  books  ever  published,  and  yet  it  has  been 
out  of  print  for  over  a  half  century!  This  is  a  "must"  reprint 
for  every  serious  numismatic  library. 


PERSPECTIVES  IN  NUMISMATICS,  FOR  THE 
CHICAGO  COIN  CLUB.  (Stock  No.  BCH-745) 
$15.00 

A  volume  of  nearly  400  pages  containing  articles  specifical¬ 
ly  commissioned  for  this  book,  issued  on  the  800th-anniversary 
meeting  of  the  Chicago  Coin  Club.  Articles  include  those  by 
Q.  David  Bowers  ("The  Hobby  as  I  See  It"),  Elvira  Clain- 
Stefanelli,  Courtney  Coffing,  Richard  Doty,  Cory  Gillilland,  Eric 
Newman,  Donn  Pearlman,  John  Wright,  and  others.  Over  300 
pages,  softbound. 


LIQUIDATION  SPECIAL! 

PHOTOGRAPHS  OF  THE  CLIFF  HOUSE. 
(Stock  No.  BCL-712)  List  price  $10.00,  liquida¬ 
tion  special  $5.00 

We  made  a  mistake  when  we  ordered  100  copies  of  what 
we  considered  to  be  a  nifty  book  containing  60  pages, 
photographic  illustrations,  of  the  Cliff  House  overlooking  San 
Francisco's  harbor.  Many  views  are  of  the  famous  French 
chateau-style  edifice  from  the  turn  of  the  century.  We  thought 
these  would  sell  well,  but  we  were  mistaken  (even  though  we 
like  them  enough  ourselves  that  we  ordered  several  to  give  as 
gifts).  So,  our  mistake  in  judgment  is  your  gain,  and  instead 
of  charging  $10  per  copy,  you  can  now  buy  one  for  half  price! 


COIN  WORLD  TRIVIA  GAME.  (Stock  No. 
BCO-795)  $17.95 

Based  on  the  popular  Trivial  Pursuit  format,  this  entertain¬ 
ing  game  can  be  played  with  or  without  a  board.  The  easy  rules 
permit  any  number  of  players  to  become  involved  in  over  2,500 
questions  and  answers.  Categories  are  divided  into  two  skill 
levels,  novice  and  expert.  We  are  pleased  to  note  that  some 
questions  are  derived  from  some  of  our  own  books,  the  Gar¬ 
rett  Sale,  and  other  of  our  past  numismatic  activities!  Actually, 
all  sorts  of  coins,  numismatic  personalities,  events,  and  other 
things  are  to  be  found  on  the  cards.  Some  questions  are  hard, 
others  are  easy,  but  all  are  interesting. 


A  Long  Time  Friend 

The  following  letter  is  from  L.C.: 

"Did  you  know  that  I  purchased  my  first  coin  from 
you  in  1956?  Well,  maybe  you  forgot— so  this  is  a 
reminder.  Since  then  I  have  done  business  with 
nearly  every  dealer  of  importance,  and  I  keep  retur¬ 
ning  to  your  company.  Your  quality  is  superb,  your 
service  matches  it,  and  I  have  always  received  a 
good  value  for  my  money.  If  you  ask  me  for  a  sug¬ 
gestion  on  how  you  could  improve  yourself,  I  could 
not  make  a  suggestion— for  Bowers  and  Merena 
Galleries  sets  the  standard.  Thank  you  for  making 
numismatics  so  interesting  to  me." 


"I  CANNOT  LIVE 
WITHOUT  BOOKS" 

—Thomas  )efferson 
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Special  Values  on  Great  Books! 


A  "MUST"  FOR  YOUR  LIBRARY! 


Coin  ^  World 

Almanac 


COIN  WORLD  ALMANAC,  NEW  5TH  EDI¬ 
TION.  (Stock  No.  BCO-796)  $14.95.  Deluxe 
hardbound  version,  personally  signed  by  the 
editors  of  the  almanac.  (Stock  No.  BCO-797) 
$24.95 

This  is  the  latest  edition  of  this  American  numismatic  classic, 
a  “must"  for  every  numismatic  library.  The  745  pages  of  this 
volume  pack  as  much  information  as  can  be  found  anywhere. 
We  use  our  copy  a  lot  in  research,  and  we  know  you'll  use  yours! 


A  GREAT  CLASSIC! 

Crosby,  Sylvester  S.,  THE  EARLY  COINS  OF 
AMERICA.  (Stock  No.  BCR-271)  $45.00 

Reprint  of  this  19th-century  classic,  occasionally  out  of  print 
in  the  past,  but  now  again  available.  Certainly  one  of  the  greatest 
books  ever  published  in  American  numismatics!  Details  colon¬ 
ial,  state,  and  early  American  coins,  the  history,  legislation  per¬ 
taining  to  them,  collecting,  collecting  comments,  etc.  A  simply 
marvelous  book,  and  one  of  our  favorites.  A  must  for  your  li¬ 
brary,  even  if  you  do  not  collect  early  American  coins.  Certainly 
this  is  one  of  the  most  important,  most  valuable  numismatic 
reference  books  ever  published  in  America.  Reprint  edition  has 
modern  comments  by  Eric  P.  Newman.  378  pages,  illustrated. 
Hardbound. 


Davis,  David  J.,  EARLY  UNITED  STATES  DIMES, 
1796-1837.  (Stock  No.  BDA-704)  $40.00 

By  David  J.  Davis  and  four  co-authors,  a  simply  superb  vol¬ 
ume,  hardbound,  279  pages,  illustrated  in  detail.  Discusses  each 
and  every  known  die  variety  from  the  first  year  of  dime  coin¬ 
age  in  1796  through  the  end  of  the  Capped  Bust  series  in 
1837— together  with  much  research  information,  col lecting  data, 
and  the  like.  The  standard  reference  on  the  subject! 


Confidential  Discount  Offer! 

For  any  order  of  books  totaling  up  to 
$99.99  at  our  list  prices,  from  Rare  Coin 
Review  No.  71,  take  a  confidential  10% 
discount!  For  book  orders  of  $100  or 
more,  take  a  confidential  20%  discount! 
Just  write  "10%  book  discount"  or  "20% 
book  discount"  on  your  order  blank,  as 
the  case  may  be,  so  we  will  honor  the 
offer.  If  you  telephone  your  order  and 
charge  it  to  your  credit  card,  be  sure  to 
mention  it  as  well.  This  offer  is  for  a 
limited  time  only  and  will  not  be  adver¬ 
tised  publicly! 


"HURT"  BOOK  SPECIAL! 

"Hurt"  or  slightly  damaged  books.  (Stock 
No.  BDA-777)  Save  lots  of  money!  Just  $95.00 

In  the  course  of  selling  hundreds  of  thousand  dollars  worth 
of  books  each  year  we  occasionally  have  various  books  which 
have  been  used  in  exhibitions  or  displays,  or  which  became 
slightly  scuffed,  or  which  have  some  marks  on  the  covers  or 
binding,  or  which  otherwise  are  less  than  "mint."  However, 
in  each  instance  the  contents  are  intact,  and  the  books  can  be 
used  for  their  intended  purpose:  reference  or  enjoyment.  We 
offer  you  a  substantial  savings — at  least  $150  worth  of  books— at 
our  regular  retail  prices,  titles  of  our  choice  (but  all  different; 
no  duplicates)  for  a  special  net  price  of  only  $95.  Believe  us, 
you  are  not  buying  a  "pig  in  a  poke'— for  after  you  receive  your 
shipment  if  you  are  not  100%  delighted  for  any  reason  what¬ 
soever,  you  can  return  them  and  your  money  will  be  refunded. 
However,  we  think  that  you'll  really  like  this  "special  value'— 
for  it  saves  you  a  substantial  amount  over  what  you  normally 
would  expect  to  pay.  Even  if  you  already  own  some  of  the  titles 
you  receive,  the  savings  are  such  that  you'll  still  be  dollars 
ahead.  If  you  have  an  eye  for  special  value,  be  sure  to  order  this! 


Dryfhout,  John.  THE  WORK  OF  AUGUSTUS 
SAINT-GAUDENS.  Softbound.  (Stock  No. 
BDR-755)  $29.95.  Hardbound  version.  (Stock 
No.  BDR-756)  $60.00 

A  superb  volume,  magnificently  illustrated,  covering  the 
sculpture,  medals,  coinage,  and  other  works  of  one  of  America's 
most  prominent  artists.  His  magnificent  MCMVII  High  Relief 
1907  double  eagle  is,  of  course,  well  known  to  our  readers, 
but  you  will  delight  in  seeing  his  many  other  achievements  as 
well.  The  author  is  curator  of  the  Saint-Gaudens  National 
Historic  Site,  Cornish,  New  Hampshire,  where  the  artist  main¬ 
tained  his  studio  and  designed  the  coinage.  356  pages,  pro¬ 
fusely  illustrated. 


Durst,  Sanford.  EARLY  AMERICAN  COPPERS. 
(Stock  No.  BDU-701)  $55.00 

Edited  by  Sanford  Durst,  this  is  a  collection  of  articles  by  many 
authors  pertaining  to  United  States  large  cents,  half  cents,  and 
related  matters.  545  pages,  illustrated,  hardbound. 

Ehrmantraut,  Jack  A.,  Jr.,  AN  ANALYSIS  OF  GEM 
FRANKLIN  HALF  DOLLARS.  (Stock  No. 
BEH-777)  $11.95 

A  detailed  discussion  of  the  various  Franklin  half  dollars 
1948-1953,  with  comments  concerning  the  availability  of  each 
in  top  grades.  144  pages,  several  illustrations,  softbound. 

Eitemiller,  David  J.,  HISTORIC  TOURS,  THE 
DENVER  MINT.  (Stock  No.  BEI-739)  $3.95 

Well-illustrated,  softbound  guide  to  the  Denver  Mint  and  its 
history.  41  pages. 


Elder,  Thomas  L.,  NEW  PREMIUM  COIN  BOOK. 
(Stock  No.  BEL-759)  $10.00 

Original  (not  a  reprint)  1934  guide  to  coin  values  issued  by 
one  of  America's  most  prominent  dealers  at  the  time.  98  pages, 
illustrated  with  line  drawings,  softbound. 

Evans,  George.  HISTORY  OF  THE  U.S.  MINT  AND 
COINAGE.  (Stock  No.  BEV-760)  $15.00 

Reprint  of  the  classic  19th-century  guide  to  the  Philadelphia 
Mint,  how  coins  are  made,  various  directors  and  officers,  etc. 
A  basic  reference  for  anyone  interested  in  coinage  history.  Il¬ 
lustrated,  hardbound. 


John  Jay  Ford,  Jr.  writes 

The  following  is  a  paragraph  from  a  letter  re¬ 
ceived  recently  from  John  Jay  Ford,  Jr.,  the  well- 
known  scholar  and  formerly  a  principal  of  the  New 
Netherlands  Coin  Company: 

"Thank  you  for  the  tremendous  job  you  are  do¬ 
ing  for  numismatics.  Anyone  can  sell  coins,  par¬ 
ticularly  to  'get  rich  quick  types,'  but  you  are 
dispensing  knowledge.  Every  book  that  you  ship 
out  will,  in  time,  be  read  to  or  referred  to,  by  some¬ 
body.  Knowledge  is  the  secret  of  the  coin  business, 
and  books  represent  ‘compressed  knowledge.'  " 


Forman,  Harry  J.,  HOW  YOU  CAN  KEEP  ON 
MAKING  BIG  PROFITS  INVESTING  IN 
COINS.  (Stock  No.  BFO-712)  Special  Discount 
Price:  $5.00 

Written  by  one  of  America's  best-known  dealers,  this  book 
made  a  big  splash  when  it  appeared  on  the  market  in  1974 
You  might  have  a  few  tears  in  your  eyes  when  you  read  this 
book  now,  over  a  decade  later,  for  back  then  you  could  have 
bought  an  Uncirculated  1889-CC  dollar  for  $2,000  or  an  Un¬ 
circulated  1902  for  $355,  or  an  Uncirculated  1903  for  $11.50, 
or  a  1903-0  in  the  same  grade  for  $40.  Harry  gives  many  in¬ 
teresting  philosophies  and  valuable  insights,  and,  on  page  12 
he  has  some  nice  words  to  say  about  the  editor  of  Rare  Coin 
Review  (Q.  David  Bowers).  Anyway,  this  book  came  out  at  $7.50, 
and  we  suspect  that  if  you  wanted  to  find  a  mint-condition  copy 
of  this  volume,  now  long  out  of  print,  you  might  have  to  pay 
a  bit  more  than  that.  Be  that  as  it  may,  we  just  acquired  several 
sealed  cartons  of  these — each  one  as  nice  as  new— so  while 
they  last,  take  advantage  of  a  really  special  offer.  118  pages,  hard¬ 
bound,  regularly  $7.50  at  the  time  of  issue,  probably  salable 
at  $10  to  $15  if  you  tried— but  you  pay  only  $5. 

Fuld,  George  and  Melvin.  PATRIOTIC  CIVIL  WAR 
TOKENS,  "mini-edition."  (Stock  No.  BFU-714) 
$10.00 

A  guide  to  tokens  of  the  1860s  with  patriotic  and  military 
motifs.  80  pages,  illustrated,  softbound. 

Fuld,  George  and  Melvin.  PATRIOTIC  CIVIL  WAR 
TOKENS.  (Stock  No.  BFU-715)  $27.95 

Here  is  the  deluxe  hardbound,  illustrated,  and  vastly  expand¬ 
ed  (359  pages!)  book  by  these  two  famous  authors — on  the  sub¬ 
ject  of  patriotic  tokens  issued  during  the  Civil  War,  primarily 
in  1863.  A  great  book— and  one  we  recommend  highly. 

Fuld,  George  and  Melvin.  U.S.  CIVIL  WAR  STORE 
CARDS.  (Stock  No.  BFU-716)  $50.00 

A  wonderfully  detailed  guide  to  cent-size  tokens  issued  by 
various  merchants,  professionals,  and  others  to  advertise  their 
services  and  goods  during  the  Civil  War.  Standard  reference 
in  the  field — and  a  masterful  piece  of  numismatic  research.  615 
pages,  plus  supplement.  Illustrated,  hardbound. 


HELPFUL  REFERENCE! 

(Mini-version)  for  U.S.  Large  Cents 

Grellman,  J.R.  and  Jules  Reiver.  ATTRIBU¬ 
TION  GUIDE  FOR  UNITED  STATES  LARGE 
CENTS  1840-1857.  (Stock  No.  BGR-201)  $7.50 

A  dandy  28-page  book,  large  format,  enabling  one  to  quickly 
identify  many  die  varieties  of  large  cents  for  the  years 
indicated— a  welcome  reference,  as  anyone  who  has  used  the 
standard  Newcomb  book  can  attest!  We  use  our  copy  a  lot, 
and  we  know  you  will  also. 


EXPANDED  VERSION! 

Grellman,  J.R.,  and  Jules  Reiver.  ATTRIBU¬ 
TION  GUIDE  FOR  UNITED  STATES  LARGE 
CENTS  1840-1857  (large  expanded  version). 
(Stock  No.  BGR-202)  $70.00 

This  large,  expanded  version  of  the  preceding  is  416  pages 
in  length  in  a  deluxe  hardbound  cover.  Described  in  detail  are 
all  known  varieties  of  large  cents  1840-1857,  Condition  Cen¬ 
sus  information  for  rare  varieties,  updated  rarity  ratings  in  all 
instances,  a  glossary  of  terms,  information  on  Proofs,  and  much 
other  data— all  you  need  to  know  to  become  an  expert  in  this 
fascinating  and  highly  collectible  area  of  numismatics. 


Likes  The  Feuchtwanger 

The  following  was  from 
"This  letter  is  with  reference  to  order  No.  8567. 
The  Feuchtwanger  Hard  Times  token  was  beautiful. 
I  will  buy  coins  like  that  all  day  long,  with  a  smile. 
Thanks  again. 

"P.S.:  If  it  is  not  too  much  trouble  I  would  like 
to  open  an  account  with  you.  Please  send  me  the 
forms." 
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Special  Values  on  Great  Books! 


Classic  1893  “Mint  Marks"  Book 
Reprinted! 


Heaton,  Augustus  G.,  MINT  MARKS,  1893. 
Reprint  edition  limited  to  2,000  copies,  by 
Bowers  and  Merena,  1987.  (Stock  No.  BHE-950) 
$6.95 

This  64-page  book,  with  a  new  introduction 
by  Q.  David  Bowers,  is  one  of  the  most  impor¬ 
tant  references  ever  printed.  Indeed,  originals, 
if  you  can  find  them,  are  apt  to  sell  for  $100  to 
$200  each!  Augustus  Heaton  pioneered  the  way 
to  mintmark  collecting,  listing  various  "Causes 
of  Attractiveness"  and  telling  numismatists  why 
they  should  collect  coins  of  Carson  City,  San 
Francisco,  and  other  mints  in  addition  to  Phil¬ 
adelphia.  At  the  time,  emphasis  was  on  dates 
only,  and  few  cared  whether  a  coin  bore  a  mint- 
mark  or  not! 


A  LANDMARK  REFERENCE! 

Hickcox,  John  H.,  AN  HISTORICAL  AC¬ 
COUNT  OF  AMERICAN  COINAGE,  1858.  This 
volume  is  the  first  large-size  work  published  in 
America  and  devoted  exclusively  to  American 
numismatics.  A  predecessor  of  Dickeson, 
Crosby,  and  others,  the  volume  gives  much  in¬ 
formation  concerning  colonial,  state,  and  oth¬ 
er  early  coinage,  as  well  as  coinage  of  the 
Philadelphia  Mint  through  1857.  In  addition  to 
153  pages  of  text,  a  separate  section  of  five  il¬ 
lustration  plates  is  incorporated.  Just  200  copies 
of  this  work  were  originally  printed,  and  the 
copy  from  which  the  present  reprint  was  made 
cost  $375.00.  Now,  for  the  first  time  in  well  over 
a  century,  this  pioneering  reference  is  available 
at  a  price  which  makes  enjoyable  and  affordable 
this  keystone  work.  5’A  x  8'A  inches,  softbound. 
(Stock  No.  BHI-100)  $9.95 


Satisfaction  Guaranteed! 

Each  coin  in  this  Rare  Coin  Review 
comes  with  a  30-day  money  back  guarantee 
of  satisfaction.  We  know  you'll  be 
delighted  with  our  quality,  value,  and  service. 


Howe,  Dean  F.,  MORGAN  DOLLARS:  AN  IN- 
DEPTH  STUDY.  115  pages,  softbound.  (Stock 
No.  BHO-150)  $14.95 

Reproduced  from  nicely  typewritten  pages,  this  volume 
devotes  a  page  to  each  of  the  different  issues  in  the  Morgan 
dollar  series,  and  gives  the  author's  comments  concerning  the 
estimated  number  in  existence  in  each  of  several  different  Mint 
State  categories,  together  with  comments  concerning  the  Treas¬ 
ury  release  of  1962-1963,  and  other  topics  of  importance.  All 
in  all,  this  makes  a  dandy  addition  to  the  library  of  anyone  even 
remotely  interested  in  Morgan  silver  dollars. 


Julian,  Robert  W.,  MEDALS  OF  THE  UNITED 
STATES  MINT— THE  FIRST  CENTURY, 
1792-1892.  (Stock  No.  BJU-788)  Regularly 
$35.00,  Special  Discount  Price:  $24.95 

We  purchased  at  a  favorable  price  several  hundred  copies 
of  this  really  great  book.  For  a  limited  time  we  charge  you  not 
$35,  not  even  $30  but,  would  you  believe — just  $24.95!  At  this 
price  you  cannot  afford  to  be  without  one,  especially  consider¬ 
ing  that  this  is  one  of  the  greatest  books  ever  written  on  any 
American  numismatic  subject.  Published  by  the  Token  and 
Medal  Society,  this  condensed,  large-format,  hardbound  il¬ 
lustrated  book  is  a  gold  mine  to  anyone  interested  in  medals 
produced  at  the  Philadelphia  Mint.  Contains  abundant  infor¬ 
mation  concerning  production  quantities,  rarities,  designers, 
and  the  like.  Interesting  reading  and  a  valuable  reference.  Highly 
recommended.  475  pages. 


Julian,  R.W.,  1986  PRICE  GUIDE  FOR  MEDALS  OF 
THE  UNITED  STATES  MINT,  THE  FIRST  CEN¬ 
TURY,  1792-1892.  (Stock  No.  BJU-789)  $7.95 

This  book  is  designed  to  be  used  in  conjunction  with  our 
Stock  No.  BJU-788  (and  is  useless  without  it).  An  updating  of 
current  prices  by  a  panel  of  special  consultants,  including  Carl 
W.A.  Carlson,  Lawrence  E.  Elman,  H.  Joseph  Levine,  and  Alan 
V.  Weinberg.  Softbound,  70  pages,  some  illustrations. 


Kagin,  Donald  H.,  PRIVATE  GOLD  COINS  AND 
PATTERNS  OF  THE  UNITED  STATES.  (Stock  No. 
BKA-709)  $29.95 

The  "last  word"  on  the  subject  of  territorial  gold  coins, 
privately-issued  gold  coins,  ingots,  and  bars — as  well  as  other 
topics  relating  to  the  wild,  wild  West.  While  collecting  terri¬ 
torial  gold  coins  is  admittedly  a  rarified  realm,  this  book  is 
valuable  to  every  numismatist,  for  it  is  crammed  with  history, 
romance,  numismatic  facts,  and  other  interesting  data.  406 
pages,  profusely  illustrated,  hardbound. 


King,  E.A.,  MASONIC  CHAPTER  PENNIES.  (Stock 
No.  BKI-781)  $35.00 

The  standard  reference  concerning  these  large  cent-size  cop¬ 
per  (mainly)  tokens  issued  by  various  chapters  of  this  fraternal 
organization.  Thousands  of  varieties  described.  360  pages,  il¬ 
lustrated,  hardbound. 


Kliman,  Myron  M.,  THE  TWO-CENT  PIECE  AND 
VARIETIES.  (Stock  No.  BKL-100)  $10.00 

If  you  are  interested  in  two-cent  pieces,  the  ephemeral  de¬ 
nomination  minted  from  1864-1873,  this  dandy  70-page,  soft- 
bound  volume  by  "Mike"  Kliman  will  delight  you.  We  can't 
compare  it  to  any  other  book  on  the  series,  for  this  is  the  only 
book  on  two-cent  pieces  ever  published!  However,  had  there 
been  others,  we  suspect  this  one  would  have  come  out  on  top. 


Kosoff,  A.,  ABE  KOSOFF  REMEMBERS.  (Stock  No. 
BKO-703)  $19.50 

Reprint  of  this  old-time  dealer's  reminiscences.  Chock  full 
of  anecdotes  and  stories.  Fascinating  eading.  392  pages,  il¬ 
lustrated,  softbound. 


Lapp,  Warren  A.  and  Herbert  A.  Silberman. 
UNITED  STATES  LARGE  CENTS,  1793-1857. 
(Stock  No.  B LA-741)  $50.00 

An  anthology  containing  over  100  articles  by  various  authors 
published  in  The  Numismatist  between  1895  and  1971,  deal¬ 
ing  with  United  States  large  cents  and  half  cents.  Among  the 
authors  included  are  Steigerwalt,  Clapp,  and  Newcomb.  A 
storehouse  of  information  for  anyone  interested  in  early 
American  copper  coins.  672  pages,  illustrated,  hardbound. 


ENTHUSIASTICALLY  REVIEWED! 

Leach,  Frank  A.,  RECOLLECTIONS  OF  A 
MINT  DIRECTOR.  (Stock  No.  BLE-100) 
$9.95 

This  great  book,  with  a  new  foreword  by  Q.  David 
Bowers,  reprints  the  memoirs  of  Frank  A.  Leach,  who  was 
superintendent  of  the  San  Francisco  Mint  from  1897  to 
1907,  during  the  great  San  Francisco  earthquake  and  fire 
You'll  go  behind  the  scenes  at  the  mint  and  read  much 
fascinating  information  not  readily  available  elsewhere. 
Then,  from  1907  to  1909  he  was  director  of  the  entire 
United  States  Mint  system  and  supervised  the  production 
of  the  famous  MCMVII  High  Relief  $20  pieces  designed 
by  Augustus  Saint-Gaudens,  again  furnishing  valuable  in¬ 
formation  not  readily  available  in  any  other  reference 
Originally  published  in  1917,  these  recollections  are  known 
to  only  a  few  numismatists.  This  reprint,  136  pages  m 
length,  by  Bowers  and  Merena  Galleries,  is  sure  to  be  en¬ 
joyed  from  cover  to  cover.  A  highly  recommended  book; 
a  must  for  any  numismatic  library! 


HOARD  DISCOVERED! 

Levine,  H.  Joseph.  COLLECTORS  GUIDE  TO 
PRESIDENTIAL  INAUGURAL  MEDALS  AND 
MEMORABILIA.  (Stock  No.  BLE-410)  $8.95 

Long  out  of  print,  copies  of  this  book  sold  for  considerably 
more  than  their  issue  price  of  $8.95,  but  in  going  through  a 
storage  area  a  few  months  ago,  we  came  across  over  100  copies 
which  we  had  in  stock  from  several  years  earlier  and  had  forgot¬ 
ten  about!  As  this  book  is  out  of  print  and  is  probably  worth 
more  than  we  are  asking,  we  limit  orders  to  one  copy  per 
customer.  120  pages,  profusely  illustrated,  softbound.  If  you 
want  one,  act  quickly. 


boring,  Denis.  MONOGRAPHS  ON  VARIETIES  OF 
U.S.  LARGE  CENTS,  1795-1803.  (Stock  No. 
BLO-751)  $40.00 

An  anthology  compiled  by  Denis  Loring,  containing  articles 
by  different  authors  on  the  subject  indicated.  Interesting  reading. 
248  pages,  illustrated,  hardbound. 

Low,  Lyman  H.,  HARD  TIMES  TOKENS.  (Stock  No. 
BLO-761)  $20.00 

Quality  reprint  of  Low's  classic  1900  work,  to  which  the 
Dunham  Easy  Finding  List  and  two  sets  of  illustrations  have  been 
added.  Contains  abundant  background  information  and  re¬ 
search  notes  not  given  in  the  Rulau  reference  on  the  subject 
(which  is  also  highly  recommended— to  which  refer).  One  of 
the  all-time  "great  books"  in  numismatics.  Ill  pages,  illustrated, 
hardbound. 

MacNeil,  Neil.  THE  PRESIDENT'S  MEDAL,  1789- 
1977.  (Stock  No.  BMA-713)  $12.50 

A  large  format,  profusely  illustrated  160-page  book  pertain¬ 
ing  to  inaugural  and  presidential  medals.  A  standard  reference 
on  the  subject.  No  longer  in  print — so  order  early! 

Merkin,  Lester.  CATALOGUE  OF  THE  LOUIS 
HELFENSTEIN  COLLECTION  OF  LARGE 
CENTS.  (Stock  No.  BME-750)  $25.00 

Sold  by  Lester  Merkin  in  August  1964,  this  collection  caus¬ 
ed  a  sensation  at  the  time  and  became  one  of  the  landmark 
events  in  American  auction  history.  The  Helfenstein  Collection, 
expertly  catalogued  and  including  many  superb  coins,  shattered 
just  about  every  price  record  in  existence!  For  years,  the  cata¬ 
logue  has  been  a  highly-prized  collectors'  item— hand  to  find— 
and  when  available  often  priced  at  $35  or  so.  Lester  Merkin, 
our  dealer  friend,  who  conducted  the  sale,  recently  came  across 
a  small  group  of  these  catalogues  and  sent  them  along  to  us — 
hence  the  present  offer.  We  have  a  limited  number  so  restrict 
our  sales  to  a  one-per-client  basis.  Included  is  a  list  of  prices 
realized.  And,  the  full  color  cover  is  so  nifty  that  it  is  worth 
framing! 

Miller,  Wayne.  THE  MORGAN  AND  PEACE  DOL¬ 
LAR  TEXTBOOK.  (Stock  No.  BMI-722)  $25.00 

A  delightful  book  on  silver  dollars,  and  probably  the  most 
useful  guide  you  will  ever  find  on  the  subject  Each  variety  has 
its  own  description,  with  characteristics.  261  pages,  illustrated 
(in  color),  hardbound. 
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Nelson,  Philip.  THE  COINAGE  OF  WILLIAM 
WOOD,  1722-1733.  (Stock  No.  BNE-715)  $7.50 

Reprint  ot  the  classic  work  describing  Hibernia  and  Rosa 
Americana  issues.  44  pages,  illustrated.  Softbound. 

Newcomb,  Howard  R.,  UNITED  STATES  COPPER 
CENTS  1816-1857.  (Stock  No.  BNE-798)  $45.00 

Reprint  ot  this  classic  work.  The  standard  reference  book  on 
die  varieties  of  copper  cents  of  the  period  indicated.  312  pages, 
illustrated,  hardbound. 


FASCINATING  READING! 

Orosz,  Dr.  |oel.  THE  EAGLE  THAT  IS  FOR¬ 
GOTTEN.  (Stock  No.  BOR-500)  $9.95.  Hard¬ 
bound  (Stock  No.  BOR-501)  $19.95 

This  great  book,  with  a  preface  by  Eric  P.  Newman,  tells  the 
story  of  a  pioneer  American  collector  who  formed  his  cabinet 
during  the  18th  century  and  who  was  involved  in  many  other 
collecting  and  intellectual  pursuits.  Virtually  all  of  the  infor¬ 
mation  in  this  book  will  be  new  to  even  the  most  advanced 
numismatic  researcher.  Here  is  a  volume  which  will  shed  new 
light  on  the  early  days  of  coin  collecting  in  America  and  which 
will  provide  an  evening  of  delightful  reading  entertainment! 


Pulcipher,  Robert  S.,  THE  PIONEER  WESTERN 
BANK-FIRST  OF  DENVER  1860-1980.  (Stock 
No.  BPU-749)  $39.95 

This  deluxe,  color-illustrated  volume  tells  the  story  of  one 
of  the  West's  most  famous  banks.  Particularly  important  to 
numismatists  is  a  wealth  of  information  concerning  early 
checks,  financial  documents,  banking  practices,  etc.  Including 
detailed  information  concerning  the  predecessor  to  the  bank, 
the  well-known  gold  minting  firm  of  Clark,  Gruber  &  Co.  (Il¬ 
lustrated  with  color  pictures  of  the  people  involved  in  this  ear¬ 
ly  firm!)  A  really  lavish  book  with  richly-tooled  and  stamped 
leatherette  cover.  Not  cheap,  but  worth  every  penny  of  its  price. 
220  pages,  deluxe  hardbound,  color  illustrated  Limited  edition. 

Radeker,  William  D„  COLLECTING  COINS  BY 
DESIGN:  A  TYPE  COLLECTOR'S  HAND¬ 
BOOK.  (Stock  No.  BRA-708)  $4.95 

Short  essays,  thoughts,  and  ideas  on  collecting  by  design 
types.  67  pages,  softbound.  Not  illustrated. 


USEFUL  REFERENCE! 

Reiver,  Jules.  VARIETY  IDENTIFICATION 
MANUAL  FOR  UNITED  STATES  QUARTER 
DOLLARS  1796-1838.  (Stock  No.  BRE-712)  $9.00 

A  quick  finding  guide  to  quarter  dollar  varieties  of  the  year, 
in  combination  with  revised  rarity  ratings.  40  pages,  illustrated. 
A  very  handy  manual  for  the  dealer,  specialist,  and  anyone  else 
interested  in  early  quarter  dollars. 


NEW  LISTING! 

Reiver,  Jules.  VARIETY  IDENTIFICATION 
MANUAL  FOR  UNITED  STATES  REEDED 
EDGE  HALF  DOLLARS  1836-1839.  (Stock  No. 
B RE-71 3)  $10.00 

A  60-page  guide  to  the  small-diameter  reeded  edge  half 
dollars  of  this  era,  by  one  of  America's  best  known  technical 
experts  on  the  subject.  Die  cracks  and  various  states  are  treated 
in  an  manner  that  will  satisfy  even  the  most  technically  mind¬ 
ed  among  our  readers. 


Enjoyment 

Dollar  for  dollar,  it  is  hard  to  find  more  enjoy¬ 
ment  anywhere  in  the  coin  hobby — or  anywhere 
else,  for  that  matter— than  among  the  books  we  of¬ 
fer  for  sale.  Pick  out  one,  two,  or  a  half  dozen,  and 
you  will  be  all  set  to  curl  up  for  many  evenings  of 
enjoyable  reading.  And,  at  the  same  time  you  will 
learn  more  about  rare  coins — knowledge  that  will 
be  benefit  lal  to  you  if  you  are  an  active  buyer  or 
seller. 


Rochette,  Ed.  THE  OTHER  SIDE  OF  THE  COIN. 
(Stock  No.  BRO-719)  $9.95 

Foreword  by  Ed  Reiter.  A  delightful  compendium  of  short 
stories  associated  with  coining  and  minting  around  the  world. 
Fascinating  reading  about  coins  of  the  American  West,  numis¬ 
matic  personalities,  paper  money,  organizations,  and  other  time¬ 
ly  topics.  Entertaining  and  educational— a  delightful  and,  in  the 
field  of  coin  books,  rare  combination.  200  pages,  169 
photographs,  softbound. 

Rochette,  Ed.,  MAKING  MONEY.  (Stock  No. 
BRO-720)  $9.95 

A  fascinating  book,  highly  enjoyable,  by  one  of  America's 
best-known  numismatic  writers.  In  this  150  page  illustrated  soft- 
bound  volume,  Ed  Rochette  regales  the  reader  with  many 
fascinating  stories  of  counterfeiters,  issuers  of  phony  numismatic 
pieces,  impostors,  and  the  like.  Definitely  worth  having— a  vol¬ 
ume  you  can  curl  up  and  spend  an  evening  with! 

Rulau,  Russell.  EARLY  AMERICAN  TOKENS  (PRE- 
1833).  (Stock  No.  BRU-781)  $4.95 

An  excellent  reference  concerning  early  trade  tokens  by  one 
of  America's  most  qualified  numismatic  scholars.  The  first  in 
a  series  of  publications,  which,  together,  constitute  a  library 
on  tokens  of  the  19th  century  and  earlier. 

Rulau,  Russell.  HARD  TIMES  TOKENS.  (Stock  No. 
BRU-783)  $4.95 

Covers  Hard  Times  tokens  of  the  1833-1844  era.  The  revision 
and  updating  of  the  classic  Lyman  H.  Low  reference,  with  many 
additions.  Much  historical  data.  58  pages,  illustrated,  softbound. 
With  prices  (as  are  all  of  the  Rulau  monographs). 


Rulau,  Russell.  U.S.  MERCHANTS' TOKENS  1845- 
1860.  (Stock  No.  BRU-785)  $9.95 

Another  standard  reference  by  this  prolific  author.  Delightful 
reading  concerning  the  tokens  of  this  era.  125  pages,  illustrated, 
softbound. 

Rulau,  Russell.  U.S.  TRADE  TOKENS,  1866-1889. 
(Stock  No.  BRU-787)  $12.95 

A  masterful  catalogue  of  these  absorbing  issues!  With  rarity 
and  price  information.  244  pages,  illustrated,  softbound. 

Rulau,  Russell.  TOKENS  OF  THE  GAY  NINETIES 
1890-1900.  (Stock  No.  BRU-788)  $12.95 

Russell  Rulau,  who  in  recent  times  has  been  America's  most 
prolific  chronicler  of  tokens,  has  done  it  again — with  a  really 
fascinating  168-page  softbound  volume  detailing  all  sorts  of 
tokens  and  related  items  from  this  colorful  period  in  American 
history.  A  "must"  for  anyone  interested  in  tokens  or  in  the 
romantic  era  covered. 

Rulau,  Russell  and  George  Fuld.  MEDALLIC  POR¬ 
TRAITS  OF  WASHINGTON.  (Stock  No.  BRU - 
789)  $29.95 

An  updated  and  vastly  revised  version  of  the  19th-century 
work  by  W.S.  Baker.  A  masterful  compilation  which  details 
Washington  pieces  from  the  1790s  through  the  19th  century. 
A  treasure  trove  of  information,  and  a  must  for  every  serious 
numismatist.  Highly  recommended!  307  pages,  profusely  il¬ 
lustrated,  softbound. 


RUSSELL  RULAU  LIBRARY  OFFER.  (Stock  No. 
BRU-795)  $55.00 

A  "library"  of  Russell  Rulau's  most  popular  books— our  stock 
numbers  BRU-781,  783,  785,  787,  and  789,  total  price  if  pur¬ 
chased  individually,  $62.75.  Order  them  all  at  once  and  you 
get  better  than  a  10%  discount! 

Schenkman,  David  E.,  CIVIL  WAR  SUTLER  TO¬ 
KENS  AND  CARDBOARD  SCRIP.  (Stock  No. 
BSC-773)  $27.50 

A  beautifully  illustrated  book,  by  one  of  America's  leading 
numismatic  scholars,  describing  "money"  issued  by  sutlers  who 
operated  "camp  stores"  with  military  units.  103  pages, 
hardbound. 

Schenkman,  David  E.,  MERCHANT  TOKENS  OF 
WASHINGTON,  D.C.  (Stock  No.  BSC-775) 
$20.00 

Magnificently  illustrated  listing  of  early  issues,  complete  with 
historical  information  and  fascinating  data.  80  pages, 
hardbound. 


Schmeider,  Thomas  K.,  COLLECTING  AND  IN¬ 
VESTING  IN  UNITED  STATES  SMALL  CENTS. 
(Stock  No.  BSC-780)  $10.00 

This  information-filled  text  gives  one  collector's  view  of  how 
to  go  about  getting  involved  in  small  cents.  Mintage  procedures, 
errors  and  varieties,  storage,  investment  charts,  and  other  things 
are  included.  Although  Flying  Eagle,  Indian,  and  Lincoln  cents 
are  collected  by  just  about  everyone,  there  is  little  literature 
available  concerning  them.  This  book  helps  remedy  the  situa¬ 
tion!  110  pages,  some  illustrations,  softbound. 

Stack,  Norman.  UNITED  STATES  TYPE  COINS. 
(Stock  No.  BST-706)  $15.00 

This  well-known  numismatist  and  author  presents  an  il¬ 
lustrated  history  of  the  federal  coinage.  A  very  nice  "portfolio" 
of  various  designs  from  the  earliest  years  onward.  ^6  pages, 
illustrated  in  color,  hardbound.  This  is  the  previous  edition  (see 
next  listing),  and  as  we  go  to  press  we  only  have  a  couple  doz¬ 
en  copies  remaining. 

Stack,  Norman.  (New  Edition)  UNITED  STATES 
TYPE  COINS.  (Stock  No.  BST-707)  $24.95. 

The  latest  edition,  with  updated  information,  of  Norman 
Stack's  popular  book  on  collecting  and  arranging  United  States 
coins  by  design  types  (see  preceding  listing). 

Stewart,  Frank  H.,  HISTORY  OF  THE  FIRST  U.S. 
MINT.  (Stock  No.  BST-714)  $30.00 

Reprint.  A  view  of  the  operations  of  the  Philadelphia  Mint 
in  the  early  days.  Written  by  the  man  who  subsequently  pur¬ 
chased  the  building  and,  for  reasons  perplexing  today,  ultimate¬ 
ly  demolished  it.  Valuable  reading— a  basic  text.  224  pages, 
illustrated,  hardbound. 

Storer,  Malcolm.  NUMISMATICS  OF  MASSACHU¬ 
SETTS.  (Stock  No.  B ST-71 9)  $35.00 

Reprint.  384  pages,  illustrated,  hardbound.  All  about  the 
tokens  of  Massachusetts— which  were  issued  in  a  fascinating 
and  prolific  quantity! 

Sullivan,  Edmund  B.,  AMERICAN  POLITICAL 
BADGES  AND  MEDALETS  1789-1892.  (Stock 
No.  BSU-761)  $60.00 

An  updating  and  revision  of  the  DeWitt  work,  this  treats  dif¬ 
ferent  numismatic  items  relating  to  presidential  campaigns— 
successful  candidates  as  well  as  obscure  and  minor  contenders. 
The  standard  reference  on  the  subject.  656  pages,  illustrated, 
hardbound. 

Sullivan,  Edmund  B.  and  Roger  A.  Fischer. 
AMERICAN  POLITICAL  RIBBONS  AND  RIB¬ 
BON  BADGES,  1825-1981.  (Stock  No.  BSU-763) 
$60.00 

A  large  format  book  illustrating  memorabilia  from  past 
political  campaigns— another  valuable  book  for  the  historian, 
researcher,  dealer,  and  Americana  enthusiast.  394  pages,  ex¬ 
tensively  illustrated,  hardbound. 

Swiatek,  Anthony  and  Walter  Breen.  SILVER  AND 
GOLD  COMMEMORATIVE  COINS  1892-1954. 
(Stock  No.  BSW-741)  $35.00 

A  large  format,  362-page,  hardbound  book  detailing  the 
history  of  various  commemorative  issues.  A  must  for  every 
reference  library.  Everything  you  wanted  to  know  about 
commemoratives— and  more— by  two  well  known  numisma¬ 
tic  authors. 

Swiatek,  Anthony.  THE  WALKING  LIBERTY  HALF 
DOLLAR.  (Stock  No.  BSW-743)  $9.95 

A  72-page  softbound  guide  to  one  of  America's  most  popular 
series.  Discusses  various  date  and  mintmark  varieties  individual¬ 
ly  and  gives  comments  concerning  their  availability. 

Taxay,  Don.  COUNTERFEIT,  MIS-STRUCK,  AND 
UNOFFICIAL  U.S.  COINS.  (Stock  No.  BTA-771) 
$10.00 

An  interesting  view  of  many  diverse  LJnited  Stales  issues  in¬ 
cluding  reslrikes  and  "fancy  pieces"  made  at  the  Mint  for  col¬ 
lectors,  deceptive  forgeries  made  by  private  individuals,  and 
other  items.  A  very  important  book  for  the  serious  numisamalist 
Books  such  as  this  contribute  to  a  great  awareness  of  coins,  re 
search  methods,  and  other  disciplines,  221  pages,  illustrated 
softbound. 
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Taxay,  Don.  U.S.  MINT  AND  COINAGE.  (Stock  No. 
BTA-774)  $35.00 

Dave  Bowers  was  once  asked  to  name  the  five  most  valuable 
books  ever  produced  on  the  subject  of  United  States  coinage, 
and  this  was  one  of  them!  This  reprint,  illustrated  and  hard¬ 
bound,  is  over  400  pages  in  length  and  discusses  in  detail  the 
operations  of  the  US  Mint  from  the  earliest  days  onward.  Lots 
of  fascinating  "behind  the  scenes"  information  is  provided- 
pleasures,  scandals,  little-known  information,  and  much  more. 
In  addition,  there  is  much  information  concerning  the  designs 
of  later  issues  from  the  20th  century— the  development  of  the 
Washington  quarter,  the  new  silver  designs  of  1916,  the  Buffa¬ 
lo  nickel,  and  others.  An  absolutely  essential  book  for  each 
and  every  person  interested  in  United  States  coins! 


IMPORTANT  REFERENCE 
Taglione,  Paul  S.,  A  REFERENCE  TO  U.S. 
FEDERAL  GOLD  COINAGE,  set  of  four 
volumes  covering  $1,  $2!^,  and  $3  gold  plus 
a  final  volume  titled  "An  Investment  Philoso¬ 
phy  for  the  Prudent  Consumer."  The  set:  (Stock 
No.  BTA-801)  $108.00 

This  set  of  four  softbound  manuals  embodies  painstaking  re¬ 
search  on  the  availability,  grading,  market  information,  etc. 
relating  to  the  subjects  studied.  The  author  goes  into  exhaustive 
detail  and  reveals  much  information  not  available  in  any  other 
single  printed  source.  The  first  volume  contains  an  introduc¬ 
tion  to  gold  coinage  plus  a  detailed  discussion  of  gold  dollars. 
The  second  volume  covers  quarter  eagles.  The  third  volume 
treats  $3  pieces,  while  the  fourth  volume  gives  much  technical 
information  on  investment  philosophies.  All  in  all  the  pages 
total  667  plus  various  un-numbered  introductory  pages.  Soft- 
bound,  not  illustrated. 

Much  technical  information  is  given  concerning  quantities 
minted,  quality  of  specimens  apt  to  be  encountered  (striking 
peculiarities,  availability  of  certain  coins  in  higher  grades,  etc.), 
and,  in  particular,  investment  commentary. 


Travers,  Scott  A.,  RARE  COIN  INVESTMENT 
STRATEGY.  (Stock  No.  BTR-700)  $19.95 

This  136-page  book,  well  illustrated,  hardbound,  and  with 
an  attractive  dust  jacket,  contains  many  useful  pointers  on  the 
subject  of  coins  as  an  investment.  The  chapter  titles  are  allur¬ 
ing  and  include  "Rare  Coin  Wealth  Building,"  "Assembling  a 
Collection  of  Top  Performers,"  "Making  a  Fortune  is  Condi¬ 
tional,"  and  other  timely  topics.  Several  introductory  pages  by 
Walter  Breen  are  sufficiently  fascinating  that  it's  a  shame  he 
wasn't  invited  to  contribute  a  chapter  or  two!  All  in  all,  here 
is  a  nifty  book  which  will  appeal  to  anyone  interested  in  the 
popular  subject  of  rare  coins  as  an  investment  medium. 


Valentine,  D.W.,  THE  UNITED  STATES  HALF 
DIMES.  (Stock  No.  BVA-706)  $40.00 

Quality  illustrated  hardbound  reprint  of  this  1931  classic,  with 
new  introduction  by  Q.  David  8owers  and  with  additional  ma¬ 
terial  by  Messrs.  Ahwash,  Breen,  Davis,  Neil,  and  Newlin— 
literally  a  "library"  on  this  interesting  denomination.  A  superb 
book  and  the  standard  reference  in  the  field. 


Confidential  Discount  Offer! 

For  any  order  of  books  totaling  up  to 
$99.99  at  our  list  prices,  from  Rare  Coin 
Review  No.  71,  take  a  confidential  10% 
discount!  For  book  orders  of  $100  or 
more,  take  a  confidential  20%  discount! 
Just  write  "10%  book  discount"  or  "20% 
book  discount"  on  your  order  blank,  as 
the  case  may  be,  so  we  will  honor  the 
offer.  If  you  telephone  your  order  and 
charge  it  to  your  credit  card,  be  sure  to 
mention  it  as  well.  This  offer  is  for  a 
limited  time  only  and  will  not  be  adver¬ 
tised  publicly! 


Van  Allen,  Leroy  and  A.  George  Mallis.  MORGAN 
AND  PEACE  SILVER  DOLLARS.  (Stock  No. 
BVA-726)  $29.95 

A  large  and  lavish  316-page,  illustrated,  hardbound  book 
describing  in  detail  the  background  and  production  of  Morgan 
and  Peace  dollars,  the  minting  and  melting,  and  providing  the 
reader  with  an  incredibly  detailed  listing  of  minute  die  varieties. 
An  essential  text  for  those  involved  in  the  popular  silver  dollar 
series — a  standard  reference. 

Veseley,  Zdenek.  CATALOGUE  OF  COIN 
DESIGNERS  AND  ENGRAVERS.  (Stock  No. 
BVE-744)  $11.00 

A  listing  in  alphabetical  order  of  designers  and  engravers  from 
various  countries,  and  their  works.  262  pages,  reproduced  from 
typewritten  text,  some  illustrations,  softbound. 

Webb,  Val  J.,  CAMEO  PROOFS  1950-1964.  (Stock 
No.  BWE-751)  $14.95 

A  discussion  of  cameo  or  "frosted"  Proof  coins  of  the  years 
indicated.  Interesting!  115  pages,  illustrated,  softbound. 

White,  Weimar  W.,  THE  LIBERTY  SEATED  DOL¬ 
LAR  1840-1873.  (Stock  No.  BWH-759)  $10.00 

An  83-page,  softbound,  illustrated  commentary  on  the  Lib¬ 
erty  Seated  dollar  series,  including  information  on  grading,  in¬ 
vestment  ideas  and  theories,  and  an  analysis  by  date,  including 
estimated  quantities  of  surviving  pieces  in  various  grades. 


A  CLASSIC  REFERENCE! 

Winter,  Douglas.  CHARLOTTE  MINT  GOLD 
COINS.  (Stock  No.  BWI-812),  softbound. 
$14.95;  (Stock  No.  BWI-813),  hardbound. 
$29.95. 

Written  by  Douglas  Winter,  this  book  discusses  each  and 
every  Charlotte  Mint  gold  coin,  including  characteristics,  rari¬ 
ty,  and  numerous  other  factors.  This  standard  reference  in  the 
field  has  been  highly  acclaimed.  It  is  a  "must"  for  the  library 
of  every  serious  gold  coin  collector. 


Willem,  John  M.,  THE  UNITED  STATES  TRADE 
DOLLAR.  (Stock  No.  BWI-757)  $20.00 

Reprint  of  the  1959  work,  an  extremely  detailed  study  of  the 
trade  dollar,  with  emphasis  on  the  historical  background,  the 
Coinage  Act  of  1873,  and  other  data,  together  with  informa¬ 
tion  on  trade  coins  of  other  nations.  Standard  historical  reference 
on  the  series.  191  pages,  some  illustrations,  hardbound. 

Yeoman,  R.S.,  A  GUIDE  BOOK  OF  UNITED 
STATES  COINS.  (Stock  No.  BYE-740)  $6.95 

The  standard  reference  on  United  States  coins.  One  of  the 
10  best-selling  books  in  general  publishing  history.  Contains 
listings  and  prices  for  United  States  colonial,  regular,  com¬ 
memorative,  and  territorial  coins.  256  pages,  illustrated, 
hardbound. 

Books  on  U.S.  Currency 

The  following  books  have  as  their  subjects 
various  aspects  of  United  States  currency  notes,  a 
fascinating  field! 

THE  BUREAU  OF  ENGRAVING  AND  PRINTING, 
THE  FIRST  HUNDRED  YEARS  1862-1962. 
(Stock  No.  BBU-830)  $25.00 

Reprint.  The  history  of  paper  money  and  related  products 
produced  by  the  federal  government.  Interesting  background 
information.  199  pages,  illustrated,  hardbound. 


Likes  His  Washington  Piece 

The  following  is  from  H.K.: 

"Dear  Liz  Arlin: 

"Many  thanks  to  you  and  your  organization  for 
the  handsome  'WASHINGTON  BORN  VIRGINIA' 
restrike  cent.  It  is  a  fine  addition  to  the  colonial  sec¬ 
tion  of  my  collection.  I  hope  you  will  continue  to 
offer  unusual  collector-type  pieces  at  reasonable 
prices." 


NOW  AGAIN  AVAILABLE! 

Criswell,  Grover  C.,  CONFEDERATE  AND 
SOUTHERN  STATES  BONDS.  Second  Edition, 
1980  (the  latest  edition  in  print).  (Stock  No. 
BCR-151)  $24.95 

This  volume  is  one  of  the  great  classics  in  the  field,  the  stan¬ 
dard  work  on  the  subject.  Various  types  of  Confederate  and 
other  Southern  bonds  are  illustrated,  described  in  detail,  and 
priced.  An  invaluable  reference  on  this  very  popular  subject, 
by  one  of  America's  best  known  professional  numismatists.  374 
pages,  hardbound. 


CLASSIC  WORK! 

Friedberg,  Robert.  PAPER  MONEY  OF 
THE  UNITED  STATES.  (Stock  No.  BFR-840) 
$19.50 

New  11th  edition  with  additions  and  revision  by  Ira  S. 
and  Arthur  L.  Friedberg.  This  large-format  quality  hard¬ 
bound  book  is  the  standard  reference  on  the  subject  of 
United  States  paper  money  and  is  extensively  illustrated 
throughout.  A  must  for  every  library. 


Hessler,  Gene.  THE  COMPREHENSIVE  CATA¬ 
LOGUE  OF  UNITED  STATES  PAPER  MONEY. 
(Stock  No.  BHE-850)  $19.50 

This  502-page,  illustrated,  softbound  book  gives  much  infor¬ 
mation  not  readily  available  elsewhere  and  is  a  veritable  "li¬ 
brary"  on  the  subject  of  American  paper  money.  In  many 
instances,  the  production  totals  are  given  for  different  notes, 
rarity  data  for  certain  notes  and  sheets  are  provided,  and  related 
series  are  discussed.  An  essential  volume  for  the  beginning  or 
serious  collector  of  paper  money. 

Hessler,  Gene.  U.S.  ESSAY,  PROOF  AND 
SPECIMEN  NOTES.  (Stock  No.  BHE-852)  $1950 

The  definitive  text  on  proof  and  specimen  notes — the 
background  to  regular  issues.  224  pages,  hardbound,  profuse¬ 
ly  illustrated.  A  masterful  work. 

Kelley,  Don  C.,  NATIONAL  BANK  NOTES,  A 
GUIDE  WITH  PRICES.  (Stock  No.  BKE-845) 
$45.00 

Second  edition  of  this  large,  illustrated  hardbound  volume 
with  over  300  pages  of  information,  detailed  data,  and  prices 
for  bank  notes— with  much  valuable  and  interesting  informa¬ 
tion.  This  is  an  expanded  revision  of  an  earlier  work  which  re¬ 
ceived  the  coveted  Robert  Friedberg  Award  from  the  Professional 
Numismatists  Guild.  A  super  volume  which  belongs  in  every 
paper  money  library. 

Krause,  Chester  and  Robert  Lemke.  STANDARD 
CATALOGUE  OF  U.S.  PAPER  MONEY.  (Stock 
No.  BKR-860)  $14.50 

An  excellent  guide  to  United  States  paper  money  notes,  large 
and  small  sizes.  211  pages,  illustrated,  softbound.  This  is  the 
4th  edition.  A  somewhat  smaller  5th  edition,  hardbound,  is 
also  available— see  following  listing. 

Krause,  Chester  and  Robert  Lemke.  STANDARD 
CATALOGUE  OF  UNITED  STATES  PAPER 
MONEY.  New  5th  edition.  Hardbound.  (Stock 
No.  BKR-861)  $18.95 

The  latest  edition  of  this  classic  work  gives  much  informa¬ 
tion  on  various  large-size  and  small-size  currency  issues,  plus 
a  wealth  of  data  on  national  bank  notes,  currency  errors,  and 
other  popular  items. 

Mitchell,  Ralph  A.  and  Neil  Shafer.  STANDARD 
CATALOGUE  OF  DEPRESSION  SCRIP  OF  THE 
UNITED  STATES  IN  THE  1930s.  (Stock  No. 
BMI-865)  $27.50 

All  you  ever  wanted  to  know— and  more —  about  this  in¬ 
teresting  era  in  American  monetary  history,  a  time  when  com¬ 
munities  all  across  the  map  issued  temporary  certificates  so 
business  could  be  conducted  when  President  Roosevelt  closed 
the  banks!  More  illustrations  than  you  can  easily  count  312 
pages,  softbound. 
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Special  Values  on  Great  Books! 


O'Donnell.  Charles.  MODERN  U.S.  PAPER  MON¬ 
EY.  (Stock  No.  BOD-880)  $15.00 

Describes  small-size  notes  of  our  own  era.  Much  informa¬ 
tion.  336  pages,  illustrated,  softbound. 


Prather,  Dewitt  G.,  UNITED  STATES  NA¬ 
TIONAL  BANK  NOTES  AND  THEIR  SEALS. 
Hardbound.  (Stock  No.  B PR-885)  $40.00 

This  elegant  book,  obviously  a  'labor  of  love”  on  the  part 
of  the  author,  contains  numerous  color  plates  reproducing  seals 
of  the  various  states.  The  main  part  of  the  text  consists  of  sepa¬ 
rate  discussions,  illustrated,  of  the  different  states,  together  with 
artistic  and  technical  considerations  pertaining  to  the  designs. 
197  pages. 


Books  on  World 
and  Ancient  Issues 

The  following  books  are  in  the  various  fields 
associated  with  world  coins,  world  paper  money, 
and  ancient  coins.  We  recommend  them  highly! 

Bruce,  Dial,  and  Rhodes.  STANDARD  GUIDE  TO 
SOUTH  ASIAN  COINS  AND  PAPER  MONEY. 
(Stock  No.  BBR-905)  $42.50 

A  608-page,  illustrated,  hardbound  guide  to  this  important 
area. 


BRAND  NEW  EDITION! 

Krause,  Chester  and  Clifford  Mishler.  STAN¬ 
DARD  CATALOG  OF  WORLD  COINS,  new 
1989  edition,  softbound.  (Stock  No.  BKR-923) 
$33.95 

Chuck  Krause  and  Clifford  Mishler  have  done  it  again— except 
that  this  brand  new  volume  is  even  bigger — how  about  1,792 
pages  plus  covers!!!  Suffice  it  to  say  that  no  library  on  the  sub¬ 
ject  is  complete  without  this  book.  Here  is  enough  reading  for 
two  weeks,  four  days,  and  seven  hours  on  a  desert  island! 


Krause,  Chester  L.  and  Clifford  Mishler.  STAN¬ 
DARD  CATALOG  OF  WORLD  GOLD  COINS. 
(Stock  No.  BKR-333)  $45.00 

This  640-page  reference  lists  and  prices  by  date  and  mink- 
mark  the  various  gold  coin  issues  from  1601  to  present.  Soft- 
bound,  illustrated. 


CLASSIC  REFERENCE 

Mattingly,  Harold.  ROMAN  COINS.  (Stock 
No.  BMA-900)  $30.00 

300  pages  plus  64  additional  pages  of  plates.  A  reprint  of 
this  classic  1927  work  on  the  coins  of  Rome,  with  narrative  text 
giving  the  background  of  Republican,  Imperial,  later  Imperial, 
Provincial,  and  other  coinages. 


RECENTLY  PUBLISHED! 

Bruce,  Colin  R.  II.  UNUSUAL  WORLD 
COINS:  A  STANDARD  CATALOGUE  OF 
WORLD  COINS— COMPANION  LISTING 
AND  PRICE  GUIDE  OF  NOVEL  NON¬ 
CIRCULATING  COINS.  (Stock  No.  BBR-907) 
$14.95 

This  volume  discusses  privately-produced  coins,  "fantasies," 
coins  produced  especially  for  collectors  (but  not  used  exten¬ 
sively  as  legal  tender  in  the  countries  indicated),  and  so  on — 
lots  of  fascinating  numismatic  issues,  most  of  which  are  il¬ 
lustrated  together  with  market  values.  The  author,  of  course, 
is  one  of  the  best  known  authorities  in  the  world  coin  field. 


Doty,  Richard  C.,  MONEY  OF  THE  WORLD.  (Stock 
No.  B  DO-907)  $30.00 

A  large  and  handsomely  illustrated  book  on  coins  of  all  eras. 
Written  by  one  of  America's  most  prominent  numismatic  ex¬ 
perts,  formerly  a  respected  curator  at  the  American  Numisma¬ 
tic  Society,  now  with  The  Smithsonian  Institution.  A  nice 
overview  of  the  coinage  from  the  earliest  days  of  centuries  ago 
right  down  to  the  present  era.  240  pages,  illustrated,  hardbound. 

Douglas,  Duane  D.,  ENCYCLOPEDIA  OF  MEX¬ 
ICAN  PAPER  MONEY.  (Stock  No.  BDO-915) 
$22.50 

A  368-page,  illustrated,  softbound  guide  to  paper  money  from 
south  of  the  border.  The  standard  reference  on  the  subject. 


Pick,  Albert.  STANDARD  CATALOGUE  OF 
WORLD  PAPER  MONEY,  VOLUME  1.  (Stock 
No.  B PI-304)  $35.00 

This,  the  first  volume  of  a  two-volume  set,  gives  detailed 
coverage  of  commercial  and  restricted-circulation  notes 
documenting  250  years  of  issues,  345  issuing  authorities — a 
listing  of  16,300  notes  accompanied  by  7,600  photographs!  All 
you  want  to  know— and  probably  much  more — about  the  sub¬ 
ject  indicated,  all  by  one  of  the  world's  leading  authorities.  928 
pages,  hardbound. 

Pick,  Albert.  STANDARD  CATALOGUE  OF 
WORLD  PAPER  MONEY,  VOLUME  2.  (Stock 
No.  BPI-305)  $35.00 

A  companion  to  the  above-listed  reference,  this  lists  all  legal 
tender  (regular  circulating  notes)  of  various  national  govern¬ 
ments,  full  coverage  of  the  18th  through  the  20th  century.  Cov¬ 
ered  are  notes  by  260  issuing  authorities.  All  in  all,  21,000  notes 
are  listed,  accompanied  by  9,600  original  photographs.  Virtually 
a  library  on  the  subject  of  paper  money!  1,087  pages, 
hardbound. 


NEW  EDITION! 

Schon,  Gunter.  1988-1989  WORLD  COIN 
CATALOG UE-20TH  CENTURY.  (Stock  No. 
BSC-950)  $24.95 

The  new  sixth  edition  of  this  well-known  work.  Over  1,000 
pages  are  used  to  describe  over  10,000  coins.  Over  3,000 
photographs  are  included.  A  standard  reference. 


Draskovic,  Frank.  STANDARD  PRICE  GUIDE  OF 
WORLD  CROWNS  AND  TALERS.  (Stock  No. 
BDR-910)  $19.50 

An  important  reference,  560  pages  in  length,  illustrated,  soft- 
bound,  to  collectors  of  these  popular  series— by  one  of  the 
leading  experts  in  the  field. 


SPECIAL  DISCOUNT  SALE! 

Krause,  Chester  and  Clifford  Mishler.  STAN¬ 
DARD  CATALOG  OF  WORLD  COINS,  1988 
EDITION,  softbound.  (Stock  No.  BKR-921) 
Regularly  $29.95,  special  clearance  price: 
$18.00. 

This  volume,  still  current  for  nearly  all  listings,  is  offered  at 
a  tremendous  discount  saving  you  nearly  $12!  Use  it  togeth¬ 
er  with  the  next  edition  (see  (ollrxving  listing)  for  a  comparison 
of  price  c  hanges,  etc  ,  to  determine  market  movement  A  great 
volume'  1,612  pages 


Shortt,  Adam.  CANADIAN  CURRENCY,  EX¬ 
CHANGE  AND  FINANCE  DURING  THE 
FRENCH  PERIOD.  (Stock  No.  BSH-934) 
Published  at  $63.00.  SPECIAL  $39.95 

A  compendium  of  articles  edited  and  introduced  by  Adam 
Shortt.  Originally  published  in  1925,  reprinted  in  two  volumes 
in  1968.  Quality  hardbound,  total  of  1,127  pages.  An  excellent 
reference  source  on  early  money  of  Canada.  A  must  for  the 
advanced  numismatic  library.  Two-volume  set.  Included  are 
original  documents  from  the  Canadian  Archives,  with  many 
references  to  French-Canadian  colonial  coins  and  card  mon¬ 
ey.  An  excellent  source  reference  of  early  money  of  Canada, 
and  a  "must"  for  the  advanced  numismatic  library— including 
collectors  of  United  States  coins.  Highly  recommended! 

deClermont,  Andre  P.  and  John  Wheeler.  SPINK'S 
CATALOGUE  OF  BRITISH  COLONIAL  AND 
COMMONWEALTH  COINS.  (Stock  No. 
BWH-900)  $40.00 

This  new  book  is  destined  to  become  the  standard  reference 
in  the  field  704  pages  in  length,  hardbound,  and  profusely 


illustrated,  the  volume  details  all  British  colonial  and  Com¬ 
monwealth  issues,  including  Canada,  West  Indies,  Central 
Africa,  India,  New  Zealand,  etc.  A  hefty  volume  which  is  sure 
to  be  enjoyed. 

Yeoman,  R.S.,  A  CATALOGUE  OF  MODERN 
WORLD  COINS,  1850-1964.  (Stock  No. 
BYE-940)  $9.95 

Revised  and  edited  by  Arthur  and  Ira  Friedberg.  Published 
by  Whitman.  The  latest  edition  it  over  500  pages  in  length  and 
contains  a  wealth  of  information.  Illustrated,  softbound. 

NOSTALGIA  SPECIAL! 

While  the  tape  cassettes  we  offer  have  nothing 
to  do  with  rare  coins,  they  do  bring  back  memo¬ 
ries  of  “the  good  old  days"  from  the  earlier  part 
of  the  century  and  are  very  enjoyable  to  listen  to. 

These  cassettes  sell  for  $8.95  each,  but  we  will 
pretend  that  they  are  “books,"  so  that  if  you  take 
advantage  of  our  special  confidential  discount  of 
20%  (subject  to  terms  mentioned  in  the  introduc¬ 
tion  to  the  Books  for  Sale  section),  they  will  be 
available  for  less  than  that.  So,  you  might  want  to 
buy  all  five!  We've  listened  to  these  cassettes 
ourselves,  have  enjoyed  them,  and  now  offer  them 
to  you. 

THE  GLORIOUS  REGINA  MUSIC  BOX,  VOLUME 

I.  Waltzes  and  Vaudeville  songs.  (Stock  No. 
Music-1)  $8.95 

28  tunes  totally,  including  The  Blue  Danube,  In  the  Good 
Old  Summertime,  My  Old  Kentucky  Home,  Wedding  of  the 
Winds,  Dixie,  etc. 

THE  GLORIOUS  REGINA  MUSIC  BOX,  VOLUME 

II.  Cakewalks,  rags,  and  marches.  (Stock  No. 
Music-2)  $8.95 

With  28  tunes,  including  Porcupine  Rag,  Tickled  to  Death, 
Florida  Rag,  Stars  and  Stripes  Forever,  Mockingbird,  Under  the 
Double  Eagle  (Aha — coin  collectors  should  like  this!), 
Washington  Post  March,  Georgia  Camp  Meeting,  etc.  We 
should  mention  that  this  and  the  preceding  cassette  have  been 
recorded  on  a  Style  38  coin-operated  automatic  disc-changing 
music  instrument  made  by  the  Regina  Music  Box  Company  of 
Rahway,  New  Jersey,  in  the  year  1900. 

GOSPEL  PLAYER  PIANO.  (Stock  No.  Music-3) 
$8.95 

Featuring  hymns  accompanied  by  vocals  by  R.P.  Bruce  Mac 
Gregor,  including  When  the  Roll  is  Called  Up  Yonder,  Lead 
Kindly  Light,  Church  in  the  Wildwood,  How  Great  Thou  Art, 
Amazing  Grace,  etc. 

GOOD  OLD-FASHIONED  PLAYER  PIANO  MU¬ 
SIC,  VOLUME  II. 

A  nifty  cassette  featuring  lots  of  good  old-time  melodies,  in¬ 
cluding  You  Always  Hurt  the  One  You  Love,  Stars  and  Stripes 
Forever,  Sweet  Georgia  Brown,  California  Here  I  Come,  When 
the  Saints  Come  Marching  In,  Bill  Bailey  Won't  You  Please 
Come  Home,  etc.  (Stock  No.  Music-4)  $8.95 

GOOD  OLD-FASHIONED  PLAYER  PIANO  MU¬ 
SIC,  VOLUME  III.  (Stock  No.  Music-5)  $8.95 

Another  cassette  with  different  player  piano  tunes,  a  whole 
collection  of  them,  with  just  a  few  titles  being  I'm  Looking  Over 
a  Four  Leaf  Clover,  Up  a  Lazy  River,  San  Francisco,  What  a  Girl! 
What  a  Night!,  I  Wish  I  Could  Shimmy  Like  My  Sister  Kate, 
Waiting  for  the  Robert  E.  Lee,  etc.  This  and  the  other  player 
piano  cassettes  were  recorded  on  an  "Autopiano"  made  circa 
1923,  and  now  in  the  Roehl  Collection  in  New  York 


"The  Quality  Was  Fantastic" 

The  following  is  a  letter  from  T.B.  to  Frank  Van 
Valen: 

"I  am  writing  to  tell  you  how  much  I  enjoyed  my 
most  recent  selection  in  your  Collection  Portfolio 
Program,  of  a  1916  Walking  Liberty  half  dollar.  The 
quality  was  fantastic. 

“I  really  appreciate  the  selection,  and  also  the 
things  you  have  sent  me  in  the  past." 


F, igf  88  Rare  (  o in  Rf'view  No.  71 


Special  Values  on  Great  Books! 


Hewitt  Research  Reprint  Offering! 


We  contracted  with  Lee  F.  Hewitt,  the  late  publisher  of 
The  Numismatic  Scrapbook  Magazine,  to  acquire  the  un¬ 
sold  remainder  of  his  "Hewitt's  Numismatic  Information 
Series"  reprints  issued  many  years  ago.  In  recent  times, 
these  publications  have  been  out  of  print  and  have,  when 
available,  been  priced  at  $5  to  $10  per  copy,  or  even  more. 
Particularly  elusive  and  in  demand  have  been  Walter 
Breen's  specialized  monographs  on  United  States  gold 
coins— the  only  references  available  which  discuss  these 
coins  by  minute  die  varieties. 

The  following  offering  is  made  subject  to  prior  sale.  For 
some  of  the  titles  we  have  very  few  copies  on  hand.  The 
way  books  sell  around  here,  it's  a  sure  bet  that  before  long 
a  "sold  out"  notice  will  be  posted.  So,  if  you  want  to  add 
these  valuable  items  to  your  library,  now  is  the  time  to 
order  them.  We  note  parenthetically  that  these  research 
guides  were  originally  published  at  prices  from  75  cents 
to  $2  each — with  these  prices  being  printed  on  the  covers. 
Prices  we  charge  are  more  than  that,  but  are  still  less  than 
they  might  sell  for  on  the  out-of-print  book  market— just 
as  a  group  of  six  early  Rare  Coin  Review  copies  recently 
sold  for  over  $250  for  the  group — many  multiples  of  the 
price  we  originally  sold  them  for! 

Of  course,  each  monograph  is  guaranteed  to  please.  Or¬ 
der  early! 

Dies  and  Coinage,  by  Walter  Breen.  35  pages.  An  ex¬ 
cellent  discussion  of  how  dies  are  prepared  and  how  coins 
are  made— a  classic.  (Stock  No.  BHR-1)  $6.00 

Major  Varieties  of  U.S.  Gold  Dollars,  by  Walter  Breen. 
A  gold  mine  of  information  for  the  specialist — all  about 
die  varieties,  rarity,  and  so  on.  We  use  the  Bowers  and 
Merena  Galleries  reference  library  copy  continuously,  and 
you'll  use  yours  as  well!  24  pages.  (Stock  No.  BHR-2)  $8.00 

Major  Varieties  of  the  United  States  Three-Dollar  Gold 
Pieces,  by  Walter  Breen.  A  companion  monograph  to  the 


preceding,  this  tells  all  about  $3  pieces,  their  varieties,  rar¬ 
ity  of  each,  and  so  on— another  treasure  trove  of  data!  24 
pages.  (Stock  No.  BHR-3)  $8.00 

Varieties  of  United  States  Half  Eagles  1839-1929,  by 

Walter  Breen.  Charlotte  and  Dahlonega  coins,  Philadel¬ 
phia  issues,  San  Francisco  and  New  Orleans  issues — die 
varieties,  rarity  information,  you  name  it  and  you'll  find 
it!  Another  valuable  guide.  45  pages.  (Stock  No.  BHR-4) 
$10.00 

United  States  Eagles,  by  Walter  Breen.  This  dandy 
59-page  monograph  covers  the  entire  series  from  1795 
through  1933  and  gives  much  information  not  available 
elsewhere.  Still  another  "must"  for  any  serious  collector 
of  gold  coins.  (Stock  No.  BHR-5)  $12.00 

SPECIAL  OFFER  ON  WALTER  BREEN'S  GOLD 
MONOGRAPHS:  Buy  one  of  each  of  the  gold 
monographs  listed  earlier,  Stock  Nos.  BHR-2  through 
BHR-5  inclusive,  four  different  titles.  Our  regular  price 
totals  $38.  Special  Deal:  $25!  Request  Stock  No.  BHR-6, 
$25,  when  you  order  the  set. 

How  United  States  Coins  are  Made,  by  Walter  Thomp¬ 
son.  One  of  America's  foremost  numismatic  scholars 
discusses  minting  procedures  and  coin  preparation,  il¬ 
lustrated  with  many  views  of  what's  going  on— a 
fascinating  monograph.  Although  the  book  is  only  48 
pages  in  length,  it  contains  11  chapters!  You'll  enjoy 
reading  it.  (Stock  No.  BHR-7)  $6.00 

Indian  Cent  Date  Varieties,  by  Capt.  Otto  C.  Steinberger. 
A  handy  15-page  monograph  on  Indian  cents,  listed  by 
dates,  with  die  characteristics,  recutting,  interesting  infor¬ 
mation  concerning  each.  A  couple  of  years  ago,  when  we 
were  doing  some  research  on  the  Indian  cent  series,  we 
couldn't  lay  our  hands  on  a  copy  of  this  and  had  to  bor¬ 
row  one  from  the  A.N.A.  Library!  You  don't  have  to  do 


this,  if  you  order  now  while  our  supply  lasts.  (Stock  No. 
BHR-8)  $4.00 

United  States  Numismatic  Dictionary,  by  Ted  N. 

Weissbuch  and  Lee  F.  Hewitt.  Can  you  define  such  terms 
as  "Louisiana  cent,"  "mill,"  "fip,"  and  "Fractional  Curren¬ 
cy  Shield"?  Well,  you  can  define  these  and  many  other 
numismatic  words  and  terms  if  you  have  this  39-page 
monograph.  (Stock  No.  BHR-10)  $5.00 

How  To  Read  Greek  Coins,  by  Paul  Pennington.  22-page 
monograph  on  how  to  decipher  the  legends  found  on 
these  pieces.  Interesting  and  informative.  (Stock  No. 

BHR-11)  $4.00 

A  Tentative  Checklist  of  Spanish-American  Bust-Type 
Silver,  by  Robert  M.  Ramsay.  A  large,  67-page,  invaluable 
monograph  covering  coins  issued  in  Mexico,  Peru,  and 
other  Central  and  South  American  areas  under  Spanish 
influence.  A  must  for  the  numismatist.  (Stock  No.  BHR-12) 
$10.00 

Prisoner  of  War  Monies  and  Medals,  by  Arlie  R. 
Slabaugh.  A  fascinating  monograph  covering  prisoner  of 
war  money,  not  only  concentration  camps  of  the  Nazi  era, 
but  also  money  issued  here  in  the  United  States  and  used 
by  prisoners  of  war  who  were  interned  in  dozens  of  dif¬ 
ferent  towns  in  the  various  states — plus  other  listings — 
plus  lots  of  text.  A  valuable  monograph  for  the  numisma¬ 
tist  as  well  as  the  student  of  World  War  II.  (Stock  No. 
BHR-13)  $10.00 

ANOTHER  SPECIAL  OFFER  OF  HEWITT  REPRINTS: 

Here  is  a  composite  offering  with  various  titles  to  appeal 
to  the  numismatist  with  eclectic  interests:  one  each  of 
BHR-7  ($6);  BHR-8  ($4);  and  BHR-12  ($10).  These  three 
monographs,  if  purchased  separately  total  $20,  but  order 
(Stock  No.  BHR-14)— representing  this  Special  Offer— and 
take  all  three  away  for  just  $12  for  the  group. 


Mark  Twain's  $50  Passport  to  Adventure 


The  following  letter  to  the  editor  was  printed 
in  The  Numismatist,  September  1988,  and 
discusses  a  book  we  publish— and  gives  some 
interesting  sidelights: 

I  enjoyed  reading  Robert  Obojski's  review  of 
Dave  Bowers'  The  Numismatist's  Bedside 
Companion  (May  1988,  pp.  901-03), 
especially  the  excerpt  dealing  with  Samuel 
Clemens'  experiences  in  and  around  the  mining 
camps  of  Virginia  City,  Nevada.  In  this  excerpt, 
we  see  Clemens  (a.k.a.  Mark  Twain)  as  a  witness 
to  a  part  of  America's  numismatic  history.  Your 
readers  may  be  interested  to  learn  that  Clemens' 
own  history  was  shaped  by  an  event  that  has  nu¬ 
mismatic  interest. 

Samuel  Clemens  grew  up,  of  course,  in  Han¬ 
nibal,  Missouri,  but  he  spent  his  early  20s  in 
Keokuk,  Iowa,  working  in  his  brother  Orion's 
print  shop.  Now,  Orion  hadn't  much  of  a  head 
for  business,  so  he  rarely  was  able  to  pay  Sam 
regular  wages,  just  enough  to  keep  him  in  cigars. 
This  was  not  a  pressing  problem  for  Sam,  but  a 
growing  one.  He  was  an  ambitious  young  man, 
and  all  through  the  summer  and  fall  of  1856  his 
ambitions  not  only  grew,  but  also  took  shape. 

Sam  worked  in  the  print  shop  all  day,  but  in 
the  evening  he  sat  up  late  and  read  and  talked. 
Both  his  reading  and  his  conversation  were  of  the 
Amazon  River.  He  saw  the  Amazon  as  bigger  and 


"He  looked  again 
and  saw  it  was  a  $50 
banknote /' 

wilder  than  the  Mississippi,  a  place  where  a 
young  man  could  make  his  fortune.  Sam  would 
have  left  for  South  America  in  a  minute,  if  it 
weren't  for  one  problem:  he  was  flat  broke  and 
had  no  chance  of  ever  getting  ahead  while  he 
lived  in  Keokuk. 

Then,  one  cold  November  day  in  1856,  his  luck 
changed.  He  was  walking  down  Main  Street,  his 
head  down  because  the  wind  was  fierce.  Sud¬ 
denly,  he  saw  a  brightly  colored  scrap  of  paper 
float  by  and  stick  to  the  wall  of  a  building.  He 
looked  again  and  saw  that  it  was  a  $50  bank  note. 
It  was  the  most  money  he  had  ever  seen  at  one 
time. 

Now,  Sam  was  an  honest  man,  so  he  advertis¬ 
ed  his  find.  But,  when  no  one  claimed  the  mon¬ 
ey  after  four  days,  he  guessed  Providence  meant 
it  for  him.  He  was  off  to  the  Amazon! 

His  first  step  was  to  buy  a  riverboat  ticket  to 
Cincinnati.  Now,  you  might  think  Cincinnati  was 
in  the  wrong  direction,  but  Sam  was  hardly  so 


naive  as  to  think  he  could  get  to  South  America 
on  $50.  In  Cincinnati  he  found  work  for  several 
months,  saved  his  money  and  finally  was  ready. 
He  booked  passage  to  New  Orleans. 

The  trip  to  New  Orleans  proved  a  great  adven¬ 
ture.  Near  Louisville,  Kentucky,  the  boat  got  hung 
up  on  some  rocks.  Sam  became  acquainted  with 
the  boat's  pilot  and  mate,  and,  once  they  floated 
free,  he  even  was  allowed  to  steer  a  bit  during 
some  daylight  watches.  When  he  arrived  in  New 
Orleans,  he  inquired  when  the  next  ship  left  for 
Para,  at  the  mouth  of  the  Amazon.  That  moment 
marked  the  end  of  his  dream.  He  was  told  the 
next  ship  might  leave  in  10  or  12  years,  certainly 
no  sooner. 

What  did  he  do  next?  Well,  what  could  he  do? 
He  looked  up  the  pilot  of  the  boat  he  had  come 
downriver  on,  a  man  named  Bixby,  and  begged 
to  be  taken  on  as  his  cub.  In  time,  Sam  became 
a  riverboat  pilot  himself,  and  the  rest,  as  they  say, 
is  history. 

just  think,  it  all  started  with  a  $50  bank  note 
that  was  lost  on  the  streets  of  Keokuk.  I  live  in 
Keokuk,  and  I  never  walk  past  the  corner  of  Fifth 
and  Main  without  looking  for  a  fluttering  note 
of  my  own.  But  even  more  than  that— a  lot 
more — I'd  like  to  have  the  bank  note  that  Samuel 
Clemens  found.  Maybe  someday  I  will! 

Thomas  P.  Gardner,  ANA  113845 
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Special  Values  on  Great  Books! 


A  Special  Offering  of  Vestal  Press  Books 


We  are  pleased  to  present  in  this  issue  of  the  Rare 
Coin  Review  an  offering  of  some  of  the  best-selling 
books  produced  by  the  Vestal  Press.  This  publisher, 
in  business  since  1961,  has  achieved  an  interna¬ 
tional  reputation  for  the  quality  of  its  products.  Ad¬ 
mittedly,  some  of  the  topics  are  a  bit  obscure— at 
least  to  our  present  audience,  which  is  primarily 
numismatic— but,  on  the  other  hand,  we've  always 
believed  that  most  collectors  are  interested  in  things 
besides  eating,  sleeping,  paying  taxes,  and  collect¬ 
ing  coins.  Best  of  all,  the  Vestal  Press  books,  which 
have  never  been  offered  at  a  discount  by  the  Ves¬ 
tal  Press ,  are  offered  here  as  part  of  our  regular  Con¬ 
fidential  Discount  Offer  (see  the  introduction  to  the 
present  book  section),  whereby  you  can  take  a  10% 
to  20%  discount,  depending  on  the  size  of  your 
order! 

Right  now  is  a  good  time  to  buy  some  of  these 
titles  for  your  own  enjoyment,  or  for  much- 
appreciated  gifts  during  the  coming  holiday  season. 
As  we  do  with  our  own  books,  we  extend  to  you 
an  ironclad  30-day  money-back  guarantee. 

A  Pictorial  History  of  The  Carousel,  by  Frederick 
Fried.  (Stock  No.  BVE-099)  $29.95 

The  complete  story  of  the  carousel,  from  its 
early  beginnings  to  its  greatest  era  in  the  first 
quarter  of  the  20th  century. 

The  American  Reed  Organ,  by  Robert  F.  Geller- 
man.  (Stock  No.  BVE-100)  $19.95 

The  most  complete  book  available  on  "reed" 
or  "parlor"  organs. 

The  Compleat  Talking  Machine,  by  Eric  Reiss. 
(Stock  No.  BVE-105)  $24.95 

A  complete  guide  to  repairing,  restoring  and 
identifying  antique  phonographs. 

Great  Radio  Personalities  in  Historic  Photographs, 
by  Anthony  Slide  (Stock  No.  BVE-110)  $11.95 

A  gallery  of  239  stunning  photographs,  with 
full  biographical  captions  that  recall  the  color¬ 
ful  history  of  live  radio  broadcasting. 

Harmonium:  The  History  of  the  Reed  Organ  and 
Its  Makers,  by  Arthur  W.J.G.  Ord-Hume.  (Stock 
No.  BVE-115)  $35.00 

A  thoroughly  researched  book  by  Britain's 
leading  authority  on  mechanical  music. 

The  Incorruptible  Cashier,  by  Richard  L.  Crandall 
and  Sam  Robins.  186  pages.  Deluxe  hard¬ 
bound.  Profusely  illustrated.  (Stock  No. 
BVE-120)  $29.95 


The  fascinating  development  of  old-time  cash 
registers  during  the  1876-1890  era. 

The  Mills  Violano-Virtuoso,  by  Mike  Kitner  and  Art 
Reblitz.  (Stock  No.  BVE-125)  $24.95 

A  history  of  one  of  the  most  remarkable  coin- 
operated  music-making  machines  ever  to  ap¬ 
pear  on  earth. 

Official  Radio  Service  Manual  (Stock  No.  BVE-130) 
$19.95 

.  .  .  and  complete  directory  of  all  commer¬ 
cial  wiring  diagrams — with  explanation,  notes 
to  assist  you  in  getting  that  old  set  back  in  work¬ 
ing  order. 

Piano  Servicing,  Tuning,  and  Rebuilding,  by  Arthur 
A.  Reblitz.  (Stock  No.  BVE-135)  $19.95 

The  most  famous  and  widely  used  book  ever 
published  on  how  to  repair,  service,  rebuild  and 
tune  pianos! 

Player  Piano  Servicing  and  Rebuilding,  by  Arthur 
Reblitz.  (Stock  No.  BVE-140)  $24.95 

A  thorough  and  complete  volume  on  player 
pianos  for  the  rebuilder  and  the  hobbyist. 

Player  Piano  Treasury,  by  Harvey  Roehl  (Stock  No. 
BVE-145)  $19.95 

Immense  amount  of  information  on  pedal- 
operated  player  pianos,  coin-operated  electric 
pianos,  piano  roll  manufacturers,  violin-playing 
machines,  and  a  big  chapter  on  photoplayers— 
the  special  player  pianos  built  for  accompany¬ 
ing  silent  movies. 

The  Musical  Box  Handbook,  Volume  1,  2nd  edi¬ 
tion,  Cylinder  Boxes,  by  Graham  Webb.  (Stock 
No.  BVE-150)  $15.95 

A  basic  and  fundamental  book  about  cylin¬ 
der  music  boxes  and  how  to  repair  them,  to¬ 
gether  with  information  on  their  historical  and 
technical  developments. 

The  Musical  Box  Handbook,  Volume  2— Disc 
Boxes,  by  Graham  Webb  (Stock  No.  BVE-155) 
$15.95 

The  history  of  disc  boxes  and  their  makers, 
with  details  of  restoration  clearly  covered  in 
helpful  drawings  and  diagrams. 

Fifty  Years  of  Radio  (Stock  No.  BVE-160)  $14.95 

A  reprint  of  the  famous  Golden  jubilee  Sou¬ 
venir  Number  of  Radio-Craft  magazine  that  hit 
the  newsstands  in  March  1938. 


Radio  Manufacturers  of  the  1920s,  by  Alan 
Douglas.  (Stock  No.  BVE-165)  $29.95 

An  encyclopedic  book  outlining  the  history 
of  each  of  the  major  firms  from  A  through  F 
(Future  volumes  will  carry  the  story  through  Z.) 
by  a  noted  authority  on  radio  history. 

70  Years  of  Radio  Tubes  and  Valves— A  Guide  for 
Electronic  Engineers,  Historians,  and  Collec¬ 
tors,  by  John  W.  Stokes  (Stock  No.  BVE-170) 
$19.95 

The  story  of  the  radio  tube — how  it  developed 
not  only  in  laboratories  of  electrical  companies 
around  the  world,  but  on  the  commercial 
market  as  well. 

The  Picture  Dancing  on  a  Screen,  by  Anthony  Slide 
(Stock  No.  BVE-175)  $16.95 

The  first  anthology  of  poems  inspired  by  the 
motion  picture — poetry  that  memorializes  the 
cinema  in  its  own  right,  and  the  celebrities  it 
created. 

WOODEN  Ship-Building,  by  Charles  Desmond 
(Stock  No.  BVE-180)  $14.95 

This  reprint  helps  you  to  re-live  the  glory  days 
of  sailing  ships,  tugs,,  and  ocean-going  cargo 
ships  up  to  the  5,000-ton  range. 


A  Desire  To  Help  Collectors 

The  following  is  from  SJ.C. : 

"Dear  Liz  Arlin: 

"I  have  received  the  1915-S  Lincoln  cent  you  ship¬ 
ped  to  me,  and  I  am  very  pleased  with  the  quality 
of  the  coin.  My  want  list  is  now  reduced  to  13  coins 
that  I  am  hoping  to  acquire  in  MS-63  condition. 
The  pieces  I  now  need  are  as  follows:  1909-S  V.D.B., 
1910-S,  1911-S,  1912-D,  1913-S,  1914-D,  1914-S, 
1915-D,  1920-D,  1920-S,  1921-S,  1923-S,  and  1924-D. 
I  am  particularly  interested  in  acquiring  the  1915-D, 
1920-D,  1920-S  soon. 

"I  also  want  to  say  that  I  very  much  enjoy  reading 
your  Rare  Coin  Review  and  the  letters  from  your 
clients  which  you  occasionally  publish  in  it.  Your 
company  has  a  real  desire  to  help  collectors  com¬ 
plete  their  collections." 


Discover  Bowers  and  Merena! 

Ever  since  1953  we've  been  furnishing  the 
right  coins  to  the  right  people  for  the  right 
prices!  Let's  get  acquainted! 
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OPINION 


"My  Favorite  Coin" 

Top  numismatic  personalities  pick  their  favorites; 
Part  Two  of  a  special  two-part  series 


Compiled  by  Q.  David  Bowers 


What  is  your  favorite  coin?  Ask  this  question  to  10  different  numis¬ 
matists,  and  you  are  apt  to  get  10  different  answers.  And,  ask  the 
question  is  exactly  what  we  did. 

We  invited  a  number  of  leading  dealers,  organization  officials,  and  collec¬ 
tors  to  pick  their  favorite  numismatic  item.  We  suggested  that  the  selection 
could  be  made  for  any  reason— ranging  from  its  historical  interest,  beauty  of 
design,  rarity,  investment  potential,  to  simply  a  personal  affection  for  a  given 
piece.  Coins  as  well  as  medals  and  currency  items  could  be  selected.  The 
response,  given  herewith,  shows  the  wonderful  diversity  of  our  hobby. 

TWO  FAVORITES 


As  a  lover  of  20th-century  American  sculpture,  my  two  favorite  coins  are  the 
Walking  Liberty  half  dollar  and  the  Saint-Gaudens  double  eagle.  Please  don't  ask 
me  to  choose  between  the  two;  it  would  be  impossible  for  me.  I  believe  they 
are  simply  the  two  most  beautiful  coins  ever  produced  by  the  United  States  Mint. 

Both  coins  were  designed  by  superb  American  sculptors.  Adolph  Weinman  de¬ 
signed  the  Walking  Liberty  half  dollar.  I  suppose  it  is  possible  that  Weinman  became 
interested  in  designing  a  coin  when  his  famous  and  beautiful  allegorical  sculptures, 
Rising  Day  and  Descending  Night,  were  displayed  at  the  Panama-Pacific  Interna¬ 
tional  Exposition  in  1915.  His  Walking  Liberty  design  has  inspired  numerous  im¬ 
itations  among  the  coinage  of  other  countries. 

Augustus  Saint-Gaudens  needs  no  introduction.  Perhaps  the  most  famous 
American  sculptor  of  his  time,  Saint-Gaudens  was  persuaded  by  Teddy  Roosevelt 
himself,  to  design  America's  $10  and  $20  gold  pieces.  Both  are  masterpieces,  but  the  $20  is  more  spec¬ 
tacular  than  the  $10.  The  1907  Roman  Numerals  High  Relief  double  eagle  is  an  electrifying  coin! 

I  enthusiastically  applaud  Diane  Wolf  of  the  U.S.  Commission  of  Fine  Arts  for  her  quest  to  change  the 
designs  of  circulating  U.S.  coinage.  Today's  coin  designs  are  mediocre  indeed,  when  compared  to  those 
of  the  early  part  of  this  century. 

)im  Ha tperin  is  a  well-known  Texas  professional  numismatist. 


By  Jim  Halperin 


ROMAN  REPUBLICAN  SILVER  DENARII 

Elvira  E.  Clain-Stefanelli 

When  faced  with  the  question  which  coin  I  like  best,  I  was  greatly  perplexed.  Could  I,  as  a  curator 
of  a  collection  which  nears  the  million  number  of  pieces,  answer  a  similar  question? 

Over  the  years,  having  had  the  opportunity  to  see  and  handle  so  many  wonderful  coins  from  so  many 
countries  and  periods,  I  tried  to  become  less  sentimental  and  more  objective  about  coins,  especially  since 
I  was  handling  most  of  the  time  pieces  which  were  not  mine,  but  belonged  to  public  collections  or  to 
collector  friends.  To  develop  a  strong  liking  for  some  of  those  coins  did  not  seem  advisable. 

So  I  had  to  go  back  in  time  to  my  earlier  contact  with  coins,  when  I  tried  to  help  my  husband,  Dr. 
Vladimir  Clain-Stefanelli,  to  prepare  for  a  coin  firm  of  P.  &  P.  Santamaria  in  Rome,  Italy,  the  second  vol¬ 
ume  of  the  catalogue  of  the  Magnaguti  Collection.  Count  Alessandro  Magnaguti,  related  to  the  princely 
family  of  the  Gonzaga  of  Mantua,  had  a  superb  collection  of  ancient  and  modern  coins.  In  that  year,  A.D. 
1948,  the  Santamarias  were  preparing  the  sale  of  his  early  Roman  coins.  Although  my  offer  to  help  with 
their  catalogue  was  greeted  by  the  brothers  Alberto  and  Ernesto  Santamaria  with  a  loud  spell  of  laughter, 


ABOVE 


A  1932  Double  Eagle 
&  1915  Half  Dollar 


BELOW 


A  Roman  Denarius 
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My 

fyau&ute. 

Coin 


ABOVE: 

A  Roman  Denarius 
BELOW: 

Syrup  Pitcher  in 
Coin  Glass 
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I  insisted  that  they  entrust  to  me  at  least  the  tedious  job  of  weighing  the  coins,  and  thus  started  my  long 
career  as  a  numismatist.  I  sat  daily  for  four  hours  at  a  table  in  front  of  a  window  facing  Piazza  di  Spagna, 
by  the  Spanish  Steps,  trying  to  balance  a  small  coin  scale  while  weighing  hundreds  of  Roman  Republican 
silver  denari. 

First  I  was  so  engrossed  in  the  demanding  task  to  read  accurately  the  grams  and  fractions  of  grams  of 
the  dainty  silver  coins  that  I  barely  paid  any  attention  to  their  appearance,  but  with  time,  my  confidence 
in  my  newly  acquired  "numismatic  abilities"  grew  and  I  stopped  sometimes  to  look  closer  at  those  little 
silver  coins,  barely  larger  than  our  dimes. 

A  new  world  of  marvels  unravelled  in  front  of  my  eyes;  the  Romans  in  their  pre-imperatorial  period  seemed 
to  me  like  a  bunch  of  teenagers,  full  of  bubbling  vitality,  trying  to  tell  everybody  on  their  coins  who  they 
were  and  what  they  had  accomplished.  The  Roman  moneyers  found  engravers,  who,  although  no  rivals 
to  their  masterly  Greek  neighbors,  were  nevertheless  very  skillful  artisans.  They  could  embed  on  the  small 
surface  of  their  denarii  fairly  complicated  scenes  leaving  us  like  on  a  video  band  a  series  of  almost  a  thou¬ 
sand  historical  vignettes.  I  was  amazed  at  the  endless  variety  of  representations. 

In  addition  to  their  highly  venerated  goddess  Roma  and  their  patrons,  the  celestial  twins,  the  Dioscuri, 
prancing  on  spirited  horses,  they  depicted  many  scenes  from  Rome's  wars  with  her  neighbors,  the  Sabines, 
Carthaginians,  Gauls,  Macedonians,  and  many  others.  They  paraded  us  in  front  of  their  temples  of  Jupiter 
Capitolinus,  Vesta,  Venus  or  in  the  Forum,  in  front  of  the  rostra,  the  tribunes  of  the  speakers;  we  see  the 
lighthouse  of  Messina  or  their  minting  tolls;  we  assist  at  a  vote  casting. 

We  meet  some  of  their  national  heroes:  Scipio  Africanus,  Sulla,  Pompey  the  Great,  and  of  course,  Caesar,' 
Mark  Anthony,  and  even  Cleopatra.  We  admire  their  athletes  and  gymnasts,  a  prize-winning  runner;  a 
fight  with  wild  beasts;  horse  races,  with  the  desuitor  jumping  from  one  horse  to  the  other  during  the  race. 
There  is  an  endless  parade  of  Olympians:  gods,  like  Apollo  Musagetes  or  the  nine  muses,  the  Sibyll,  the 
Sphinx,  Centaurs,  gryphins,  and  even  lesser  known  figures  such  as  the  Nymphs  of  the  Green  Forest. 

Popular  legends  appear  in  front  of  our  eyes:  the  legend  of  Romulus  and  Remus,  the  appearance  of  the 
Dioscuri  at  the  Juturna  fountain  in  Rome,  the  founding  of  Lanuvium,  the  oracle  of  Preneste.  Unforgettable 
is  the  emaciated  head  of  a  Gaul,  purportedly  that  of  Caesar's  foe  Vercingetorix. 

And  in  order  to  familiarize  us  with  their  everyday  life,  they  guided  us  into  their  households  by  adding 
pictures  of  various  objects,  tools,  animals,  designed  as  symbols  marking  some  issues. 

Before  I  knew  it,  I  was  completely  immersed  in  Roman  history  and  I  realized  that  even  the  most  lavishly 
illustrated  history  book  of  today  could  bnot  give  me  a  deeper  insight  into  the  life  and  beliefs  of  those 
Romans.  I  started  studying  their  coins  and  in  time  I  also  decided  to  collect  them.  Today  40  years  later, 

I  have  a  sizable  knowledge  about  the  Roman  Republican  denarii,  and  I  hope  to  be  able  to  complete  a 
handbook  including  all  the  known  varieties. 

I  believe  I  can  indeed  say  I  like  these  coins  best. 

Mrs.  Elvira  Clain-Stefanelli  is  Curator  of  the  National  Coin  Collection  at  the  Smithsonian  Institution, 
Washington,  DC,  and,  in  addition,  has  been  a  prominent  figure  on  the  numismatic  scene  for  many  years. 
She  is  also  the  author  of  many  books  and  treatises. 


COIN  GMSS _ 

By  Abner  Kreisberg 

I  have  always  been  interested  in  coin  glass.  The  Central  Glass  Co.  of  Wheeling, 
West  Virginia  made  the  coin  glass  in  1892  for  the  Columbian  Exposition  in  Chicago. 
It  is  said  that  Senator  Scoll  of  West  Virginia,  a  member  of  the  glass  firm,  was  to 
supply  the  coins  for  the  coin  glass. 

FHe  evidently  didn't  know  that  the  design  of  the  coins  was  going  to  be  changed 
in  1892.  There  were  many  different  designs  and  shapes— for  compotes,  plates, 
pitchers  and  many  other  items  in  clear  and  frosted  coin  glass. 

This  came  to  the  attention  of  the  Treasury  Department  which  confiscated  the 
molds  and  all  the  coin  glass  that  could  be  found. 

The  Jakes  Collection  of  about  57  pieces  was  probably  the  largest  of  this  unusual 
collection. 

There  were  a  few  reproductions  on  which  the  coins  had  no  dates. 

Usually  coin  collectors  will  also  show  interest  whenever  coin  glass  is  displayed.  It  has  become  a  very 
scarce  item  which  makes  the  "chase"  interesting. 

The  coins  on  the  genuine  pieces  are  usually  dated  1892  but  are  often  of  the  Liberty  Seated  type  which 
ran  to  1891. 

Perhaps  someday  the  government  will  produce  the  glass — I'm  sure  it  would  be  well  received  both  by 
collectors  and  the  general  public. 

Abner  Kreisberg,  who  lives  in  California,  is  in  his  80s,  but  that  does  not  deter  him  from  being  a  vital 
part  of  the  professional  numismatic  scene  as  he  has  been  for  many  decades. 


TWO  INTERESTING  DOCUMENTS 

By  Ira  Goldberg 

Rather  than  discussing  a  particular  coin  or  series  of  coins  that  are  my  favorites,  I  thought  your  readers 
might  find  interest  of  some  items  from  my  personal  collection.  I  collect  autographed  presidential  documents, 
signed  as  president,  with  a  particular  interest  in  those  that  have  numismatic  content,  and  I  have  selected 
two  items  from  my  collection  that  are  of  particular  numismatic  interest. 

The  first  is  an  Andrew  Johnson  document,  a  signed  one-page  folio,  on  vellum,  from  Washington,  dated 
April  11,  1865.  It  is  a  personal  address  to  the  Blackfoot  Chief  W a  Ma  De  K'Tu,  countersigned  by  the  Secretary 
of  the  Interior,  James  Flarlan.  The  document  is  elaborately  printed  and  quite  ornate,  framed  and  bordered 
in  red,  white,  and  blue  ribbons  and  fastened  at  the  corners  with  metal  brads.  The  document  is  stained 
on  the  left  side,  probably  from  sweat,  as  it  was  undoubtedly  carried  by  the  Sioux  for  many  years.  It  is 
a  remarkable  souvenir  of  Indian  diplomacy  of  the  Johnson  Administration's  efforts  to  re-establish  positive 
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relations  with  the  Sioux  nation. 


In  this  document  to  the  Blackfoot  chief,  President  Johnson  used  formal  language  with  this  native  American 
Indian  as  follows,"  .  .  .  that  two  of  my  red  children— Nootay-u-hah  or  Short  Gun  and  the  brother  of  Nootay- 
u-hah,  of  the  Blackfoot  tribe  of  the  Siouxs,  or  Dakotah  nation,  have  rescued  two  white  women  from  my 
enemies,  and  gave  them  two  horses  in  exchange  for  them  .  .  and  directs  "that  100  silver  dollars  be  given 
to  him  and  that  100  silver  dollars  be  given  to  his  brother,  to  enable  each  one  to  buy  for  himself  another 

horse"  to  replace  the  animals  used 
to  ransom  the  white  captives.  "I 
also  direct,"  the  President  an¬ 
nounces,  "that  50  silver  dollars  to 
be  given  to  each  to  pay  him  for  his 
trouble  in  rescuing  these  white 
women  and  sending  them  to  the 
white  people.  And,  as  a  memento 
of  my  perpetual  friendship  for 
Nootay-u-hah  and  his  brother,  so 
long  as  they  remain  friendly  with 
my  white  children,  I  direct  that  a 
silver  medal  be  given  to  each  of 
them  with  a  suitable  inscription, 
that  all  my  red  children  and  all  my 
white  children,  when  they  look  at 
it,  may  know  that  their  Great  Father 
at  Washington  is  greatly  pleased 
with  Nootay-u-hah  and  Nootay-u- 
hah's  brother .  .  The  message 
concludes  with  the  explanation:  "I 
also,  write  my  name  on  this  paper, 
and  direct  that  it  be  given  to 
Nootay-u-hah,  and  a  duplicate  of 
it  to  his  brother,  that  they  may 
know  that  the  silver  money  and  the 
medals  have  been  sent  by  me  to 
them  from  Washington." 

This  document  was  part  of  our 
Indian  affairs  policy  to  reward  with 
medals  and  money  those  who  per¬ 
formed  outstanding  duties  in  res¬ 
cuing  whites  from  captivity.  It  is  in¬ 
teresting  to  note  that  few  of  these 
once  treasured  manuscripts  have 
survived  the  travails  of  the  Sioux 
5  nation  to  the  present  time. 

I  think  it  reasonable  to  assume 

that  the  President  must  have  given  to  the  Indians  new  silver  dollars,  as  used  ones  would  have  been  an 
insult.  If  we  figure  that  each  was  given  100  silver  dollars  plus  an  additional  $50  for  the  rescue  of  the  white 
women,  making  a  total  of  300  in  1865  silver  dollars,  and  if  we  figure  that  silver  dollars  were  Brilliant  Un¬ 
circulated,  ranging  in  quality  from  MS-60  to  MS-63,  the  value  of  the  gift  in  today's  market  would  be  ap¬ 
proximately  half  a  million  dollars.  A  pretty  healthy  reward.  This,  of  course,  plus  the  silver  Peace  medal. 
The  only  record  of  a  Peace  medal  being  sold  recently  was  the  one  in  the  Garrett  Collection  sold  by  Bowers 
and  Ruddy  as  Lot  1928  in  March  1981.  Now  of  course  we  don't 
know  if  this  was  the  same  one  presented  to  Nootay-u-hah  or  not, 
as  there  were  90  such  Peace  medals  minted  by  Andrew  Johnson, 
but  the  medal  did  realized  $9,000.  What  a  shame  the  medals  and 
money  couldn't  have  been  saved  with  the  document. 

The  next  document  is  a  check  signed  by  Andrew  Jackson,  drawn 
on  the  Metropolis  Bank,  City  of  Washington,  January  8,  1835, 
payable  to  his  son,  Andrew  Jackson,  Jr.  He  specifies  at  the  bot¬ 
tom  of  the  check,  "Wanted  in  gold,  Eagles  or  Half  Eagles."  As 
we  know,  Andrew  Jackson  was  a  hard  currency  man  and  was 
against  the  national  banks  that  issued  paper  currency.  In  fact,  the 
issue  of  the  Bank  of  the  United  States  was  the  leading  issue  dur¬ 
ing  his  second  term  as  president.  Andrew  Jackson's  failure  to 
recharter  the  Bank  of  the  United  States  caused  its  demise  and  the 
state  banks  began  to  flourish  and  cause  severe  inflation.  There 
was  no  uniformity  in  the  laws  under  which  state  banks  operated, 
and  the  banking  system  was  up  for  grabs.  "Old  Hickory"  was  no 
dummy,  he  knew  what  was  happening  to  the  state  banks.  He 
wanted,  particularly  for  his  son,  his  money  in  gold! 

Let's  assume  he  went  to  the  bank  and  they  gave  him  the  $20 
in  gold.  And  since  he  requested  eagles  and  half  eagles,  he  would  have  been  given  an  eagle  dated  1795-1804, 
as  there  were  no  new  eagles  minted  until  1838  when  the  weights  and  dimensions  were  reduced  and  the 
design  changed.  Let's  assume  that  the  coin  was  in  circulation  for  a  while  and  it  was  a  common  date,  prob¬ 
ably  in  EF  condition,  or  so.  It  would  be  worth  around  $4,000  today. 

Since  he  also  requested  half  eagles  at  the  bank,  he  was  probably  given  two  new  ones— 1834  or  1835, 
the  redesigned  Classic  Head  type.  Today  each  of  these  half  eagles  is  worth  a  minimum  of  $1,500,  probably 
more  if  they  were  particularly  nice  ones.  This  is  certainly  a  far  cry  from  what  those  state  bank  notes  are 
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LEFT: 


An  Andrew  Johnson 
Indian  Document 


BELOW: 


''Old  Hickory," 
Andrew  Jackson 


No. 


PAY  to 


>OOOC4MMm 


City  of  Washington,  %  '■  33  /  - 

E.MTX  ©T  Till! 

Nearer, 

-  j Dollars,  nr  o 

•  J 


Win.  Davis  Jr.  Pr. 


ABOVE: 


A  Check  Signed  by 
Andrew  Jackson 


worth  today! 

Ira  Goldberg  is  a  well-known  California  professional  numismatist  and  a  connoisseur  of  interesting 
numismatically-related  items. 
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ABOVE: 

A  1776  Continental 
Currency  Unit 

BELOW: 

A  1794  Silver  Dollar 


A  Gold  Macedonian 
Coin  of  Apollo 


BELOW: 

A  Hobo  Nickel 


4  RARE  CONTINENTAL  CURRENCY  VARIETY 

By  Michael  Hodder 


It  has  been  pretty  hard  trying  to  pin  down  my  favorite  coin.  Many  likely  can¬ 
didates  come  to  mind  immediately,  such  as  the  famous  Ides  of  March  Denarius 

- r  — _  issued  by  Brutus,  Julius  Caesar's  assassin,  among  others.  However,  I  guess  I  would 

W  have  to  say  that  my  favorite  coin  at  this  time  is  the  legendary  1776  Continental 
.  Currency  piece  struck  in  pewter,  Newman  5-D. 

This  coin,  pictured  here  and  sold  as  Lot  #2458  in  Part  II  of  our  sale  of  the  Norweb 
Collection,  combines  all  of  the  characteristics  I  can  list  that  wouid  qualify  a  coin 
for  being  a  "favorite." 

Firstly,  it  has  great  historical  importance,  as  it  is  part  of  the  first  coinage  struck 
for  and  by  our  newly-proclaimed  independent  American  republic.  Since  it  is  be¬ 
lieved  to  have  been  struck  in  New  York  City  in  the  summer  of  1776,  while  the 
city  was  under  siege  by  the  British,  it  has  all  the  romance  and  drama  of  a  coin 
struck  under  desperate  circumstances  by  supporters  of  a  cause  close  to  the  hearts  of  all  free  men. 

As  for  rarity,  the  piece  was  unknown  to  Sylvester  S.  Crosby,  the  great  student  of  early  American  coins, 
is  the  only  specimen  traced  to  date,  and  had  never  seen  an  auction  sale  prior  to  our  dispersal  of  Part  II 
of  the  Norweb  Collection.  In  terms  of  value,  its  selling  price  of  $50,600  was  a  record  price  for  a  pewter 
Continental  Currency  piece. 

The  pedigree  of  this  coin  is  impeccable,  combining  the  illustrious  names  of  Virgil  M.  Brand  and  Am¬ 
bassador  and  Mrs.  R.  Henry  Norweb.  The  piece  is  a  strict  About  Uncirculated  specimen,  with  pleasing 
even  gray  toning,  so  its  outstanding  eye  appeal  would  also  qualify  it  as  a  favorite.  Since  we  are  still  uncer¬ 
tain  as  to  which  parties  in  New  York  struck  the  issue,  and  under  what  official  auspices  it  was  commission¬ 
ed,  the  piece  represents  an  issue  whose  mystery  still  has  not  been  solved.  Consequently,  there  is  con¬ 
siderable  scope  for  new,  original,  research  findings  about  the  Continental  Currency  issue. 

From  an  aesthetic  point  of  view,  besides  having  great  eye  appeal  this  coin  displays  through  its  types 
the  sober,  yet  hopeful,  aspirations  of  a  people  who  had  newly  thrown  off  the  shackles  of  foreign  domina¬ 
tion.  The  bold  proclamation  on  the  reverse,  WE  ARE  ONE,  is  a  slogan  that  should  not  be  forgotten  even 
today.  At  the  time,  with  an  overwhelming  need  for  unity  in  the  face  of  a  potent,  present  danger  to  the 
cause,  the  call  was  even  more  necessary.  For  all  these  reasons,  I  could  pick  no  better  example  than  the 
1776  Continental  Currency  piece. 

Michael  Hodder  is  a  professional  numismatist  and  research  scholar  on  the  staff  of  Bowers  and  Merena 
Galleries.  For  the  Norweb  Collection  he  catalogued  the  piece  which  he  picks  as  his  favorite. 


THE  1794  SILVER  DOLLAR _ 

By  Ed  Leventhal 

Your  invitation  was  intriguing,  and  I  thought  I  would  have  trouble  conjuring  up  a  coin  that  interests 
me.  However,  while  attending  a  recent  concert  of  the  Boston  Pops,  a  vision  of  the  1794  silver  dollar  pop¬ 
ped  into  my  mind— while  a  musical  piece  of  Borodin  provided  the  impetus. 

There  is  nothing  more  attractive  or  exciting  than  a  1794  dollar. 

Ed  Leventhal,  a  professional  numismatist,  has  been  a  familiar  figure  in  numismatics  for  many  years. 


4  CLASSIC  ANCIENT  COIN 


The  gold  Macedonian  coin  of  Apollo  with  the  reverse  depiction  of  the  gallop¬ 
ing  biga  driven  by  a  charioteer  brandishing  a  goad  is  one  my  particular  favorites. 
This  coin  is  part  of  the  Macedonian  coinage  minted  in  the  name  of  Phillip  II 
(359-336  BC).  The  coin  is  an  extremely  fine  example  of  design,  engraving  and 
minting.  There  is  a  delicate  balance  between  rite/engraved  bold,  strong  lines,  and 
fine  lines  on  both  the  obverse  and  reverse  which  made  quality  minting  difficult. 
The  miniature  artistic  rendering  is  also  delicate  and  remarkable  in  detail  on  the 
reverse.  I  have  been  attracted  to  the  coins  of  this  era  since  high  school,  where 
one  was  highlighted  in  my  sophomore  Greek  textbook. 

The  coin  reflects  the  high,  classical  tradition  of  Greece.  Some  state  that  the  coin 
bears  a  relation  to  the  Olympic  Games.  The  coins  became  the  precursor  of  the 
earliest  coins  struck  for  the  Germans,  Gauls  and  Britons  and  were  minted  and 
used  after  the  death  of  Phillip  by  his  son  Alexander  the  Great  for  circulation  in  the  Celtic  regions. 

The  particular  interest  I  have  taken  in  coins,  currency  and  postage  stamps  has  been  from  the  perspective 
of  the  quality  of  design,  engraving  and  reproduction.  During  my  nine  years  of  association  with  the  Bureau 
of  Engraving  I  have  come  to  appreciate  the  crafts  of  designing  and  engraving  and  the  miniature  reproduc¬ 
tions  which  cannot  provide  the  minute  detail  of  a  large  painting,  but  must  convey  a  sense  of  its  essential 
elements.  The  subsequent  quality  reproduction  of  these  engravings  is  also  a  fine  art  that  must  be  respected. 

Robert  j.  Leuver  was  until  recently  Director  of  the  Bureau  of  Engraving  and  Printing.  In  April  1988  he 
became  Executive  Director  of  the  American  Numismatic  Association. 


By  Robert  J.  Leuver 


THE  HOBO  NICKEL 
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By  Bill  Fivaz 

My  selection  of  "The  Coin  I  Like  Best"  was  a  difficult  one— as  a  collector  of  die  varieties  and  mint  er¬ 
rors,  there  are  many  unusual  pieces  that  fascinate  and  intrigue  me.  The  same  holds  true  in  another  area 


I  enjoy— love  tokens.  All  are  unique  and  worthy  of  study. 

I've  also  had  a  longtime  love  affair  with  this  country's  truly  all-American  coin,  the  Buffalo  nickel.  What 
more  native  designs  could  be  used  on  our  coinage  than  a  representation  of  one  of  this  nation's  first  settlers 
and  a  magnificent  bison,  both  of  which  were  so  characteristic  of  the  early  West? 

Most  of  your  readers  also  know  that  I'm  a  particular  devotee  of  one  special  segment  of  numismatics 
which  is  closely  related  to  the  Buffalo  or  Indian  Head  nickel,  that  being  the  HOBO  NICKEL.  These  are 
nickels  carved  primarily  during  the  1920  to  1940  period,  during  depression  times,  by  hobos,  prisoners, 
itinerants,  or  actually  anyone  with  time  on  his  hands,  little  money  in  his  pockets  and  some  degree  of  ar¬ 
tistic  talent.  They  were  often  used  as  barter  for  a  meal,  a  night's  lodging  or  as  a  payment  for  some  kindness 
shown  to  the  "hobo  artist."  There  are  all  shorts  of  subjects  carved  onto  the  obverse  or  reverse  of  these 
coins,  often  transforming  the  regular  effigies  into  unbelievable,  innovative  creations.  Many  also  portray 
a  message,  and  I  guess  "The  Coin  I  Like  Best"  is  one  of  these. 

Here  you  see  a  "Hobo  Nickel"  carved  by  Walt  Hart  in  Iowa,  in  1933  (visible  on  the  collar,  in  the  date 
area),  which  to  me  is  representative  of  the  difficult  times  so  many  folks  experienced  during  the  Great  Depres¬ 
sion.  It  depicts  a  bearded  and  hatted  man,  probably  a  "self-portrait"  of  Hart  himself,  with  a  nostalgic  cap¬ 
tion  carved  on  his  neck.  It  says:  "HUNGRY  BUT  ALIVE." 

This  one  coin  typifies  the  whole  Hobo  Nickel  category— it  tells  a  story,  both  pictoriaily  and  in  one  phrase, 
about  people  and  times  that  are  even  with  us  today  in  some  areas. 

Upon  reflection,  I  guess  my  choice  wasn't  so  difficult  after  all — th/s  is  the  coin  I  like  best. 

Bill  Fivaz,  a  private  collector,  is  a  member  of  the  ANA  Board  of  Governors. 

THE  HIGH  RELIEF  PEACE  DOLLAR 


My  favorite  coin  is  the  High  Relief  Peace  dollar  of  1921-1922.  Its  artistic  merit 
is  without  question— the  lovely  Liberty  head  on  the  obverse,  so  reminiscent  of 
the  Statue  of  Liberty— along  with  the  majestic  eagle  facing  the  sun  on  the  reverse. 

This  coin  has  an  interesting  history.  The  Peace  dollar  came  about  as  the  result 
of  a  paper  read  at  the  1920  ANA  Convention,  urging  the  adoption  of  a  coin  to 
commemorate  the  peace  following  World  War  I. 

While  the  1921  is  readily  available,  the  High  Relief  1922  is  a  great  rarity.  Only 
a  few  specimens  of  the  1922  High  Relief  are  known  to  exist,  and  are  rarely  of¬ 
fered  for  sale,  except  at  auctions  of  large  and  famous  collections.  (Although  I  re¬ 
call  seeing  a  1922  High  Relief  offered  for  sale  in  the  classified  ads  of  Numismatic 
News  in  January  1969.) 

Proof  specimens  of  the  Peace  dollar  show  off  the  design  in  greatest  detail,  enhan¬ 
cing  the  beauty  of  the  artwork. 

And  I  must  wonder:  how  many  investors  in  MS-65  dollars  are  aware  that  Matte  Proof  of  these  coins  exist? 

Ginger  Rapsus  is  a  private  collector  whose  articles  have  been  published  in  The  Numismatist. 

THE  Km  GOETZ  '^FLANDERS,  1917"  MEDAL 

By  Cory  Gillilland 

This  medal  and  certainly  this  artist  are  strange  ones  for  anyone's  selection.  Yet,  the  work  of  this  artist 
is  so  distinctive  and  holds  such  an  important  place  within  the  history  of  medallic  art  that  I  felt  it  must 
be  my  choice. 

The  art  of  Karl  Goetz  and  his  colleagues  brought  medallic  art  into  the  reality  of  the  20th-century  man: 
the  reality  of  his  fragility,  his  suffering,  and  his  uniqueness.  The  German  Expressionist  artistic  movement 
of  which  Goetz  was  a  part  revoked  the  prettiness  and  softness  of  the  popular  French  style,  struggling  rath¬ 
er  to  portray  human  values  and  strong  emotions.  In  joining  the  political  theorists  in  defiance  of  misery 
and  injustice,  the  work  of  Goetz  as  with  all  Expressionist  art,  so  graphically  reflects  the  society  from  which 
it  sprang.  The  German  World  War  I  era  gave  impetus  to  an  artistic  outcry  equal  only  to  the  philosophical 
and  theological  searching  which  developed  in  conjunction. 

The  potency  and  boldness  of  the  work  of  Goetz  and  his  colleagues  provided  an  innovative  freshness 
and  directness,  if  not  fearlessness,  which  still  is  being  explored  by  a  number  of  the  best  of  contemporary 
medallic  artists,  those  of  Eastern  Europe.  The  medals  of  Karl  Goetz  reveal  the  concerned  expressionism 
of  a  distinguished  artist  who  sought  innovative  ways  to  better  portray  his  own  distinctive  era. 

Cory  Gillilland  is  Associate  Curator  of  the  National  Numismatic  Collection  at  the  Smithsonian  Institu¬ 
tion,  Washington,  DC,  and  is  one  of  the  best  known  personalities  in  our  field. 


By  Ginger  Rapsus 


THE  7973  LIBERTY  HEAP  NICKEL _ 

By  Aubrey  E.  Bebee 

In  my  long  professional  career,  I  have  changed  "The  Coin  I  Like  Best"  several  times.  Each  change  was 
prompted  by  my  fortunate  acquisition  of  a  coin  which  was  far  more  exciting  than  the  one  it  had  supersed¬ 
ed.  Now,  finally,  my  decision:  I  opt  for  the  1913  Liberty  Head  nickel,  which  in  my  estimation  is  the  most 
intriguing  and  mysterious  historical  coin  having  been  minted  in  relative  unknown  circumstances. 

This  is  a  great  rarity  of  which  I  am  the  proud  owner,  having  acquired  it,  as  the  successful  high  bidder 
at  the  1967  Auction  at  the  ANA  Convention  which  was  conducted  by  the  noted  James  F.  Kelly.  I  paid  $46,000 
for  this  great  rarity  which,  at  the  time  was  the  highest  price  that  any  coin  had  ever  sold  for.  So,  as  an  invest¬ 
ment  it  has  proved  to  be  unexcelled.  I  have  received  numerous  inquiries  from  potential  would-be  pur¬ 
chasers  but  have  no  thought  of  selling  it  at  this  time.  I  would  not  rule  out  the  possibility  that  at  some 
future  time  it  would  land  in  one  of  our  great  museums. 

Aubrey  Bebee  and  his  wife  Adeline,  well-known  professional  numismatists,  auctioned  their  private  per¬ 
sonal  reference  collection,  but  not  the  1913  Liberty  nickel,  through  us  last  year. 
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A  1922  High  Relief 
Peace  Dollar 


ABOVE: 


BELOW: 


A  Karl  Goetz 
Flanders,  1917  Medal 


BELOW: 

A  1913 

Liberty  Head  Nickel 
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BOOK  REVIEW 


A  Handbook  of  20th-Century 
United  States  Gold  Coins 

New  gold  book  is  the  results  of  years  of  research 

By  Robert  Obojski 


"The  book  devotes  at 
least  one  page > 
sometimes  two,  to 
each  and  every  date 
and  mintmark  variety ; 


// 


David  W.  Akers,  perhaps  the  leading 
specialist  on  U.S.  gold  coins,  produced 
in  1975  a  landmark  reference,  United 
States  Cold  Coins,  An  Analysis  of  Auction  Records, 
Cold  Dollars,  1849-1889.  In  this  volume  each  issue 
in  the  gold  dollar  series  was  illustrated,  described 
and  evaluated  on  the  basis  of  the  frequency  of  its 
auction  sale  appearances. 

During  the  next  seven  years  Akers  turned  out  five 
additional  volumes  in  his  U.S.  gold  coins  series  that 
carried  his  meticulous  analysis  of  auction  sale 
records  through  the  double  eagle  series. 

And  now  Dave  Akers  in  a  new  work,  A  Hand¬ 
book  of  20th-Century  United  States  Cold  Coins, 
1907-1933,  has  drawn  from  the  past,  has  added  new 
findings,  and  has  created  one  volume  covering  U.S. 
gold  coins  of  the  20th  century.  The  publisher  is 
Bowers  and  Merena  Galleries,  Wolfeboro,  New 
Hampshire. 

Well  illustrated  with  sharp  photographs,  the  book 
devotes  at  least  one  page,  sometimes  two,  to  each 
and  every  date  and  mintmark  variety.  The  obverse 
and  reverse  of  each  variety  is  pictured  in 
in  a  clear,  enlarged 
photograph. 


Q.  David  Bowers,  Chairman  of  Bowers  and 
Merena  Galleries,  Inc.,  said  in  the  introduction  to 
Akers'  new  volume:  “In  1982,  when  I  catalogued 
the  Eliasberg  Collection  of  United  States  gold  coins, 
the  most  complete  collection  to  cross  the  auction 
block  (and  which  realized  $12.4  million),  I  had  each 
of  David  Akers'  books  at  my  side,  to  help  me  deter¬ 
mine  how  certain  rare  issues  were  and  to  aid  in  the 
study  of  other  characteristics.  Now,  years  later,  the 
series  of  David  W.  Akers'  earlier  gold  books  are 
classic,  with  some  titles  being  out  of  print." 

Bowers  went  on  to  say:  "These  excellent  studies 
served  as  a  jumping-off  point  for  the  present  vol¬ 
ume.  The  excellent  methodology  employed  earlier 
has  been  improved,  with  the  result  that  the  current 
study  includes  not  only  auction  data,  but  informa¬ 
tion  based  upon  surveys  of  private  collections,  plus 
the  author's  extensive  professional  experience.'' 

Bowers  also  emphasizes  that  among  all  American 


■  Akers  gives  a  detailed 
discussion  of  the  availabi- 
ty  of  all  varities,  the  ex¬ 
istence  of  hoards,  and 
other  useful  data  in  his 
new  book.  (See  page  83 
for  ordering  information.) 


gold  coins,  the  designs  of  the  20th  century  are  the 
most  popular,  especially  the  outstanding  $10  and 
$20  coins  conceived  by  the  renowned  sculptor 
Augustus  Saint-Gaudens  and  the  $2’/2  and  $5 
denominations  designed  by  Bela  Lyon  Pratt.  These 
creations  have  very  strong  followings.  Bowers  also 
points  out:  “The  trouble  heretofore  for  all  these  se¬ 
ries  is  that  little  information  has  been  available  con¬ 
cerning  the  true  rarity  of  issues  in  higher  grades." 
This  is  where  David  Akers  comes  in  with  his  studies 
to  fill  the  information  gap. 

In  analyzing  the  Indian  Head  quarter  eagles  (de¬ 
nomination  $2%)  designed  by  Bela  Lyon  Pratt,  for 
example,  Akers  starts  off  with  a  greatly  enlarged 
photo  of  the  coin  and  then  illustrates  every  mint- 
mark  and  date  variety.  These  quarter  eagles  were 
struck  at  Philadelphia  (no  mintmark)  and  Denver 
(D  mintmark)  only. 

The  obverse  shows  a  male  Indian  facing  left  wear¬ 
ing  a  full-feathered  headdress,  while  on  reverse  we 
have  an  eagle  facing  left  perched  on  a  bundle  of 
arrows  with  an  olive  branch.  Bela  Lyon  Pratt  utiliz¬ 
ed  the  same  obverse  and  reverse  motifs  on  the 
1908-29  half  eagles,  inspired  by  Saint-Gaudens' 
earlier  use  of  the  reverse  eagle  design  for  his  $10 
eagles  of  1907-33. 

In  starting  off  with  his  analysis  of  the  1908  Bela 
Lyon  Pratt  quarter  eagle,  Akers  gives  the  mintage 
figures,  565,057  business  strikes  and  a  very  low 
Proof  mintage  of  236. 

In  his  Rarity  Scale,  Akers  tells  us  the  following: 

Overall  Rarity  in  Mint  State:  Common,  R-2 


(1,000-2,499  known) 

MS-60  to  62:  Common,  R-2 

MS-63: . Fairly  Common,  R-3  (500-999  known) 

MS-64:  Scarce,  R-4  (200-499  known) 

MS-65  or  better: . Scarce,  R-4 


In  his  general  comments  on  rarity  of  the  1908 
quarter  eagle,  Akers  maintains  that  this  date  is 
definitely  one  of  the  most  common  issues  of  the 
series.  He  says:  “Being  the  first  year  of  issue,  many 
were  saved  as  souvenirs  or  novelties  and,  as  a  re¬ 
sult,  there  are  a  number  of  superb  quality,  nearly 
perfect  examples  of  this  date  in  existence.” 

The  story  is  different  however,  for  the  1909  Bela 
Lyon  Pratt  quarter  eagle.  Specimens  in  MS-64  are 
rated  as  Very  Scarce,  R-5  (100-199  known),  and  those 
in  MS-65  are  rated  as  Low  R-6  (61-99  known).  And 
so  Dave  Akers  goes  on  to  analyze  closely  in  a 
similar  way  every  other  U.S.  gold  coin  issued  dur¬ 
ing  the  1907-1933  period. 

Akers  gives  a  detailed  discussion  of  the  availability 
of  all  varieties,  the  existence  of  hoards  and  other 
useful  related  data  in  this  182-page  volume  v\  hie  h 
embodies  the  research  of  many  years. 
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When  Great  Collections 

Are  Sold 


BOWERS  AND  MERENA 

Sells  Them 

Contact  us  now  about  selling  your  coins. 

Sales  conducted  in  New  York  and  other  major  cities. 


AUCTIONS  BY  BOWERS  AND  MERENA,  INC. 

Box  1224,  Wolfeboro,  New  Hampshire  03894  (603)  569-5095 

800-222-5993  (Orders  only) 


When  Great  Collections 

Are  Sold 

Bowers  and  M erena 
Sells  Them 

Bowers  and  Merena 
Box  1224,  Wolfeboro,  NH  03894 
(603)  569-5095  For  orders:  (800)  222-5993 
Fax:  (603)  569-5319 


